
Council update on Major Summer Events 
including USA Pro Cycling Challenge  

May 20, 2014 



City-wide Special Events 
Summer 2014 

 

 Ride the Rockies     Sunday,  June 8 

 Ironman        Sunday,  Aug. 3 

 USA Pro Cycling Challenge Sunday,  Aug. 24  



• Ride the Rockies returns to Boulder! 

• Past Tour Finish in 2001 and Tour Start in 1998 

• 2014 Boulder Tour Start will host 2,000 riders  

• Route includes Boulder, Winter Park, Steamboat Springs, Avon, 
Breckenridge and Golden 

• Recreational tour ride following all traffic laws 

• No formal street closure in city limits of Boulder as the tour leaves 
Fairview High School and travels up Canyon Boulevard to Winter Park 



• Boulder has a one-year agreement in place to host the tour start 

• The event details have been reviewed with Police, Fire, Public Works, 
Community Planning and Sustainability, Downtown University Hill 
Management Division/Parking Services, Parks and Recreation departments 
and the City Manager’s Office.   

• Boulder Valley School District (Fairview High School) is partnering with RTR 
for parking, space needs and the official ride start location 

• The ride generates more than $1.5 million of tourism business in Colorado 
and donates a $5,000 grant to an organization in each host city 

• Total cost for city of Boulder staff and services is expected to be $5,000 



• Boulder will host its first full Ironman Event in 2014 

• One of 11 cities in North America to host a full Ironman event  

• Ironman 70.3 and sprint events currently held at the Reservoir 

• With 3,000 athletes registered this will be one of the largest and 
highly anticipated races on the Ironman calendar 

• Route includes a swim at Boulder Reservoir, cycling through 
Boulder and Larimer Counties and the final run along the Boulder 
Creek Path with the finish on 13th and Pearl Street 



• Boulder has a one-year agreement for 2014 with renewal based on 
post-event review 

• The swimming, cycling and running courses have been reviewed by 
Police, Fire, Public Works, Community Planning and Sustainability, 
Downtown University Hill Management Division/Parking Services, 
Parks and Recreation departments. 

• OSMP staff confirmed that the routes had no conflicts or impacts  

• Ironman is also partnering with Boulder Valley School District 
(Boulder High School) for parking, field space needs and official 
expo and registration needs 



• The estimated hotel, food, beverage and retail sales plus event 
production is approximately $5 million in economic impact  

• Ironman estimates 3+ family and friends traveling with each athlete 

• The Ironman Foundation will also commit a minimum of $50,000 to 
not-for-profit organizations for their volunteer support. 

• Ironman also operates a year-round office in Boulder to manage 
and store event production for events in North America 

• Total cost for city of Boulder staff and services is limited to $60,000 



USA Pro Challenge returns to Boulder for a Sunday Stage Start 

     Stage 1: Monday, Aug. 18 – Aspen Circuit Race 

     Stage 2: Tuesday, Aug. 19 – Aspen to Mt. Crested Butte 

     Stage 3: Wednesday, Aug. 20 – Gunnison to Monarch Mtn Finish 

     Stage 4: Thursday, Aug. 21 – Colorado Springs Circuit Race 

     Stage 5: Friday, Aug. 22 – Woodland Park to Breckenridge 

     Stage 6: Saturday, Aug. 23 – Vail Individual Time Trial 

     Stage 7: Sunday, Aug. 24 – Boulder to Golden to Denver 



• The Boulder one-year agreement is attached in the packet for 
review 

• City events team has reviewed the route plan and street closures 
with Police, Fire, Public Works, Community Planning and 
Sustainability, Downtown University Hill Management 
Division/Parking Services, Downtown Boulder, Inc and the East 
End Businesses 

• The 2014 route does not impact Open Space and will have a 
minimal impact to street closures in Boulder  



• Racing will be held on city streets from approximately 11:45 a.m. 
to 12:20 p.m. and the remaining closures will be a family-friendly 
‘Kids Challenge’ ride on east Pearl Street until about 1:30 p.m. 

• The Kids Challenge will be free for all youth ages 12 and younger 

• The Economic Impact for the 2012 Boulder Stage finish was 
estimated at $1.2 million and the potential for 2014 is estimated at 
50 percent of that amount 

• Total cost for city of Boulder staff and services is estimated at 
$100,000, less than half of the $283,000 in 2012 



The City Attorney’s Office and city staff negotiated the 2014 agreement with 
USA Pro Cycling and has prepared a final copy ready for signature.  The 2014 
agreement is similar to the 2012 agreement in all respects with the following 
additional benefits;  

1) The exclusive race commitment is limited to one-year 

2) A commemorative monument is not required 

3) Removes indemnification by the City 

4) Provides the City with equal ability to terminate 

5) Removes reimbursement costs from the City under specific terminations 

5) The City is not required to name others as additional insureds 



 
Staff recommends that the city manager sign the contractual 
agreement for USA Pro Challenge and issue the appropriate 
permits for all event activities regulated by city code for the 
USA Pro Challenge, Ironman and Ride the Rockies 
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