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UPDATE  
 

City Council 
August 6, 2015 

(Rescheduled from July 28) 



PURPOSE 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

City Council direction (motion) on: 
1. Service Area Expansion Assessment 
2. Schedule 

 
Provide updates on: 

– Community Engagement 
– Foundations Work 



FOCUSED 
TOPICS & 
SCHEDULE 
 



FOCUSED TOPICS, REVISED 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

Substantive New Topics/Integration: 
1. Growth Management and Urban Form 

– Jobs /housing balance 
– Design and community benefit 
– Appropriate locations for housing and mix and type 

2. Neighborhoods/Character + Regional 
3. “21st Century” and emerging topics of interest: 

– Climate action and energy resilience 
– Community and neighborhood resilience 
– Biodiversity  
– Local food 
– Arts and culture 
– Aging population / Age friendly community 



FOCUSED TOPICS, CONT… 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

Process Improvements:   
1. Better Community Engagement 
2. Compelling Vision and Values 
3. Stronger Links  

(Policies  Actions) 
4. Metrics Linked with Goals 
5. City/County IGA Addressed Early 



B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

We 
Are 

Here 



PROPOSED REQUEST PROCESS 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

    Process for community-initiated requests  
for changes to the land use map or policies.  

     

Prepare 
Land Use 

Plan 
  

(spring 2016) 

Continue 
Analysis 

  
(through early 

2016) 

Hold 
Screening 
Hearings 

  
(Nov. 19 and 

Dec.?) 

Evaluate 
Requests 

  
(Oct. 5 to  
Nov. 5) 

Accept 
Requests 

  
(Aug.17  

to Oct. 2) 



BOARD FEEDBACK – SCHEDULE 
AND FOCUSED TOPICS 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

• County Planning Commission on July 15 
– Recommended starting IGA renewal soon (one 

member) 
• Planning Board on July 16 

– Stated that proposed schedule looks good, or no 
comment (several members) 

– Make housing strategies its own topic 
• BOCC on Aug. 4 

– Proposed schedule fine 
 



SERVICE AREA 
EXPANSION? 
 



SERVICE AREA EXPANSION? 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

• Addressed during each BVCP 
five year update 

• Applies to Area III-Planning 
Reserve 

• Joint decision – All four review 
bodies must agree to initiate a 
Service Area Expansion 
Assessment (merit study) 

• One review body can say “no”. 
• Would take 4 to 12 months 

 



SERVICE AREA EXPANSION 
PROCESS 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

1. Public hearing to 
discuss Service 
Area Expansion –  
Should Study Occur? 

If yes  
(4 mo. To 1 
yr. study) 

2.  Identify range of 
community needs –  
Is there Sufficient 
Merit to Authorize 
Expansion Plan?  

If yes (1-3 yr. 
Expansion 

Plan)    

3.  Prepare Expansion 
Plan – Should Expansion 
Plan be Approved? 

If yes 
4.  Properties in Area III 
move to Area II –  
Do properties meet 
criteria in plan? 

If yes 

5.  Properties Become 
Eligible for Annexation 
(generally over next 15 
years) 



BOARD AND BOCC FEEDBACK -  
SERVICE AREA EXPANSION 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

• Planning Commission (July 15) 
– 3 members: no need for Service Area Assessment in 2015 
– 1 member: undecided 
– 3 members: no comment 

• Planning Board (July 16) 
– 5 members present:  no need for Service Area Assessment  
– Give public and property owners opportunity to share 

concepts at council hearing 
• BOCC (Aug. 4) 

– All 3 commissioners:  not the right time to begin Service 
Area Assessment.  Planning Reserve is long term 
opportunity 
 

 



PUBLIC AND PROPERTY OWNER  
NOTIFICATION AND FEEDBACK 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

Notification: 
• Direct mail to all property owners, week of July 13; 

follow up phone calls about postponement of hearing 
• Press release and emails to community 
Contacts to city/feedback: 
• Some property owners or representatives would like to 

see Service Area Expansion process move forward 
• Others expressed reservations  

 



   City and county not begin a Service Area 
Expansion Assessment because: 
1) Community/analysis have not yet identified 

unmet priority needs 
2) Many other priorities for the 2015 plan update; 

study would take significant resources 
3) City and county have never authorized such a 

study 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  



COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT 
 



• Invite people where they 
gather – “pop-ups” 

• Boulder 2030 Kickoff 
event (Aug. 31) 

• High level of notification  
(e.g., mail, media) 

• Invitations to community 
organizations  

• Pop up Activities 
• Planning 101 Videos  
 

K ICKOFF ACTIVITIES 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

Photo: chautauqua.com 



BVCP STATISTICAL SURVEY  

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

 
 

Purpose:  gauge opinions about urban form, 
character, growth, housing and  
jobs-related topics  
   

Sample Size:  3,000 people in BVCP area  
(800 responses)  

 
Two tiers: 

1. Statistically-valid mailed survey 
2. Focus groups – subset of participants 
 

Timing:   
Aug 25th draft review - Mid-September issuance 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=image+of+survey&id=203ACC1055173CCC638F3778B5DBA001E3E63EAC&FORM=IQFRBA


OTHER 
UPDATES 
 



PRELIMINARY 2040 
PROJECTIONS 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

Notes: 
*City limits encompass Area I and Area III Annexed 
 

Dwellings Population Employment 
2015  2040  2015  2040  2015  2040  

City 
Limits* 

44,270 TBD 103,840 TBD 98,510 117,280 

Area II 5,710 TBD 12,030 TBD 2,920 3,480 

• Model refinements underway for dwellings and population 
• Results and maps available soon 
 



SUBCOMMUNITY FACT SHEETS 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  



SUBCOMMUNITY FACT SHEETS 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  



AREA I I I  FACT SHEET 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  



• Complete in August: 
– Projections 
– 2015 Community and Affordable  

Housing Profiles  
– Fact Sheet Updates  
– Trends Report  

• Initiating or Ongoing:  
– 3D Mapping Tool 
– Metrics 
– Accomplishments and Challenges  

FOUNDATIONS NEXT STEPS 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  



IMMEDIATE NEXT STEPS 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

• Aug 17  Request Process opens (through Oct. 2) 
• Aug 19  BVCP Process Subcommittee 
• Aug 20  Planning Board Update 
• Aug 25  Council Briefing (w/ State Demographer) 
• Aug 31  Public Kickoff Event at Chautauqua 
• Sept 17 Joint Planning Board/Commission 
• Sept  Survey issued 
• Sept/Oct Updates to Other Boards & Commissions  



SUGGESTED MOTION LANGUAGE 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

Motion to: 
 

– Accept the general schedule for the BVCP process, 
including the schedule for land use and policy requests, 
acknowledging that detailed times will be adjusted 
periodically as the project progresses; and  
 

– Direct staff to not begin a Service Area Expansion 
Assessment (study of sufficient merit/unmet need in 
the service area) as part of the 2015 BVCP update, and 
therefore not process requests for service area 
expansions as part of the update. 
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