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TO: Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
 
FROM: Yvette Bowden, Director, Parks and Recreation 
   Jeff Haley, Parks Planning Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Consent Agenda 
 
DATE:  May 18, 2015 
 
A. Minutes  Approval of minutes from April 27, 2015 
 
B.  Parks and Recreation Planning and Development Update 
 

 
Urban Resources 
The following initiatives are currently underway: 
 

 Birds of Special Concern Closures – An annual effort to protect nesting sites of bird 
species listed by various local, state and federal agencies as species of concern. 
 
Parks and Recreation volunteers have been turning in reports that confirm osprey, bittern 
and harrier are actively nesting in the closures at the Boulder Reservoir.  One of our 
volunteers also spotted an additional harrier nest at a new site on Open Space and 
Mountain Parks managed land and reported it to BPR staff.  BPR staff worked with 
OSMP to verify the nest and the area is now being protected.  A link to the news brief is 
below: 
https://bouldercolorado.gov/pages/may-7-2015-volunteer-finds-nesting-pair-of-
imperiled-raptors-on-open-space-and-mountain-parks-land  

 

 Thunderbird Lake Monitoring – An annual effort to manage the lake conditions. 

Ottertail Environmental Inc. has been hired to continue the annual addition of microbes to 
the lake to deter algal blooms and to monitor lake conditions.  Staff has cleared 
vegetation from the maintenance areas and plans to again control noxious weeds at the 
site.  Colorado Parks and Wildlife decided to attempt to address the koi/goldfish 
population expansion by adding predatory fish species and will evaluate the potential for 
electro-shocking as they did in 2012.    

 
 Integrated Pest Management – An annual effort to restore native areas, control noxious 

weeds and comply with regulations. 
 
Spring and wet conditions have plants “popping”.  The seasonal crew is in full-swing 
weed control for the multiple “A-list” species mandated for control by the Colorado 
Department of Agriculture state weed law.  Myrtle spurge is one of these species.  Staffs 
participated in the city-wide Purge the Spurge event on May 2 where the public could 
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bring their spurge plants and trade them in for native plants.  Approximately 1,950 
pounds of plant material were collected!  Staff has also been collaborating with 
Wildlands Restoration Volunteers (WRV) to perform education/outreach to neighbors of 
BPR properties with myrtle spurge and where they’d allow WRV to do so, control.  In 
addition, staff has removed over 4,000 myrtle spurge plants as part of the effort to 
eradicate this species.     
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/agconservation/noxiousweeds  

 
C.  Parks and Recreation Operations Update 
 
Star Spangled Splash – An Annual Community Building Event 
 
Boulder’s Parks & Recreation Department will once again host the Star Spangled Splash 
Saturday, July 4th at the Boulder Reservoir.  The family-friendly community building event will 
be held from 10-5 that day including live entertainment, FREE Tumble Bubbles, face painting, 
stand up paddle board rides, a community sailing demo and one free ice treat per entry.  An in-
kind media sponsorship has been secured from the Daily Camera and KUNC (Northern Colorado 
NPR-affiliate public radio station). We are also seeking additional sponsorships to offset costs.  
Other fee-based activities, food and beverages are still being considered.   
 
Entry fees have been adjusted this year to enhance the event’s accessibility.  Picnic packages are 
available and there will be an entry discount for Recreation annual pass holders. Secured 
advertising and social media promotion will begin in June.  This will include planned notices 
regarding permit-only area street parking.  The event’s sustainability will continue to be 
evaluated as measured by attendance, financial viability and positive media hits. 
   
 
Pricing 2014 2015 
Adult $15 $10 
Youth (13-17 years) $15 $5 
Children (12 years and 
under) 

Free Free 

Max/Car (up to 5 
passengers) 

n/a  $20 

 
 
Neonicotinoid Pesticide Use in the City of Boulder – An Update Concerning Parks 
Operating Impact 
 
 On January 20, 2015, Bee Safe Boulder members presented city council with a proposed 
resolution pertaining to the use of neonicotinoid pesticides on city owned properties. Staff 
provided an analysis and preliminary options for the resolution in the April 7, 2015 council 
packet.  
 
City Council voted unanimously to adopt Resolution 1159, entitled “A Resolution Concerning 
the Use of Neonicotinoid Pesticides in the City of Boulder” on May 5, 2015. The final 
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resolution can be found at: https://www-static.bouldercolorado.gov/docs/resolution-concerning-
use-neonicontinoid-pesticides-boulder-1-201504101408.pdf 
 
The final resolution requires that the city: 

1. Does not apply neonicotinoid products on city properties;  
2. Urges all levels of government to suspend the use of neonicotinoid insecticides unless 

they have been thoroughly reviewed and been demonstrated to be safe;  
3. Urges all businesses, homeowners and HOAs to take steps to ensure that plants and seeds 

that are sold and used in the city do not contain neonicotinoids and that products that do 
contain or are treated with neonicotinoids should be clearly and accurately labeled; and 

4. Supports and actively engages in education efforts and encourages others to adopt similar 
policies. 

As recommended by staff and previously shared with PRAB, the resolution includes a stringent, 
transparent exemption process for well-defined research projects or for application to trees when 
the life or health of a significant or valuable tree is threatened and neonicotinoid application is 
the least environmentally impactful option. Staff will also continue to be involved in related 
community outreach and education efforts. 
 
Boulder Creek Festival (An Update Concerning 2015 Coordination) 
 
This Memorial Day weekend will mark the Boulder Community’s 28th annual Boulder Creek 
Festival.  Coordination of the 3-day event, presented by the City of Boulder and produced by 
Boulder Creek Events, currently lies with the Parks and Recreation Department.  In an effort to 
enhance the event’s measureable success, analyze event logistics and the potential impact of 
Civic Area construction and prepare for the event production Request for Proposal (RFP) 
process, the department is focused on five 2015 priority metrics.   
 

 Promotion as a City Event 
 Promotion of EXPAND 
 Waste/Diversion 
 Transportation/Promotion of Carless Options  
 Appreciation of Event Financial Performance 

 

Branding work is complete, promotion has begun and all other metrics will be evaluated 30-days 
after event close as coordinated with the CMO’s Special Events Office.    The current event 
production agreement expires in 2016.  Additional information on results and the pending RFP 
process will be shared with PRAB in the weeks and months to come. 
 


