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Approved 12/9/15 
OPEN SPACE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Minutes   
Meeting Date November 16, 2015 

 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
Shelley Dunbar    Frances Hartogh       Molly Davis  Kevin Bracy Knight    Tom Isaacson 
 
STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT    
Tracy Winfree    Jim Reeder       Steve Armstead     Mark Gershman      Juliet Bonnell     
Phil Yates      Deryn Wagner  Heather Swanson     Lynne Sullivan     Kelly Wasserbach  
Annie McFarland     Leah Case                 Alycia Alexander     
 
GUESTS 
Val Matheson, Urban Wildlife Conservation Coordinator 
Lesli Ellis, Comprehensive Planning Manager  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m.   
 
AGENDA ITEM 1 – Approval of the Minutes 
Frances Hartogh said on page two it should say, “Frances said it would be helpful to understand how staff 
plans to manage a trail in a Habitat Conservation Area (HCA) with critical habitat, including data about 
the success or lack thereof of such management in other HCAs. She asked how Boulder County had been 
involved in the North TSA process, since county open space is affected, especially in the preparation of 
the resource inventories and scenarios, and suggested it would be helpful to have a representative from 
that department present at the study session.” 
 
Tom Isaacson moved the Open Space Board of Trustees to approve the minutes from Oct. 14, 2015 as 
amended. Frances Hartogh seconded. This motion passed unanimously. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 2 – Public Participation for Items not Identified for Public Hearing  
Ray Bridge, on behalf of the Boulder County Audubon Society, said in regard to the North Trail Study 
Area (TSA), staff should take into account the Open Space and Mountain Parks (OSMP) Charter when 
planning trail and recreation opportunities. He said recreation goals can still be achieved with preserving 
important resources. The current Habitat Conservation Area (HCA) designation on the Joder Property 
should be retained.  
 
Karen Hollweg, Boulder, said the Towhee Trail reroute exemplifies what is possible for trail building on 
natural areas throughout the system. It is possible to build a trail while still protecting all other natural 
resources. Even the finest trails have multiple impacts which is why guiding documents identify special 
lands as HCAs. HCAs represent the largest blocks of ecosystem types, have few trails and have lower 
levels of visitor use. She asked the Board to keep this in mind while discussing the North TSA. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 3 – Matters from Staff  
Val Matheson, Urban Wildlife Conservation Coordinator, gave a presentation to the Board on a 
recent bear study 
Frances said the public needs to understand that reporting a bear sighting is not a strike. Shelley added 
that there has been some concern from the public about potential harm to the animal. Val said when the 
city is talking about management it is geared towards the people (vs. the state who manages the animal). 
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This project is not going to harm the animal, and the public-reported sightings do not count as a strike for 
the bear. Tom asked if this study would provide insight into aspects of Open Space and what might be 
pushing bears into town. Val said the data could potentially be manipulated to show that, but this study is 
designed to look at where they are going within town.  
 
Lesli Ellis, Comprehensive Planning Manager, gave an update on the Boulder Valley 
Comprehensive Plan for 2015 
Frances asked how this process will affect construction of the flood abatement berm on the Colorado 
University (CU) Property. Lesli said these are parallel processes but not entirely tied together, so this 
process will need to precede the berm. Tom said it will be helpful to have more clarity on long-range 
goals surrounding local food production. Kevin agreed that having goals better stated would allow for 
OSMP to look at internal policies. For example, temporary greenhouse structures are somewhat of a grey 
area on Open Space.  
 
AGENDA ITEM 4 – Matters from the Board 
Shelley notified the Board that in December the OSBT (Open Space Board of Trustees) will be asked to 
provide feedback to council for its 2016 Retreat.  
 
Tom and Frances will work on a draft letter to council that will be reviewed at the December OSBT 
meeting.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT – The meeting adjourned at 6:53 p.m. 
 
These draft minutes were prepared by Leah Case. 
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