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Code Change under Consideration 

City Council review of Concept Plans:  
 

 Add a process for review of Concept Plans by City Council 
after Planning Board review 

  
 

See Memo Attachment A for draft ordinance 
 
Also see dais for alternative Emergency Ordinances 
 



City Council review of Concept Plans 
    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

How Concept Plans work….                   How they used to work…. 
 
Why we are proposing the change: 
 
1. Council expressed desire to help shape key projects early 

 
2. Allows Planning Board and City Council input early to inform 

mix of housing; design approach; how it connects to 
surroundings etc. 
 

3. Enables projects more compliant with City policies and better 
suited to meet approval criteria 
 

4. Avoids difficulties and uncertainties late in the process 



City Council review of Concept Plans 

    Section 9-2-13, “Concept Plan Review and Comment” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

(2) City Council Review and Comment:   
 
Following planning board review of a concept plan, the 
city manager shall forward the application……………..to 
the city council.  The city council may within thirty days 
of the review by the planning board vote ……………..to 
review and comment on the concept plan.………. 



Alternative language 

    Section 9-2-13, “Concept Plan Review and Comment” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

(2)  City Council Call-Up The city council may call up a concept plan 
application within thirty days of the board’s review. The city 
manager may extend the call-up period until the council’s next 
regular meeting, if the manager finds in writing within the original 
call-up period that the council will not receive notice of an 
application in time to enable it to call up the application.  Any 
application that it calls up, the city council will review at a public 
meeting within sixty days of the call-up vote or within such other 
time as the manager or council and the applicant mutually agree. 



Emergency Ordinances  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
•  See Errata sheet on dais 
 
• Contains two versions of ordinances with 

original proposed language 
   OR the alternative language 
 
• Both would put the code change in effect 

upon a 2/3  vote of the City Council 



Planning Board recommendations  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
• Reviewed at July 31st meeting 

 
• 5-2 vote to approve draft ordinance 
 
• 6-1 vote on friendly amendment to consider 

joint Concept Plan hearings with City 
Council & Planning Board 



Staff recommendation 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

MOTIONS: 
Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 7992 amending Section 9-2-13, 
“Concept Plan Review and Comment,” B.R.C. 1981, to add a 
process for review of concept plans by City Council.  
  
Or; 
  
Motion to revise Ordinance No. 7992 by adding the alternative 
language proposed on page 6 of this memorandum and bringing 
the ordinance back for third reading consideration. 
 
Or; 
 
Motions re: Emergency Ordinances 
 (Errata sheet: Attachment A or B) 
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