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Very good

Good

Neither good nor
bad

Bad

Very Bad

Don't know / no
opinion

49%

45%

5%

1%

0%

0%

43%

50%

4%

2%

0%

0%

Question 1 - How would you rate the overall quality of life in the Boulder Valley, taking all things into consid-
eration?
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Never heard of it / know
nothing about it

Do not know much about it

Know some things about it

Know quite a bit about it

Very familiar with it (e.g.,
understand its purpose,
scope, objectives, etc.)

19%

40%

30%

8%

3%

13%

27%

38%

13%

9%

Question 2 - How would you rate your familiarity with the Boulder Valley Comprehensive Plan (the Plan)?
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Not at all

Not too closely

Somewhat closely

Quite closely

40%

37%

21%

3%

22%

38%

28%

12%

Question 3 - How closely would you say you have been following the discussions about the Plan update now
taking place?
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None/no answer

A diversity of housing types and price
ranges

A compact community surrounded by
preserved open space

An all-mode transportation system to
make getting around (with or without a
car) easy and accessible to everyone

A community that practices environmental
stewardship and climate action

A welcoming and inclusive community,
with a culture of creativity and innovation

A place with a unique identity and sense
of place, with great neighborhoods and
public spaces

A vibrant economy based on Boulder’s
quality of life and economic strengths

Strong city and county cooperation to
carry out the Plan

A healthy community where people’s
well-being is supported

66%

11%

9%

7%

7%

5%

3%

3%

2%

2%

67%

10%

11%

8%

4%

6%

5%

5%

4%

4%

Question 5 - Are any of the core values in the above list no longer important, or in need of clarification/modi-
fication?



First priority for increased
attention

Random sample
survey
(weighted)

Open-link
survey
(weighted)

Second priority for increased
attention

Random sample
survey
(weighted)

Open-link
survey
(weighted)

Third priority for increased
attention

Random sample
survey
(weighted)

Open-link
survey
(weighted)
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Percent Responding

0% 20% 40% 60%
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0% 20% 40% 60%

Percent Responding

0% 20% 40% 60%

Percent Responding

0% 20% 40% 60%

Percent Responding

0% 20% 40% 60%

Percent Responding

A diversity of housing types and price
ranges

An all-mode transportation system to
make getting around (with or without a
car) easily accessible to everyone

A place with a unique identity and sense
of place, with great neighborhoods and
public spaces

A compact community surrounded by
preserved open space

A community that practices environmental
stewardship and climate action

A welcoming and inclusive community,
with a culture of creativity and innovation

A vibrant economy based on Boulder's
quality of life and economic strengths

A healthy community where people's
well-being is supported

Strong city and county cooperation to
carry out the Plan

Other

42%

13%

10%

8%

9%

6%

5%

3%

3%

2%

33%

15%

11%

11%

9%

8%

5%

4%

3%

0%

16%

22%

11%

14%

8%

7%

7%

8%

3%

4%

18%

18%

11%

12%

10%

9%

5%

8%

2%

6%

16%

16%

12%

12%

11%

8%

9%

4%

7%

5%

18%

10%

10%

13%

10%

9%

9%

9%

5%

7%

Question 6 - Which values do you believe are in greatest need of increased attention in the coming years? Please indi-
cate your top three priorities.
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A diversity of housing types and price ranges

An all-mode transportation system to make getting around
(with or without a car) easily accessible to everyone

A place with a unique identity and sense of place, with great
neighborhoods and public spaces

A compact community surrounded by preserved open
space

A community that practices environmental stewardship and
climate action

A welcoming and inclusive community, with a culture of
creativity and innovation

A vibrant economy based on Boulder's quality of life and
economic strengths

A healthy community where people's well-being is
supported

Strong city and county cooperation to carry out the Plan

Other

63%

56%

57%

49%

46%

33%

48%

33%

31%

18%

30%

21%

30%

23%

30%

22%

27%

16%

26%

17%

23%

13%

28%

17%

21%

12%

19%

10%

15%

11%

19%

12%

10%

6%

14%

5%

11%

6%

9%

6%

Question 6 - Which values do you believe are in greatest need of increased attention in the coming years?
Top 2 and top 3 priorities for increased attention

Community values: top 3 priorities for increased attention
Community values: top 2 priorities for increased attention
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The community is
generally heading in
the right direction

Mixed reaction; in
some ways things are
heading in the right
direction, in other
equally important
ways the wrong
direction

The community is
generally heading in
the wrong direction

Other

Don't know / no
opinion

23%

53%

17%

2%

4%

19%

55%

22%

2%

2%

Question 7 - In the past year, people have expressed varying sentiments about the state of the community
and the general direction it is heading regarding redevelopment, growth, and design.  Which of the following
statements best reflects your views about recent trends of growth and change in the community?
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Boulder should
increase the current
potential for
additional jobs

