
 
 

 
 
 

TO: Members of Council 
FROM: Dianne Marshall, City Clerk’s Office 
DATE: July 16, 2013 

SUBJECT: Information Packet 
 

1. Call Ups 
  A. Vacation of a 490 square foot portion of an existing utility easement 

located at 1661 Elder Avenue (ADR2013-00094). 
 B. Community and Environmental Assessment Process (CEAP) for the 

28th Street (Iris-Yarmouth) Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements 
Project 
 

2. Internal Information Item 
 None. 

 
3. Boards and Commissions 

 A. Arts Commission - May 15, 2013 
 B. Arts Commission – June 19, 2013 
 C. Library Commission – May 1, 2013 
 D. Open Space Board of Trustees – June 12, 2013 
 E. Water Resources Advisory Board - April 15, 2013 

 
4. Declarations 

 A. Terry Benjamin Day Declaration – June 26, 2013 
 B. Parks and Recreation Month Declaration – June 2013 

 



 
 

INFORMATION PACKET 
MEMORANDUM 

  
To: Members of City Council 
 
From:  Jane S. Brautigam, City Manager 
 Paul J. Fetherston, Deputy City Manager 
 David Driskell, Executive Director of Community Planning & Sustainability 
 Charles Ferro, Development Review Manager 
 Sloane Walbert, Associate Planner 
 
Date:   July 9, 2013 
 
Subject: Call-Up Item:  Vacation of a 490 square foot portion of an existing utility easement 

located at 1661 Elder Avenue (ADR2013-00094). 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
The applicant requests vacation of a 490 square foot portion of an existing fifteen-foot utility 
easement at 1661 Elder Avenue (refer to Attachment D for exact location) to allow for the 
construction of a new detached garage. The easement was originally dedicated on the final plat of 
Silver Maple Village No. 2 Addition, recorded in 1952. There is no public need for the portion of 
utility easement to be vacated because all private utilities will be located in the remaining westerly 
portion of the easement. All surrounding properties are served by public utilities located within the 
right-of-way on Elder Avenue and 17th Street. 
 
The proposed vacation was approved by staff on June 17, 2013. There is one scheduled City 
Council meeting on July 16, 2013 within the 30 day call-up period. 
 
CODE REQUIREMENTS:  
Pursuant to the procedures for easement vacations set forth in subsection 8-6-10(b), B.R.C. 1981, 
the city manager has approved the vacation of a 490 square foot portion of the existing fifteen-foot 
utility easement. The date of final staff approval of the easement vacation was June 17, 2013 (refer 
to Attachment E, Notice of Disposition). This vacation does not require approval through 
ordinance based on the following criteria:  
 

 It has never been open to the public; and 
 It has never carried regular vehicular or pedestrian traffic.  

 
The vacation will be effective 30 days later on July 17, 2013 unless the approval is called-up by 
City Council.  
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FISCAL IMPACTS: 
None identified. 
 
COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENTS AND IMPACTS:  
 Economic: None identified.  

 
 Environmental: None identified.  
 
 Social: None identified.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
The subject property is a 7,644 square foot lot located in the Residential - Low 1 (RL-1) zone 
district (refer to Attachment A, Vicinity Map). The property is encumbered by a fifteen-foot utility 
easement running north-south along the west property line (please refer to Attachment B, Site 
Plan). The property owner would like to replace the existing garage with a new detached garage 
that would encroach into the subject easement. This request is to vacate the easterly seven-feet of 
the easement (490 square feet in area); the westerly eight feet of the easement will be maintained 
for electric services. 
 
It appears that the subject easement was originally dedicated for electric and telephone services in 
1952. Overhead power lines are currently located in the subject easement approximately eight feet 
from the west property line. A building permit has been issued to Public Service Company of 
Colorado (Xcel) to relocate these lines within the portion of utility easement that will remain along 
the west property line. The property owner will also grant a private utility easement to Public 
Service Company of Colorado for the relocated power lines. There are no public utilities or 
encroachments located in the easement. All surrounding properties are served by public utilities 
located on Elder Avenue and 17th Street. Given that there is no public need for the easement for 
which it was intended, failure to vacate the requested portion of easement would cause hardship to 
the property owner by limiting the development potential of the property. The proposed garage and 
any additions to the existing home will be subject to compatible development standards and the 
zoning regulations for the RL-1 zone district. 
 
ANALYSIS:  
Staff finds the proposed vacation of the easterly seven feet of an existing fifteen-foot utility 
easement consistent with the standard set forth in subsection (b) of section 8-6-10, “Vacation of 
Public Easements”, B.R.C. 1981. Specifically, staff has determined that no public need exists for 
the portion of easement to be vacated due to the fact that all public utilities are located within the 
public-right-of way and existing private utilities will be located within the remaining portion of 
easement. 
 
No vacation of a public easement shall be approved unless the approving agency finds that: 
 
    1. Change is not contrary to the public interest. 

    2. All agencies having a conceivable interest have indicated that no need exists, either 
in the present or conceivable future, for its original purpose or other public purpose. 

    3. Consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and Land Use Regulations. 
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    a. Failure to vacate the easement would cause a substantial hardship to the use of the 
property consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and Land Use Regulations; or 

  The portion of easement to be vacated is not necessary because all private utilities 
can be accommodated in the remaining portion of easement. The building site on 
this lot is currently unnecessarily limited by the utility easement since there is no 
public need for the easement.  

 N/A  b. Would provide a greater public benefit than retaining the property in its present 
status. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT AND PROCESS:  
Notice of the vacation will be advertised in the Daily Camera within the 30 day call-up period. 
Staff has received no written or verbal comments adverse to the vacation.  
 
NEXT STEPS:  
If the requested vacation is not called-up by City Council then the Deed of Vacation (Attachment  
C) will be recorded. If the requested vacation is called-up, and subsequently denied, the applicant 
will be limited to development on the property outside of the easement area. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment A: Vicinity Map 
Attachment B: Site Plan 
Attachment C: Deed of Vacation 
Attachment D: Exhibit A 
Attachment E: Notice of Disposition 
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INFORMATION PACKET 
MEMORANDUM 

  
To: Members of City Council 
 
From:  Jane S. Brautigam, City Manager 
 Paul J. Fetherston, Deputy City Manager 
 Maureen Rait, Executive Director of Public Works Department 
 Tracy Winfree, Director of Public Works for Transportation 
 Stephany Westhusin, Principal Transportation Projects Engineer 
 Debbie Ritter, Transportation Project Manager 
 Noreen Walsh, Senior Transportation Planner 
 
Date:  July 16, 2013  
 
Subject: Call-up Item: Community and Environmental Assessment Process (CEAP) for 

the 28th Street (Iris-Yarmouth) Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements Project 
(subject to call-up through July 16, 2013). 

  
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
This item provides City Council the opportunity to review and call-up the Community and 
Environmental Assessment Process (CEAP) for the 28th Street (Iris-Yarmouth) Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Improvements Project. 
 
The 28th Street (Iris-Yarmouth) Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements Project includes several 
transportation improvements to enhance biking and walking in the northern edge of 28th Street 
corridor.  The City of Boulder submitted and received funding for this project through the 
federally funded Transportation Improvements Program (TIP) in 2010.  The project budget is 
$2.2 million; $1.2 million comes from federal funds and $1 million comes from city 
transportation funds.   
 
In late 2012, planning and preliminary design of this project began and a number of options have 
been developed for the multi-use path improvements, which will be constructed on the west side 
of 28th Street from Iris Avenue to Fourmile Canyon Creek.  On March 7, 2013 a public meeting 
was held to share the conceptual options and project information with the community for their 
input.  This project is also being reviewed through the city’s Community and Environmental 
Assessment Process (CEAP).  The purpose of the CEAP is to assess the potential impacts of 
conceptual alternatives to inform the selection and refinement of a preferred alternative.  The 
CEAP process includes a review by the staff interdepartmental CEAP review team and a review 
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and recommendation on the CEAP and project design alternative by the relevant advisory board, 
which in this case is the Transportation Advisory Board (TAB).   
 
The recommended design option meets the goals and objectives of the city’s Transportation 
Master Plan by providing multimodal transportation options but also designs it within the context 
of this North Boulder residential area (discussed in the North Boulder Subcommunity Plan) and 
the community’s preference and support for maintaining trees and landscaping.  The 
recommended alternative can be viewed on page 14 of Attachment A.      
 
