
 
 

 

B5. Annexation   

 

When properties in the county annex to the city, they must meet certain requirements. One of the recent 
requirements for properties with residential development potential has been provision of permanently 
affordable housing. These requirements could be revised to help meet the community’s housing goals. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Implementation Options: 
1. Depending on analysis of 

development feasibility and 
market for more deed-restricted 
middle-income housing, consider 
modifications to the required 
mixture of housing types. 

2. Consider adjusting requirements to 
facilitate annexation of smaller 
properties, which could increase 
the overall number of new housing 
units. 

 

Goals Addressed Through 

this Tool: 
 Strengthen Our Commitments 

 Maintain the Middle 

Create Diverse Housing Choices 

in Every Neighborhood 

Create 15-Minute 

Neighborhoods 

Strengthen Partnerships 

Enable Aging in Place 

 

 

Key Issues: 

 The policy and practice for the past several years has been that 40-60 
percent of the new development in an annexation be permanently 
affordable to low-/moderate- and middle-income households, usually split 
evenly between the two income groups. This mix could be modified 
depending on the desired housing outcomes identified by Housing 
Boulder. 

 Meeting annexation requirements can be especially difficult for small 
properties. If the city is seeking more small property annexations as a way 
to increase housing supply, it may be possible to adjust the requirements 
for small annexations. 

Background: 

 Proposed annexations with additional development potential need to 
demonstrate community benefit consistent with Boulder Valley 
Comprehensive Plan (BVCP) policies in order to offset the potential 
impacts of additional development. For proposed residential 
development, emphasis is given to the provision of permanently 

affordable housing.   

 The BVCP lists the following additional benefits that may be considered as 
part of an annexation request:  

o Receiving sites for transferable development rights;  

o Reduction of future employment projections;  

o Land or facilities for public purposes over and above that required by 

the land use regulations;  

o Environmental preservation; or  

o Other amenities determined by the city to be a special opportunity or 

benefit.   

If other important community benefits are provided in the proposed 
development, a minimum of 40 percent of the new development could be 
provided as permanently affordable to low- and middle-income 
households.  

 Annexation requests that do not result in additional density are not 
expected to provide the same level of community benefit required of 
vacant, developable parcels. 

 

Middle-income, permanently affordable 
units come into the city through 
annexation. Source: City of Boulder 
Homeownership Program 


