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TO: Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
 
FROM: Jeff Dillon, Director, Parks and Recreation 
 Yvette Bowden, Deputy Director, Parks and Recreation 
   Jeff Haley, Parks Planning Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Consent Agenda 
 
DATE:  September 22, 2104 
 
A. Minutes  Approval of minutes from August 25, 2014 
 
B.  Parks and Recreation Development Update 
 
The following projects are currently in the planning process that involves research, alternatives 
development, public involvement and development of planning documents to guide decision 
making and future capital improvements: 
 

 Boulder Reservoir Site Management Plan (SMP) – Development of a site plan and 
comprehensive management plan for the Boulder Reservoir.   
 
Staff continues to assimilate consultant data, visitor input, and internal site assessments to 
support the development of the site plan alternatives and management actions.  The 
Adaptive Management Process being used by staff is built on information provided 
through the community workshop help earlier this year along with consultant research to 
develop a series of draft management actions to be reviewed at the upcoming public 
meetings.  The upcoming meetings will provide a venue to discuss our understanding of 
the public input on the progression of the analysis work based on desired future 
conditions and measurements as described in previous workshops, walkabouts and 
meetings as they apply to boating, special events, trails, trailhead parking, and 
environmental awareness. 
 
Upcoming community meetings are scheduled for the North Shore on Thursday, 
September 25, 2014 from 6-7:30 p.m. and for the South Shore on Wednesday, October 1, 
2014 from 6-7:30 p.m.  
 
Recently completed consultant studies include: 
 

Boulder Reservoir 2013 Biological Assessment (Biohabitats) https://www-
static.bouldercolorado.gov/docs/biohabitats-report-1-201408211011.pdf 
Boulder Reservoir 2013 Avian Assessment (Steve Jones) https://www-
static.bouldercolorado.gov/docs/avian-report-1-201408211012.pdf  
Boulder Reservoir 2014 Small Mammal Assessment (Wildlife Specialties) 
https://www-
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static.bouldercolorado.gov/docs/2014_Boulder_Reservoir_Small_Mammal-1-
201409101431.pdf  

 
Consultant studies underway: 
 
Boulder Reservoir 2014 Traffic Analysis (Fox/Tuttle) 

 
 Valmont City Park – Development of an update to the 2008 concept plan for Valmont 

City Park focusing on the south side of Valmont Road. 
 
Currently, a consultant team and staff have completed the background research and data 
collection with key outcomes and recommendations related to athletic field needs, initial 
stakeholder involvement and site opportunities/constraints.   
 
Most recently, the department has held a series of meetings with the sports user groups, 
staff working groups and the PRAB to discuss the detailed information and move towards 
concept development for the site improvement options.  A draft of the athletic field report 
has been completed and the department is in the process of reviewing the document and 
recommendations. 
 
The second community meeting will be a chance for the public to learn about the 
department’s outreach process and comment on the data and findings that have been 
compiled to date.  It will also be an opportunity for the public to learn and provide critical 
feedback on programmatic elements that have been identified through an exhaustive 
outreach process.  Members of the public will have an opportunity to participate in an 
activity that evaluates possible program elements and look at their potential trade-offs. 
The second community meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 9, 2014 from 6-8 
p.m. 
 
 

Design 
The following projects are currently in the design phase involving the community in developing 
final plans for critical improvements to park amenities: 
 

 Crestview Park - A neighborhood park located adjacent to Crestview Elementary School 
between Upland Avenue and Sumac Avenue in north Boulder. 
 
The final construction documents for the park renovation are near completion with 
bidding and construction to commence this fall.  The plans are consistent with the 
approved concept plans presented to the neighborhood earlier this summer and include 
replacing the play area, turf and irrigation upgrades, various new site furnishings, 
accessibility improvements and a looped-path throughout the park.  Construction is 
expected to be completed in spring 2015. 
 

 Harlow Platts Community Park – A community park located on Gillaspie Drive in 
south Boulder. 
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This project is in the final design phase to develop construction documents for bidding 
and construction beginning this fall.  The current plan that was approved by the 
community and presented to the PRAB, includes a new shelter and plaza area near the 
existing warming hut, new permanent restroom near the parking lot and two smaller 
shelters near the existing play area.  The project is expected to be completed in the late 
winter/early spring 2015. 
 