Following an April 1, 2013 project briefing, TAB held a public hearing and made a 
recommendation for the project CEAP at their May 13 meeting. The board voted 4-0 to approve 
the CEAP and the staff-recommended project design.  Construction is expected to begin in the 
fall of 2014. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
Budgetary:  The 28th Street (Iris-Yarmouth) Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements Project budget 
is $2.2 million.  This includes city transportation funds ($1 million) and federal transportation 
funds ($1.2 million).  All design options are estimated to be within the project budget.      
 
As part of the project design, staff is also looking at improvements to the US 36 and Violet 
Avenue intersection to address cyclist safety concerns.  Funding of these improvements has not 
yet been secured.   Staff is pursuing several funding ideas so that the funding is secured and this 
improvement is constructed as part of the (Iris-Yarmouth) Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements 
Project. 
 
Staff Time:  Staff time costs are included in the current project budget.   
 
COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENTS AND IMPACTS 
Economic:

 

 The project helps achieve economic goals by improving connections and access for 
residents, employees, customers and visitors along 28th Street, a primary multimodal corridor in 
Boulder.  This multimodal infrastructure contributes to the quality of life in Boulder, which can 
help to attract, sustain, and retain businesses and entrepreneurs. 

Environmental:

 

 The project helps achieve environmental goals by providing a multimodal 
transportation system for property owners, residents, visitors and employees to use. Providing 
transportation options is an important factor to decreasing single-occupant vehicle use, which 
can reduce and minimize the use of non-renewable energy resources and greenhouse gas 
emissions.   

Social:

 

 The project helps achieve social sustainability goals by expanding transportation options 
for all members of the community to use and improving public safety by completing a missing 
link in the bicycle and pedestrian network.  
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BACKGROUND 
On-street bicycle facility improvements, a multi-use path and sidewalks have been identified in 
the City of Boulder’s Transportation Master Plan (TMP) and North Boulder Subcommunity 
Plan.  During the FasTracks Local Optimization (FLO) planning process, the community 
identified their interest and need to have a continuous pedestrian/bicycle facility and improved 
connectivity from North Boulder to Boulder Junction (located at 30th and Pearl Streets).  As a 
result of the FLO planning efforts and the public input, this project was prioritized in the FLO 
Multi-Modal Action Plan.  In 2010, following a TAB recommendation and city council approval, 
the City of Boulder submitted and received funding for this project through the federally funded 
Transportation Improvements Program (TIP).  The project budget is $2.2 million; $1.2 million 
comes from federal funds and $1 million comes from city transportation funds.   
 
The 28th Street (Iris-Yarmouth) Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements Project includes the 
following improvements: 

 Ten foot wide multi-use path along the west side of 28th Street/US 36 from Iris Avenue to 
Fourmile Canyon Creek; 

 New bicycle/pedestrian bridge over Fourmile Canyon Creek; 
 Minor roadway widening in isolated locations and widening of the 28th Street roadway 

bridge at Fourmile Canyon Creek to accommodate on-street bicyclists; and 
 Bus stop improvements, landscaping and public art. 

 
The completion of this 28th Street project as well as upcoming improvements along Wonderland 
Creek, from Winding Trail Drive to Foothills Parkway and on 28th Street, from Arapahoe to 
Valmont Road, will allow bicyclists and pedestrians to travel continuously from North Boulder 
to Boulder Junction with a number of route options along the 28th Street corridor and the 
Greenways system via Wonderland, Goose and/or Elmer’s Twomile creeks.   
 
As part of the project scope, staff is developing a design to address safety concerns at the 28th 
Street/US 36 and Violet Avenue intersection.  Sadly, this need has been demonstrated by two 
recent cyclist fatalities at that location.  The preliminary cost estimate is $440,000.  This estimate 
is higher than originally anticipated; staff will be pursuing additional funding and working with 
the Colorado Department of Transportation and Boulder County to address the safety issue at 
this intersection.  This location is outside of the City of Boulder limits. 
 
PUBLIC FEEDBACK 
A public open house was held on March 7, 2013.  Project and meeting notification was sent to 
approximately 2600 residents, businesses and property owners in the area bounded by 26th Street, 
Yarmouth Avenue, east of 28th Street and Glenwood Drive.  The meeting was advertised on the 
project webpage and city calendar.   Approximately 30 people attended the meeting to learn 
more about the project and give input on the multi-use path design options and other project 
improvements.   
 
Residents also emailed their comments from the project webpage.  There were a range of views, 
but in  general, most people favored: 

• Option 1 for Segment 1; 
•  Option 2 for Segment 2; and  
• Option 1 for Segment 3.   
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The Winding Trail Village Homeowners Association (WTVHOA) sent a letter to staff, TAB and 
City Council expressing their interests and concerns about the design options.  In review of the 
letter and an on-site meeting with the WTVHOA representatives, the recommended design 
options are in alignment with their interests and design option preferences.  Any remaining 
concerns/interests are in the design details and the project team will be following-up with 
WTVHOA as the design proceeds to address concerns about minimizing tree trimming and 
impacts to trees, planting additional landscaping and other project design issues.  Additional 
detail on public feedback can be found on page 15 of Attachment A. 
 
As part of the CEAP review process, the project CEAP was presented to the interdepartmental 
staff review team on April 9, 2013 for review and discussion.  The team supported the 
recommended project design alternative, agreed with the impact assessment and that it was ready 
for board review. 
 
At the April 1, 2013 TAB meeting, the project team gave an introduction to the project.  The 
board had a few questions about connections between the on-street facility and multi-use path 
and existing sidewalks to the multi-use path, driveway treatments and the improvements to the 
intersection of US 36 and Violet Avenue.  The project design will include connections between 
on-street facilities and multi-use paths as well as between sidewalks and the multi-use path.  The 
multi-use path at driveways, such as at Pendleton Square, will have a continuous grade and will 
likely have a treatment similar to those recently applied to the Arapahoe Avenue (Folsom-30th) 
multi-use path.  As part of the project scope, staff is developing a design to address safety 
concerns at the 28th Street/US 36 and Violet Avenue intersection and working with CDOT and 
Boulder County to address this issue and pursue funding options.   
 
Following the project briefing in April, the TAB held a public hearing and made a 
recommendation for the project CEAP at their regularly scheduled monthly meeting on May 13, 
2013. The board voted 4-0 to approve the CEAP and the staff-recommended project design 
alternatives.   
 
ANALYSIS 
Community Environmental Assessment Process (CEAP) 
The purpose of the CEAP is to assess potential impacts of conceptual project alternatives to 
inform the selection and refinement of a preferred alternative.  The CEAP provides the 
opportunity to balance multiple community goals in the design of a capital project by assessing a 
project against the policies outlined in the Boulder Valley Comprehensive Plan and departmental 
master plans.   
 
The project includes improvements to accommodate on-street bicyclists and for the majority of 
the project length this involves restriping to provide the width.  There are two locations that 
require minor asphalt roadway widening as well as the roadway bridge widening at Fourmile 
Canyon Creek.  A graphic depicting the on-street improvements can be viewed on page 12 of 
Attachment A.   
 
The CEAP design options are focused on the multi-use path portion of the project.  In order to 
evaluate the design options, the multi-use path portion of the project was divided into three 
sections: 

• Segment 1 - Iris Avenue to Kalmia Avenue 
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• Segment 2 - Kalmia Avenue to Winding Trail Drive  
• Segment 3 - Winding Trail Drive to Fourmile Canyon Creek 
 

All design options within each segment provide a 10-foot wide multi-use path and can be 
combined with any of the other design options in the other segments.  While all of the CEAP 
checklist areas were reviewed with each design option, the key factors for consideration of this 
project’s options are tree impacts, long term maintenance risk and a useable, safe bicycle facility.   
There was not a significant cost difference between the various options at the conceptual design 
level. 
 
No option to construct the multi-use path on the east side of 28th Street/US36 was evaluated 
because the eventual goal is to complete the multi-use path to Yarmouth Avenue on the west side 
of 28th Street to connect to the multi-use path just north of the Yarmouth intersection, which will 
facilitate travel between north and central Boulder.   
 
