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1 OBJECTIVES
The objectives of this study are to:The objectives of this study are to:
• Gauge the likelihood of success for ballot initiatives to fund 

City transportation projects
• Test two different levels of funding:

• lower level of $3.5 million; 
• higher level of $5.5 million

• Test two different options for funding at two different levels:
• A sales tax increase of .15% and .25%; 
• An average monthly fee of $3 and $7 that would appear 

on the City water bills of residential customers, with an y ,
average monthly fee of $15 and $23 for employers, 
depending on vehicle trips produced

• Measure the relative importance to voters of different• Measure the relative importance to voters of different 
transportation projects on which the new revenue might be 
spent.



2 METHODOLOGY

Talmey-Drake Research & Strategy, Inc. conducted the 2013 
Transportation Funding Issues Survey on Behalf of the City of 
Boulder. 

• Results are based on 806 completed telephone interviews with 
randomly selected active voters in the City.

• 553 interviews were completed on landlines; 235 on cell phones.p ; p

• Interviews were conducted February 24 – March 5, 2013.

• The margins of error on 200 and 806 completed telephone• The margins of error on 200 and 806 completed telephone 
interviews are plus or minus 6.9% and 3.5%, respectively.
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KEY FINDINGS
• Proposed sales tax and TMF proposal would likely 

pass (60%+ support), however the strength of 
t f b th i l ti l ksupport for both is relatively weak.

• Out of nine transportation areas, the highest support 
is for “maintaining public transit service at the current 
levels” and “improving pedestrian and bicycle safety 
at high accident intersections.”at high accident intersections.

• All transportation areas rank highly relative to other 
types of city wide services and projects testedtypes of city-wide services and projects tested.
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How are Things Going in the 
City of Boulder?City of Boulder?

[n=806]

Going in right

56%

Going in right 
direction 

28% Seriously off 
on wrong 

track

No opinion/ 
Not sure

16%

Q1

Not sure



5 How are Things Going in the 
City of Boulder?
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City of Boulder?
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6 Perception of Taxes in the City of Boulder
-City sales use and property taxes vs City utility bill-

100%

[n=806 / n=705]

City sales, use and property taxes vs. City utility bill
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100%

39% 40%
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40%
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40%
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7 Rating The City On Tax-Related Issues
[n=806]

Poor/Only Fair Job Good/Excellent Job 2012 2011

40%35%16% 5%Spending your tax 
dollars wisely

46%51% 45% 42%
y

31%40%20% 5%
Informing the public 

about how the City 
uses their tax dollars

36%60% 36% 33%

75% 50% 25% 0% 25% 50% 75%

uses their tax dollars

100% 100%

Only fair Poor Good Excellent   

Q5a & b Don’t Know responses not charted



8Which of the Three Types of Taxes is the Least 
Objectionable Way to Increase Revenue?

100%

j y

[n=806]

-Before and After Explanation of Fee v. Tax-

80%

100%

44% 47%
60%

31% 28%

17%

40%

12% 11% 10%

0%

20%

Sales Tax Fees Property Tax Don't Know

Before After
Q8 & 9
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Results of Two Low Dollar Versions of the 
Ballot Proposals to Fund Transportation

100%

Ballot Proposals to Fund Transportation

TMF S l T

64% 66%80%

TMF Sales Tax
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Results of Two High Dollar Versions of the 
Ballot Proposals to Fund Transportation

100%
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TMF Sales Tax

55%
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11 Strength of Support For $3.5 Million Level
[TMF n=128 ; Sales Tax n=135]

100%
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12 Strength of Support For $5.5 Million Level
[TMF n=114 ; Sales Tax n=133]

100%
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55%
80%

(62%)1 (38%) (71%) (27%)

52%
46%

55%
44%

40%

60%

20%

40%

0%
Definitely

For
Probably

For
Definitely

For
Probably

ForFor For For For

Q2 & 3

------------TMF------------- ---------Sales Tax--------
1Number in parentheses are for Definitely and Probably AGAINST



13 Breakout of How Undecided’s Lean On 
the Transportation Funding Proposalsp g p
- Results shown are combined totals for both versions -

[TMF n=32 ; Sales Tax n=30]