Boulder should
maintain the current
potential for
additional jobs

Boulder should
reduce the current
potential for
additional jobs

Other

Don't know / no
opinion

25%

57%

11%

3%

4%

24%

45%

21%

5%

5%

Question 8a - Which of the following statements best represents your preference regarding the future growth
of jobs in the Boulder Valley?
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Boulder should
increase the current
potential for
additional housing

Boulder should
maintain the current
potential for
additional housing

Boulder should
reduce the current
potential for
additional housing

Other

Don't know / no
opinion

43%

39%

12%

6%

1%

45%

27%

18%

7%

3%

Question 8b - Which of the following statements best represents your preference regarding the future growth
of housing in the Boulder Valley?
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The city should not limit the
rate of housing growth, but
instead allow normal market
fluctuations in the growth rate

The city should maintain its
system of limiting the rate of
housing growth (no more than
1% per year on average)

The city should reduce the rate
of potential housing growth
(i.e., less than 1% per year on
average)

Other

Don't know / no opinion

26%

43%

15%

11%

5%

36%

34%

14%

11%

6%

Question 9 - Some people think the current Residential Growth Management System artificially limits housing
potential and results in higher housing prices.  Others think the rate of new housing unit growth under cur-
rent regulations is appropriate, or should be limited further.  Which of the following best reflects your views?
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The city does not
need to manage the
rate of commercial
growth; allow
normal market
conditions to
prevail

The city needs a
system to limit and
slow the rate of
commercial growth

Other

Don't know / no
opinion

48%

36%

10%

6%

44%

39%

10%

7%

Question 10 - Some people think the current rate of commerical/jobs growth is having negative impacts on
quality of life, while others think the commercial development is sustaining Boulder's economic vitality and
adding benefits.  Which of the following best reflects your view about the rate of commercial growth?
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I generally support the
encouragement of mixed use
developments in these locations

I believe there are positive and
negative tradeoffs ... mixed use
should be encouraged only in
carefully defined areas

I generally oppose more mixed use
developments ... their negative
impacts would outweigh any positive
attributes

Other

Don't know / no opinion

47%

39%

10%

2%

3%

50%

35%

11%

4%

1%

Question 11 - Some people say that mixed use is environmentally advantageous, promotes a greater diversity
of housing types and price ranges, and promotes walkability, transit, and reduced reliance on automobiles.
Others say that mixed use, with typically more intense activity accompanied by increased height and mass,
can be disruptive to desired community character and can cause congestion.  Which of the following state-
ments best represents your opinion regarding the encouragement of mixed use within commercial hubs and
along major arterial roads?
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Diagonal Plaza

55th and Arapahoe

Table Mesa Center

Gunbarrel town center

North of Arapahoe between
30th and 38th Streets

Basemar (near Baseline
and Broadway)

North Boulder/North
Broadway

Boulder Junction (30th and
Pearl)

29th Street Center and
28th/30th Street corridor

Meadows Community
Center

University Hill commercial
area

Downtown Boulder

None of the above

Other

50%

46%

37%

36%

34%

32%

32%

32%

31%

31%

23%

23%

8%

5%

50%

40%

47%

30%

36%

33%

42%

40%

40%

32%

32%

36%

11%

9%

Question 12 - Which locations, if any, should the city emphasize for planning for redevelopment and future
mixed use concentrated activity?

0% 50%



First priority for developer
requirement

Random sample
survey
(weighted)

Open-link
survey
(weighted)

Second priority for developer
requirement

Random sample
survey
(weighted)

Open-link
survey
(weighted)

Third priority for developer
requirement

Random sample
survey
(weighted)

Open-link
survey
(weighted)

10% 20% 30%
Percent Responding

10% 20% 30%
Percent Responding

10% 20% 30%
Percent Responding

10% 20% 30%
Percent Responding

10% 20% 30%
Percent Responding

10% 20% 30%
Percent Responding

Provide permanently affordable housing

Limit height and/or protect views

Pay for necessary related new infrastructure such
as intersection improvements, bike paths and
pedestrian ways

Exceed standards for energy conservation, reduced
carbon footprint, and use of renewable resources

Provide accessible and useable public spaces,
plazas, courtyards, seating, art, etc

Minimize automobile use and promote alternative
modes of transportation or non-single occupancy
vehicles

Be built with exceptionally high-quality design and
materials

Provide a unique economic opportunity for the city

Other

25%

22%

13%

17%

5%

8%

6%

4%

0%

23%

23%

15%

10%

11%

6%

8%

3%

0%

11%

13%

18%

13%

15%

14%

8%

5%

2%

14%

11%

17%

12%

10%

19%

8%

5%

4%

12%

13%

15%

12%

19%

13%

7%

7%

1%

10%

10%

15%

15%

21%

15%

7%

4%

4%

Question 13 - Which requirements for new development do you believe are the most important?  Please indicate your top three pri-
orities.
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Provide permanently affordable housing

Limit height and/or protect views

Pay for necessary related new infrastructure
such as intersection improvements, bike
paths and pedestrian ways

