
 
 

 

C1. Community Land Trusts   
A Community Land Trust (CLT) creates permanent affordability by severing the value of the land and the 
improvements (e.g., the house). The land is held in trust by a nonprofit or other entity and then leased to the 
homeowner. The homeowner enjoys most of the rights of homeownership, but restrictions are placed on use 
(e.g., owner occupancy requirement) and price restrictions on resale ensure that the home remains affordable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Implementation Options: 
No options are proposed for the CLT. 
As a mechanism to create 
permanently affordable housing, it is 
duplicative of the city’s deed 
restriction program. Other housing 
providers can explore this option 
independently at any time. 

 

Goals Addressed Through 
this Tool: 
 Strengthen Our Commitments 
 Maintain the Middle 
 Create Diverse Housing Choices in 

Every Neighborhood 
Create 15-Minute Neighborhoods 
Strengthen Partnerships 
Enable Aging in Place 

 

 
Key Issues: 

• The Community Land Trust (CLT) grew out of a community organizing and 
empowerment philosophy. The traditional CLT model is a democratically 
structured nonprofit corporation with open membership and a board of 
trustees. The tripartite board includes an equal share of CLT residents, 
residents of the broader community, and public-interest representatives. 
When a traditional CLT model is embraced, desired outcomes expand 
beyond redistribution of land value to include cultivating residents as 
community leaders. 

• Strictly as a mechanism for creating permanent affordability, which is 
primarily how Thistle Communities’ CLT functions, CLTs are duplicative of 
the city’s deed restriction program. 

• CLTs require education, time, and thoughtfulness to execute. 

• CLTs have been used to ensure permanent affordability of owned homes, 
cooperative housing, and rental housing, and even to preserve nonprofit 
space and other community-oriented commercial assets. 

Background: 
Historically, Thistle Communities’ homeownership program was a CLT. 
Thistle continues to steward/manage the affordability of CLT homes in 
Boulder; however, when Thistle builds new homes in the city, they preserve 
affordability using the city’s deed restriction program. 

 
Buena Vista CLT (land owned by Thistle Communities); Source: Thistlecommunities.org 
accessed September 9, 2014 

 


