
Cottage Foods 

April 7, 2015 



Timeline 
• January 24, 2015 – Council Retreat 

– Council directed the city attorney to prepare an ordinance 
allowing cottage foods.   

• March 5, 2015 – Planning Board consideration 
– Planning Board recommended adoption of the ordinance 

with a change to increase the garden size. 

• March 17, 2015 - First Reading 
– Council asked staff to provide options for garden size. 

• April 7, 2015 – Second Reading 
– Staff provided five options for council consideration. 

 



Colorado Cottage Foods Act 
• A person may “sell only a limited range of foods that 

have been produced, processed, or packaged that are 
non-potentially hazardous and do not require 
refrigeration.  

• These foods are limited to spices, teas, dehydrated 
produce, nuts, seeds, honey, jams, jellies, preserves, 
fruit butter, and baked goods, including candies. 

• A person may not sell more than two hundred fifty 
dozen whole eggs per month under this section.  

• Must take a food handling course 
• Limited to $5000 per year 



Proposed Ordinance 
• Allows the sale of fresh produce 
• Exempts cottage foods and fresh produce from the 

home occupation limitations 
– Produce must be grown in a residential garden 
– Must only be sold on the premises 
– Produce may only be harvested or cut and cleaned. 
– Foods must be produced from ingredients raised or grown 

on the premises 
• Requires a City of Boulder Sales and Use Tax License 
• Allows a person to sell only between 7:00 a.m. and 

dusk. 
 



Exemptions From The Home 
Occupation Restrictions (9-6-3(e)) 
• Subsection 1(A) – The use must be conducted entirely within 

a building. 
• Subsection 1(D) – There is no change to the outside 

appearance of the dwelling, including advertising signs. 
• Subsection 1(E) – There are no sales other than incidental 

retail sales. 
• Subsection 1(F) – There is no exterior storage of material or 

equipment. 
• Subsection 1(G) – There is nothing used that creates any 

objectionable condition outside of the dwelling unit. 
• Staff did not recommend exemption from 1(C): 

– The total area used for such purposes does not exceed one-half 
the first floor area of the user's dwelling unit. 



Options 
• Option A – size limit would apply only to the area used 

for production 
• Option B – would limit gardens to 50% of the 

permeable surface area 
• Option C – would remove restrictions on garden size 

but would impose the community gardens requirements 
• Option D – would exempt gardens from the size 

restriction 
• Option E – would allow products to contain incidental 

amounts of ingredients not produced on the premises. 
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