
 

 

           TO:  Mayor and Members of City Council 

     FROM:  Jordan Matthews, City Clerk’s Office 

      DATE:  July 19, 2016 

SUBJECT:  Information Packet* 
 

 

1. CALL UPS 
 A. Vacation of a 10-foot wide public utility easement through the middle of the 

property located at 1590 Violet Ave (ADR2016-00098). 
   

2. BOARDS & COMMISSIONS 
 A. Environmental Advisory Board – June 1, 2016 
   

3. DECLARATIONS 
 A. Shelia Horton Day – July 19, 2016 
   

 
*Information Items have been removed as of 7/19/2016 and will be provided under separate cover from 
the City Manager. 



INFORMATION PACKET 
MEMORANDUM 

To: Members of City Council 

From: Jane S. Brautigam, City Manager 
David Driskell, Executive Director of Planning, Housing & Sustainability 
Susan Richstone, Deputy Director of Planning, Housing & Sustainability 
Charles Ferro, Development Review Manager 
Caeli Hill, Associate Planner 

Date:  July 19, 2016 

Subject: Call-Up Item:  Vacation of a 10-foot wide public utility easement through the middle 
of the property located at 1590 Violet Ave. (ADR2016-00098). 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
In order to develop the property consistent with the zoning, the applicant requests vacation of a 10-
foot wide public utility easement located at 1590 Violet Ave (refer to Attachment D for exact 
location). The easement was dedicated on the plat of Moore’s Subdivision in the records of the 
Boulder County Clerk and Recorder at Plat Book 5, Pages 92-94 on May 18, 1954. This easement 
has never been used, and there are no utilities located within it. There are no indications that it will 
be needed in the future creating no further public need for the easement. The proposed vacation 
was approved by staff on June 20, 2016. There is one scheduled City Council meeting within the 
30-day call-up period on July 19, 2016. 

CODE REQUIREMENTS:  
Pursuant to the procedures for easement vacations set forth in subsection 8-6-10(b), B.R.C. 1981, 
the city manager has approved the vacation of a 10-foot wide utility easement. The date of staff 
approval of the easement vacation was June 20, 2016 (refer to Attachment E, Notice of 
Disposition). This vacation does not require approval through ordinance based on the following 
criteria:  

• It has never been open to the public; and
• It has never carried regular vehicular or pedestrian traffic.

The vacation will be effective 30 days later on July 20, 2016 unless the approval is called up by 
City Council.  

FISCAL IMPACTS: 
None identified. 
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COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENTS AND IMPACTS: 
Economic: None identified. 

Environmental: None identified. 

Social: None identified. 

BACKGROUND: 

The subject property is approximately 45,851 square feet in area located in the North Boulder 
subarea (refer to Attachment A, Vicinity Map). The site is located in a Residential-Estate (RE) 
zone district. The owner is requesting the easement vacation so that the property can be subdivided 
and developed consistent with the zoning. This easement inhibits the subdivision of the property in 
a way that is consistent with the regulations of 9-12-12, “Subdivision,” B.R.C. 1981 and the 
surrounding neighborhood. The easement was originally established on the plat of Moore’s 
Subdivision and recorded in the records of the Boulder County Clerk and Recorder at Plat Book 5, 
Pages 92-94 on May 18, 1954. There have never been any utilities located in this easement and 
there are no plans to locate utilities in this easement in the future. Additionally, approval of the 
easement vacation has been received from electric/gas, telephone and cable company 
representatives. There is no further public need for this easement. 

Given that there is no public need for the easement for which it was intended, failure to vacate the 
requested easement would cause hardship to the property owner by limiting the development 
potential of the property.    

ANALYSIS:  
Staff finds the proposed vacation of a utility easement consistent with the standards set forth in 
subsection (b) of section 8-6-10, “Vacation of Public Easements”, B.R.C. 1981. Specifically, staff 
has determined that no public need exists for the easement to be vacated because new easements 
will be dedicated to replace the function of the current easement. 

No vacation of a public easement shall be approved unless the approving agency finds that: 

   1. Change is not contrary to the public interest.

   2. All agencies having a conceivable interest have indicated that no need exists, either
in the present or conceivable future, for its original purpose or other public purpose.

   3. Consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and Land Use Regulations.

   a. Failure to vacate the easement would cause a substantial hardship to the use of the
property consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and Land Use Regulations; or

The subject property is designated Low Density Residential which 
allows for two to six units per acre. It is intended that, after the 
vacation of the easement, the property will be subdivided which is 
consistent with the land use designation. If the easement remains in 
place, development of the property will be hindered which would a 
hardship on the property owner. 

Call Up 
1590 Violet Ave.

 
1A     Page 2



 N/A  b. Would provide a greater public benefit than retaining the property in its present 
status. 

PUBLIC COMMENT AND PROCESS:  
Notice of the vacation will be advertised in the Daily Camera within the 30-day call up period. 
Staff has received no written or verbal comments adverse to the vacation.  

NEXT STEPS:  
If the requested vacation is not called up by City Council then the Deed of Vacation (Attachment 
C) will be recorded. If the requested vacation is called up, and subsequently denied, the applicant
will be limited to development on the property outside of the easement area. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment A:   Vicinity Map 
Attachment B:   Site Plan 
Attachment C:   Deed of Vacation 
Attachment D:  Exhibit A 
Attachment E:  Notice of Disposition 
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Attachment A - Vicinity Map 
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Subject Easement 

Attachment B - Site Plan 
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Attachment C - Deed of Vacation
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Attachment D - Exhibit A
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Attachment E - Notice of Dispostion 
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