
Final  Final 2014 State Legislative Wrap-Up Report for City of Boulder Dated June 11, 2014

Red Font = City State Legislative Priority 1
Green Shading = Outcome Consistent with City Position
Pink Shading = Outcome Inconsistent with City Position

Council Direction Bill # Bill Description City Position Outcome

HB14-1093
Provides loans from newly created Creative District Community Loan Fund to develop, construct or redevelop commercial real 
estate, mixed used projects or community facilities for state-certified creative districts Support Enacted

Protect core provisions of the Colorado Urban Renwal law, 
which provide effective redevelopment tools for municipalities 
such as tax increment financing and eminent domain

HB14-1375
Modifications to provisions governing urban development and tax increment financing requiring cities to invest an equal proportion 
of their sales taxes to a project as a condition of diverting the property taxes levied by their fellow local governments

Actively Monitor Vetoed

Council Direction Bill # Bill Description City Position Outcome

HB14-1027
Amends definition of a plug-in electric motor vehicle to clarify that it can be recharged from any external source of electricity, and 
that the electricity is stored in a rechargeable battery pack which propels or helps to propel the vehicle's drive wheels. The bill also 
expands the definition to include retrofitted vehicles that have been converted to a plug-in electric vehicle

Support Enacted

HB14-1101
For property tax years 2015 through 2020, the bill exempts residential, governmental, church or nonprofit subscribers of community 
solar gardens from paying property tax on panels owned in a community solar garden. For business subscribers, the business 
personal property tax is levied only on the electrical generating capacity of the panels owned by the business.

Support Enacted

HB14-1326 Provides for a package of incentives to accelerate the adoption of alternative fuel vehicles, particularly medium-duty and heavy-
duty trucks, building on tax credits established in 2013

Support Enacted

SB14-011
Allocates $1 million per year for the next two years to the Colorado Energy Research Authority with funds to be used for energy-
related research conducted by the Colorado Energy Research Collaboratory, which is a partnership of the University of Colorado at 
Boulder, Colorado State University and Colorado School of Mines

Support Enacted

SB14-028
Modifies the Electric Vehicle Grant Fund to make private businesses, nonprofits, state agencies, public universities and public transit 
agencies eligible to apply for grants for electric vehicle charging stations from the Colorado Energy Office. The grants are funded by 
diverting $20 of the $50 annual license decal fee paid by owners of plug-in electric vehicles

Support Enacted

SB14-093 Provides equivalent authority for pipeline companies to acquire right-of-way Amend Amndt Successful, then 
bill killed

SB14-186

Sets up process for Colorado Energy Office to aggregate building, treatment facility or fleet energy efficiency projects or renewable 
energy projects for a small or rural city, county, school district or special district under a single performance contract. From that 
contract, a fee of 1% will be assessed for the new Efficient Schools and Communities Performance Contract Fund, to be held and 
managed by DOLA and used to grant awards to offset part of the costs of a technical energy assessment for a community entity or 
cover part of the costs of an energy service company's work for efficiency projects that are not financed through a performance 
contract.

Support Enacted

HB14-1064 Limits the distribution of severance tax revenue to local governments that limit oil and gas extraction Oppose Died

HB14-1297
Provides for an analysis to be conducted to determine whether oil and gas operations have an impact on human health along the 
Front Range

Support Died

HB14-1356 Increases the Colorado Oil and Gas Commission's penalty authority Support Enacted
HB14-1119 Provides income tax credit for the donation of food to a hunger-relief charitable organization Support Enacted
HB14-1226 Repeals the restriction on the authority of a local government to regulate the material used in the packaging of a consumer product Support Died
SB14-029 Establishes a paint stewardship program for the environmentally sound disposal of postconsumer architectural paint Support Enacted

ECONOMIC VITALITY 

ENERGY AND CLIMATE

Support legislation to address climate change by improving 
energy efficiency, increasing use of renewable energy, reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions and dependence on fossil fuels and 
developing climate change adaptation strategies

Support improvements to the Colorado Oil and Gas 
Conservation Commission’s oversight of oil and gas drilling and 
preservation of local control to adopt regulations, moratoriums 
or other limits as necessary

Support legislation promoting waste reduction and diversion 
efforts
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Council Direction Bill # Bill Description City Position Outcome

Support for state housing trust fund HB14-1017
Expands the availability of affordable housing in the state by reinstating state-based Low Income Housing Tax Credit program, and 
repurposing the Home Investment Fund to form a Housing Trust Fund

Support Enacted

Support legislation that helps address the power imbalance 
between owners of mobile homes and owners of mobile home 
parks

SB14-010
Various provisions aimed at preserving manufactured home communities and mitigating the impacts of relocation resulting from 
the redevelopment of such communities

Support Died

Council Direction Bill # Bill Description City Position Outcome
Support legislation furthering the rights of all people regardless 
of their actual or perceived sexual orientation or gender 
variance status

SB14-019 Strikes terms such as marriage, spouse, husband and wife in statutes regarding Colorado income tax filings by couples Support Enacted

SB14-005
Speeds up the process by which workers can claim they did not get their full wages and creates a process by which the Colorado 
Department of Labor and Employment can adjudicate those accusations

Support Enacted

HB14-1124 Provides in-state tuition classification for American Indians from tribes with historical ties to Colorado Support Died

Council Direction Bill # Bill Description City Position Outcome

HB14-1201
Increases the number of years used to calculate the highest average salary of a member of PERA to improve the solvency of the 
association's trust funds for future retirees