Exceed standards for energy conservation,
reduced carbon footprint, and use of
renewable resources

Provide accessible and useable public
spaces, plazas, courtyards, seating, art, etc

Minimize automobile use and promote
alternative modes of transportation or
non-single occupancy vehicles

Be built with exceptionally high-quality design
and materials

Provide a unique economic opportunity for
the city

Other

47%

36%

45%

36%

46%

35%

43%

34%

44%

30%

45%

32%

42%

30%

35%

22%

39%

21%

35%

16%

34%

22%

43%

30%

21%

14%

22%

16%

16%

9%

11%

7%

3%

2%

7%

4%

Question 13 - Which requirements for new development do you believe are the most important?
Top 2 and top 3 priorities for developer requirement

Top 3 priorities for developer requirement
Top 2 priorities for developer requirement



0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35%
Percent Responding

Buildings taller than 55 feet might be OK in
some parts of Boulder

Buildings up to 55 feet are generally OK in
most commercial areas or if they are
consistent with a specific area plan

Buildings up to 55 feet might be OK in a few
selected areas of Boulder only if they provide
a number of community benefits and meet all
other standards and regulations

Buildings up to 55 feet might be OK in a few
selected areas of Boulder if the quality and
design is exemplary and they meet all other
standards and regulations

Buildings above 35 or 40 feet should be
prohibited in the City of Boulder

Other

Don't know / no opinion

19%

32%

23%

21%

34%

27%

31%

31%

24%

25%

2%

4%

2%

1%

Question 14 - Which of the following statements best represents your opinion regarding the height of new
buildings in the City of Boulder? (Please select all that apply)

Random sample survey (weighted)
Open-link survey (weighted)
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0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%
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Very good

Good

Neither good nor bad

Bad

Very Bad

Don't know / no opinion

47%

44%

7%

2%

0%

0%

42%

51%

5%

2%

0%

0%

Question 17 - How would you rate the overall quality of life in your neighborhood (or where you live), taking
all things into consideration?



Random sample survey (weighted) Open-link survey (weighted)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%
Percent Responding
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Access to trails and open space

General level of safety

Ease and pleasantness of walking /
biking to places I go

Quiet / low noise and traffic levels

Parks and public spaces

Overall cleanliness and
maintenance

Location near bus transit

Housing styles, types, and
character

Most of the places I regularly go
are within a 15-minute walk

Mostly owner-occupied units

Mix of owner-occupied and rental
units

Affordability

Other

Mostly rental units

Nothing / none of the above

64%

62%

61%

48%

47%

43%

36%

31%

29%

27%

24%

23%

8%

2%

0%

69%

56%

59%

49%

46%

36%

45%

32%

33%

26%

23%

22%

11%

2%

0%

Question 18 - What do you like MOST about your neighborhood (or the area where you live) that should be
preserved or protected?

0% 65%
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0% 10% 20% 30% 40%
Percent Responding

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%
Percent Responding

Affordability

Most of the places I regularly go are
farther than a 15-minute walk

Too much noise and traffic

Other

Nothing / none of the above

Housing styles, types, and character

Hard or unpleasant to walk / bike to
nearby destinations

Mix of owner-occupied and rentals

Does not seem clean or
well-maintained

Mostly rental units

Lacks nearby parks or public spaces

Far from bus transit

Lacks access to trails and open
space

Does not feel safe

Mostly owner-occupied units

36%

26%

22%

20%

17%

9%

7%

5%

5%

5%

5%

4%

3%

2%

1%

35%

20%

19%

24%

14%

10%

8%

5%

8%

9%

4%

9%

4%

5%

4%

Question 19 - What do you like LEAST about your neighborhood (or the area where you live) that you would
most like to improve?

0% 40%
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0% 10% 20% 30% 40%
Percent Responding

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%
Percent Responding

Improved

Stayed the same

Some things have
improved and other
equally important
things have gotten

worse

Gotten worse

Don't know / no
opinion

18%

42%

12%

14%

13%

17%

40%

11%

20%

13%

Question 20 - Over the past five to ten years (or since you have lived there), has your neighborhood (or the
area where you live) improved, gotten worse, or stayed the same as a place to live, taking all things into con-
sideration?
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0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%
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Better information from the city
about services, programs, and
policy changes and proposals

Support to improve neighborhood
livability (e.g., services needed,
amenities, infrastructure)

Support for neighborhood events
and fostering interaction among
neighbors (e.g., block parties)

Support land use planning at local
level

Support disaster preparedness and
communications planning

Small grants and funding for priority
neighborhood projects

Civic or leadership training

None of the above

Other

43%

41%

37%

34%

32%

32%

12%

7%

7%

41%

51%

33%

40%

26%

32%

15%

13%

4%

Question 21 - The city is revitalizing its neighborhood outreach and programs with the new role of a neigh-
borhood liason.  What neighborhood programs, improvements, or outreach services would you like to see em-
phasized by the city?

0% 51%