Project Alternatives: 
The following is a description of the three segments and the two alternatives evaluated in each 
segment.  Additional information can be found in the CEAP document which is included in 
Attachment A: 

Segment 1 - Iris Avenue to Kalmia Avenue 
There is an existing sidewalk from Iris Avenue to the entrance of Pendleton Square 
Condominiums.  The sidewalk is separated from the roadway with no obstructions 
adjacent to it.  Removing the existing sidewalk and constructing the new 10-foot wide 
multi-use path in the same alignment will cause minimal disturbance to landscaping and 
adequate separation from the roadway.  Just north of the entrance to Pendleton Square 
Condominiums, the removal of one medium sized green ash tree will be required.  The 
health of the tree is considered good but its structure is poor according to the city forester.  
No other alternative was evaluated for this stretch.  

 
From the entrance of Pendleton Square Condominiums to Kalmia there is also an existing 
sidewalk.  However, there are many mature trees adjacent to it.  The two options 
evaluated were removing the existing sidewalk and constructing the multi-use path in the 
current alignment of the sidewalk with widening to the east (Option 2) and removing the 
existing sidewalk and constructing the new multi-use path in the existing grassy 
landscape area (Option 1). 
 
Option 1 is closer to the roadway but still maintains a minimum eight-foot wide 
landscape buffer from the roadway.  No tree removals are required to construct this 
design option and since the path would be farther from the existing trees their health may 
possibly improve.  Having the path farther from the trees may also reduce the risk of long 
term maintenance issues due to concrete heaving.  Storm drainage conveyance in the 
grassy landscape area would change from an open swale to being piped. 
 
Option 2 would provide a greater than eight-foot wide landscape buffer between the path 
and the roadway.  This option requires the removal of six small sized green ash trees that 
are considered to be in good health, and whose structure is generally good according to 
the city forester.  With the path being closer to existing trees, there may be an increased 

Call Up Item 1B    Page 5



long-term maintenance risk to the path due to concrete heaving and tree health may be 
affected. 

 
A graphic of Segment 1 can be found on page 6 of Attachment A. 
 
Segment 2 - Kalmia Avenue to Winding Trail Drive 
There is no existing sidewalk in this segment.  This segment of the 28th Street project 
intersects with the upcoming Wonderland Creek (Diagonal Highway to Winding Trail) 
project.  This project will provide flood mitigation and improved trail connections within 
the project limits including a pedestrian and bicycle underpass at 28th Street.  The 
Wonderland Creek project was reviewed through the CEAP process in 2012.  There are 
trees adjacent to the Wonderland Creek project that will be removed as part of that 
project and this was identified during the project’s CEAP review process.  The project 
teams have been coordinating during the design processes and will continue to coordinate 
through the construction process to ensure that path connectivity remains in place.   
 
The major identifying feature of this stretch is a berm with large mature trees on top that 
acts as a barrier between 28th Street and adjacent homes.  The two options are a multi-use 
path between the existing berm and carports (Option 1) and a multi-use path constructed 
in the existing grassy area adjacent to the roadway (Option 2).   
 
Option 1 would result in the removal of one medium sized green ash tree that is 
considered to be in good health, with poor structure according to the city forester.  The 
berm would provide a large landscaped buffer between the path and the roadway which 
would reduce the noise experienced by path users.  There may be a possible perceived 
safety issue due to feeling “trapped” between the carports and the berm and the limited 
visibility to the roadway.  
 
Option 2 would place the path adjacent to the roadway with little or no landscape buffer 
between the path and the roadway.  No trees would be removed with this option, but 
trimming of some of the trees adjacent to the path will be required.  The path and 
roadway would be more visible to one another and the path user would experience more 
roadway noise compared to Option 1.   Lane width narrowing and the addition of curb 
and gutter on the west side of 28th Street will be evaluated during final design.  A 
narrower lane width would help to slow traffic and the addition of curb and gutter would 
provide additional safety to the path user.  Both of these elements require CDOT 
approval and would be contingent on available funding. 
 
A graphic of Segment 2 can be viewed on page 8 of Attachment A. 
 
Segment 3 - Winding Trail Drive to Fourmile Canyon Creek  
There is an existing sidewalk in this segment.  Just north of Winding Trail Drive the path 
will follow the current sidewalk alignment for approximately 160 feet and then there are 
two options:  the multi-use path is constructed in the existing grassy landscape area 
(Option 1) or the multi-use path continues along the alignment of the existing sidewalk 
(Option 2). 
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Option 1 places the path closer to the roadway, which results in no tree removals; 
however, the trimming of some trees will be required adjacent to the path.  The width of 
the landscape buffer between the path and road varies with little to no buffer at one point 
to preserve an existing spruce tree.   Option 1 has the path farther from the existing trees 
so their health may possibly improve.  Sight distance is improved in this option over 
Option 2.   Lane width narrowing and the addition of curb and gutter on the west side of 
28th Street will be evaluated during final design.  A narrower lane width would help to 
slow traffic and the addition of curb and gutter would provide additional safety to the 
path user.  Both of these elements require CDOT approval and would be contingent on 
available funding. 
 
Option 2 provides a large landscaped area between the path and the roadway.  Two trees 
would be removed as a result of this option: one large blue spruce tree considered to be in 
good health with good structure; and one medium blue spruce tree considered to be in fair 
health with poor structure according to the city forester.  The proximity of the path to the 
existing tree roots could negatively affect tree health.  This option has more curves in its 
alignment, which will result in several blind corners. 
 
At the entrance to Sunrise Homes, the path continues in the existing sidewalk alignment 
to Fourmile Canyon Creek.  The project will install a bicycle/pedestrian bridge over 
Fourmile Canyon Creek connecting to the Fourmile multi-use path that runs along the 
southern boundary of Elks Park.  The project team will be coordinating with the Parks 
and Recreation Department on their upcoming Elks Park construction.   
 
A graphic of Segment 3 can be viewed on page 10 of Attachment A. 

 
Staff recommendation: 
The recommended alternative can be viewed on page 14 of Attachment A.  Specifically, staff 
recommends: 

• Option 1 for Segment 1 (Iris Avenue to Kalmia Avenue);  
• Option 2 Segment 2 (Kalmia Avenue to Winding Trail Drive); and  
• Option 1 for Segment 3 (Winding Trail Drive to Fourmile Canyon Creek).   

 
These preferred design options meet the goals and objectives of the TMP of providing 
multimodal transportation options, but also designs it within the context of this North Boulder 
residential area discussed in the North Boulder Subcommunity Plan and the community’s 
preference and support for maintaining trees and landscaping.   
 
NEXT STEPS 
If City Council chooses not to call-up this CEAP by July 16, 2013, staff will proceed with the 
TAB-recommended project design alternative. 
 
Construction is expected to begin in the fall of 2014 and take approximately 8-12 months to 
complete.  The 28th Street project team and the Wonderland Creek project team will continue to 
coordinate through the construction processes.   
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
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Attachment A – 28th Street (Iris-Yarmouth) Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements Community 
and Environmental Assessment Process  
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Attachment A 
28th Street (Iris-Yarmouth) Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements Community and 

Environmental Assessment Process 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The 28th Street (Iris to Yarmouth) Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements project is located along 28th 
Street/US 36 from Iris Avenue to Yarmouth Avenue (Figure 1).  The City of Boulder applied for and 
received a Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) grant for $1,224,000 and the city 
Transportation Division is contributing $1,000,000 for total available funding of $2,224,000 for this 
project.  The project includes construction of a 10 foot wide multi‐use path along the west side of 
28th Street/US 36 from Iris Avenue to Fourmile Canyon Creek and a new bicycle/pedestrian bridge 
over Fourmile Canyon Creek.  The new multi‐use path will be for bi‐directional use by bicyclists and 
pedestrians.  The project will also include minor asphalt widening in isolated locations and widening 
of the roadway bridge at Fourmile Canyon Creek to accommodate on‐street bicyclists from Iris 
Avenue to Yarmouth Avenue.  Bicycle parking racks, transit stop enhancements, public art and 
landscaping will be included in the project design. The completion of this 28th Street project as well 
as upcoming improvements along Wonderland Creek, from Winding Trail to Foothills Parkway and 
on 28th Street, from Arapahoe to Valmont Road, will allow bicyclists and pedestrians to travel 
continuously from North Boulder to Boulder Junction with a number of route options along the 28th 
Street corridor and the Greenways system via Wonderland, Goose and/or Elmer’s Twomile Creeks.   
 
