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This report provides information and analysis related to 2011 year-to-date (YTD) sales and use tax collections.  
Results are for actual sales activity through the month of June, the tax on which is received by the city in the 
subsequent month.  Any questions should be directed to Duane Hudson, Deputy Finance Director / Controller, 
303-441-1812. 
 

REVENUE COMPARISONS TO COMPARABLE PERIOD IN PRIOR YEAR 
 
Table 1 lists the categories of sales and use tax collected by the City of Boulder. It illustrates the percent change 
in the various areas for June YTD 2011 over the same time period in 2010.  As reflected in Table 1, Total sales 
and use tax has increased from the 2010 base by 7.60%.  

 
TABLE 1 

JUNE YTD REVENUE, 2011 vs. 2010 
 

 
TAX CATEGORY 

% CHANGE IN 
REVENUE 

Increase/(Decrease)

 
% OF 2011 

TOTAL 
Sales Tax 5.11% 78.78% 
Business/Consumer Use Tax 21.55% 10.10% 
Construction Use Tax 9.23% 8.69% 
Motor Vehicle Use Tax 19.01% 2.47% 
Refunds -90.33% -0.03% 
Total Sales & Use Tax 7.60%  100.00% 

 
 
The beginning months of 2010 were weaker than the balance of the year.  Therefore, it may be more difficult to 
maintain the level of increases experienced YTD 2011 as the comparative 2010 results strengthen toward the later 
part of the year.  Although we still struggle to return to pre-recession trends, Table 2 also illustrates that recent 
collections may be getting closer to recovering some of the losses experienced during the recent recession. 
 

TABLE 2 
3 YEAR MAY YTD COMPARISON 

 
 Percent Increase/(Decrease) 

Category 2009 2010 2011 
Retail Sales Tax (4.85%) 5.55% 5.11% 
Business/Consumer Use Tax (incl. vehicles) (8.21%) (5.26%) 21.04% 
Construction Use Tax 44.21% 1.62% 9.23% 
Total (2.28%) 3.51% 7.60% 
 
 

ANALYSIS OF RESULTS  
 
• Retail Sales Tax – Actual retail receipts are up by 5.11%.   



• Business/Consumer Use Tax – This category tends to be volatile in nature and the short-term results do not 
necessarily reflect trends.  But after two years of negative results in this category, we are hopeful that the June 
YTD increase of 21.55% is an indication that business confidence is improving.  

• Construction Use Tax – This category is up by 9.23% June YTD.  This is primarily due to 3 large 
construction projects at CU. These large projects are one-time in nature and we expect total year 2011 
construction use tax revenue to be down from that collected in 2010. 

• Motor Vehicle Use is up by a healthy 19.01%.  Although this category is only 2.47% of total sales and use tax 
revenue, this continuing strength may be an indicator that the economy is improving.  

 
DETAILED ANALYSIS OF MAJOR CATEGORIES 

 
Although it is too early in the year to firmly identify trends, the following monthly information will begin to form 
a data base that will provide a better indication of trends as the year progresses. 

 
Retail Sales Tax – June YTD increased by 5.11%.   
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 
17.88% -4.71% 8.00% 5.83% 4.35% 1.76% 

 
Food Stores - Retail sales tax revenue for food stores is up by 4.00% YTD. 
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 
24.77% 1.59% (9.54%) 4.78% 0.11% 9.51% 

 
Sales at Eating Places are both an important revenue source (Eating Places comprise 8.42% of retail sales/use 
tax) and are a significant indicator of the health of the economy in the city.  This discretionary category is 
correlated with unemployment (disposable income) and consumer confidence.  Total June YTD retail tax at 
Eating Places is up by 8.45%. 
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 
9.77% 3.08% 9.75% 7.16% 10.16% 10.25% 

 
Apparel Store sales are up by 20.82% for the year.  This increase includes the first two full months of returns 
from the new Nordstrom Rack store located in the TwentyNinth Street area. 
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 
6.63% 0.96% 9.89% 21.04% 17.05% 36.03% 

 
General Retail is up by 5.60% YTD.  
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 
7.10% 0.84% 11.14% 10.01% 6.31% 2.77% 

 
Utilities (primarily retail sales tax on natural gas and electricity) are down by 6.30% YTD.  Tax on Public 
Utilities comprise approximately 5% of total sales and use tax revenue. 
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 
(10.66%) (0.54%) (8.33%) (11.26%) (0.99%) (5.68%) 



MEDICAL MARIJUANA BUSINESS SALES TAX 
 

In response to the interest expressed in this emerging industry, this section has been added to the monthly revenue 
report.  As a newly emerging industry with no significant previous year history, comparison of current tax receipts 
to prior year data will not yield much useful information.  Instead, monthly sales tax revenue remitted by these 
businesses in 2011 is presented below. Total June YTD retail sales tax revenue collected in this category is 
$371,584. This industry represents less than one half one percent of total sales and use tax collections. 
  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 
$55,982 $68,348 $58,134 $71,721 $58,248 $59,149 

 
Significant YTD increases / decreases by tax category are summarized in Table 3.   

 
TABLE 3 

 
2011 RETAIL SALES TAX  

(% Change in Comparable YTD Collections) 
STRENGTHS: 
 Food Stores up by 4.00% 
 Eating Places up by 8.45% 
 Apparel Stores up by 20.82% 
 Home Furnishings up by 12.28% 
 General Retail up by 5.60% 
 Automotive Trade up by 6.78% 
 Building Materials Retail up by 1.67% 
 Consumer Electronics up by 73.07% 
 Downtown up by 7.92% 
  28th Commercial up by 1.53% 
 Univ. of Colorado up by 3.99% 
 Basemar up by 16.99% 
 BVRC (excl 29th St) up by 2.50% 
 TwentyNinth St up by 4.31% 
 Table Mesa up by 3.38% 
 The Meadows up by 3.79% 
 All Other Boulder up by 17.19% 
 Metro Denver up by 16.76% 
 Gunbarrel Commercial up by 5.79% 
 Out of State up by 18.60% 
 Pearl Street Mall up by 8.27% 
 Boulder Industrial up by 10.04% 

 

WEAKNESSES: 
 Transportation/Utilities down by 5.44% 
 Computer Related Business use tax down by 9.51% 

(sales tax in this category up by 77.40%) 
 UHGID (the “hill”) down by 0.62% 
 Gunbarrel Industrial down by 43.40% 
 Public Utilities down by 6.30% 

 
 
 

 
 

2011 USE TAX  
(% Change in YTD Comparable Collections) 

STRENGTHS: 
 Motor Vehicle Use Tax up by 19.01% 
 Computer Related Business Use Tax up by 77.40% 

(use tax in this category down by 9.51%)  
 Construction Use Tax up by 9.23% (primarily due 

to one-time projects at CU) 
  

WEAKNESSES 
 

 



 
ACCOMMODATION TAX 

 
Authorized by a vote of the people in November of 2010, Accommodation Tax increased from 5.5% to 7.5% on 
January 1, 2011.  Therefore, the following chart provides information on both the JuneYTD increase in base 
revenue (the comparison at 5.50%) and revenue associated with the increase in rate. 
 
 2010 2011 % Change 
Tax at 5.50% $1,424,906 $1,521,860 8.21% 
Additional 2.00% Tax  $560,676  
Total Accommodation Tax $1,424,906 $2,102,536 
 

ADMISSIONS TAX 
Admissions Tax increased by 2.88%. 

 
This report will be updated and will be available on approximately the tenth business day of each month. 
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