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CITY OF BOULDER 
BOULDER, COLORADO 

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS MEETING 
MINUTES 

 
Name of Board/ Commission:  Transportation Advisory Board  
Date of Meeting: May 9, 2016 
Contact Information Preparing Summary: Meredith Schleske 303.441.3204 
Board Members Present: Bill Rigler, Chair; Jennifer Nicoll, Dom Nozzi, Anna Reid, Zane Selvans 
Board Members Absent:  
Staff Present:  Michael Gardner-Sweeney, Director of Public Works for Transportation       

Kathleen Bracke, GO Boulder Manager 
Noreen Walsh, Senior Transportation Planner 
Bill Cowern, Acting Principal Traffic Engineer 
Carey Sager, Maintenance Supervisor 
Gerrit Slatter, Principal Transportation Project Engineer 
Molly Winter, Director, Department of Community Vitality 
Greg Guibert, Chief Resilience Officer 
Lesli Ellis, Comprehensive Planning Manager 
Meredith Schleske, Board Secretary  
 

Consultants Present: Carlos Hernandez, Fox Tuttle Hernandez 
 

 

Type of Meeting:  Advisory/ Regular  
Agenda Item 1:  Call to Order                                                                                                                           [6:30 p.m.] 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m.                                                                                                               
Agenda Item 2:  Approval of minutes from April 2016                                                                                  [6:30 p.m.] 
Move to approve minutes as presented.  
Motion: Nozzi         Second: Reid 
5:0:0 Motion Passes 
Agenda Item 3:  Public Participation               none                                                                                        [6:31 p.m.] 
Agenda Item 4:  Staff briefing and TAB discussion regarding TMP Implementation Progress Update including 
Canyon Corridor Study in advance of May 31, 2016 City Council Study Session (Rutsch/Bracke)         [6:31 p.m.] 
 
Executive Summary: 
The Transportation Master Plan (TMP) is the city’s policy document establishing the goals, objectives and investment 
priorities for transportation. Since 1989, the TMP has reflected a consistent policy direction of accommodating 
increased person travel, managing the impacts of automobile travel, and developing a multimodal transportation system 
with the pedestrian as the primary mode. The TMP aligns with the community’s broader goals expressed in the Boulder 
Valley Comprehensive Plan (BVCP) and the city’s Sustainability Framework. The 2014 TMP includes an extensive 
analysis of transportation’s role and needed contributions for Boulder’s Climate Commitment. The measurable 
objectives of the 2014 TMP support accommodating the increase in person trips while reflecting the reductions needed 
to reduce the impacts of automobile traffic in support of the community’s sustainability and resiliency goals. The 2014 
TMP also included a detailed Action Plan to guide work efforts in implementing the plan.  
 
This update to the Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) on May 9 and upcoming City Council Study Session on May 
31 provides an opportunity to check in with TAB and council regarding the progress to-date on the TMP since council 
acceptance of the plan in August 2014. This is the third study session on implementation, including the activities 
occurring since the last study session on the TMP on Aug. 25, 2015.  
 
Transportation Division staff is sharing updates regarding pedestrian-related projects, plans and programs, as well as 
status report on core services in the areas of operations, maintenance, capital projects.  
 
Staff is seeking input and guidance from TAB and City Council on several key areas of the TMP Complete Streets work 
program for 2016-17, including updates on the Canyon Corridor study and the Living Lab Phase II Folsom Street pilot 
project, as well as a check-in on next steps for the city’s Renewed Vision for Transit.  
 
Additional highlights are provided as information items regarding the other TMP focus areas of Regional Travel, 
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Transportation Demand Management (TDM), Funding, and Integration with Sustainability Initiatives.  
 
Future transportation study sessions in 2016 will focus on progress reports on transportation funding (June), Renewed 
Vision for Transit (September), the multi-departmental Access Management and Parking Strategy (October), and TMP 
progress on Complete Streets, Transportation Demand Management (TDM), and Funding (December). Prior to each of 
these council study sessions, TAB will have an opportunity to review and share feedback with staff and council. 
 
Questions for TAB 

1. Does TAB have questions and feedback regarding the overall TMP implementation to-date?  As well as 
suggestions for next steps? 

2. Does TAB have questions and feedback regarding the Canyon Corridor study goals, objectives, evaluation 
measures, and conceptual design options? 

3. Does TAB have questions and feedback regarding the Living Lab Phase II Folsom Street pilot project update? 
i. Does TAB have questions and feedback on the national cities research and input to guide preparations for 

the proposed practitioners’ panel planned for fall 2016? 
4. Does TAB have input to guide next steps on the elements of the city’s Renewed Vision for Transit 2016 work 

program items? 
 

