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2015 BOULDER VALLEY 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

Joint Meeting of City 
Council  

and Planning Board  
December 15, 2015 

 
 



PRESENTATION 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

Part I:  Update on Project 
• Phases 1 and 2  

– Survey 

– Community Engagement 

• Phase 3 – Areas of focus, work 
plan  

 

Part II:  Public Requests 
• Staff Presentation 

• Public Hearing 

 



YOUR FEEDBACK 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

1. Survey and Focus Groups 
(Q&A) 

2. Focus areas for plan 
update –  Confirm or 
modify, and prioritize 

   

 

 



PART I:  PLAN UPDATE 



COMPREHENSIVE PLAN VISION 

Imagine Our 
  



VIDEOS  





A PLAN FOR 
BOULDER VALLEY 

Area I 
(city) 

Area III  
(county) 

Area II  
(county) 

 City and 
county 
jointly 
adopted since 
1977, IGA 

 Updated at 
least every 
5-years 

 
 
 
 

 



PLAN AND IMPLEMENTATION  



FUTURE LAND USE (2010) 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

Implemented as 
follows… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Boulder Valley Comp P

Area I, II, III, An

Land Use Map 

Zoning 

Site Plannin

By-right 
or site 
review of 
developme
nt 
project 



UPDATED WORK PLAN 

 
WWW BoulderValleyCompPlan

http://www.bouldervalleycompplan.net/


COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 



ENGAGEMENT OBJECTIVES 

 
 

Community Engagement Plan  
Update in January with process subcommittee:  

WWW.BoulderValleyCompPlan.net  

1. Listen 
2. Include diverse 

perspectives 
3.  Provide relevant 

information 
4.  Focus on critical 

issues 
5.  have civil 

conversation 
6.  Be transparent 
7. Provide multiple, 

meaningful ways 
8. Use effective 

feedback loops 
9. Strengthen community 

partnerships 
 

 

http://www.bouldervalleycompplan.net/


PHASE 1 AND 2 - EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 

   
WWW.BoulderValleyCompPlan

  

 BVCP Process 
Subcommittee  
 Events (e.g., 
listening sessions) 
 Culturally-sensitive 
outreach 
 Meeting “to go”  
 Pop up meetings 
 
 
 
Online:  
 

http://www.bouldervalleycompplan.net/
http://www.bouldervalleycompplan.net/


PHASE 1 AND 2:  MEASURES 

   
 Attachment C p. 615 and summaries 

online: 
  

 Kick off meeting – approx. 225 
people 

 6 listening sessions – approx. 
460 people 

 BVCP website since Aug. –  6,100 
unique visits 

 937 survey responses 
 100+ Spanish-translated 
responses 
 13 pop ups 
 11 Boards and Commissions 
 

http://www.bouldervalleycompplan.net/


What’s Working: 

• Open space & 
natural 
environment 

• Bike & 
pedestrian 
facilities 

• Creative 
culture & 
forward-
thinking 

HEARD DURING KICK OFF MONTH… 

WWW.BoulderValleyCompPlan
  

What Needs 
Attention: 

• Housing 
affordability 

• Traffic 
congestion,  
multi-modal 
transportation 

• Growth & 
development 

• Neighborhoods & 
community 

  

http://www.bouldervalleycompplan.net/
http://www.bouldervalleycompplan.net/


Listening 
Sessions 

• Central (~90 attendees) 
• North, Palo Park (~120, 
60 discussion) 

• South (~100) 
• Southeast (~65) 
• Gunbarrel, Area III (~70) 
• Crossroads, East (~16) 
 

 

 

 

 



Common Themes : 
neighborhood character, affordability, transportation 
 
Unique Ideas:  
Central:  occupancy, short-term rentals, accessibility 

options  
North/Palo:  rural character, diversity of retail, safe routes, 

arts 
South:  CU South process, densification concerns 
Southeast:  Flood mitigation urgency, neighborhood retail 
Gunbarrel:  Twin Lakes proposal and process, 

environmental protection  
East/x-roads: Arapahoe transportation, transitions in 

commercial/industrial areas  
 

INPUT BY SUBCOMMUNITY  



random sample survey + 
focus groups + open 
online version 

 

BVCP SURVEY BY RRC ASSOC. 



