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Ground Rules for Executive 
Sessions 

All executive sessions shall be conducted according to state law. The 
following additional special procedural rules shall apply to every 
executive session: 
(a) No final action may be taken in an executive session. 

* * * 
(c)  All executive sessions shall be recorded in their entirety. 
(d)  Any recording of an executive session shall be released to the 
public only upon a unanimous vote of the city council or as otherwise 
provided by state law. 
(e)  Any executive session shall be part of a public meeting with the 
public being excluded only from that portion of the meeting strictly 
necessary for the purpose of obtaining and discussing legal advice, 
including negotiation strategy. 
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Ground Rules 
(f) Each council member shall have an affirmative duty to 

prevent any discussion of any subject other than those strictly 
necessary for the purpose of obtaining and discussing legal 
advice, including negotiation strategy. If during any executive 
session, any two council members express the opinion that 
the subject being discussed is not strictly necessary for the 
purpose of obtaining and discussing legal advice, including 
negotiation strategy, the discussion shall cease immediately. At 
such time, council shall either end the executive session or 
return to a discussion necessary for the purpose of obtaining 
and discussing legal advice, including negotiation strategy. 
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Ground Rules 

Any executive session shall be recorded in its entirety.  
The recording for the executive session shall be 
separate from the recording of the meeting during 
which the executive session is being held. The City 
Manager or the City Attorney are the only persons 
authorized to make any audio or visual recording of an 
executive session. 
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Only council members, attorneys and city staff or 
consultants necessary to provide information to 
council relating to legal advice, including negotiation 
strategy, with respect to Boulder’s electric utility, shall 
attend an executive session.  The council may, by a 
majority vote, exclude city consultants or staff 
members, other than the city manager or the city 
attorney, that it concludes are not necessary for an 
executive session. 
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Ground Rules 
Any recording of an executive session shall be maintained in a 
secure place within the city and may not be accessed by anyone, 
other than the City Manager or City Attorney, their authorized 
delegate or a Member of the City Council, except upon order of 
a court of competent jurisdiction.  
  
Any recording of an executive session shall be maintained until 
December 31, 2022, unless litigation relating to matters 
discussed is initiated or pending during that time, in which case 
the recording shall be maintained until the conclusion of the 
litigation.  The council shall be required to approve the 
destruction of any such recording of an executive session.   
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Questions about Ground Rules? 
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