The Community and Environmental Assessment Process (CEAP) is a formal review process to 
consider the impacts of public development projects.  The purpose of the CEAP is to assess potential 
impacts of conceptual project alternatives in order to inform the selection and refinement of a 
preferred alternative.  The CEAP provides the opportunity to balance multiple community goals in 
the design of a capital project by assessing a project against the policies outlined in the BVCP and 
departmental master plans.   This CEAP Report focuses entirely on the multi‐use path portion of the 
project.  It provides an evaluation of two options along three specific segments within the project 
limits.  All design options within each segment provide a 10‐foot wide multi‐use path and can be 
combined with any of the other design options in the other segments.   
 
The following is a description of the three segments and the two alternatives evaluated in each 
segment: 
 
Segment 1 ‐ Iris Avenue to Kalmia Avenue 
There is an existing sidewalk from Iris Avenue to the entrance of Pendleton Square Condominiums.  
The sidewalk is separated from the roadway with no obstructions adjacent to it.  Removing the 
existing sidewalk and constructing the new 10‐foot wide multi‐use path in the same alignment will 
cause minimal disturbance to landscaping and adequate separation from the roadway.  No other 
alternative was considered for this first section of segment 1.   

 
From the entrance of Pendleton Square Condominiums to Kalmia there is also an existing sidewalk.  
However, there are many mature trees adjacent to it.  The two options evaluated were removing 
the existing sidewalk and constructing the multi‐use path in the sidewalks current alignment with 
widening to the east (Option 2) and removing the existing sidewalk and constructing the new multi‐
use path in the existing grassy landscape area (Option 1). 
 
Segment 2 ‐ Kalmia Avenue to Winding Trail Drive 
There is no existing sidewalk in this segment.  The major identifying feature of this stretch is a berm 
with large mature trees on top which acts as a screen between 28th St. and adjacent homes.  The 
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two options are a multi‐use path between the existing berm and carports (Option 1) and a multi‐use 
path constructed in the existing grassy area adjacent to the roadway (Option 2).   
 
Segment 3 ‐ Winding Trail Drive to Fourmile Canyon Creek  
There is an existing sidewalk in this segment.  Just north of Winding Trail Drive the path will follow 
the current sidewalk alignment for approximately 160 feet and then there are two options:  the 
multi‐use path is constructed in the existing grassy landscape area (Option 1) or the multi‐use path 
continues along the alignment of the existing sidewalk (Option 2). 
 
While all of the CEAP checklist areas were reviewed with each design option, the key factors for 
consideration of this project’s options are tree impacts, long term maintenance risk and a useable, 
safe bicycle facility. The options were also guided by the Transportation Master Plan, Boulder Valley 
Comprehensive Plan,  and City Wetlands Protection Criteria.  Public feedback was obtained through 
public outreach and incorporated into the project CEAP recommendations.  Review of the project 
CEAP by the City’s internal CEAPers group was completed in April.  Feedback and comments 
received during this review have been incorporated into the revised CEAP.  Concurrence was also 
obtained for the preferred option for this project.   
 
The preferred option for Segment 1 Iris Avenue to Kalmia Avenue is Option 1.   Option 2 is the 
preferred option for Segment 2 Kalmia Avenue to Winding Trail Drive and Option 1 is the preferred 
option for Segment 3 Winding Trail Drive to Fourmile Canyon Creek .  These preferred design 
options meet the goals and objectives of the City of Boulder’s TMP of providing multimodal 
transportation options but also designs it within the context of this North Boulder residential area 
discussed in the North Boulder Subcommunity Plan and the community’s preference and support for 
maintaining trees and landscaping.   

 

1.0 DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF THE PROJECT 
 
The 28th Street (Iris to Yarmouth) Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements project is located along 28th 
Street/US 36 from Iris Avenue to Yarmouth Avenue (Figure 1).  The project includes construction of 
a 10 foot wide multi‐use path along the west side of 28th Street/US 36 from Iris Avenue to Fourmile 
Canyon Creek and a new bicycle/pedestrian bridge over Fourmile Canyon Creek.   The new multi‐use 
path will be for bi‐directional use by bicyclists and pedestrians.  Included in the project scope is the 
widening of the existing roadway bridge located at Fourmile Canyon Creek and minor asphalt 
widening in isolated locations and restriping to allow for the addition of on‐street bike facility 
improvements from Iris to Yarmouth avenues.  Bicycle parking racks, transit stop enhancements, 
public art and landscaping will also be included in the project.    In addition, geometric changes to 
realign the intersection of Violet Ave. and US 36 to improve the safety at this intersection are also 
being evaluated as part of the scope of work since it is within the project limits.  
 
The completion of this 28th Street project as well as upcoming improvements along Wonderland 
Creek, from Winding Trail to Foothills Parkway and on 28th Street, from Arapahoe to Valmont Road, 
will allow bicyclists and pedestrians to travel continuously from North Boulder to Boulder Junction 
with a number of route options along the 28th Street corridor and the Greenways system via 
Wonderland, Goose and/or Elmer’s Twomile Creeks.   
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2.0 BACKGROUND, PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE PROJECT 
 
On‐street bicycling improvements and a multi‐use path and sidewalks have been identified in the 
City of Boulder’s Transportation Master Plan (TMP) and North Boulder Subcommunity Plan. (Figure 
2).  During recent planning efforts to maximize the benefits of the upcoming FasTracks regional 
transit improvements, the community identified their interest and need to have a continuous 
pedestrian/bicycle facility and improved connectivity from North Boulder to Boulder Junction 
located at 30th and Pearl Streets.  As a result of this, and in an effort to ensure that the city and the 
Transportation Master Plan (TMP) fully respond to the passage of FasTracks and the coming regional 
transportation investments,  this project was identified in the FasTracks Local Optimization (FLO) 
Multi‐Modal Action Plan.  This project will complete the multi‐use path missing link that currently 
exists between Iris Avenue and Fourmile Canyon Creek and improve connectivity from North 
Boulder to Boulder Junction.  The remaining missing section of multi‐use path from Fourmile Canyon 
Creek north to Yarmouth Avenue remains unfunded but still identified on the TMP and North 
Boulder Subcommunity Plan.   
 
Currently, there is a predominantly residential population in the areas west of 28th Street.  Some 
residential and employment growth is expected to continue in this area of North Boulder for several 
more years, however there are no continuous sidewalks, off‐street or on‐street bicycle facilities on 
either side of 28th Street/US 36 from Iris Avenue north to Yarmouth Avenue.  The proposed project 
would construct a 10 foot wide multi‐use path from Iris Avenue to Fourmile Canyon Creek, a 
bicycle/pedestrian bridge over Fourmile Canyon Creek and on‐street bicycling improvements from 
Iris Avenue to Yarmouth Avenue.  The new bicycle/pedestrian bridge and the roadway bridge 
widening will eliminate barriers for bicyclists and pedestrians crossing Fourmile Canyon Creek.  Over 
a mile of new bicycling and walking facilities will be created to serve local travel needs and support 
regional travel.  The project will complete a major missing link in the bicycle and pedestrian system 
along this section of 28th Street/US 36 corridor and provide direct access to the Montessori School 
at Kalmia/28th Street as well as employment sites, residences and activity centers.  There is a 
proposed development at the northeast corner of 28th/Kalmia which would add 41 town home units 
and four single family home units.  The 28th St (Iris‐Yarmouth) project and Wonderland Creek 
(Diagonal Highway to Winding Trail) project improvements will benefit this new residential 
development as well.  In addition, all students living on the east side of 28th Street have to cross 
28th Street to get to their elementary or middle schools; once they have crossed 28th St, this project 
will facilitate the north‐south movement.  The project would close a gap between existing on‐street 
facilities (Iris Avenue bicycle lanes and Kalmia Avenue bicycle lanes) as well as the recently 
constructed Fourmile Canyon Creek multi‐use path.  The 205, BOLT, 208 and BOUND transit services 
stop at the 28th/Iris intersection which is the terminus of this project providing direct bicycle and 
pedestrian access to more than three transit services.  
 
