
 

Request to Rename the Park Informally Named  
Mesa Memorial Park to Bill Bower Park 

 
BACKGROUND: 
In December 2010, the City of Boulder adopted a Policy on Commemorative Naming of City 
Facilities (Attachment A). The purpose of the policy is to allow, in appropriate circumstances, 
the naming or renaming of facilities, owned and operated by the City, in commemoration of 
persons that have made unusually significant contributions to the City.   
 
The planning process for the park informally known as Mesa Memorial Park (MMP) began in 
2008 and was initially scheduled for development in 2009 when funding was reallocated to other 
higher priority projects due to the economic downturn.  In 2012, funding was identified once 
again for the development of MMP and the planning and development process was initiated with 
the neighborhood. 
 
Throughout 2013, department staff worked with the neighborhood community in planning and 
developing the park. One of the key initiatives during this period was the naming of the park.  
After extensive discussion and feedback, the community has requested the park be named Bill 
Bower Park. The following quote from one of the park neighbors captures the essence of the 
majority of feedback about this recommendation: 
 

“It was a privilege to get to know (Colonel) Bill (Bower) before he died and to see a true 
hero in action every day he lived. His inspiration will live on in my heart and in the hearts 
of so many who knew him. Naming the park after Bill is a fantastic idea and is especially 
fitting because of his dedication to children. He would have been happy to have a place to 
sit, visit with others, hear the kids play and watch the contrails cross the sky.” 

 
ANALYSIS: 
According to historical and community records (Attachments B-D), the following is a brief 
history of Colonel Bill Bower’s service to the United States of America and the civic role he 
played in the city of Boulder upon his retirement. 
 
Service to His Country: 

• Born William Marsh “Bill” Bower (Bower) on February 13, 1917 in Ravenna, Ohio. 
• Bower was an American aviator, U.S. Air Force Colonel, and veteran of World War II. 
• He graduated from Ravenna High School in 1934 and attended Kent State University and 

joined the Ohio National Guard 107th Cavalry in 1936. 
• Bower graduated from the U.S. Army Air Corps Flying School in 1940 and was 

commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force on October 4, 1940. 
• He joined the 37th Bomb Squadron, based at Lowry Field in Denver, Colorado. 
• He transferred to the 17th Bombardment Group headquartered at McChord Field in 

Washington State in June 1941. 
• In the months following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Bower volunteered for a 

then unknown, but dangerous, mission, which was to be the first American aerial attack 
on Japan.  



 

• The air raid, which also came to be called the Doolittle Raid, after Lieutenant Colonel 
James Doolittle, took place on April 18, 1942, four months after the Pearl Harbor attack.  

• This was the only time that U.S. Army Air Forces bombers were launched from a U.S. 
Navy aircraft carrier on a combat mission during the war.  

• The plan called for the bombers to attack military targets in Japan and to continue 
westward to land in China since landing a medium bomber back on the USS Hornet was 
impossible. 

• None of the B-25 pilots, including Doolittle, had ever taken off from a carrier prior to this 
mission. 

• Bower piloted the “Fickle Finger of Fate”, one of the sixteen B-25B Mitchell medium 
bombers that took off from the USS Hornet deep in the Western Pacific Ocean. 

• Bower and his five member crew bombed the Ogura refinery, two factories and a large 
warehouse along the docks at Yokohama during the raid.  

•  Bower and his crew parachuted out of their B-25 over China during the night, which was 
Bower’s first and last, parachute jump.   

• Bower landed on a hillside in China perilously close to the edge of a cliff. One of his 
crew members broke his foot during the parachute landing. 

• Once reunited, Bower and his crew were assisted by Chinese villagers on their four day 
trek to Chushien, China. 

• According to Bower’s own accounts, his journey back to the United States took him 
through Tibet, India, Arabia, Nigeria, and Brazil. 

• Fifteen of the aircraft made it to China and the other made it to the Soviet Union. 
• Thirteen entire crews, and all but one crewman of a 14th, returned either to the United 

States or to American Forces.   
• Eleven members of the Doolittle Raid were killed or captured (two were killed crashing, 

one died after bailing out of an aircraft, five ended up in Russia where they were detained 
for years and eight men became prisoners of war in Japan – three of these men were 
assassinated). 

• While the raid caused negligible material damage to Japan, only hitting non-military 
targets, it succeeded in its goal of helping American morale and casting doubt in Japan on 
the ability of the Japanese military leaders. 

• It also caused Japan to withdraw its powerful aircraft carrier force from the Indian Ocean 
to defend their Home Islands. 

• The raid also contributed to Admiral Yamamoto’s decision to attack Midway – an attack 
that turned into a decisive rout of the Imperial Japanese Navy by the U.S. Navy near 
Midway Island in the Central Pacific. 

• In June 1942, Bower and twenty-two other members of the Doolittle Raid received the 
Distinguished Flying Cross during a reception at the White House.   

• The city of Ravenna, Ohio declared July 3, 1942 as Bill Bower Day.   
• Bower remained in the U.S. Army Air Forces throughout World War II achieving the 

rank of Colonel. 
• He commanded the 48th Bombardment Squadron during the war and served in Africa, 

including the allied invasion of North Africa, and the European Theater, including Italy, 
until 1945. 

• Bower served as a commander of a U.S. Air Force transport organization in the Arctic 



 

and commanded Dobbins Air Force Base in Marietta, Georgia.   
• He was awarded the Bronze Star Medal and two Air Medals during his career. 
• Bower retired from the U.S. Air Force in 1966. 

 
Service to His Community 
• Bower moved to Boulder, Colorado in 1966 with his wife, Lorraine Amman, and their 

four children.  
• He hand-built the family home on Dennison Circle. 
• He lived in Boulder until his death on January 10, 2011 at the age of 93. 
• After retirement, Bower gave back to his community serving on non-profit boards and 

city committees, delivering meals to the home-bound, gleaning corn for Community 
Food Share, starting Optimist Clubs, and founding local chapters for various 
organizations. 

• As the retired “father” on Dennison Circle, Bower kept track of which working fathers 
traveled for work and on snowy days, ensured their driveways were always shoveled 
first. 

• Bower organized lawn golf tournaments for the neighborhood boys, crafting trophies for 
the winners and instructed them on rocket building in his garage.  

• According to one neighbor, “Bill was the warm, generous, caring epicenter of our 
community. My daughter says she felt like she got to grow up with an extra Grandpa 
right across the street. 

• At the time of his death, Bower was the last remaining Doolittle Raider pilot. 
• The Colonel William Marsh Bower Center opened in the Portage County Regional 

Airport in Shalersville Township, north of Ravenna, in June 201 
 
 
Attachments:    
A. Policy on Commemorative Naming of City Facilities 
B. The Boardman Camera – August 30, 2008 
C. We Get By With A Little Help From Our Friends Article – Diane Bergstrom 
D. Letter of Support – Joseph Boardman  
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