FOCUSED TOPICS AND TRACKS 



PHASE 1 WORK 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

 
 

 
   

 
 

 Trends Report 

 Projections 

 Profile 

 Fact Sheets  

 
 

 
AVAILABLE AT  
WWW.BoulderValleyCompPlan.net  

http://www.bouldervalleycompplan.net/


FACT SHEETS FOR 10 AREAS 



 3D MODEL… 



BUILDING ON EXISTING PLAN… 



B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

1 – Refresh Values 

Tracks of Work - 2016 
1.Eight Possible Areas of Focus 

(by fall 2016) 
 

2.Policy Integration (by summer 
2016) 
 

3.Plan Clean up (by spring 2016) 
 

4.Public Requests (Part II 
tonight) (by summer) 

 

TRACKS OF WORK – 2016 



B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

1 – Refresh Values 

Tracks of Work - 2016 
Track 1:  Areas of Focus  
1.core values renewal 
2.climate, energy, and resilience   

3.future jobs:housing balance 
4.middle income housing 
5.“Built Environment” section 
refinements  

6.Subcommunity - “planning areas” 
7.BCH 
8.CU South 
 
 

 

TRACK 1 - EIGHT TOPICS PROPOSED 



CITY/COUNTY COOPERATION COMPACT, CONTIGUOUS 
STEWARDSHIP,  
CLIMATE ACTION 

GREAT NEIGHBORHOODS INCLUSIVE,  VIBRANT 
ALL MODES 
TRANSPORTATION 

TOPIC 1 – RENEW CORE VALUES 



B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

TOPIC 2 – Add 
resilience,  
Climate and Energy 



B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

 
   

 
 

TOPIC 3 – Jobs Housing 
Balance 



B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

 
   

 
 

TOPIC 4 – Middle Income 
Housing  



B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

 
   

 
 

TOPIC 5 – Built 
Environment 



B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

 
   

 
 

TOPIC 6 – Subcommunity 
Policies  



7 - BCH PROCESS 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

• Redevelopment planning 
with BVCP: 
a) Develop an Urban Design 

Framework 
b) Guiding Principles 
c) Possible land use change 

suggestions – support for 
area planning 



8 - CU SOUTH PROCESS 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

From Attachment G: 

Site Suitability Study  
Phase 1: Site Analysis (Lead: 
City; Jan-May 2016) 
Phase 2: Utilities and Service 
Analysis (Lead: CU; 
Summer 2016) 

 

BVCP Land Use Change  
(Lead: City; Late 
Summer/Early Fall 2016) 

Annexation and Initial 
Zoning  
(Lead: CU; following 2015 
BVCP) 

Development Agreement 
(Lead: CU; following 2015 
BVCP) 

Outreach and Communication 
(Lead: City) 
Community Engagement 
BVCP and local engagement  
Boards and Commissions 
(Spring/Summer 2016) 
City: CC, PB, OSBT, others as needed 
County: BOCC, PC 

 
Flood Engineering and Site 
Development 
South Boulder Creek Flood Mitigation 
(Lead: City; Timeline: TBD) 

BVCP Coordination 

 
City/CU Agreement 

 

Site suitability analysis next 



TRACK 2 - PLAN POLICY INTEGRATION 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

 Aging population / Age-friendly 

community 

 Arts and culture 

 Biodiversity, open space  

 Diverse community 

 Local food 

 Transportation 

 Parks and Recreation 

 

 



UPDATED WORK PLAN FOR PHASE 3 

 
WWW BoulderValleyCompPlan

http://www.bouldervalleycompplan.net/


• Boulder-based research firm 
• Conducted survey 
• Dave Belin and David Becher  - 38 combined 

years with RRC, vast experience 

RRC ASSOCIATES 



YOUR FEEDBACK 

B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

1. Survey and Focus Groups 
(Q&A) 

2. Focus areas for plan 
update –  

     Confirm or modify, and 
prioritize 

      

 

 



B O U L D E R  V A L L E Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  

1 – Refresh Values 

Tracks of Work - 2016 
Track 1:  Eight Focused Topics  
1. core values 
2. climate, energy, and resilience   

3. future jobs:housing balance 
4. middle income housing 
5. Built Environment section refinements  
6. Subcommunity - “planning areas” 
7. BCH 
8. CU South 
 
 

Track 2:  Policy Integration  
Track 3:  Plan Clean up  

 

TRACKS OF WORK – 2016 
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