80%

100%

48%
56%

34%
60%

80%

30%
22%

34%

10%20%

40%

0%
TMF Sales Tax

Lean For  Undecided   Lean Against  
Q2 & 3



14 Top 10 Transportation Projects
to Fund Sooner Than Laterto Fund Sooner Than Later

Transportation Projects Total Saying 
ImportantImportant

a.  Maintain public transit services like HOP/SKIP/ JUMP at their current levels 71%

b. Improve pedestrian & bike safety at high accident intersections 65%

e.  Replace substandard bridges on the street & pathway system 58%

f.  Resurface streets to keep pavement in good repair 58%

c.  Improve street intersections for better traffic flow & pedestrian/ bike safety 57%

d. Do routine maintenance like snow plowing & re-painting street markings 56%

g. Provide an Eco-Pass for those who live, work, or go to school in Boulder 52%

h. Complete missing links in City’s bike & pedestrian pathway system 47%p g y p p y y

i. Provide more services like HOP, SKIP in underserved areas 46%

b. Complete pathway & street connections in Boulder Junction 46%

Q5 Red=results from the January, 2012 Survey



15 Top 10 Non-Transportation Projects
to Fund Sooner Than Later

Non-Transportation Projects Total Saying

-All results for non-transportation projects are from the January, 2012 Survey-

Non-Transportation Projects Total Saying 
Important

r.  Improve library facilities at main library & existing branches 41%
j.  Pay for energy efficiency projects in city facilities 38%
h. Add a North Boulder Branch Library 33%
u. Improve playground / courts / structures in parks throughout Boulder 33%
k. Improve civic center area with year long Farmers Market and cultural spaces 32%

I it f iliti / fi t ti / d P li & P bli S f t b ildi 30%q. Improve city facilities/move fire station/expand Police & Public Safety building  30%
t. Buy / build spaces for local food growing & production in Boulder Valley 29%
s. Provide land/buildings for non-profits to rent cheap space to better serve 

Boulder
29%

o. Build cultural / educational facilities downtown for science / history museums & 
cultural arts center

26%

y. Improve Rec. Centers by adding space for programs / community meetings 21%
M k Hi t i / C lt l i t t Ch t / H b k H / P tt / 21%n. Make Historic / Cultural improvements at Chautauqua / Harbeck House / Pottery / 

Arts Centers
21%
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BACKGROUND SLIDES
Transportation Maintenance Funding Study  

BACKGROUND SLIDES



17 Results of the Ballot Proposals By:
Student Status and Gender

100%

Student Status and Gender
- Results shown are the “In Favor” responses -
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18 Results of the Ballot Proposals By:
Home Ownership and Most Likely VotersHome Ownership and Most Likely Voters

- Results shown are the “In Favor” responses -
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80%

100%

60%
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55%
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57%
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40%
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20%
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TMF Sales Tax
Q2 & 3



19 Results of the Ballot Proposals By:
Political Party

100%

Political Party
- Results shown are the “In Favor” responses -

67% 72%
77%
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80%

100%

60%

35%

52%

64%
55%

66%

60%

33% 35%

20%

40%

0%
Total Republicans Democrats Unaffiliated's Most likely

VoterVoter

TMF Sales Tax
Q2 & 3



20 Results of the Ballot Proposals By:
Age

100%

Age
- Results shown are the “In Favor” responses -

60%
67%

81% 82%

71%80%

100%
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50%53%60%

20%

40%
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TMF Sales Tax
Q2 & 3



21 Results of the Ballot Proposals By:
Income

100%

Income
- Results shown are the “In Favor” responses -
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22 Top 4 Projects to Fund Sooner Than Later
[n=806]

Pretty / Very
Important

Somewhat / Not too / Not at all
important

26% 45%27% 71%a.  Maintain public transit services like 
HOP/SKIP/ JUMP at their current levels

18% 47%34% 65%b. Improve pedestrian & bike safety at 
high accident intersections

41% 23% 35%e.  Replace substandard bridges on the 
street & pathway system 58%

42% 28% 30%

75% 50% 25% 0% 25% 50% 75%100% 100%

58%
f.  Resurface streets to keep pavement 

in good repair 

Somew't-Not at all Impt Pretty Important Very Important

Don’t Know responses not charted

75% 50% 25% 0% 25% 50% 75%100% 100%

Q4
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[n=806]

Top 5-8 Projects to Fund Sooner Than Later

Pretty / Very
Important

Somewhat / Not too / Not at all
important

23% 34%42%c.  Improve street intersections for better 
traffic flow & pedestrian/ bike safety 57%

23% 33%43% 56%d. Do routine maintenance like snow 
plowing & re-painting street markings

46% 18% 34% 52%
g. Provide an Eco-Pass for those who 
live, work, or go to school in Boulder

52% 19% 28%

75% 50% 25% 0% 25% 50% 75%100% 100%

47%
h. Complete missing links in City’s bike 

& pedestrian pathway system

Somew't-Not at all Impt Pretty Important Very Important

Don’t Know responses not chartedQ5

75% 50% 25% 0% 25% 50% 75%100% 100%
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[Black n=806; Red n is approx. 206]

