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Cultivate, Educate, Celebrate
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Zone 1 : Wetland/Riparian Botanic Garden

To include interpretative signage identifying 

local riparian flora and fauna and discuss local 

flooding facts & history.

Zone 2 : Boulder Rock + Climb Play

To include climbing boulders and logs to en-

courage play and climbing activities.  

Interpretive signage to address local geological 

history and features.

Zone 10: Riparian Restoration

The zone along Boulder Creek to be restored 

with native wetland/riparian vegetation.  

Zone 3 : Urban Community Garden

Garden plots for community use; managed by 

Growing Gardens Non-Profit of Boulder. 

Interpretive signage to address local agricul-

tural production, soil profile and health, and 

permaculture practices.

Zone 4 : Xeric Demonstation Garden

Examples of local xeric, drought-tolerant small 

shrubs, perennials, and groundcover.

Interpretive signage identifying plant common 

and latin names, exposure, hardiness, soil needs.

Zone 5 : Mining Play

Relocate existing Mining exhibit to this area. Min-

ing themed play Including sand pit for digging, 

‘natural’  tunnel, mining bridge.

Interpretative signage to address local mining 

facts and history.

Zone 6: Watershed Play

Themed play that educates the concept of water-

shed science in a fun way including play mounds 

(mountains), dry creek bed, geological cut, etc. 

Interpretative signage to address local watershed 

facts and information.

Zone 7: Natural Play Tot Lot

Play area to include swings, balance challenges, 

low boulders made of natural materials (wood, 

stone, metals) geared toward 7 yr old & under.

Zone 8: Children’s Picnic & Reading Garden

Low picnic tables and seating themed and sized 

for children made of natural materials (wood, 

stone, metals).

Zone 9: Weather Station

Public access weather station with interpretive 

signage describing the controls & readings.  More 

interpretive signage that discusses local climate 

conditions and factis.  This could be a science and 

art collaboration project.

 Catalytic Project

Cultivate, Educate, Celebrate N 0’        60’      120’

Boulder Civic Area Design Competition       January 2013

20’    40’    



     Best Civic 
Facilities & Functions 

1 

VISION PROJECT 



Civic ArtCivic Art



Sheet No.

A2

Sheet No.

PROJECT TITLE

 3867 CLAY ST., DENVER, COLORADO

June 1, 2012

Design Team Logos Developer/Owner

Logos

Site Plan Line 1

Plan Line 2
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Boulder Civic Area Vision Project



0 60 120

Proposed 
Assisted Living
2 levels
15,800 s.f. Total

Proposed Library 
Parking Garage
2 levels up 
1 level down
348 Parking Spaces

Proposed Library 
Expansion or
Boulder History 
Museum
2 levels  
14,398 S.F. / Floor
28,796 S.F. Total

Boulder Creek

Farmers Ditch

Arapahoe Rd.

Canyon Blvd.

Broadway

13th. St.

14th. St.

Senior Center
1 Level
17,350 S.F. Total

Retail Wrap
1 Ground level
8,141 S.F. Total

Proposed City Offices
3 levels
65,500 S.F. Total

Multi-Use 
Lawn & Band 

Shell

Farmer's 
Market Tent 

Structures 
W/ Rollup

Garage Doors

Beach
Peace 
Garden

Beach

Existing 
Library

Widen Existing  
Creek Trail to 16'

Define Creek 
Access w/ 

Terraced Seating

Remove Existing Library 
Parking from High 

Hazard Zone
(99 Spaces)

Fencing Along  
Creek Trail 
to manage pedestrian 
access, associated 
erosion & loss of 
vegetation along both 
sides of creek

Proposed 10' walk 
w/ Street Tree 

Plantings

Expanded Multi-
Use Lawn Area

Proposed 10' walk 
w/ Street Tree 

Plantings

Proposed 16' 
Multi-Use Trail

Terraced 
Seating

Service 
Access

Cottonwood Grove
Lower grade in this area to 
create fill material for 
proposed structures between 
13th. & 14th. Streets.

9t
h.

 S
t.

