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Background

October, 2010
Ted’s Montana Grill Opens in Boulder

Oc’rober, 28 20] ] MONTANA GRILL

Offer of Donation Announced Razgress. o gooles
Ted Turner to donate buffalo herd to
Dece m b er ] / 2 O ] ] roam Boulder open space: CNN
. . . founder working with city to place 20
City Council Meeting bison along U.S. 36

Boulder Daily Camera

Staff directed to evaluate donation



Timeline

90-day Staff Evaluation Open Space Board of

Trustees Update City Council
A April 11 OSBT update June 5

Januirry February March ﬁ J;pril May June

Project Team Community Open Space Board of
Formed and Planning Meeting Trustees
Begins March 29 May 23

Recommendation
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BISDN DONATION ANAI.YSIS FOR GSMP DWNED AND MANAGED LANDS

o ]

5gpth Bculcjer Road

[
-

Ehth 5t

Arapahoe Rd.

HREA OF

COMSIDE 4;|‘I-t’.*_r:./

Legend

@ Stock Tank

&

nisting Fence

Froposed internal Bison Fe
A T
#™, " state Natural Area
] i

rrigated Field

11 Prairie Dog Colory

EMP Oraned & Managed Property

Utbe: Ladies Tresses Orchid

| &

Small Populatian

Large Population

»f Evaluated Area {Acreage)

Marth (311]

South [533)

BISOM AREA SUMBARY DATA

Perimater Lercing |&i irbarmal Fereing )]

Acm




Grassland Plan Context

* Extirpated Species
— Work with agency responsible

— When OSMP can make a significant contribution to
recovery

— In the context of meeting other Grassland Plan
objectives







Aesthetics

Value to University of Colorado

Species reintroduction

Tourist appeal--increase city revenues

Consistent with Agricultural Uses
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17 of 200 comments supported the donation; 10 supporting responses included at least one reason



Opposing Comments (n=183)

Cost

Wildlife habitat/movement
Publicaccess

Not reintroduction only tourist attraction or zoo
Fence aesthetics

Agriculture impacts
Vegetation

Not appropriate use for OSMP
Road safety

Existing lessees

Free Advertising
Neighborhood impacts (traffic)
Safety

Loss of public support for open space

0 20 40 60 80 100
183 of 200 comments opposed the donation; of these 137 opposing responses included at least one reason




Overall Factors
Cost

Evaluation Factors

Management flexibility

Agricultural Factors

e Safety

e Effects upon tenants
* Lease revenue

Community Factors

e Safety

e Enjoyment of bison
* Visitor access

e Bison ranching operation * Neighborhood effects

e Pastures/forage
e Water availability

e Cultural landscape

Ecological Factors
e Habitat fragmentation
e Xeric tallgrass prairie

e Grassland birds

e Butterflies and skippers
e Ute ladies-tresses orchid
* Prairie dog management



Item Descriptions

START UP COSTS

Sites

North of 36 South of 36
Acreage 311 533

Fencing

External Fencing length {ft)

LESSEE RUN OPERATION

(Cost per foot below ) 26,060 32312
511.00] 5 286,660.00 | 5 355,432.00
Internal Fencing length (ft)
[Cost per foot below ) 6,023 6523
S50 b 66,253.00 | § 71,753.00
TOTAL FENCING 5 352,913.00 | 5 427,185.00
Other/MNon-Fencing
Carral {high) 74,200 74,200
Cormral (low) 5 53,200 | 5 53,200
Squeeze Shoot/Scale 5 12500 | 5 12,500
Building for Hay Storage {High: hay bam) s 77500 | 5 77,500
Building for Hay Storage {Low: pole barn) 5 40,000 | 5 40,000
Water Development 5 40,000.00
Bison Viewing Pullout 5 £,000.00 | 5 6,000.00
START UP COSTS LOW 5 464,613.00 $ 578,885.00
START UP COSTS HIGH 5 523,113.00 $ 637,385.00

Additional Start Up Costs

OSMP STAFF RUN OPERATION

Staff Time 5 200000 | 5 8,000.00
Additional Annual Costs
Lease Administration 5 1,000.00 | 5 1,000.00
Fence/Facity Maintance & Replacement Costs 5 5,000.00 | 5 5,000.00
ADDITIONAL CO5TS: LESSEE RUN § 14,000.00 % 14,000.00
LESSEE RUN LOW $ 473,613.00 $ 587,885.00
LESSEE RUN HIGH $ 531,113.00 & 545,385.00