 Evert Pierson Kids Fishing Ponds – Boulder’s only kids fishing pond located adjacent 
to Boulder Creek. 
 
The department is currently planning for a design to renovate and, where appropriate, 
improve the Evert Pierson Kids Fishing Pond.  Proposed renovations and improvements 
include the repair or replacement of damaged fishing docks and bridges, enhancing water 
quality and fish habitat, addressing accessibility issues, and providing educational and 
interpretative signage.  The project is expected to go out to bid in fall 2014.  Construction 
is expected to last through winter 2015.                                                                          
 
 

Construction 
The following projects are currently recently completed or under construction and anticipated to 
be completed by late fall 2014: 
 

 Elks Park – A neighborhood park located along north 28th Street in north Boulder. 
 
The Elks Park project was under construction in September 2013 when the flood event 
happened.  The park sustained substantial damage as a result of 4 mile creek breaching 
the banks and flowing through the park site for several weeks.  One year later the park 
completion and opening was celebrated on Sept 12, 2014 to great reviews and excitement 
from the community.  
 
This project provides a new neighborhood park to the northern part of the Boulder 
community and includes an innovative nature themed playground, functional public art in 
the form of a tile mosaic, a large multi-use field, innovative and enhanced shelter and a 
looped pathway throughout the park. 
 

 Bill Bower Park,  formerly Mesa Memorial Park – A small neighborhood park located 
along Table Mesa between Hartford and Yale in south Boulder. 
 
This project is currently under construction and anticipated to be complete in September 
2014.  An official park opening and dedication is scheduled for October 9, 2014. Bill 
Bower Park will include a children’s play area, a large multi-use turf field for un-
programmed recreation activities, a community gathering space, and areas for picnicking.   
 

 Horizon K-8 / Burke Park GOCO School Yard Grant – A school yard adjacent to a 
neighborhood park located at the intersection of Mohawk and Sioux Drive. 
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This project is currently under construction with completion anticipated in mid 
September. This school play yard is the first phase of a joint school/park visioning 
process that will provide the neighborhood access to a traditional and natural play area 
when school is not in session to supplement a park currently without a playground. A 
park opening celebration is scheduled for Thursday, September 18, 2014 from 4:30-6 
p.m. 
 

 University Hill Elementary GOCO School Yard Grant – A school yard for a dual 
language elementary school on University Hill. 
 
This project is currently underway with completion anticipated in fall 2015. This school 
play yard renovation will provide neighborhood access to a traditional and natural play 
area when school is not in session to supplement the existing park system. The first 
amenity for the play yard, a soft surface looped pathway, was completed with the help of 
University of Colorado students who donated over 300 hours to the project on Aug 23, 
2014. 
 

 Columbia Cemetery – A historic and cultural resource with markers from many of the 
city’s founders and pioneers located at the intersection of 9th Street and College Avenue. 
 
The installation of an efficient underground irrigation system and underground sheet 
piling along the north side of Anderson Ditch to prevent ditch water from seeping into the 
cemetery is complete. This project was critical to maintain existing valued park and 
cultural resources and improve water conservation efforts as part of the Columbia 
Cemetery Historic Landmark Site.  Headstone repairs will continue through 2014 with 
plans underway to restore the historic shed. 
 

 Boulder Reservoir – A 700-acre, multi-use recreation and water-storage facility located 
along the Diagonal Highway on the north perimeter of Boulder. 
 
The entrance gate project, the new waterline, the new sewer line connections under 
SR119, and a new ANS building have been completed. The swim beach has new sand 
and is operating at full capacity. Flood repair is nearly complete. 

 
 Bear Creek Park  (Flood Recovery) – A small neighborhood park located at the 

intersection of Lehigh Street and Bear Mountain Drive in south Boulder. 
 
The flood damaged bridge over Bear Creek has been replaced and opened in time for the 
beginning of the school year as it is a highly utilized route for students of Bear Creek 
Elementary School. 
 