The project team is also working on the design, cost estimate and evaluation of safety 
improvements to the intersection of US 36 and Violet Avenue as part of this project’s scope of work.   
The current alignment of the intersection has Violet Ave. intersecting US 36 at an oblique angle 
which encourages northbound left turning vehicles to make the left turn at high speeds reducing 
their ability to see and react to oncoming cyclists.  There have been two cyclist fatalities at this 
intersection in the past three years.    Funding for this improvement is not included in the project 
budget at this time, but the project team is pursuing several funding ideas and working with the 
Colorado Department of Transportation and Boulder County to address this safety issue since the 
intersection is outside of the city limits. 
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The City of Boulder applied for and received a Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) grant for 
$1,224,000 and the city Transportation Division is contributing $1,000,000 for total available funding 
of $2,224,000 for this project. 
 
The Community and Environmental Assessment Process (CEAP) is a formal review process to 
consider the impacts of public development projects.  The purpose of the CEAP is to assess potential 
impacts of conceptual project alternatives in order to inform the selection and refinement of a 
preferred alternative.  The CEAP provides the opportunity to balance multiple community goals in 
the design of a capital project by assessing a project against the policies outlined in the BVCP and 
departmental master plans.  
 
 

3.0 DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT ALTERNATIVES AND SUMMARY OF MAJOR ISSUES 
 
MULTI‐USE PATH 
In order to evaluate the alternatives, the multi‐use path portion of the project was divided into three 
sections: 

• Segment 1 ‐ Iris Avenue to Kalmia Avenue 
• Segment 2 ‐ Kalmia Avenue to Winding Trail Drive  
• Segment 3 ‐ Winding Trail Drive to Fourmile Canyon Creek 
 

All design options within each segment provide a 10‐foot wide multi‐use path and can be combined with 
any of the other design options in the other segments.  While all of the CEAP checklist areas were 
reviewed with each design option, the key factors for consideration of this project’s options are tree 
impacts, long term maintenance risk and a useable, safe bicycle facility.   There was not a significant cost 
difference between the various options at the conceptual design level. 
 
No option to construct the multi‐use path on the east side of 28th Street/US36 was evaluated because 
the eventual goal is to complete the multi‐use path to Yarmouth Avenue on the west side of 28th Street 
to connect to the multi‐use path  just north  of the Yarmouth intersection which will facilitate travel 
between north and central Boulder.   
 

Segment 1 ‐ Iris Avenue to Kalmia Avenue 
There is an existing sidewalk from Iris Avenue to the entrance of Pendleton Square 
Condominiums.  The sidewalk is separated from the roadway with no obstructions adjacent to 
it.  Removing the existing sidewalk and constructing the new 10‐foot wide multi‐use path in the 
same alignment will cause minimal disturbance to landscaping and adequate separation from 
the roadway.  Just north of the entrance to Pendleton Square Condominiums, the removal of 
one medium sized green ash tree will be required.  The health of the tree is considered good but 
its structure is poor according to the city forester.  No other alternative was evaluated for this 
stretch.  

 
From the entrance of Pendleton Square Condominiums to Kalmia there is also an existing 
sidewalk.  However, there are many mature trees adjacent to it.  The two options evaluated 
were removing the existing sidewalk and constructing the multi‐use path in the sidewalks 
current alignment with widening to the east (Option 2) and removing the existing sidewalk and 
constructing the new multi‐use path in the existing grassy landscape area (Option 1). 
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Option 1 is closer to the roadway but still maintains a minimum eight‐foot wide landscape 
buffer from the roadway.  No tree removals are required to construct this design option and 
since the path would be farther from the existing trees their health may possibly improve.  
Having the path farther from the trees may also reduce the risk of long term maintenance issues 
due to concrete heaving.  Storm drainage conveyance in the grassy landscape area  would 
change from an open swale to being piped. 
 
Option 2 would provide a greater than eight‐foot wide landscape buffer between the path and 
the roadway.  This option requires the removal of six small sized green ash trees which are 
considered to be in good health, and whose structure is generally good according to the city 
forester.  With the path being closer to existing trees, there may be an increased long term 
maintenance risk to the path due to concrete heaving and the tree health may be affected. 
 
A graphic of Segment 1 can be found on the following page. 
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Segment 2 ‐ Kalmia Avenue to Winding Trail Drive 
There is no existing sidewalk in this segment.  This segment of the 28th Street project intersects 
with the upcoming Wonderland Creek (Diagonal Highway to Winding Trail) project  This project 
will provide flood mitigation and improved trail connections within the project limits including a 
pedestrian and bicycle underpass at 28th Street.  This project was reviewed through the CEAP 
process in 2012.  The project teams have been coordinating during the design process and will 
continue to coordinate through the construction processes to ensure that path connectivity 
remains in place.   
 
The major identifying feature of this stretch is a berm with large mature trees on top which acts 
as a screen between 28th St. and adjacent homes.  The two options are a multi‐use path 
between the existing berm and carports (Option 1) and a multi‐use path constructed in the 
existing grassy area adjacent to the roadway (Option 2).   
 
Option 1 would result in the removal of one medium sized green ash tree which is considered to 
be in good health, with poor structure according to the city forester.  The berm would provide a 
large landscaped buffer between the path and the roadway which would reduce the noise 
experienced by the path user.  There may be a possible perceived safety issue due to feeling 
“trapped” between the carports and the berm and the limited visibility to the roadway. If this 
option is chosen, the need for pedestrian scale lighting will be evaluated. 
 
Option 2 would place the path adjacent to the roadway with little or no landscape buffer 
between the path and the roadway.  No trees would be removed with this option, but trimming 
of some of the trees adjacent to the path will be required.  The path and roadway would be 
more visible to one another and the path user would experience more roadway noise compared 
to Option 1.   Lane width narrowing and the addition of curb and gutter on the west side of 28th 
St. will be evaluated during final design.  A narrower lane width would help to slow traffic and 
the addition of curb and gutter would provide additional safety to the path user.  Both of these 
elements require CDOT approval and would be contingent on available funding. 
 
Please note that there are trees adjacent to the Wonderland Creek (Diagonal Highway to 
Winding Trail) project that will be removed as part of that project and this was identified during 
the project’s CEAP review process.  The document and more information about this project can 
be found at:   www.bouldercolorado.gov/public‐works > Projects > Wonderland Creek (Diagonal 
Highway to Winding Trail) Greenways Improvement Project   
 
A graphic of Segment 2 can be viewed on the following page. 
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Segment 3 ‐ Winding Trail Drive to Fourmile Canyon Creek  
There is an existing sidewalk in this segment.  Just north of Winding Trail Drive the path will 
follow the current sidewalk alignment for approximately 160 feet and then there are two 
options:  the multi‐use path is constructed in the existing grassy landscape area (Option 1) or 
the multi‐use path continues along the alignment of the existing sidewalk (Option 2). 
 
Option 1 has the path closer to the roadway which results in no tree removals; however the 
trimming of some trees will be required adjacent to the path.  The width of the landscape buffer 
between the path and road varies with little to no buffer at one point to preserve an existing 
spruce tree.   Option 1 has the path farther from the existing trees so their health may possibly 
improve.  Sight distance is improved in this option over Option 2.   Lane width narrowing and the 
addition of curb and gutter on the west side of 28th St. will be evaluated during final design.  A 
narrower lane width would help to slow traffic and the addition of curb and gutter would 
provide additional safety to the path user.  Both of these elements require CDOT approval and 
would be contingent on available funding. 
 
Option 2 provides a large landscape area between the path and the roadway.  Two trees would 
be removed as a result of this option; one large blue spruce tree considered to be in good health 
with good structure, and one medium blue spruce tree considered to be in fair health with poor 
structure  according to the city forester.  The proximity of the path to the existing tree roots 
could negatively affect tree health.  This option has more curves in its alignment which results in 
several blind corners. 
 
At the entrance to Sunrise Homes, the path continues in the existing sidewalk alignment to 
Fourmile Canyon Creek.  The project will install a bicycle/pedestrian bridge over Fourmile 
Canyon Creek connecting to the Fourmile multi‐use path which runs along the southern 
boundary of Elks Park.  The project team will be coordinating with the Parks and Recreation 
Department on their upcoming Elks Park construction.   
 
A low water crossing of Fourmile Canyon Creek was considered, but not included as a viable 
alternative because it would result in greater impact to the wetlands than the bridge alternative.  
In addition the low water crossing would require additional property acquisition in order to 
achieve ADA accessibility on the south side of Fourmile Canyon Creek. 
 
