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MESSAGE FROMTHEDIRECTOR

When | moved about the Open Space and F/I%Untain Parks system on the morn-
ing of Sept. 12, 2013, it was hard to come to grips with the dramatic impact to

our community and our public lands caused by the rain and floods. In the days
following the flood, even as we all reeled from the devastation, our community
immediately began to come together. There was a deep com

m'lﬁent to help
mend damage all over the city and certainly including battere n Spac%i“l

Mountain Parks (OSMP) lands.
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Indeed, as flooding continued and the City of Bould: ’ d to close trails,

| heard from many people that the loss of acce - was very difficult. =

They felt a need to get back into nature, to re the land, to recharges ~ &

their spirits. So b wrebuild our trails, '
ve 0 ucture. Forty projects

strides in reopening

rig ditches that distrib-

oured by

gFadaptive in the future™s

When | look back on what Colorado communities, {TTE ]
accomplished in 2013, there are so many things we can be proud of. BUtMNa
meant most to me was watching the community come together in ap iation of
our prized landscapes to restore them, and to make the connection we have with
them even stronger.

Michael Patton, Director
Open Space and Mountain Parks
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BOULDER'S LONG TRADITION
OF PROTECTING THE LAND

Every minute of every day, about four acres of America’s forests and
farmlands are lost to development. Yet for more than a century, Boulder
residents have recognized the beauty of the land around them, its special
place in their lives and have worked tirelessly to safequard it. OSMP is
proud to be stewards of their innovative legacy and will continue to
protect Boulder's landscapes for generations to come.

1898

The day after

. Chautaugua's
grand opening, the
city purchases the
eastern slope of
Flagstaff Mountain.

1912

The city purchases

. another 1,200 acres

of land on Flagstaff
Mountain from the
U.S. for $1.25 per
acre.

1967

Boulder voters approve

. a perpetual 0.40-cent

sales tax to acquire
Open Space. It was the
first time citizens in
any U.S. city vote for an
Open Space tax.

1973

Residents’ activism

. leads to the creation

of a separate Open
Space Department
to acquire and
preserve land.

2001

Open Space and
Mountain Parks
are merged to
form the current
Open Space and
Mountain Parks
Department.

1989

Boulder voters
. approve a 0.33-
cent sales tax
to accelerate
Open Space
preservation.

2013

Boulder residents
extend the 0.33-cent
sales tax. On Jan. 1,
2019, two-thirds, or
0.22-cent, will go to
acquire and maintain
Open Space while the

* remaining O.11-cent
will fund other city
services. In 2035, .10-
cent of the .22-cent
tax will permanently
be dedicated to OSMP.
The other .12-cent
will go to the city's
general fund.

1907

The federal
government gives

" Boulder 1,600 acres
of land on Flagstaff
Mountain.

1959

Boulder voters

approve a 'blue
* line' charter

amendment to help
preserve the city's
mountain backdrop
by restricting the
provision of water
above an elevation
of 5,750 feet.

1971

Boulder voters
pass a charter

- amendment “Temm
allowing the city z
to issue bonds to -

buy, manage and
maintain Ope ;
Space. ’1 .
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1986

. Boulder voters pass a
= _.. Charter amendment =

 providing additional
. protection for Open

f ”“!;sivpagg;.l.?nds.
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¥:  Boulder residents
_ vote to approve
_“-an extension of
the-.33-cent sales % .
tax through 2018.

2003

- Voters add 0.15-
fent sales tax
« through 2019 to
fund continued
(‘land acquisition
‘-I and maintenance.
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THE POWER OF NATURE:
THE SEPTEMBER FLOODS

The Earth is a dynamic place. Over the eons, rainfall and flooding have
helped to shape the land, including Boulder's unigue lands. In September
2013, flooding once again reshaped the landscape around us. This time,
however, historic flooding brought extensive damage across Colorado's Front
Range and caused significant landscape changes across OSMP’s system,
battering almost every single part of the department’s 145-mile trail system.


https://bouldercolorado.gov/osmp/osmp-flood

OUR INSPIRING COMMUNITY

As rain continued to fall and water spilled across the landscape in
mid-September, phone calls and emails from the Boulder community
poured into OSMP every day. In nearly every email and call was a simple
guestion: “What can | do to help you rebuild?"”

Over the next several months, OSMP’s volunteer staff took those kind and
generous offers of assistance, and used them to restore critical functions
to flood-damaged ecosystems, drainages and ditches. Our community’s
incredible efforts also helped OSMP to reopen 99 percent of its trail system
- a significant achievement that has led thousands of visitors to reconnect
with this landscape. Together with our community, we accomplished
extraordinary things.
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2013 HIGHLIGHTS

Developed ecological restoration projects to address damage

N caused by the September floods.

Thinned 140 acres of overgrown forest to reduce wildfire risk and
enhance natural ecological processes.

Applied sustainable methods, including goat grazing, to improve
ecosystems impacted by invasive weed species.