Kathleen Bracke gave the presentation to the board.   
Board discussion and comments included: 

 
i. Canyon Complete Streets:  

• Questions regarding where the additional width would come from, the concept of reversible lanes, 
discussion of the vision statement, definition of “efficient” roadway, and lowering car speeds.   

• Questions regarding the staging at the downtown bus transit station and support for separating the 
bike and pedestrian paths downtown.   

• Questions regarding the logic of developing seven preliminary designs and suggestions to include 
examples from other cities in the memo to City Council.  A request for several bike treatments that 
TAB could consider as well. 

• Support for separate paths for bikes and pedestrians, protected bike lanes as shown in design option 6. 
• Questions as to whether bike traffic signals would be considered if bike lanes are only on one side of 

the street.  
 

ii. Living Labs: 
• Questions regarding whether the case for staff’s recommendation has been made. 
• Recommendations to focus on facts. 
• Suggestions that at least two years of tracking are required for valid data, factoring in influences such 

as seasonality and whether schools are in session.  Suggestion to modify the presentation to reflect 
this.  

• Suggestions to include “lessons learned” and to use care with terminology.  
 

iii. Renewed Vision for Transit 
• Questions regarding what criteria limit further transportation improvements.   
• Suggestion to give citizens background and information to be able to make informed suggestions. 
• Suggestion to emphasize focusing on “headlines” for City Council – profile achievements.  Are we 

making progress or not?  How are they impacting TMP goals? 
• Request for an update on the status of a community-wide Eco-Pass.  
• Suggestion that transit stop improvements be viewed from a marketing perspective.  Branding and bus 

wraps have been good in the past. 
• Suggestion to ensure that the memo and presentation tell those receiving them why they should care.  

Agenda Item 5:  Staff briefing and TAB discussion regarding the Chautauqua Access Management Plan 
(CAMP) (Cowern/Winter)                                                                                                                                                               
[8:07 p.m.] 
 
Executive Summary: 
 
The purpose of this briefing is to provide the Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) with materials associated with the 
2016 work program for the development of the Chautauqua Access Management Plan (CAMP). 
 
The development of the CAMP is a process involving city staff from multiple departments, including the Transportation 
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Division of Public Works, Community Vitality, Open Space and Mountain Parks, Parks and Recreation and the City 
Manager’s Office. The CAMP will explore ways to manage existing demand for transportation access (including 
parking) to and from the Chautauqua area in ways that minimize vehicular and parking impacts to surrounding 
neighbors, visitors and the area’s natural and cultural resources. The CAMP will not be exploring resource management 
or visitor use of OSMP land in the Chautauqua area. At this early stage in the CAMP development project, city staff are 
interested in gathering feedback from the public, city boards, and city council on the proposed planning process, 
including the scope of work, schedule, and community engagement. 
 
City Council will be receiving an information item concerning this topic in their June 7th

 

 packet. Input from the TAB 
and other related boards and commissions will be provided in that memorandum. 

Bill Cowern gave the presentation to the board.   
Board discussion and comments included: 

• Questions regarding the scope and schedule.    
• Expression of concerns around safety along Baseline.  
• Expressions of excitement that this is happening.   
• Recommendations to consider including the Gregory trailhead, extending the CAMP past 

Chautauqua, and considering months other than summer.   
• Expressions of concern about parking management and proper pricing and suggestions that it be 

addressed in the communication plan. 
 

TAB members may contact Bill Cowern with further questions and comments. 
Agenda Item 6:  Staff briefing and TAB input regarding the 2017-2022 Transportation Capital Improvement 
Program (CIP)-- Part II of III (Slatter)                                                                                                           [8:26 p.m.] 
 
Executive Summary: 
Every year the city goes through a budget process that creates a six-year planning budget, this year for the time period 
of 2017 through 2022. Within this process, funds are appropriated for the first year, 2017. The Transportation Advisory 
Board’s (TAB) role in this process is defined in the Boulder Revised Code (BRC) TITLE 2 GOVERNMENT 
ORGANIZATION, Chapter 3 Boards and Commissions, Section 14 - Transportation Advisory Board; “. . . to review all 
city transportation environmental assessments and capital improvements.” It is within this context that the board is 
asked to hold a public hearing and provide a recommendation on the Capital Improvements Program (CIP) to Planning 
Board and City Council. 
 
TAB Action Requested: 
Staff asks that the TAB review the recommended draft 2017-2022 Transportation and Transportation Development 
Funds CIPs and provide feedback. 
 