A graphic of Segment 3 can be viewed on the following page. 
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ON‐STREET BICYCLE FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS 
The project scope also includes necessary improvements to accommodate  on‐street bicyclists from Iris 
to Yarmouth avenues to meet both existing travel demand as well as encourage additional bicycling 
activity.    Having both on‐street and off‐street bicycle facility types available best meets the wide 
ranging needs and ability levels of the community from ages 8‐80.  The majority of the length of the 
approximately two mile improvement involves restriping of the existing street section to provide the 
width for the on‐street bicycle improvements.  There are two locations that require minor roadway 
widening to accommodate on‐street bicyclists: 

• From south of Palo Parkway/Winding Trail Drive to just north of Fourmile Canyon Creek, 
including widening the existing roadway bridge over Fourmile Canyon Creek.  The widening will 
occur on both sides of the road. 

• For approximately 800 feet southeast of Yarmouth Avenue. The widening will occur only on the 
northeast side of the road. 

The on‐street improvements do not preclude the future multi‐use path construction on the west side of 
28th Street from  Fourmile Canyon Creek to Yarmouth Avenue. 
 
A graphic of the on‐street bicycle facility improvements can be viewed on the following page. 
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4.0 PERMITS, WETLANDS PROTECTION AND HABITAT ENCROACHMENT 
Construction of the project components may require the following permits: 
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment Colorado Stormwater Discharge Permit 
(Construction Activity General Permit and Stormwater Management Plan) 
City of Boulder Floodplain Development Permit 
United State Army Corps of Engineers 404 Permit 
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment Colorado Construction Dewatering Permit 
City Boulder construction dewatering discharge agreement.   
City of Boulder Standard Wetlands Permit – There will be impacts to the Fourmile Canyon Creek 
wetlands buffer area and this will be mitigated.  Please note that the Wonderland Creek wetlands 
impacts will be covered in the permit for the Wonderland Creek (Diagonal Highway to Winding Trail) 
greenways project. 

 
5.0 PREFERRED PROJECT ALTERNATIVE 

 
The preferred option for Segment 1 Iris Avenue to Kalmia Avenue is Option 1.   Option 1 is able to 
provide the 10‐foot wide multi‐use path requiring no tree removals and placing the multi‐use path 
furthest from the existing trees which may improve the future health of the trees.  A buffer between 
the path and the adjacent residences as well as a buffer between the multi‐use path and roadway is 
established.    
 
Option 2 is the preferred option for Segment 2 Kalmia Avenue to Winding Trail Drive because no 
trees would be removed with this option and the path and roadway would be more visible to one 
another. 
 
Option 1 is the preferred option for Segment 3 Winding Trail Drive to Fourmile Canyon Creek 
because this option results in no tree removals and keeps the path farthest away from the existing 
trees so their health may possibly improve and there is better visibility and sightlines for the path 
users.   
 
These preferred design options meet the goals and objectives of the City of Boulder’s TMP of 
providing multimodal transportation options but also designs it within the context of this North 
Boulder residential area discussed in the North Boulder Subcommunity Plan and the community’s 
preference and support for maintaining trees and landscaping.   
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6.0 PUBLIC INPUT TO DATE 

A public open‐house meeting was held on March 7, 2013.  Project and meeting notification was sent 
to approximately 2600 residents, businesses and property owners in the area generally bounded by 
26th St, Yarmouth Ave, east of 28th St and Glenwood Dr.  The meeting was advertised on the project 
webpage and city calendar.   Approximately 30 people attended the meeting to learn more about 
the project and give input on the multi‐use path design options and other project improvements.  
The following provides a summary of the comments received on each segment of the project and 
overall themes for the project improvements: 
 

Segment 1 Iris Avenue to Kalmia Avenue:   Thirteen attendees who completed the comment 
forms indicated a preference for Option 1, four preferred Option 2 and one indicated “no 
opinion”.  For those preferring Option 1, the themes of support for this included no tree 
removals, a straighter path alignment, less icing in the winter, and not as close to the adjacent 
residences.  For those indicating a preference for Option 2, the themes of support for this 
included a maximum buffer between the path and the roadway and the path would be closer to 
the trees.  
 
Segment 2 Kalmia Avenue to Winding Trail Drive:  Six attendees who completed the comment 
forms indicated a preference for Option 1, eleven preferred Option 2 and one indicated “no 
opinion”.  For those preferring Option 1, the themes of support for this option included a better 
alignment with future access to the underpass, better aesthetics, closer to the existing trees, 
and maximum buffer between the path and roadway.  Of those preferring Option 2, the themes 
of support included path users improved visibility to the street as well as improved visibility of 
path users from the roadway, farther from residences, concerns about icing, shading, graffiti 
and user safety for Option 1, no tree removals and maintaining space for Winding Trail Village to 
construct noise walls in the future. 
 
Segment 3 Winding Trail Drive to Fourmile Canyon Creek:  Eleven attendees who completed the 
comment forms indicated a preference for Option 1 and seven attendees preferred Option 2.  
Of those preferring Option 1 the themes of support included visibility to street, straighter path 
alignment, no tree removals and not adjacent to the neighborhood wall.  Of those preferring 
Option 2 the themes of support included increased buffer between path and roadway,possible 
need for space for future roadway widening and maintaining as much of the grassy landscape 
area as possible. 

 
Other project input included considering a curb type barrier or short wall between path and 
roadway when there is no or little buffer, improvements to the Violet/US 36 and Jay Rd/US 36 
intersections, bus stop improvements (concrete pads, benches, shelters) for bus stop in the project 
area, treatments for path/roadway intersections to alert bicyclists of crossing, sound walls, lower 
speed limit and a question about path easements adjacent to the Winding Trail Village and support 
for the project improvements and the Wonderland Creek Underpass improvements. 
 
The project team is coordinating with other city departments and work groups including Public 
Works‐Utilities, Forestry, Parks and Recreation, GO Boulder and Transportation and Utilities 
Maintenance.  As part of the CEAP review process, the project CEAP was presented to the 
interdepartmental staff review team on April 9, 2013 for review and discussion of the 
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documentation.   Feedback and comments received during this review have been incorporated into 
the revised CEAP.  Concurrence was also obtained for the preferred option for this project.   
 
At the May 13, 2013 Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) meeting, the Board will hold a public 
hearing and consider a recommendation on the 28th St (Iris‐Yarmouth) Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Improvements CEAP.   Remaining paragraph to be completed following the meeting.  Following the 
TAB review and recommendation, the CEAP will be forwarded to the City Council for call‐up action 
by July 16, 2013. 

7.0 STAFF PROJECT MANAGEMENT 
 
This project is being managed by the City’s Public Works Department – Transportation Division.  
Debbie Ritter is the Project Manager for this project.  Noreen Walsh provides assistance with the 
public process and CEAP. 
 

8.0 OTHER CONSULTANTS OR RELEVANT CONTACTS 
 
Centennial Engineering, Inc., a current on‐call Civil and Structural Engineering consultant with the 
City of Boulder, is the prime consultant on the project, providing support in the public process, 
CEAP, alternatives analysis and final design.  Subconsultants are included in the project team for 
environmental, landscape design, geotechnical, flood consulting and surveying.  Local Agency 
project staff with CDOT Region 4 are also involved with supporting the federal aid and NEPA review 
aspects of the project. 

 
GOALS ASSESSMENT 
 
1.  Using the Boulder Valley Comprehensive Plan (BVCP) and department master plans, describe 

the primary city goals and benefits that the project will help to achieve: 
 
a. Community Sustainability Goals – How does the project improve the quality of economic, 
environmental and social health with future generations in mind?   

   
  28th Street/US 36 is a Principal Arterial and the lack of adequate bicycle and pedestrian facilities 

are a system deficiency.    The Boulder Valley Comprehensive Plan (BVCP), Transportation Master 
Plan (TMP) and North Boulder Subcommunity Plan emphasize a multimodal  transportation 
system to make getting around without a car easy and accessible for everyone.   On‐street 
bicycling improvements, a multi‐use path and sidewalks along 28th Street are included in the City 
of Boulder’s TMP and North Boulder Subcommunity Plan.  This project will improve the 
transportation network and provide these bicycle and pedestrian facilities for all in the 
community to use.   

 
The project helps the city achieve its economic goals by improving connections and access for 
residents, employees, customers and visitors along 28th Street, a primary multimodal corridor in 
Boulder.  This multimodal infrastructure contributes to the quality of life in Boulder, which can 
help to attract, sustain, and retain businesses and entrepreneurs. 
 
