DRAFT PROJECT ASSUMPTIONS
Last Updated June 29, 2012

These project assumptions are a basic foundation for starting the project and will help set
parameters for community vision exercises during initial public engagement. Even while the
community “thinks outside the box,” visioning must be grounded by some basic realities — to
avoid misaligned expectations later in the project. These givens or “must haves” will develop
and evolve over the course of the project, as opportunities and constraints are identified, goals
are shaped, and options are analyzed.

Flood
- No new structures or new parking can occur in the high hazard zone.

- New development and/or site grading may happen in the conveyance zone and 100-
year floodplain consistent with policies and regulations.
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Natural and Outdoor Features
- Boulder Creek and riparian area are an integral part of the civic area, and it will not be
channeled or excavated.

- The Farmers Ditch is an important part of the area and has historic significance.

- Parkland and outdoor spaces will continue to be an important aspect of the civic area to
accommodate passive enjoyment, recreation, social gatherings and events, but could be
reconfigured.

- Natural features (e.g., wetlands, significant trees) will remain an important component
of the area, and will be inventoried and analyzed as part of the planning process.

Urban Form
- The area’s historical resources and context will be an important component of the
planning process.

- Both existing and new public art will be an integral part of planning the area.

- The Farmers’ Market will remain within the civic area, and possibly be expanded or
reconfigured within the area.

- The downtown Boulder Transit Center will continue to serve as one of three major hubs
of transit activity in the city. The facility is currently at capacity and will need to expand
over time to accommodate additional transit activity associated with RTD’s FasTracks
improvements and other planned local transit service enhancements. Lower cost, on-
street improvements from the capital improvement bond and state transit grant are
currently being coordinated with downtown streetscape improvements north of Canyon
on 14" Street.

- At a minimum, current multimodal connectivity will be maintained. Existing paths and
connections will remain in the area, although possible refinements, reconfiguration and
enhancements for pedestrian and bicycle connections will be part of the process.

- Parking in the area may be relocated or reconfigured.

- The design and function of Canyon Boulevard will be a key element in planning the area.

City Facilities
- The current Municipal Campus’s services will remain downtown and to large degree
within the civic area, but the facilities could be reconfigured and/or relocated.

- Boulder’s Main Library will remain on its present site but may be expanded or
reconfigured.



Other

The Boulder Dushanbe Teahouse and the City Storage and Transfer Building, current
home of Boulder Museum of Contemporary Art (BMoCA), will remain in their current
locations.

The St. Julien Hotel Civic Pad will be part of the process.

Existing natural and cultural features and amenities will be analyzed and considered in
the planning process, for example, when identifying opportunities, constraints and goals
for the area.

All proposed changes within the area must comply with city policies and code
requirements. However, revisions to existing city policies and code requirements may
be considered as part of the planning process.

Financial feasibility should be a consideration throughout the process, but should not
unduly limit creative thinking about the future of the area.

Potential for private/public partnership, including adjacent private properties, will be
considered through the planning process.