Oppose Died

SB14-068 Modification of retirement eligibility for members of PERA Oppose Died

Protect workers’ compensation system SB14-172
State mandated liability insurance for firefighters heart/circulatory malfunction. Amended so that mandate is optional unless state 
can cover the costs

Oppose Unless 
Amended

Amended to Address 
Concerns/Sent to 

Governor

Council Direction Bill # Bill Description City Position Outcome
HB14-1087 Prohibits collective bargaining by public employees Oppose Died
HB14-1098 Prohibits an employer from requiring any person to pay dues to a labor organization Oppose Died

HOUSING

HUMAN SERVICES/HUMAN RIGHTS 

INTERNAL ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 

Support comprehensive federal immigration reform

Oppose legislation threatening local control and home rule 
authority

Oppose state legislation that could unnecessarily result in 
increased contributions or force a reduction in benefits for 
members of the Public Employees Retirement Association 

LOCAL CONTROL 
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Council Direction Bill # Bill Description City Position Outcome

HB14-1002
Creates a natural disaster grant fund and directs the division of administration in CDPHE to award grants from the fund to local 
governments. These grants will be used for the planning, design, construction, improvement, renovation, or reconstruction of 
domestic wastewater treatment works and public drinking water systems that have been impacted by a natural disaster.

Support Enacted

HB14-1393
Clarifies that federal funds, such as those received by flood-damaged communities, do not trigger TABOR. Specifically, state grants 
of federal monies remain federal funds for purposes of local fiscal year spending, and such grants are not state grants for purposes 
of the enterprise test

Support Enacted

SB14-179
Creates a flood debris cleanup grant account to facilitate watershed cleanup efforts in areas affected by the September 2013 Flood, 
and in connection therewith, makes an appropriation

Support Enacted

HB14-1037 Provides for the enforcement of laws against synthetic drugs (aka, "Designer Drugs") Support Enacted

HB14-1229
Authorizes sharing of federal and state criminal record information to local governments for purposes of licensing commercial 
marijuana operations

Support Enacted

HB14-1398 Authorizes marijuana financial service cooperatives Support Enacted
SR14-003 Urges Congressional action to facilitate legal financial services for the marijuana industry Support Senate Resolution 

HB14-1132 Allows local government to establish the hours during which alcohol beverages may be sold for consumption on a licensed premise Support Died
HB14-1038 Lets distilleries conduct tastings of other spirits and sell spirits made by other distillers Oppose Died

Oppose legislation that would expand the application of the 
“make my day” law beyond personal residences

HB14-1063 Allows the use of deadly physical force against a person who has made an illegal entry into a place of business Oppose Died

Oppose legislation limiting municipal authority to operate red 
light or photo radar cameras to enforce traffic safety

SB14-181 Prohibits use of photo radar/red light camera for traffic enforcement Oppose Died

Council Direction Bill # Bill Description City Position Outcome

Support the Market Fairness Act and other action to preserve 
and expand the authority of local governments to collect taxes

SB14-065 Prohibits cities pledging business personal property tax revenue to pay future financial obligations Oppose Died

Council Direction Bill # Bill Description City Position Outcome
Support legislation reestablishing the right of municipalities to 
provide telecommunication services such as large and complex 
city-wide fiber and premise networks

HB14-1328
Concerns the deployment of broadband into unserved areas of the state through grant-making from moneys allocated from the 
Colorado High Cost Support Fund

Attempted to Amend
Amendment Failed, 

Enacted

Council Direction Bill # Bill Description City Position Outcome

HB14-1301
Provides $700,000 in state funding for the 2014-15 fiscal year to continue the Safe Routes to School Program, and specifies that 20 
to 30% of the funds be used for non-infrastructure programs.

Support Enacted

SB14-197 Transparency, equity and multimodalism requirements for the High Performance Transportation Enterprise Support Vetoed
Support legislation facilitating the provision of ride-sharing 
services

SB14-125
Concerns the regulation of transportation network companies, and in connection therewith, requiring them to carry liability 
insurance, conduct background checks on drivers, inspect vehicles, and obtain a permit from the PUC

Support Enacted

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

TRANSPORTATION 

Support legislation that promotes the health and safety 
concerns associated with alcohol abuse in the greater 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY

Support Amendment 64-implementing legislation that ensures 
the safe use of recreational marijuana by allowing local 
government access to background checks and the seed-to-sale 
tracking information for commercial operators

Support legislation that increases transportation funding and 
prioritizes its expenditure on projects that maintain existing 
infrastructure, are multimodal in design and that otherwise 
promote smart growth

Support legislation necessary to seek state and federal 
assistance for flood disaster recovery needs and expenses

TAX POLICY 
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Council Direction Bill # Bill Description City Position Outcome

HB14-1218
Allows the use of surface water to replace out-of-priority groundwater depletions without requiring additional water court 
approval, as approved by the state engineer as a pilot project

Oppose Died

HB14-1332 Concerns water management in the South Platte River basin Oppose Died

SB14-072 Allows for the treatment of the September floods as replacing certain out-of-priority groundwater depletions in Water Division 1 Oppose Died

SB14-147 Requires a study to determine the impact of increased alluvial well pumping in District 2 of Water Division 1 Oppose Died

SB14-103 Phases-out the sale of certain low-efficiency plumbing fixtures Support Enacted

SB14-171
Includes water conservation fixtures in the definition of "energy efficiency improvements" for purposes of allowing an energy 
improvement district to arrange financing for such improvements

Support Enacted

Oppose state legislation that significantly threatens the city’s 
water rights

Support legislation that promotes the efficient utilization and 
conservation of water

WATER 
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