The project helps the city achieve its environmental goals by providing a facility for the 
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multimodal transportation system for property owners, residents, visitors and employees to use. 
This  could result in a decrease in single‐occupant vehicle use which would reduce and minimize 
the use of non‐renewable energy resources and greenhouse gas emissions.   
 
The project helps the city achieve its social sustainability goals by expanding transportation 
options for all members of the community to use and improving public safety by completing a 
missing link in the bicycle and pedestrian network.  
 
b. BVCP Goals related to:  

Community Design/Built Environment 
Urban Services/Facilities and Services 
Environment 
Economy 
Transportation 
Housing 
Social Concerns and Human Services 

Community Design/Built Environment – The city’s goal is to evolve toward an urban form 
that supports sustainability.  Boulder's compact, interconnected urban form helps ensure the 
community's environmental health, social equity and economic vitality. It also supports cost‐
effective infrastructure and facility investments, a high level of multimodal mobility, and easy 
access to employment, recreation, shopping and other amenities, as well as a strong image of 
Boulder as a distinct community.  The 28th St (Iris‐Yarmouth) Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Improvements Project helps to fulfill the BVCP’s sustainable urban design form by providing a 
bicycle and pedestrian facility for the city’s multimodal system improving access to and 
through North Boulder.  The conceptual design options also attempted to minimize tree 
removals which supports Policy 2.34  Importance of Street Trees and Streetscape and 3.11 
Urban Forests.  The completion of this 28th Street project as well as upcoming improvements 
along Wonderland Creek, from Winding Trail to Foothills Parkway and on 28th Street, from 
Arapahoe to Valmont Road, will allow bicyclists and pedestrians to travel continuously from 
North Boulder to Boulder Junction with a number of route options along the 28th Street 
corridor and the Greenways system via Wonderland, Goose and/or Elmer’s Twomile Creeks.  
The North Boulder Subcommunity Plan’s goals and principles have guided the development of 
the options and selection as well .  To view this section of the BVCP, please go to:  
http://bouldercolorado.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15375&Itemid
=5188 

Urban  Services ‐ The proposed project helps to implement the goals and objectives of the 
TMP by completing a missing link in the bicycle and pedestrian system.  This path will be 
maintained by the City of Boulder Streets and Bikeways Maintenance.  To view this section of 
the BVCP, please go to:  
http://www.bouldercolorado.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15410&I
temid=5169  
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Environment – The policies in this section of the BVCP support the following city and county 
goals related to the conservation and preservation of land, water, air resources and pollution 
prevention: 

• Biodiversity and Native Ecosystems 
• Urban Environmental Quality 
• Geologic Resources and Natural Hazards 
• Water and Air Quality 

In the Urban Environmental Quality section there is an emphasis on environmentally sensitive 
urban design which calls for accessible facilities, coordinated transportation facilities and that 
‘the city and county will work to ensure that new capital projects and transportation facilities 
are visually attractive and contribute positively to the desired community character’.  This 
project is intending to provide accessible facilities and connections to other pedestrian, bicycle 
and transit facilities and services and will be guided by the North Boulder Subcommunity Plan 
on retaining its community character. 

There is also a Water Conservation section that promotes the conservation of water.   
Installation of some new street landscaping is anticipated with this project, providing 
significant enhancements to urban forestry and street frontage aesthetics with a low water 
water conservation approach in mind.   

This CEAP analysis of the project alternatives provides information on the various design 
options and their potential impacts on the adjacent natural resources and these factors have 
been considered in the selection of the preferred alternative. To view this section of the BVCP, 
please go to:  
http://bouldercolorado.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15376&Itemid
=5199 

Economy – The policies in this section of the BVCP support the following goals related to 
maintaining a sustainable economy: 

• Strategic Redevelopment and Sustainable Employment 
• Diverse Economic Base 
• Quality of Life 
• Sustainable Business Practices 
• Job Opportunities, Education and Training 

The Diagonal Plaza is noted as an example Strategic Redevelopment revitalization area and 
the 28th St (Iris‐Yarmouth) Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements Project connects to the 
Diagonal Plaza at the southeast corner of 28th Street/Iris Avenue intersection.  The project can 
provide access and connectivity to residents, visitors and employees in North Boulder to the 
Diagonal Plaza.  The project also connects to shopping and employment south on 28th Street 
and facilitates travel to Boulder Junction.  The BVCP also states that a strong and complete 
transportation system is essential to a thriving economy, helps attract and retain key 
businesses and employers and provides regional access to global markets and this project 
helps to complete a major missing link in the transportation system of the 28th Street corridor 
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and North Boulder. To view this section of the BVCP, please go to:  
http://bouldercolorado.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15378&Itemid
=5212 

Transportation – The BVCP,TMP and North Boulder Subcommunity Plan  support the 
maintenance and development of a balanced transportation system that supports all modes 
of travel, making the system more efficient in carrying travelers while maintaining a safe 
system and shifting trips away from the single‐occupant vehicle.  The 28th St (Iris‐Yarmouth) 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements Project will help to implement this goal by providing  
additional travel options for people working, living or traveling to and through the area.   

To view this section of the BVCP, please go to:   

http://bouldercolorado.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15379&Itemid
=5218 

To view the TMP please go to:  
http://www.bouldercolorado.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=331&Ite
mid=1616   

To view the North Boulder Subcommunity Plan please go to: 
http://www.bouldercolorado.gov/files/PDS/planning%20and%20zoning/NorthBoulderSubPla
n.pdf  

Housing – The North Boulder Subcommunity Plan recommends keeping the residential 
character in this area of North Boulder as it exists currently and this was kept in mind when 
the conceptual path design options were being developed.  The path improvement itself 
improves the character of the adjacent residential area by providing an off‐street 
bicycle/pedestrian facility.  To view this section of the BVCP, please go to:   
http://bouldercolorado.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15380&Itemi
d=5223 

 
c. Describe any regional goals (potential benefits or impacts to regional systems or plans?)  

The 28th Street(Iris‐Yarmouth) Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements Project provides 
improvements for on‐street bicycling which facilitates regional bicycle travel to the north of 
this project.  The on‐street and off‐street improvements will connect to regional and local bus 
service on Diagonal Highway and 28th Street/US 36.  The completion of this 28th Street project 
as well as upcoming improvements along Wonderland Creek, from Winding Trail to Foothills 
Parkway and on 28th Street, from Arapahoe to Valmont Road, will allow bicyclists and 
pedestrians to travel continuously from North Boulder to Boulder Junction and the new RTD 
bus transit facility which will include regional and local bus services there.   This project will 
also connect to the Fourmile Canyon Creek and the Wonderland Creek Greenways and to the 
County bike shoulder facility on Jay Road. 

 
2.   Is this project referenced in a master plan, subcommunity or area plan?  If so, what is the 

context in terms of goals, objectives, larger system plans, etc.?  If not, why not? 
 

  These improvements have been identified in the North Boulder Subcommunity Plan and 
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TMP as they are intended to create a successful bicycle and pedestrian environment as 
well as to ensure complete and safe multimodal functions.  Most recently, this project 
was identified as a priority improvement in the Complete Streets Action Plan developed 
through the city’s FasTracks Local Optimization (FLO) Process which was intended to 
optimize the benefits of FasTracks by improving connections to and through the Boulder 
Junction area.  The completion of this 28th Street project as well as upcoming 
improvements along Wonderland Creek, from Winding Trail to Foothills Parkway and on 
28th Street, from Arapahoe to Valmont Road, will allow bicyclists and pedestrians to 
travel continuously from North Boulder to Boulder Junction with a number of route 
options along the 28th Street corridor and the Greenways system via Wonderland, Goose 
and/or Elmer’s Twomile Creeks.   

 
3.  Will this project be in conflict with the goals or policies in any departmental master plan and 

what are the trade‐offs among city policies and goals in the proposed project alternative? (e.g. 
higher financial investment to gain better long‐term services or fewer environmental impacts) 

 
  This project will not be in conflict with the goals or policies or any other departmental 

master plan. 
 
4.  List other city projects in the project area that are listed in a departmental master plan or the 

CIP. 
 