Implemented grassland restoration projects identified in OSMP’s
Grassland Ecosystem Management Plan.

Mitigated impacts to sensitive habitats caused by U.S. Highway 36
expansion.

Improve OSMP forest health and reduce wildfire risk.

[}
WHAT S Control invasive weeds, especially in flood-affected areas.

NEXT Restore riparian areas affected by the flood.
(XX}
Continue implementing OSMP's grassland management plan.




2013 HIGHLIGHTS

Developed an action plan to repair and reopen 99 percent of

N OSMP's flood-damaged trail system.

Made significant progress on construction of the new Wittemyer
Trail west of Boulder.

Began the bidding process for a contractor to assess feasibility
of mountain biking from Eldorado State Park to Walker Ranch.

Co-operated with state and Boulder County officials to build an

underpass for visitors to safely cross Highway 93.

Partnered with Boulder County to connect OSMP's Cottonwood
Trail near Niwot to trails at the Boulder Reservoir.

Rebuild numerous flood-damaged trails.

WHAT,S Reopen the Royal Arch Trail.

e Reconstruct Gregory Canyon Road and Chapman Drive.
NEXT oeo Repair the Sanitas Valley Trail.

Complete the new Anemone and Wittemyer trails.







2013 HIGHLIGHTS

Offered 481 hikes on many topics, including flood impacts, wildlife,
geology, stargazing and art in nature, for 16,736 people.

Provided 17 programs to people with disabilities from Ireland,
Tajikistan, local universities and elderly communities.

Presented 27 programs and events for Spanish-speaking audiences
as part of OSMP’s growing Latino outreach program.

Made 142,100 face-to-face contacts at OSMP’s Chautaugua Ranger
Cottage, OSMP trailheads, and area festivals and farmers’ markets.

Organized the "Art Inspired by the Land" exhibit, which
showcased 100 community members’ OSMP-inspired artwork.

Received 850,000 page views on osmp.org - an average of
more than 70,000 views per month.

e Increase the number of guided hikes offered.

[
WHAT S e Educate residents about off-leash dog regulations.

NEXT e Distribute more editions of “Field Notes,” our e-newsletter.
[ X X )

e Integrate biomimicry into resiliency planning.




2013 HIGHLIGHTS

Repaired flood-damaged irrigation ditches in Boulder and
surrounding communities.

o
Leased two properties northeast of Boulder to help increase
local market crop production.

Began prescriptive grazing program to remove invasive weeds in
partnership with OSMP tenants without the use of herbicides.

Worked with volunteers to clear debris along 44,000 feet of

fencing damaged during the September floods.

Applied for a major grant from the Colorado Water Conservation
Board to rebuild the flood-damaged Green Ditch inlet.

Complete OSMP's Agricultural Management Plan.

[
WHAT S Repair flood-damaged agricultural infrastructure.

NEXT Continue efforts to increase organic food production.
(XX J

Restore two historic farmhouses on OSMP land.




2013 HIGHLIGHTS

Worked to have the National Register of Historic Places put the

N Weiser Home, east of Boulder, on its prestigious list.

Coordinated significant work to improve the Viele House, a
Victorian-era structure east of Boulder.

Prepared a nomination to put 1,600 acres of the Cherryvale
Ranching District on the National Register of Historic Places.

Received a grant from the Colorado State Historic Fund to conduct
a repair assessment of the Hartnagle home northeast of Boulder.

Completed a structural assessment of Chapman Drive west of
Boulder.

Work to improve local farmstead buildings.

WHAT'S Repair the Viele House foundation.

NEXT Repair flood damage at the Hedgecock milkhouse.

Survey cultural resources in the North Trail Study Area.
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The next time you dr|ve along m 36 nor"thgf Bﬁiﬂﬁé‘r Iook ‘.
to the west and see the e: par \#:‘,Joder Rﬁﬁc”ru @ along the A4 :
Bto1 the _ ;_I'éstate agp.nts,, d

the most dlver§e &ecosystems in Boulder County

Purchased 336 acres north of Boulder to protect local wildlife and
to create trail connections north of the city.

Geo located thousands of images to assess flood-damage and

N ' »\\ 1 ER Py ? created-maps to direct flood-rebuilding efforts.
in TAY | a0y
S ih 4 LR A ) *) PRGN : i
W T ow DN NN WE p SUNEN ‘ { , e Negotiate and acquire four properties and mineral estates.
AL w R <) '] 5y : , Lol R SN )\ WHAT S e Develop resource assessments for newly acquired land.
: = N g 3 oS o T ! ' Bt
s Thagt A AR X e Coordinate and manage OSMPs rood recovery work
K 24 N :" : e Analyze topographlc data to assess flood damage
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CITY OF BOULDER Mailing Address Office
P.O. Box 791 66 S. Ch val
OPEN SPACE AND souider, 080306 el

Boulder, CO 80303

MOUNTAIN PARI{S 303-441--3440 Monday through Friday

bouldercolorado.gov 8 a.m.to 5 p.m.