Proposed  Eastside 
Parking Garage
2 Levels up 
1 Level down
312  Parking Spaces
1.5' Above Existing Grade

Flood Gate

ADA Drop-Off 
& Bus Stop

Gallary / Studio Space
2 levels
18,693 per Level
37,386 S.F. Total

Dushanbe Teahouse

Boulder Municipal Plaza

Remove Existing 
Library Parking, City 
Parking  & City 
Offices from the High 
Hazard Flood Zone
2 Buildings 
267 Parking Spaces

Proposed  
Conference Center

2 Levels up 
17,350 S.F per Level

34,700 S.F Total

ADA Drop-Off
ADA Ramp

ADA Ramp

Note: All proposed structures 
located between 13th and 14th 
Streets are elevated 2.5' above 
existing grade for flood 
mitigation

BMoCA

Colored Paving 
at Crosswalk

Colored Paving 
at Crosswalk

 Boulder Civic Area Vision Project - Illustrative Site Plan

ADA Drop-Off  & 
Bus Stop

Legend
Existing Buildings 
Proposed Buildings
Existing Walks
Proposed Walks
Lawn Areas
Creek or Ditch
Existing Trees
Proposed Trees

14th. St.
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A Civic Experience for a 
Creative CityCreative City



A Civic Experience for a Creative City1

Place Concept Images Here

PROJECT OVERVIEW:
An inspiring fusion of green spaces, activity centers and landmark buildings is 
the foundation of the Civic District vision. This experience asserts the 
importance of the quality of life of Boulder and reveals its emerging 

Place Concept Images Here prominence as a cultural destination for Colorado’s Creative City. Boulder’s 
Civic District will be a place for everyone. A unifying design theme and 
cohesive outdoor spaces with connective RIBBONS of pathways, lightways
and natural forms that weave together special areas within the District, each 
with a distinctive elements and purpose as civic space and are identified 
within this plan as:within this plan as:

- City Campus (central zone)
- Creekwalk – The River
- Central Park West – The Fields
- Central Park East – The ArtsRendered Aerial of Design Vision Central Park East The Arts 
- Organic Living (western zone)
- Eco-Tech Basecamp (eastern zone)

Synthesis of Vision

Location:_____________________________________________
___ 
Submission No:_____________________(Organizer Use Only)
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Boulder Civic Center Vision
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PERFORMING ARTS

BMOCA

YOCUM’S

TEA
HOUSE

ATRIUM

BLDG.

ICE 
RINK

BOULDER CREEK 
PATH

CONCEPT

ILLUSTRATIVE PERSPECTIVE

•	 CREATE	STRONG	CULTURAL	CENTER	INCORPORATING	MUSE-
UMS,	PERFORMING	ARTS,	TEA	HOUSE	IN	BLOCK	BETWEEN	13TH	
AND	14TH,	ARAPAHOE	AND	CANYON.	EMBRACE	CITY	PARK

•	 CREATE	YEAR	ROUND	VENUE	FOR	FARMERS	MARKET	(”SOLAR	
GLASS	BARN”)

•	 CONSOLIDATE	ALL	MUNICIPAL	BUILDINGS	WEST	OF	BROADWAY	
MUNICIPAL	COMPLEX

BOULDER CIVIC AREA COMPETITION
SCALE:	1”=60’
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DECONSTRUCT PARK CENTRAL 
NEW BRITAIN BUILDINGS

ELIMINATE SURFACE 
PARKING RECLAIM 1.75 

ACRES OF OPEN SPACE

EXPAND PARK  / FLOODWAY

FARMERS MARKET
 PLAZA A

FARMERS MARKET
 SOLAR TRELLIS

NEW PARKING
 STRUCTURE

CREATE GATEWAY TO DOWN-
TOWN. INCORPORATE MONUMENT, 
SIGNAGE, LANDSCAPE, ETC.

DEVELOP NE CORNER (GAS STATION 
SITE) IN CONJUNCTION WITH STUDIO 
RENOVATION

POTENTIAL NEW AMPHITHEATER 
SOUTH OF ARAPAHOE

CONNECT 13TH STREET CULTURAL 
PROMENADE TO CU

POTENTIAL PARKING BELOW

POTENTIAL PARKING BELOW

ENHANCE FARMERS DITCH

RELOCATE BAND SHELL 
TO ANOTHER PARK

DEVELOP NEW MUNICIPAL 
BUILDINGS ALONG ARAPAHOE 

CLIP CORNER TO OPEN VIEWS TO 
BOULDER CREEK CORRIDOR

EXPAND / ENHANCE
 PLAYGROUND

RELOCATE PARKING

NEW PARKING STRUCTURE TO ACCOMMODATE 
SENIOR CENTER, LIBRARY PATRONS AND 
MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES

CREATE TRUE 
“BOULEVARD”

DOUBLE ROW OF CANOPY 
SHADE TREES

STRONG PEDESTRIAN 
CONNECTION AT 13TH ST. 
INTERSECTION W/ CANYON

LANDMARK TOWER/ FOCAL 
POINT
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