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C I T Y   O F   B O U L D E R 
PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD AGENDA ITEM 

 
MEETING DATE:  

 
 
AGENDA TITLE:  
Public Hearing and Consideration of a Motion to Name the Park at the Former 
Washington School Site (Outlot B, Washington Village II Subdivision, 2901 13th St.) 
 
 
 
 
PRESENTERS:  
Yvette Bowden, Director, Parks and Recreation 
Therron Dieckmann, Deputy Director 
Jeff Haley, Parks Planning Manager 
Tina Briggs, Parks Planner 
Sarah DeSouza, Community Outreach Manager 
 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 
The department requests that the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB) make a 
recommendation to either approve or disapprove the recommendation to name the park at 
the former Washington School Site (Outlot B, Washington Village II Subdivision, 2901 
13th St.), Washington School Park (Attachment A).   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Suggested Motion Language:  
Staff requests PRAB consideration of this matter and action in the form of the following 
motion: 
 
Samples:   
Motion to support the Department of Parks and Recreation’s recommendation to name 
the park site located at B, Washington Village II Subdivision, 2901 13th St., Washington 
School Park per the majority opinion of the neighboring community. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACTS: 
Fiscal:  The cost associated with naming the park is approximately $2500. The Parks and 
Recreation Department (the “Department”) has identified funding in its 2015 budget to 
cover these costs.  
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COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENTS AND IMPACTS 
Economic:  None apply 
 
Environmental:  None apply 
 
Social:  Using social media, listservs and on-site park signs, the neighboring community 
has been contacted to solicit their input on the naming proposal.   
 
BACKGROUND 
 
City Council approved the Washington Village II project on February 25, 2009.  This 
approval permitted 33 dwelling units and 2,950 square feet of office/commercial space on 
the ground floor of a new building along Broadway and community facilities on the 3-
acre site. On February 7, 2013 the Planning Board unanimously approved the request to 
extend the existing Washington Village II project approval, which was set to expire on 
February 25, 2013.  The approval permitted three additional years to complete the project 
consistent with the original conditions of approval. 
 
The 1215 Cedar Avenue property is bounded by Broadway to the west, Cedar Avenue to 
the south, 13th Street to the east, and a mix of multi-family and single-family 
development to the north. It consists of three acres and is currently occupied by the 
vacant Washington Elementary School that was closed in 2003 by the Boulder Valley 
School District (BVSD) due to school consolidation.  Its closure prompted a 
comprehensive process to consider how the site should be developed. While there was 
initial interest from several groups to develop the site, Wonderland Hill Development 
Company was the only group that proceeded with a site design for city consideration.  
The Washington School property was the subject of two Concept Plan and two Site and 
Use Review applications during the years 2007 and 2009.  All were ultimately approved.  
 
On March 2015, a Special Warranty Deed (Attachment B) was filed by Washington 
School Developments, LLC formally granting the park property to the City of Boulder’s 
Parks and Recreation Department.   
   
 
ANALYSIS: 
In June and July 2015, Department staff worked with the neighboring community to 
determine a name for the park.  After conducting an extensive public input process 
(Attachment C) to solicit potential park names (Attachment D), 22 out of the 69 
responses (32 percent) requested the park be named Washington School Park 
(Attachment E).  Additionally, six individuals, representing nine percent of the 
responses, requested the park be named Washington Park, a derivative of Washington 
School Park.  The name Washington Village Park received nine votes representing 13 
percent of the total.   
 
The following quote from one of the park neighbors captures the essence of the majority 
of feedback about this recommendation: 
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“Many families in Boulder have decades-old connections to Washington 
Elementary School, a.k.a. Escuela Bilingue Washington.  Our children grew up in 
the is neighborhood and attended school in this now landmarked building (one of 
three identically-constructed schools in Boulder). It is fitting that the park bear the 
original name of the historic school, since that plot of land was a children’s 
playground and also functioned as a neighborhood park for nearly 100 years.” 

 
 
In December 2010, the City of Boulder adopted a Policy on Commemorative Naming of 
City Facilities (Attachment F).  The purpose of the policy was to allow, in appropriate 
circumstances, the naming or renaming of facilities, owned and operated by the City, in 
commemoration of persons that have made unusually significant contributions to the 
City.  Since the community overwhelmingly supported naming the site a non-
commemorative name, Washington School Park, it is not necessary to proceed with the 
requirements of the Commemorative Naming Policy. 
 
NEXT STEPS: 
The department requests that the PRAB support the department’s recommendation to 
name the park site located at Outlot B, Washington Village II Subdivision, 2901 13th St., 
Washington School Park per the majority opinion of the neighboring community. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment A:  Site Map 
Attachment B:  Special Warranty Deed 
Attachment C:  Public Input Process and Timeline 
Attachment D:  Proposed Park Names 
Attachment E:  Park Name Data 
Attachment F:   Commemorative Naming Policy 
 

 



www.boulderparks-rec.org
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Washington Park Recommended Naming Process 

 

• June 22 to June 29 
o Open period for park naming suggestions ( ¼ mile radius postcard, park signage, 

neighborhood association messaging)  
 Reduced from 2 weeks to 1 week 

 
• June 1 – July 12  

o Suggested names will be posted on web page and open for neighborhood input.  
 Reduced from 2 weeks to 12 days (can’t reduce to 7 due to holiday) 

 
• July 13 – July 20 

o Recommended name posted on web page for input, also post draft memo to 
PRAB which helps outline how the name was chosen  
 Reduced from 2 weeks to 1 week 

 
• July 22- July 27 

o Recommendation on park name made to PRAB and open for public 
comment/public hearing 
 PRAB Memo available for public review on July 22 
 PRAB Agenda 27 

 

If not a commemorative name: 

• Aug 6 - Aug 18 
o If recommended name is not commemorative, park name will be shared with City 

Council through an information packet – August 18 (at the earliest, prelim memo 
due Aug 6) 

 

If commemorative name: 

• Aug 6 - TBD 
o Community members will be encouraged to begin the commemorative naming 

process (with city staff) – August through October 

Park and Plaza Naming and Dedication Policy 

Policy on Commemorative naming of City Facilities 

http://intraweb.ci.boulder.co.us/files/departments/parks_recreation/policies/Park_PlazaNaming.pdf
http://intraweb.ci.boulder.co.us/files/departments/human_resources/policy/Commemorative_Naming_Policy.pdf
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