Management Review of
Imigated Lands Occupied by
Prairie Dogs

Open Space Board of Trustees Update
July 8, 2020




Community Members

Alison Ecklund
Val Matheson

: Andy Pelster
The Project John Potter
2> feam and Tory Poulton
Beyond Heather Swanson

Dave Kunftz, Karen Hollweg

Phil Yates, Kendell Ryan, Christian Nunes,
Leah Case, Janet Michels, Deb Kalish

oit.ly/Expedited-Review Boulder County Parks and Open Space




»\Where we left off before COVID
»\What has been happening
»Jpocoming City Council Public Hearing

Purposes of

Update
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City Councll

Direction

bit.ly/Expedited-Review

» Conflict from prairie dog occupancy of
irrigated agricultural lands.

= Meet Charter OS Purposes-Agriculture
= Soil degradation
= Current reliance on relocation not effective

»Conduct Review
»Expedited Process
= Ag/Ecological conditions
= Address conflicts and consider other tools
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OSBT Update

Oct9
|
Community Meeting

Oct 23
OSBT Update
Aug 14
City Council
IP/Head’s Up
Sep 23 OSBT
Update

Oct 23 |

OSBT

_ City COVID
Study Session Response Begins
OSBT Update

oser N8
Update OSBT
Dec 11 Public Hearing OSBT Update OSBT Update

Potential Mar 11 May 13 Jul 8

Recommended Stakeholder
Actions Groul\%\rllepta;lrngs City Council
Jan 6 : :
30 13 Public Hearing
Aug 11

1t Engagement Window:

Describing the Situation
Nov 15

2020

2nd Engagement Window:
Improving the Situation

Jan 6 |

Feb 26 |

' Feb 16

3rd Engagement Window: OSBT & Council Review/Approval
Aug 11



Management Review of Irrigable

Agricul The Open Space Board of Trustees

and Sh Recommended the following changes to the
Impact preferred alternative:

DRAFT Pre

R Clarify that Open Space and Mountain Parks (OSMP) agricultural tenants are
March 11, 2020 stakeholders and strengthen the language throughout the preferred
alternative to emphasize partnerships with agriculturaltenants.

nmww2sa ¢ ldentified several topics forreporting during the annual stakeholder

::;“:;jfx:’r: engagement meeting including reporting out on the results of the previous
have caused def year's work, what was learned, adaptive responses, and plans for the

that looks at gt

iy upcoming year.
% M O r ] ] OS BT caunciprovise *  Remove live frapping, euthanization and donating (trap and donate) fo a
key-lining, soila

i raptor rehabilitation center, and additionalrelocations, as a component of
i the preferred alternative.

R e C O m m e n d O '|'i O n omomiiom. (o Sslggfé:\ézsetmzeéggezﬁgg;rol tenants may conduct in burrow lethal control

ability of soils tc
+ Pursue changes to city code, city regulations and the development of

Ower the last nir

i v special permits on parallel fracks as expediently as possible and as

S appropriate.

semamicbze o Remove the portion of the preferred alternative directing OSMP to transfer
on how it addre - - . .y .

of sois in irrigat funding fo a city Grassland Conservation Fund as compensatory mitigation

for the use of lethal control
Erem ©  Redirectfunds saved byremoving “trap and donate,” and donations fo the

Thiciigh's proce conservation fund to additional lethal control.
applicable regul

bit.ly/Expedited-Review




« Agricultural Tenants & Allies

Community
s Group

* Healthy Ecosystems and
Meetings Agricultural Lands

» Keep Boulder Wild

bit.ly/Expedited-Review




Preferred Alternative and Policy Consistency

Ordinance/Code Change Rule/Regulation Special Permit
Authority City Charter Article ll, Section 16 6-1-40 B.R.C. 6-1-39 B.R.C.

Process for 1sf Reading (date of CC hearing) CAO Review CMO Approval

implementation 2nd Reading (next available date) CMO Approval Notification of City Council (this memo)
30 days after affirmative vote at 15-day comment
last reading where no substantive period
changes are made by City Potential revision and
Council. reposting

w At least two months after council ~ Approximately one Less than one month

Staff Recommendation to City Council:
control ? . .
Allow ag. Gt S_pecml Permit for Lethal Qqn’rrol
weasands © City Manager's Rule for Limited Burrow
Dama ge affirm that

cultural land
constitutes a public improvement project

Additional Costs High Moderate Low
d oYl -IETA (o] FA O VA SIT T B Requires CAO, CMO preparation  Requires CAO, CMO CMO review.
/OSBT Time CMO review, OSBT review, public nofice, City Council notification.
memo/recommendation and at potential for revision
least two City Council memos, and second public
Potential for one or more council notice.

hearings



Management Review of Irrigable
The Open Space B¢ -
Recommended the C O m m U n I -I-

Impact, and Lo phreferred alternativ

Agricultural Fie
and Showing Si

DRAFT Preferred Alter

City of Boulder Open Space and Mot
March 11, 2020

Execu!

