City of Boulder
Railroad Quiet Zones
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WHY RAILROAD QUIET ZONES?

APurpose to address impacts of train
horn noise

AﬁQui et Zoneso ar
Federal Railroad Administration

AReview by Colorado Public Utilities

Commission

ACoordination with BNSF, Boulder
County, and CDOT
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% BNSF Railway Track 63rd St., south of Diagonal Hwy. / LOOKOUT RD

Boulder County
at-grade crossings

City of Boulder
at-grade crossings

ﬁ City limits

City of
Boulder
Area 1
Railroad I s
Crossings |

55th St., south of Diagonal Hwy.

Jay Rd., east of Diagonal Hwy.

’
47th St., east of Foothills Pkwy.

VALMONT RD

ARAPAHOE AVE

0 0.25 0.5 1
Miles




What are Quiet Zones?




Wayside Horns

I Quiet Zone Indicator

Wayside Horn




How much do they cost?

Crossing improvements and costs
vary by type and location

Jotal estimate for Boulder area
crossings is approx. $5 M

Initial $1.3 M funding provided
through regional grant + city funds

Need phasing/implementation plan




City of Boulder
Sound Cloud Analysis

AuUse GIS mapping software to
identify number of residential
units, residential population, and
number of people living within
the sound cloud




Sound Clouds
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Train Noise Contours

I >50 dBA

B 385 - 90 dBA

I 50 - 85 dBA

[ 75-80dsA
[]70-75dBA
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(O On-grade RR crossing

[ | Parcels
& City of Boulder Limits

! N
e
O

L

A lCRiNG [ 1) a1kt b
‘i_» i L Ed T 4 ’?%‘&’___J—-Df_;'_i:_ R j | ‘ T . | ‘

o LR laiTii =y (e L] || i | 4 o B r —) [ W7
\ e " r ﬁ - = \\ ‘

N _
P
g il
LI

po X
g bttt i - . i |
E . Eesssmntintt g C . =i S =
E Y@ \ b i Wi \ L
Fi\q& T i T ; | A // v ‘\.\ P”F:‘ J fﬂ i
B ST H11] Y i o\ | \ TAL [\ (

e s Jjj
=il
!

I

B

EW
fisis 1 =131 V) I‘ / /7-7
AIEEE =i g L LT = M A - . | e ]
Foi e o R of 1 2 1 1T et J
=L 3 3 \ S = /
255 iR : l I e b = { ) !
i ‘ !

| |
A ! l 5 " G . : i / / F - /[

Y

/|

bﬁa) LI
il I