 Elmer’s Two Mile Park  (Flood Recovery) – A small neighborhood park located on Iris 
behind the Safeway Mall. 
 
Flood damage has been repaired and the playground has re-opened to the public. 
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Urban Resources 
 
The following initiatives are currently underway: 
 

 Foothills Prairie Dog Relocation – A joint Parks and Recreation and Open Space and 
Mountain Parks prairie dog relocation project. 
 
The Foothills prairie dog relocation project is still in progress.  In addition to the priority 
foothills site, OSMP was relocating prairie dogs from other sites to the Waneka release 
site.  The Prairie Dog Coalition (PDC) is performing the Foothills relocation.  The PDC 
reached the anticipated and contracted number of 500 prairie dogs a few weeks ago.  At 
the same time, the Waneka release site reached the permitted number of 900 prairie dogs.  
Staff worked with the Colorado Parks and Wildlife Department to amend the permit to 
allow for an additional 250 prairie dogs to be released at Waneka given that some prairie 
dogs didn’t survive the 2013 flood and that the increased moisture led to better vegetative 
site conditions, making the addition of more prairie dogs feasible.  The priority is to be 
given to the Foothills prairie dogs of which there are estimated to be up to an additional 
125.  Staff was able to amend the contract with the PDC to allow for 6 more weeks of 
trapping which began at the start of September and will go through mid-October.  As of 
September 12, 46 more prairie dogs were trapped.   Staff will continue to provide updates 
and is working diligently to wrap up the project in 2014.   
 

 Integrated Pest Management – A joint Parks and Recreation and Open Space and 
Mountain Parks prairie dog relocation project. 
 
The Parks and Recreation Integrated Pest Management (IPM) and Conservation Crew 
continue to work toward control of various state-listed weed species.  Where mechanical 
control has been performed, they are on the second or third round of treatment to prevent 
re-sprouting and seed spread.  They have also again partnered with the Colorado 
Department of Agriculture’s A-list species crew to chemically control by spot spraying 
with Rodeo (on the city’s approved list), purple loosestrife which by mandate is not 
allowed to go to seed.  It is a priority for the crew to control the species mandated in the 
Colorado Noxious Weed Act that can be found at: 
http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite/ag_Conservation/CBON/1251618780047.  
 
The natural lands division has utilized a new goat contractor with only 20 head of goats 
this year and has been able to get to several new, smaller sites including the natural areas 
at Eaton Park, and Stazio and Pleasantview ballfields.  Pleasantview was affected by the 
flood and several new weed species have been found.  Staff is utilizing this as an 
opportunity to utilize various management actions in an effort to begin to restore the 
wetland and riparian areas to a more native state.   
 
The natural lands staff will also be coordinating with the Mile High Youth Corp on 
several IPM and habitat restoration projects in the coming weeks.  At Bill Bower Park, 
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cottonwoods will be removed from the creek corridor to provide better site distance at the 
crossroads and ash trees will be removed to open up the habitat.  Russian olive trees will 
be removed from various sites throughout the system.  Where appropriate, small trees and 
shrubs will be planted in the spring to mitigate for the habitat loss.  Staff will be working 
at East Boulder Community Park to thin cattails in appropriate locations to maintain the 
habitat for the Northern leopard frog, a species of concern.  Finally, there will be cattail 
control at Little Dry Creek just west of the Boulder Reservoir to better the habitat for the 
Northern harrier, also a species of special concern and per Boulder County is listed as 
rare and declining.   
The Reservoir area supports one of the last known harrier nesting sites in Boulder County 
and as such a closure was put into place earlier this year.  The closure was successful and 
ended on September 10th with 3 harrier babies being born and 2 confirmed fledged.  
These were the first harrier babies to be born at the Reservoir since 2010.  More 
information on these, other species of concern and the Reservoir’s status as Critical 
Wildlife Habitat can be found in the Boulder County Comprehensive Plan update 
http://www.bouldercounty.org/property/build/pages/bccpupdate.aspx. 


