
ELKS Park Public Meeting Notes 
10/12/10 

 
 
Neighborhood/Participant Input 

• Informal cyclo-cross uses are okay for the open space now. As the park 
space changes, this use may not be as appropriate. (staff noted that with 
the future opening of the Valmont Bike Park, cyclo-cross uses will likely 
shift away from the current Elks Park area) 

• Keep the park area like it is – a few amenities 
• Private property at 26th – explain land ownership conditions (uses and 

boundaries), easements, public and private uses, etc. 
• Will parking be provided?  Parking is typically not provided at 

neighborhood level parks 
• “Undeveloped” qualities of space is nice – currently room for 10-12 picnic 

tables is good 
• Adjacent HOA provides a small park with playground uses.  Elks Park may 

not require playground uses is provided in the adjacent neighborhood  
• Like it the way it is …..don’t need a manicured lawn 
• Dogs in the neighborhood – lots of dogs – possible amenities  
• Natural turf a little rough – mowed twice a year. Would like a balance of 

turf and natural area 
• Part open – part natural appearance 
• Keep trees – along drainage 

 
Look at options: 

• Bark path vs. concrete crusher fines loop path  
• Baseball diamond – if maintained it would be used 
• Clean up area – some areas more refined – not as much 
• Irrigation – new system/water from irrigation ditch 
• Investigate rights/use of water in ditch 
• 2 old water taps on site 
• Lawns are prevalent in parks throughout the city…for Elks Park I see a 

field with a horse – not a golfer 
• The space is a gem in the backyard – it will draw people from outside the 

area 
• Keep trees at perimeter – more trees down 28th – visually block view to 

park area 
• Adjacent Elks Facility; are any changes or planning strategies being 

considered (that will affect the Elks Park) 
• Dog park criteria: minimum 3 acres – if the park is a dog park it will draw 

people – more people 
• Consider a hybrid condition with a perimeter dog park loop design - any 

experience with this? (staff commented that designated dog parks that are 
too small have potential negative implications; dogs need space to roam)  



• Parallel (walking) path along concrete path 
• Bark path vs. crusher fines? 
• Keep perimeter as the circulation system with the center area as a more 

natural space 
• Introduce wetlands in the center – natural native species 
• More natural climbing systems – less playground equipment/more natural 

design systems – boulders/logs 
• How much space is needed to accommodate a multi use field/open play 

area – not a traditional baseball diamond 
• No reason to take the existing shelter down 
• More open shelter design may reduce negative activities/uses 
• Open it up (the shelter) – sustainability use to keep existing structure – 

consider keeping the framework of the structure 
• Memorial horseshoe pit –  
• Stone pillars – “gone fishing” sign – all add character to the space 
• Noticeable icon/elements existing on site – avoid introducing large plastic 

play equipment! 
• Natural rough/woody character 
• Adopt-a-Park option 
• Trail would be plowed (snow) 

 
What are the future Right-of-way improvements for on 28th Street?  
What is the status and level of coordination among staff/agencies?  
No plans to add travel lanes – possible bike lane/multi use path adjacent to the 
roadway – need to coordinate with transportation on how edge conditions may be 
treated to balance neighborhoods interests in more trees along the eastern park 
edge and future Right-of-way plans on 28th Street. 
 
Add shade (trees) at play areas (playground space) and the immediate vicinity 
where parents are socializing while watch children a play. 
 
 