Summary

In May 2018, City Council identifisd
Parks (OSMP) irrigated agricultural g
and agricultural policies and prevent
have caused degradation. In respon:
that looks at agricultural uses on the
conditions of the land, high soil heal
Council provided additional directiol
key-lining, soil amendments, lethal ¢
goals.

The review has focused on identifyir
actions and communiry values to co
critical elements of sustainable agric
ability of soils to sequester carbon

Over the last nine months, working !
OSMP and Planning Department sta
resolve the conflict identified by City
Board of Trustees for guidance and 1
alternative based on what was hean
on how it addresses prairie dog con:
of soils in irrigable lands to help add

Through  process of consultation w
applicable regulations, plans and po

alternative to emphasize pq
UpGmina venr

b focor | Ordinance/Code Change Special Permil
Re City Charter Article Il, Section 16 6-1-40B.R.C. 6-1-39 B.R.C.

|dentified several topics for
[{®]® Process for 1¥ Reading (date of CC hearing) CAQ Review CMO Approval

Clarify that Open Space a Gro u p
stakeholders and strengthe
L
engagement meeting incl M e e -I-I ! I g S
year's work, what was lear
2" Reading (next available date) CMO Approval Notification of City Council (this memo)
30 days after affirmative vote at 15-day comment

last reading where no substantive period
changes are made by City Potential revision and
Coungcil. reposting
At least two months after council  Approximately one Less than one month
action on preferred alternative meonth
Yes Yes Yes
Yes Yes No
Nene None Requires City Council action to affirm that
management/restoration of agricultural land
constitutes a public improvement project
High Moderate Low.

CMO review.
City Council notification.

ELEDE L el R Requires CAO, CMO preparation  Regquires CAQ, CMO
CMO review, OSBT review, public notice,
memo/recommendation and at potential for revision
least two City Council memos, and second public
Potential for one or more council notice.
hearings

Management Review of Irrigable
Agricultural Fields Occupied by Prairie Dogs
and Showing Signs of Soil Loss, Ecological
Impact, and Loss of Agricultural Viability

0OSBT-Recommended Preferred Alternative

City of Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks
07-08-2011

Executive Sum

in May 2019, City Council identified that prairie dog levels on numerous Open Space and Mountain
Parks (OSMP) irrigated agricultural properties have resuited in a confiict between the city prairie dog
and agricultural policies and prevent OSMP from fully meeting City Charter purposes of open space and
have caused degradation. In response, council directed OSMP to undertake an expedited public process
that looks at agricultural uses on the northern grasslands including factors affecting the ecological
conditions of the land, high soil heaith, healthy agricultural uses, wildlife heaith, and other conditions.
Council provided additional direction that new land tools could be , including
key-lining, soil amendments, lethal control and other measures to achieve the charter’s open space
goals.

The review has focused on identifying a package of actions that integrates existing policy, community
values and on-the ground actions to conserve prairie dogs and associated species, protect irrigable lands
as critical elements of sustainable agricultural operations and restore and enhance soil health and the
ability of soils to sequester carbon.

Since receiving City Council direction, working with from across the and agency
partners OSMP and Planning Department staff developed a draft approach and evaluated the potential
actions to resolve the conflict identified by City Council. Staff presented a range of options to the Open
Space Board of Trustees for guidance and to the ped a preferred
alternative based on what was heard. Next, a staff-prepared preferred alternative was presented to the
OSBT for recommendation to City Council. The OSET amended and unanimously recommended the
preferred alternative for City Council approval. This document describes the preferred alternative with
emphasis on how it prairie dog gri and soil health and the
potential of soils in irrigable lands to help address the climate crisis

for review and has




Preferred Alternative

Findings

Assumptions

Preferred Alternative Actions
Prioritization

2l o= o =

Implementation



OSBT Recommended Preferred Alternative Actions

R OIS

. Meet with stakeholders

Relocate prairie dogs from approximately 30-40 acres annually

Allow relocation of up to 20 prairie dogs from urban sites w/receiving
site capacity

Remove approximately 100-200 acres via lethal control annually
Apply for Special Permit for lethal control

Establish a 100% removal goal within a field

Install barriers where appropriate

Work with tenants and neighbors to coordinate removals

Restore soils and vegetation for irrigated agricultural use and C-
sequesiration

10. Allow agricultural activities with limited effects upon burrows by rule



Next Steps

Dates
July 8

Aug 11

ltem
OSBT Update

City Council Public Hearing




Questions?e






