
CITY OF BOULDER 
BOULDER, COLORADO 

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS MEETING MINUTES 
To listen to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board meetings in their entirety, please go to the following link: 

www.boulderparks-rec.org 

Name of Board/Commission: Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
Date of Meeting: October 26, 2015 
Contact Information Preparing Summary: Sarah DeSouza 303-413-7223 
Board Members Present: Mike Conroy, Kelly Wyatt, Tom Klenow, Valerie Yates, Jennifer Kovarik 
Mike Guzek, Marty Gorce 
Staff Present: Yvette Bowden, Therron Dieckmann, Jeff Haley, Ali Rhodes, Dean Rummel, Erynn 
Simone, Sarah DeSouza 
Guests Present: Lori Canova, I Have a Dream Foundation Boulder County, Rene Brodeur, Boulder 
Housing Partners and Matt Chasansky, Boulder Public Library 
Type of Meeting: Advisory/Regular 
Agenda Item 1: Call to Order  
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. and the agenda was approved as written. 
Agenda Item 2: Future Board Items and Tours 
Bowden provided this timeline update: 

• 11/3/15 – Take a Kid Mountain Biking Day at Valmont City Park 
• 11/20/15 – Washington School Park Name Recommendation to City Council 
• 11/30/15 – Halloween Carnival 

Agenda Item 3: Public Participation 
• Chuck Howe, resident, spoke about his concern about the current conditions at Thunderbird Lake. 
• Stu Stuller, resident, spoke in support of the successful partnership between the City of Boulder 

and the Boulder Nordic Club. 
• Roberta Mantione, non-resident, spoke about concerns regarding the Pottery Lab’s direction and 

leadership. 
• Beverly Meier, resident, spoke about concerns regarding the Pottery Lab’s direction and 

leadership. 
• Rosemary Hegerty, resident, spoke about concerns regarding the Pottery Lab’s direction and 

leadership. 
• Ron Broome, resident, spoke about concerns regarding the Pottery Lab’s direction and leadership. 
• Bob Crifasi, resident spoke in support of the Pottery Lab’s direction and leadership. 
• Dr. Steven resident, Boulder, spoke about concerns regarding the Pottery Lab’s direction and 

leadership. 
• Ellen Hardman, resident, spoke about concerns regarding the Pottery Lab’s direction and 

leadership. 
• Mary Hartigan, resident, spoke about concerns regarding the Pottery Lab’s direction and 

leadership. 
Agenda Item 4: Consent Agenda 

A. Approval of Minutes from September 28, 2015 
Minutes from September 28, 2015 were approved as amended.   

B. Parks and Recreation Development Update 
C. Parks and Recreation Operations Update 

 

http://www.boulderparks-rec.org/


Agenda Item 5: Items for Action 
A. Public Hearing and Consideration of a Motion to Approve a Service Agreement with Gonzo 

Tennis, Inc to Provide Tennis Programs at City of Boulder Tennis Courts and Gymnasiums 
 
The public hearing was opened.  

• Gonzo Garcia, Boulder, spoke about the long term partnership that has existed between his 
company, Gonzo Tennis, Inc and the City of Boulder. 

• Rob Scott, non-resident, spoke in support of Gonzo Tennis. 
• Sharon M. Dickinson, resident, spoke in support of Gonzo Tennis. 
• Vivian Curl, resident, spoke in support of Gonzo Tennis. 

 
The public hearing was closed. 
 
Yvette Bowden, Dean Rummel and Erynn Simone spoke on this topic.   
 
The Board was: 

• Supportive of this long term and successful public/private partnership. 
• Encouraged staff to research more robust scholarship opportunity to enhance program 

participation by under-served populations. 
• Questioned staff about reporting requirements included in all partnerships agreements including 

what provisions exist when problems between contractor and patrons occur. 
• Inquired about the RFP process. 
• Supportive of the long term nature of the contract. 
• Appreciative of the public support for the partnership. 
• Interested in the establishment of a system that would enable the public to directly provide 

feedback to contractors. 
 
The public hearing was closed. 
 
Wyatt presented the following motion: 
Motion to approve the Services Contract for a Recreation Program between the City of Boulder Parks and 
Recreation Department and Gonzo Tennis, Inc and authorize the City Manager to make minor 
amendments prior to or during the term of the agreement in order to ensure that tennis programming is 
provided in a manner that is consistent with applicable laws and the policies and regulations of the City of 
Boulder. 
 
Gorce seconded the motion. 
 
The motion passed unanimously, 7-0. 
Agenda Item 7: Matters from the Department 
 

A. Dream Big Presentation 
 
Lori Canova, I Have a Dream Foundation Boulder County, Rene Brodeur, Boulder Housing Partners and 
Ali Rhodes, presented this item to the Board. 

• Dream Big represents a group of community stakeholders committed to improving educational 
outcomes for students in Boulder County. 

The Board offered the following comments: 
• Asked for more information about who is able to participate in the afternoon school program at 

Columbine Elementary School. 



• Questioned the speakers about the type of activities that occur in the afterschool programs. 
• Voiced support for the program. 

 
B. Aquatics Study Implementation Update – Lap Lane Allocation 

Ali Rhodes, presented this item to the Board. 
 
The Board offered the following comments: 

• Maintain clear communication channels to the public. 
• Include all aquatics groups in the conversation. 
• Investigate scale pricing (incentivize to swim in off hours). 
• Seek creative solutions to help address the problem. 
• Address the distribution versus quantity challenge. 
• Leverage other lap lane options in neighboring communities and with private providers. 
• Collect accurate data regarding lap lane usage and pool counts. 

 
C. Thunderbird Lake Environmental Study Update 

Jeff Haley, presented this item to the Board and discussed the role of “view corridors” within the context 
of the existing wetlands permit. 
 
The Board offered the following comments: 

• Concern about the vegetation in front of the Memorial that is blocking the view from the 
Memorial to the lake. 

• Interest in maximizing the view for the residents of the adjacent retirement community. 
• Continue to involve the neighboring community in generating the solution to the view challenges. 

 
Agenda Item 7: Matters from Board Members 

A. Considered Letter of Support for Community Cultural Plan 
• Matt Chasansky, presented this item to the Board and addressed the aspects of the plan that have 

been updated since it was last presented to the Board. The Board is no longer being asked to 
prepare a letter of support for the Community Cultural Plan. 

 
The Board offered the following feedback to the plan: 

• Encourage a further look at generating meaningful feedback from the younger members of the 
community (under 16 years). 

• Consider the positive youth development model of engagement. 
• The PRAB expressed its general support for the existing Community Cultural Plan and its 

support for the department’s master plan, and encouraged the plan’s inclusion of YOAB, efforts 
that look into neighborhood outreach and enhancement and the overall vibrancy of its support for 
youth and the entirety of the community. 
 

B. Follow Up Comments to Public Participation Feedback Regarding the Pottery Lab 
 

• There will be a follow up conversation with SAB. 
• This issue is being brought forth as an employment matter and the performance of an existing 

non-profit Board independent from the city. 
• While the city maintains a relationship with the Board, the city has no control over the Board (its 

make up or its membership). 
• The interest of the department is the continued provision of excellent services to the customers. 
• Need to listen carefully to the community but also be thoughtful about the city’s role. 



• Seek and approach where everyone feels heard,  reach resolution cooperatively, but 
independently from the city  

Next Board Meeting: November 23, 2015 
Adjourn: There being no further business to come before the board at this time; the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:12 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

Approved by:        Attested: 

_________________________      ________________________ 

Mike Conroy        Sarah DeSouza 

Board Chair        Board Secretary   
     

Date _____________________      Date ____________________ 