Gerrit Slatter gave the presentation to the board.   
Board discussion and comments included: 

• A suggestion to increase user fees.  
• Expressions of support for funding for traffic mitigation.   
• A request for information regarding the tradeoff if NTMP funding is added back to the CIP. 
• Questions regarding what defines an issue as quality of life versus safety.   
• Confirmation that the project from Violet to Highway 36 is in coordination with greenways. 
• Inquiry about the correlation of projects with housing density and provision for emerging technologies. 

Agenda Item 7:  Staff briefing and TAB input regarding the city’s draft Resilient Strategic Plan (Guibert) 
 [8:54 p.m.] 

 
Executive Summary: 
The purpose of this memo is to provide select boards and commissions the draft of the City of Boulder’s Resilience 
Strategy and receive feedback.   
 
TAB Action Requested – Key Questions for the TAB: 

1. Is anything important missing from the draft strategy? 
2. Are there proposed actions that the board feels aligns well with their strategic roadmap?   

 
Greg Guibert gave the presentation to the board.   
Board discussion and comments included: 
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• Questions regarding recommendations for what TAB should consider at their planning retreat, and how to 
overcome silos.  

• Encouragement towards consideration of other factors such as disruptions or changes such as food, fuel supply 
or demographic changes.  “Plan B” may be better terminology for the public.  Are we trying to achieve self-
sufficiency? 

• Suggestions to include land use transportation system and fiscal responsibility. 
 
TAB members may contact Greg Guibert at guibertg@bouldercolorado.gov with further questions and comments. 
Agenda Item 8: Matters                                                                                                                                                   
[9:14 p.m.] 

A. Matters from the Board 
• Greenways Advisory Committee Referrals – Comments regarding the Fourmile Canyon Creek 

CEAP and the Greenways CIP (Nicoll)                                                                                                   [9:14 p.m.] 
 
1. Fourmile Canyon Creek CEAP  
2. Greenways CIP  
 
TAB members are asked to contact Jennifer Nicoll with questions and comments. 

 
• Updates re: collaboration with other city boards – Anna Reid serves on the East Arapahoe Corridor 

Study workgroup with 21 other volunteers.  They have met once; updates will be provided as it 
progresses.  Bill Rigler is on the HOP workgroup, meeting next week. 

• Dom Nozzi requested his report on the Portland/Eugene trip be tabled due to time. 
 
B. Matters from the Staff/ Non-Agenda                                                                                                         

[9:18 p.m.] 
• Boulder Valley Comprehensive Plan Update (Ellis/Rutsch) 

Lesli Ellis gave the presentation to the board.  The purpose is to compare the Boulder Valley 
Comprehensive Plan (BVCP) to the TMP and other documents to ensure alignment.  A public 
engagement event is planned this week.  TAB members may contact Randall Rutsch or Kathleen 
Bracke with questions and comments. 

• Chautauqua Pedestrian Safety, Access, and Lighting Final Improvements update (Walsh/Sloan) – 
Mike Sweeney reported that the goal is to enhance pedestrian access.  Funding is through a limited 
term sales tax.  There is concern over the impact to an historic district and onsite lighting was 
removed from project.  The summary will be forwarded to TAB.   

• Board Retreat Planning – date in process. 
• CIP Tour Planning – date in process.   
• Regional studies update (Gardner-Sweeney) –there is a potential statewide road-centric transportation 

funding ballot measure. Metro mayors opposed the language. 
• Other matters - the TAB to-do list is generated in part by planning retreat discussions.  There will be a 

joint boards meeting in August regarding the Arapahoe Underpass project. 
Agenda Item 9: Future Schedule Discussion                                                                                                   [9:33 p.m.] 
Agenda Item 10: Adjournment                                                                                                                         [9:34 p.m.] 
There being no further business to come before the board at this time, by motion regularly adopted, the meeting was 
adjourned at 9:34 p.m.  
Motion: moved to adjourn: Nozzi, seconded by: Selvans        

Date, Time, and Location of Next Meeting: 
Motion passes 5:0 

The next meeting will be a regular meeting on Monday, 13 June 2016 in the Council Chambers, 2nd

 

 floor of the 
Municipal Building, at 6 p.m.; unless otherwise decided by staff and the Board.  

APPROVED BY:      ATTESTED: 
 
___________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Board Chair       Board Secretary 

 
 

___________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Date        Date 

mailto:guibertg@bouldercolorado.gov�
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An audio recording of the full meeting for which these minutes are a summary is available on the Transportation Advisory Board 
web page. 
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