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     Meeting Purpose 

• Second Reading of “Universal Zero 
Waste Ordinance” 

 

• Seek council direction on 
compliance schedule  
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Business Waste Composition 

Composted 
10% 

Compostable 
44% 

Recyclable 
10% 

Recycled 
18% 

Waste 
18% 



Zero Waste and Climate Change  
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How we produce, ship, 
consume, and  

dispose of goods generates  
42% of U.S. greenhouse gas 

emissions 



Universal Zero Waste Ordinance 
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Ordinance 
applies to  
property 

owners and 
tenant 

businesses 
 



Universal Zero Waste Ordinance 

• All property owners must provide recycling 
and/or composting collection service 
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Universal Recycling Ordinance 

• All businesses must recycle and compost 
– Provide bins 

– Train employees 

– Provide proper signs 
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“Universal” Recycling Ordinance 
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Universal Zero Waste Ordinance 

All Special events in Boulder must also 
be zero waste 



Universal Zero Waste Ordinance 

All property owners  

(residential and commercial)  

must subscribe to trash, recycling and 

composting service  

unless they self-haul materials or share service 
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Clarifications from 1st Reading  

• 2x/week cardboard collection during “6-day 
review” only during move-in during Fall 

• Exemptions for property owners who self-
haul parallel the exemptions for shared 
service  

• Compostables may be animal feed or 
BioGas  

• Conflict with state or federal regulations 
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Addition since 1st Reading  
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Section 6-12-6 Disposition of Recyclable and 
Compostable Materials 
 
• Allows the City Manager to set a threshold 

below which haulers do not have to bring pre-
sorted clean paper to the Boulder County 
Recycling Center 



Option A 

• Property owners provide service: 1 year 
• All Businesses recycle and compost: 15 

months 
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Universal Zero Waste Ordinance 
Compliance Schedule 



Option B 

• Property owners provide service: 1 year 
• Businesses recycle: 15 months 
• Restaurants compost: 15 months 
• Non-food businesses compost :  3 years 
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Universal Zero Waste Ordinance 
Compliance Schedule 



Option C 

• Property owners provide service: 2 years 
• All Businesses recycle and compost: 27 

months 
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Universal Zero Waste Ordinance 
Compliance Schedule 



Rebates up to 50% of the costs for: 
 
• Bin purchases 
• Trash enclosure expansions 
• Other investments to minimize trash 

quantities 
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Universal Zero Waste Ordinance 
Incentives and Rebates 



1. Are the recyclables and compostables 
sufficiently “clean”? 

2. Are there many exemptions being sought 
based on code conflicts? 

3. Are haulers “skimming” high grade 
recyclables away from the Boulder County 
Recycling Center? 
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Next Steps – Quarterly Reporting 



• Questions? 
 

• Public Hearing 
 

• Council Discussion 
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Universal Zero Waste Ordinance 
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