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December 11, 2012

The Honorable Jared Polis

U.S. House of Representatives

501 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-0602

Re: Support of the Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors (DREAM) Act
Dear Congressman Polis:

On behalf of the City of Boulder, Boulder County and the Boulder Valley School District, we
write to express our organizations’ strong support for the Dream Act (S. 952/H.R. 1482) and to
thank you for your ongoing efforts on behalf of this vitally important legislation. Granting
temporary legal status to students brought to the United States as minors who have attended and
completed elementary and secondary education here would permit them to pursue their dreams
of a postsecondary education.

The Supreme Court ruled, in Plyer v. Doe (1982), that undocumented students should not be held
liable for their immigration status and are entitled to public elementary and secondary education.
Current law, however, does not provide clear paths for these students to pursue either citizenship
or higher education following high school graduation. The DREAM Act would provide these
paths.

Our organizations have been and remain committed to the protection of civil and human rights
for all people. We believe in the dignity of all Boulder County residents, regardless of
immigration status, and we recognize the importance of their many contributions to the social,
religious, cultural and economic life of our county.

The failures of the U.S. immigration system have had profound impacts within the Boulder
County community. These impacts include very young students losing motivation to excel in
their learning because of awareness that they lack affordable higher educational opportunities,
the existence of an underclass, a climate of fear, an informal economy and workforce inequities

Our communities are also missing out on the positive attributes these youth can bring. They can
become future teachers, lawyers, scientists, and business owners, contributing to our social fabric
and our economic vitality, paying higher taxes and becoming role models for future generations
of students rather than being stuck in an underclass.



As the discussion about immigration reform advances on the Hill, we hope you and other like-
minded Members will pass the DREAM Act, either as part of an overhaul of immigration laws or
as a stand-alone bill. The DREAM Act provides a common sense solution for young people in
our communities that have received significant U.S. taxpayer investment in their educations and
are eager to give back to this country. Our organizations believe it is in the best interest of us all
to educate every student to their full potential, thereby improving their lives, our communities
and the economy.

Again, thank you for your leadership on this important issue.

Sincerely,
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Matthew Appelbaum

Mayor, City of lﬁlldel )
Yl ot

Chair, Bou der County Board of County Commissioners
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ruce Messinger

Superintendent, Boulder Valley School District

School Board President, Boulder Valley School District
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December 11, 2012

The Honorable Mark Udall
328 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-0608

Re: Support of the Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors (DREAM) Act
Dear Senator Udall:

On behalf of the City of Boulder, Boulder County and the Boulder Valley School District, we
write to express our organizations’ strong support for the Dream Act (S. 952/H.R. 1482) and to
thank you for your ongoing efforts on behalf of this vitally important legislation. Granting
temporary legal status to students brought to the United States as minors who have attended and
completed elementary and secondary education here would permit them to pursue their dreams
of a postsecondary education.

The Supreme Court ruled, in Plyer v. Doe (1982), that undocumented students should not be held
liable for their immigration status and are entitled to public elementary and secondary education.
Current law, however, does not provide clear paths for these students to pursue either citizenship
or higher education following high school graduation. The DREAM Act would provide these
paths.

Our organizations have been and remain committed to the protection of civil and human rights
for all people. We believe in the dignity of all Boulder County residents, regardless of
immigration status, and we recognize the importance of their many contributions to the social,
religious, cultural and economic life of our county.

The failures of the U.S. immigration system have had profound impacts within the Boulder
County community. These impacts include very young students losing motivation to excel in
their learning because of awareness that they lack affordable higher educational opportunities,
the existence of an underclass, a climate of fear, an informal economy and workforce inequities

Our communities are also missing out on the positive attributes these youth can bring. They can
become future teachers, lawyers, scientists, and business owners, contributing to our social fabric
and our economic vitality, paying higher taxes and becoming role models for future generations
of students rather than being stuck in an underclass.



As the discussion about immigration reform advances on the Hill, we hope you and other like-
minded Members will pass the DREAM Act, either as part of an overhaul of immigration laws or
as a stand-alone bill. The DREAM Act provides a common sense solution for young people in
our communities that have received significant U.S. taxpayer investment in their educations and
are eager to give back to this country. Our organizations believe it is in the best interest of us all
to educate every student to their full potential, thereby improving their lives, our communities
and the economy.

Again, thank you for your leadership on this important issue.

Sincerely,
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Matthew Appelbaum

Mayor, City of Boulder
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Cindy Dom
Chair, Boulder County Board of County Commissioners
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Bruce Messinger
Superintendent, Boulder Valley School District
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School Board President, Boulder Valley School District
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December 11, 2012

The Honorable Michael Bennet
458 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-0609

Re: Support of the Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors (DREAM) Act
Dear Senator Bennet:

On behalf of the City of Boulder, Boulder County and the Boulder Valley School District, we
write to express our organizations’ strong support for the Dream Act (S. 952/H.R. 1482) and to
thank you for your ongoing efforts on behalf of this vitally important legislation. Granting
temporary legal status to students brought to the United States as minors who have attended and
completed elementary and secondary education here would permit them to pursue their dreams
of a postsecondary education.

The Supreme Court ruled, in Plyer v. Doe (1982), that undocumented students should not be held
liable for their immigration status and are entitled to public elementary and secondary education.
Current law, however, does not provide clear paths for these students to pursue either citizenship
or higher education following high school graduation. The DREAM Act would provide these
paths.

Our organizations have been and remain committed to the protection of civil and human rights
for all people. We believe in the dignity of all Boulder County residents, regardless of
immigration status, and we recognize the importance of their many contributions to the social,
religious, cultural and economic life of our county.

The failures of the U.S. immigration system have had profound impacts within the Boulder
County community. These impacts include very young students losing motivation to excel in
their learning because of awareness that they lack affordable higher educational opportunities,
the existence of an underclass, a climate of fear, an informal economy and workforce inequities

Our communities are also missing out on the positive attributes these youth can bring. They can
become future teachers, lawyers, scientists, and business owners, contributing to our social fabric
and our economic vitality, paying higher taxes and becoming role models for future generations
of students rather than being stuck in an underclass.



As the discussion about immigration reform advances on the Hill, we hope you and other like-
minded Members will pass the DREAM Act, either as part of an overhaul of immigration laws or
as a stand-alone bill. The DREAM Act provides a common sense solution for young people in
our communities that have received significant U.S. taxpayer investment in their educations and
are eager to give back to this country. Our organizations believe it is in the best interest of us all
to educate every student to their full potential, thereby improving their lives, our communities
and the economy.

Again, thank you for your leadership on this important issue.

Sincerely,
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Matthew Appelbaum
Mayor, City of Boulder
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Cindy Domerfico

Chair, Boulder County Board of County Commissioners
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Bruce Messinger
Superintendent, Boulder Valley School District
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Jm Ree
School Board President, Boulder Valley School District