Additional Start Up Costs

Vehicle (full sized pick up-purchase) 5 28,000.00 | 5 28,000.00
Computer/Office 5 3,000.00 | 5 3,000.00
Additional Annual Costs

Staff Time 5 78,000.00 | 5 78,000.00
Vehicle (replacement cost at 7-year duty cycle) s 400000 | & 4,000.00
Vehicle (annual operational cost @ %.33/mile) 5 300000 | 5 3,000.00
Residence 5 20,000.00 | 5 20,000.00
Feeding (12 head for four months) 4 3,960.00 | 5 3,960.00
Veterinary Costs (disease testing, vaccination,) 5 1,000.00 | 5 1,000.00
Fence/Facility Maintance & Replacement Costs 5 5,000.00 | 5 5,000.00

TOTAL ADDITIOMNAL COSTS: STAFF RUN 5 3

O5MP STAFF RUN LOW S 5

OSMP 5TAFF RUN HIGH 5 $




Level of
Investment

Cost Scenarios
Startup and first year

Low

High

Operator

Lessee

North: $470,000

City/OSMP Staff

North: $580,000

South: $590,000

North: $530,000

South: $690,000

North: $640,000

South: $650,000

South: $750,000
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Effects

Upon Lessees

Davidson Ditch/TIS 36 culvert

Boulder/Jefferson County Line



Cattle and Bison Grazing Regimes
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Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct
— —mgsm 4
CATTLE
South hayfelds | 100-120 cattle
upland xeric tollgrass pasture =
North | 250 yearling calves (west) | Chayfields
vplond xeric tallgross posture 3 80 cows |
BISON
North or South
hoyfields | 12-13 Bison; 10-12 BisonCalves | 12-13 Bison |
uplond xeric tallgrass posture #1 3| 12-13 Bison; 10-12 Bison Calves |

upland xerie tallgross posture #2 $| 12-13 Bison; 10-12 Bison Calves
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Cattle and Bison Grazing Regimes

AU per
# | T AU | Feed | Mo. | AUM
ype ee ° Year
CATTLE
C
South 1170 | ™ | 12 | o5 | a4 | 264 | 22
Calv Pr
Total AU/Year NOW 22
North 250 |Yrings| 0.6 | 0.25 3 |112.5|9.375
80 | Y 12 | o5 | 3 | 144 | 12
Calf Pr ) )
Total AU/Year NOW 21.4

AU per
# Type | AU Feed | Mo. | AUM
Year
Cows
and .
Bison
calves 12 1.2 1 8 115.2 9.6
. Calv Pr
April-
Nov
Cows
and .
Bison
calves 12 1.2 0.5 2 14.4 1.2
Calve Pr
Dec &
Jan
Cows
Feb & 12 Bison 1 0.5 2 12 1.0
March
Bull Dec- Bull
utbec 4 U 1.2 0.5 4 24 0.2
March Bison
Bull April Bull
1 K 1.2 1 8 9.6 0.8
Nov Bison

Total AU/Year in Bison Ranching Scenario

12.8




N. Feathill

AREA OF
CONSIDERATION
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11%

30%

12%

Cover of Evaluation Sites

North Area

W Xeric Tallgrass Prairie

B Mixed Grass Prairie Mosaic
" Hayfield

W Other

24%

South Area

W Xeric Tallgrass Prairie
B Mixed Grass Prairie Mosaic
[ Hayfield

W Other
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South Boulder Creek
Natural Area

Legend

South Boulder Creek Natural Area
Bison Donation Analsyis Areas
MNorth Area

D South Area




Evaluation Factors

Overall Factors
Cost $
Management flexibility ¥

Agricultural Factors Community Factors Ecological Factors
o Safety 4 * Safety \ 4 e Habitat fragmentation ¥
e Effects upon tenants ¥ e Enjoyment of bison #  Xeric tallgrass prairie $
e Lease revenue @® * Visitor access 4 e Grassland birds
e Bison ranching operation e Neighborhood effect ¥  Butterflies and skippers

* Pastures/forage e Cultural landscape ¥ o Ute ladies-tresses orchid ¥

* Water availability * Prairie dog management ¥
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