
 

Project Information Sheet 

What is the Chautauqua Pedestrian Safety, Access and Lighting Improvements Project? 

The Chautauqua Pedestrian Safety, Access and Lighting Improvements Project addresses the south side 
of Baseline Road from the park boundary near 10th Street to west of Sixth Street. This Chautauqua 
Project fulfills the direction of the 2014 voter-approved Community, Culture and Safety Tax to improve 
pedestrian safety and incorporate Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)-compliant curbs and ramps 
along Baseline Road in the Chautauqua area.  The second component to the project will address the 
safety need for low-level lighting in the park along the walkway from the King’s Gate entrance to the 
parking lot east of the tennis courts.  The project is an inter-departmental City of Boulder project that 
honors the historic and natural character of the area while providing important safety improvements.  

Improvements 

The Chautauqua Project will provide the following improvements: 

 Construction of  5-foot wide sidewalks on the south side of Baseline Road from the park 
boundary near 10th Street to the end of on-street parking west of Sixth Street 

 Improved ADA-compliant pedestrian crossings along Baseline Road 

 Improved pedestrian connections from Baseline Road to Open Space and Mountain Parks 
designated access trails (per the West Trail Study Area Plan) and to existing Parks and 
Recreation paths 

 Native shrubs and plantings to replace non-native species and improve landscape conditions on 
the north edge of the Chautauqua meadow   

 Transit stop improvements, including an ADA-compliant ramp at  King’s Gate  

 Pedestrian lighting from the King’s Gate entrance to the parking lot east of the tennis courts 
interior to Chautauqua Park (no additional lighting will be installed along Baseline Road or  
OSMP public land) 

 Installation of way-finding elements within the Chautauqua project area-per the Colorado 
Chautauqua Association National Historic Landmark Master Signage Plan 

Funding 

The Chautauqua Project will cost around $1.5 million and is funded by the 2014 voter-approved 
Community, Culture and Safety Tax. 

Why is the Chautauqua Project needed? 

This section of Baseline Road serves an important role for the use of Chautauqua Park, Open Space and 
Mountain Parks trails and Chautauqua Association lodging, programming and venues. These three facets 
of Chautauqua, combined, attract more than half a million visitors per year.   
 



Currently, the lack of sidewalk on the south side of Baseline Road from west of Sixth Street east to King’s 
Gate creates a safety hazard. Pedestrians travel in the street increasing pedestrian-vehicle and 
pedestrian-bicycle conflict. The lack of sidewalks also impedes the mobility and access of area residents. 
Consequently, the project area has been identified in the City’s Missing Sidewalk Links program.   
 
The Transportation Master Plan (TMP) prioritizes providing travel options by constructing multimodal 
facilities. The project supports this TMP goal through construction of sidewalks and transit stop 
amenities. Additionally, this project provides OSMP the opportunity to implement the Council-approved 
West Trail Study Area Plan, which includes recommendations to reduce the number of damaging social 
trails on the north side of the Chautauqua Meadow. This project also aligns with the Colorado 
Chautauqua Association 2004 Cultural Landscape Assessment and Plan’s recommendations to restore 
historic views “in and from Chautauqua Park.” 

When will the Chautauqua Project begin? 

Vegetation pruning and removal is scheduled to take place in fall, 2016, followed by construction in fall 
and winter 2016-2017. 
 

  2015 2016 2017 

  Sept Oct Fall Winter Spring 

Board and Committee Presentations  
    

Public Meeting          

Preliminary and Final Design Development  
    

Vegetation Pruning & Removal          

Construction Start          

Construction Completion          

Construction Impacts 

Project construction is anticipated to begin in the winter of 2016 and will take six months to complete. 
 
The Chautauqua Project will remove small- and medium-sized trees along Baseline Road, including 
cherry trees that died in the November 2014 freeze and green ash trees that are in poor health and are 
susceptible to emerald ash borer, a destructive insect pest.  
 
Tree protection will be used for trees to be preserved, including the large white and red oaks on the 
north side of the park. The project will plant eight new trees in the park outside of the natural area. 

 
Additional construction impacts are to be determined: parking restrictions, pedestrian detours, 
vehicular lane narrowing, and bicycle detours may be in effect during construction. 

How can I get more information about this and other projects? 

To find the latest information about this project, visit the Chautauqua Project webpage or contact 
Melanie Sloan at 303-441-4934 or by email at sloanm@bouldercolorado.gov. 
 
 

https://bouldercolorado.gov/pages/chautauqua-pedestrian-safety-access-and-lighting
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