Top 9-13 Projects to Fund Sooner Than Later

Pretty / Very
Important

Somewhat / Not too / Not at all
important

20% 26%52% 46%

b Complete pathway & street connections

i. Provide more services like HOP, 
SKIP in underserved areas

21%

23%

20%

23%

58%

50%

41%

46%b. Complete pathway & street connections 
in Boulder Junction 

r.  Improve library facilities at main library 
& existing branches

61% 17% 21% 38%

& existing branches

j. Pay for energy efficiency projects 
in city facilities

63% 21% 15%

75% 50% 25% 0% 25% 50% 75%100% 100%

a. Improve bike parking and Bike 
Share Stations in high uses areas 36%

Somew't-Not at all Impt Pretty Important Very Important

Don’t Know responses not charted

75% 50% 25% 0% 25% 50% 75%100% 100%

Q5



25Top 14-18 Projects to Fund Sooner Than Later
[Green n=620; Red n is approx. 206]

Pretty / Very
Important

Somewhat / Not too / Not at all
important

19% 16%64% 35%
c. Improve bus stops by adding benches/ 

shelters / bike share stations

c. Reconstruct arterial roadways such as

17%

16%

16%

17%62%

65%h. Add a N. Boulder Branch Library 33%

33%
c. Reconstruct arterial roadways such as 

Arapahoe Avenue

66% 20% 13% 33%
u. Improve playground / courts / 

structures in parks throughout Boulder

66% 17% 15%

75% 50% 25% 0% 25% 50% 75%100% 100%

32%
k. Improve civic center complex with year 
long Farmers Market and cultural spaces  

Somew't-Not at all Impt Pretty Important Very Important

Don’t Know responses not chartedQ5

75% 50% 25% 0% 25% 50% 75%100% 100%



26Top 19-23 Projects to Fund Sooner Than Later
[Green n=620; Red n is approx. 206]

Pretty / Very
Important

Somewhat / Not too / Not at all
important

15% 15%68%

q Improve city facilities / move fire station /

30%
h. Add sidewalks & improve bus stops along 

major streets, adding bus shelters, seating, 
bike parking & real time info signs  

15%

18%

15%65%

68% 11%

30%

29%
t. Buy / build spaces for local food growing 

& production in Boulder Valley

q. Improve city facilities / move fire station / 
expand Police & Public Safety building  

68% 13% 16% 29%

& production in Boulder Valley

s. Provide land / buildings for non-profits to 
rent cheap space to better serve Boulder

73% 11%15%

75% 50% 25% 0% 25% 50% 75%100% 100%

o. Build cultural / educational facilities 
downtown for science / history museums 

& cultural arts center
26%

Somew't-Not at all Impt Pretty Important Very Important

Don’t Know responses not chartedQ5

75% 50% 25% 0% 25% 50% 75%100% 100%
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[For each project, n is approx. 206]

Top 24-28 Projects to Fund Sooner Than Later

Pretty / Very
Important

Somewhat / Not too / Not at all
important

78% 10%11%

y Improve Rec Centers by adding

21%
i. Improve streetscapes by adding 

landscape & median improvements  

14%

12%

77%

78%

7%

9% 21%

21%

y. Improve Rec. Centers by adding 
space for prog’s / community meetings

n. Make Historic / Cultural 
improvements at Chautauqua / Harbeck 

H / P tt / A t C t

79% 10%10%v. Revitalize aging Pearl Street Mall w/ 
new  trees, signage, bricks, seating 20%

House / Pottery / Arts Centers

79% 13% 6%

75% 50% 25% 0% 25% 50% 75%100% 100%

19%
z. Improve sports complexes for more 
softball, Legion & Little League play & 

improve multi-use practice fields  

Somew't-Not at all Pretty Important Very Important

Don’t Know responses not chartedQ5

75% 50% 25% 0% 25% 50% 75%100% 100%
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[For each project, n is approx. 206]

Bottom 5 Projects to Fund Sooner Than Later

Pretty / Very
Important

Somewhat / Not too / Not at all
important

81% 10%7%

m. Make infrastructure improvements to 

w. Build new City recreat. facilities, like 
Aquatic Facilities & Water Park & multi-

use sports complex
17%

84%

81%

5%

9%

10%

7% 16%

15%

Univ. Hill, like pedest. lighting, gateways, 
interactive kiosks and tree irrigation

p. Provide arts educ. center for artists 
and those aspiring to learn sculpture, 
painting photography ceramics etc

82% 10%5%
x. Upgrade Blder Reservoir w/ new boat 

ramp, camp storage, outdoor performance 
areas, better beach & playgr. to meet feds 15%

painting, photography, ceramics, etc.

80% 6%4%

75% 50% 25% 0% 25% 50% 75%100% 100%

10%
l. Redevelop Flatiron Events Center to 

replace facility & fix environmental, health 
& building code issues  

Somew't-Not at all Impt Pretty Important Very Important

Don’t Know responses not chartedQ5

75% 50% 25% 0% 25% 50% 75%100% 100%