There are several city projects in the CIP that are in the project area including: 
• Diagonal Hwy (28‐30 streets) Reconstruction Project including bicycle lanes, multi‐use 

path and sidewalk improvements 
• 28th Street (Arapahoe‐Valmont) Transportation Improvements Project including a shared 

bus‐bike‐right turning vehicle lane from Pearl to Valmont, multi‐use path on the west 
side of 28th St from Arapahoe to Valmont Rd and completing the missing sections of 
multi‐use path on the east side of 28th St from Pearl to Valmont Rd. 

• Wonderland Creek (Diagonal Hwy‐Winding Trail) Greenways Improvements Project 
• The Parks and Recreation Department is developing Elks Park in 2013 which is adjacent 

to the northern terminus of the multi‐use path project.  Connection and access to the 
park can be made from this project via the Fourmile Canyon Creek multi‐use path 
connection. 
 

5.           What are the major city, state, and federal standards that will apply to the proposed project? 
How will the project exceed city, state, or federal standards and regulations (e.g. environmental, 
health, safety, or transportation standards)? 

The project will be designed to meet or exceed the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) design 
guideline standards, meet or exceed city and national standards (AASHTO) for the development 
of bikeway facilities and roadway improvements, and comply with all required city, state and 
federal permits. 

6.  Are there cumulative impacts to any resources from this and other projects that need to be 
recognized and mitigated? 
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This project is being coordinated with the Public Works Utilities Division and their Wonderland 
Creek Greenways Improvements Project which includes floodplain improvements. 

There will not be any impacts to threatened and endangered species.  Most of the project will be 
in mowed roadside habitat. No prairie dogs were observed during previous site visits.   
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IMPACT ASSESSMENT
The following checklists table identifies potential short and long‐term impacts from the project alternatives.

++  indicates a high positive effect or improved condition

+ indicates a positive effect or improved condition

O indicates no effect

‐  indicates a negative effect or impact

‐‐  indicates a high negative effect or impact
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A. Natural Areas or Features
1. Disturbance to species, communities, habitat or 
ecosystems due to:

     a. Construction activities O O O O O O
     b. Native vegetation removal O O O O O O
     c. Human or domestic animal encroachment O O O O O O

d Chemicals (including petroleum products fertilizers

Checklist questions are answered following the table for all catagories identified as having a potential + or ‐ impact.  The preferred alternative 
components are highlighted in yellow.

Project Title: 28th Street: Iris to 
Yarmouth Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Improvements

Multi‐Use Path

Iris Ave. to Kalmia Ave.
Kalmia Ave. to 

Winding Trail Dr.
Winding Trail Dr. to 
Fourmile Canyon 

Segment 1 Segment 2 Segment 3

     d. Chemicals (including petroleum products, fertilizers, 
pesticides, herbicides O O O O O O
     e. Behavioral displacement of wildlife species (due to 
noise from use activities) O O O O O O

     f. Habitat removal O O O O O O
     g. Introduction of non‐native plant species in the site 
landscaping O O O O O O

     h. Changes to groundwater or surface runoff O O O O O O
     i. Wind Erosion O O O O O O
2. Loss of mature trees or significant plants? + - − O O -
B. Riparian Areas/Floodplain
1. Encroachment upon the 100‐year conveyenance or high 
hazard flood zones? O O O O O O

2. Disturbance to or fragmentation of a riparian corridor? O O O O O O

C. Wetlands

1. Disturbance to or loss of a wetland on site? O O − − − −
D. Geology and Soils

1. a. Impacts O O O O O O
    b. Geological development constraints? O O O O O O
    c. Substantial changes in topography? O O O O O O
    d. Changes in soil or fill materials on the site? O O O O O O
    e. Phasing of earth work? O O O O O O
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Project Title: 28th Street: Iris to 
Yarmouth Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Improvements

Multi‐Use Path

Iris Ave. to Kalmia Ave.
Kalmia Ave. to 

Winding Trail Dr.
Winding Trail Dr. to 
Fourmile Canyon 

Segment 1 Segment 2 Segment 3

E. Water Quality

1. Impacts to water quality from any of the following?
     a. Clearing, excavation, grading or other construction 
activities O O O O O O

     b. Change in hardscape − − − − − −
     c. Change in site ground features O O O O O O
     d. Change in storm drainage O O O O O O
     e. Change in vegetation O O O O O O
     f. Change in pedestrian and vehicle traffic O O O O O O
     g. pollutants O O O O O O
2. Exposure of ground contamination from excavation or 
pumping? O O O O O O

F. Air Quality

     a. From mobile sources? + + + + + +
     b. From stationary sources? O O O O O O
G. Resource ConservationG. Resource Conservation

1. Changes in water use? + + + + + +
2. Increases or decreases in energy use? + + + + + +
3. Generation of excess waste? O O O O O O
H. Cultural/Historic Resources

1. a. Impacts to a prehistoric or archaeological site? O O O O O O
    b. Impacts to a building or structure overy fifty years of 
age? O O O O O O

    c. Impacts to a historic feature of the site? O O O O O O
    d. Impacts to a significant agricultural land? O O O O O O
I. Visual Quality

1. a. Effects on scenic vistas or public views? O O O O O O

    b. Effects on the aesthetics of a site open to public view? O O O O O O
    c. Effects on views to unique geological or physical 
features? O O O O O O

    d. Changes in lighting? O O - O O O
J. Safety

1. Health hazards, odors or radon? O O O O O O
2. Disposal of hazardous materials? O O O O O O
3. Site hazards? O O O O O O
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Project Title: 28th Street: Iris to 
Yarmouth Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Improvements

Multi‐Use Path

Iris Ave. to Kalmia Ave.
Kalmia Ave. to 

Winding Trail Dr.
Winding Trail Dr. to 
Fourmile Canyon 

Segment 1 Segment 2 Segment 3

K. Physiological Well‐Being

1. Exposure to excessive noise? O O O O O O
2. Excessive light or glare? O O O O O O
3. Increase in vibrations? O O O O O O
L. Services

1. Additional need for:

    a. Water or sanitary sewer services? O O O O O O
    b. Storm sewer/flood control features? - O O O O O

    c. Maintenance of pipes, culverts and manholes? - O O O O O

    d. Police services? O O O O O O
    e. Fire protection services? O O O O O O
    f. Recreation or park facilities? O O O O O O
    g. Library Services? O O O O O O

    h. Transportation improvements/traffic mitigation? O O O O O O

i P ki ? O O O O O O    i. Parking? O O O O O O
    j. Affordable housing? O O O O O O
    k. Open Space/urban open land? O O O O O O
    l. Power or energy use? O O - O O O
    m. Telecommunications? O O O O O O
    n. Health care/social services? O O O O O O
    o. Trash removal or recycling services? O O O O O O
M. Special Populations

1. Effects on:

    a. Persons with disabilities? + + + + + +
    b. Senior population? + + + + + +
    c. Children or youth? + + + + + +
    d. Restricted income persons? + + + + + +
    e. People of diverse backgrounds (including Latino and 
other immigrants)? + + + + + +

    f. Neighborhoods? + + + + + +
    g. Sensitive populations located near the project (e.g. 
schools, hospitals and nursing homes)? + + + + + +

N. Economy

1. Utilization of existing infrastructure? O O O O O O
2. Effect on operating expenses? − − − − − −
3. Effect on economic activity? O O O O O O
4. Impacts to businesses, employment, retail sales or city 
revenue? O O O O O O
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City of Boulder 
Community and Environmental Assessment Process 

 
Checklist Questions 
Note:  The following questions are a supplement to the CEAP checklist.  Only those 
questions indicated on the checklist are to be answered in full. 
A.  Natural Areas and Features 

1.  Describe the potential for disturbance to or loss of significant: species, plant 
communities, wildlife habitats, or ecosystems via any of the activities listed below.  
(Significant species include any species listed or proposed to be listed as rare, 
threatened or endangered on federal, state, county lists.) 
a.  Construction activities 
b.  Native Vegetation removal 
c.  Human or domestic animal encroachment 
d.  Chemicals to be stored or used on the site (including petroleum products, 

fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides) 
e.  Behavioral displacement of wildlife species (due to noise from use activities)  
f.  Introduction of non‐native plant species in the site landscaping 
g.  Changes to groundwater (including installation of sump pumps) or surface 

runoff (storm drainage, natural stream) on the site 
h.  Potential for discharge of sediment to any body of water either short term 

(construction‐related) or long term 
i.  Potential for wind erosion and transport of dust and sediment from the site 

 
2. Describe the potential for disturbance to or loss of mature trees or significant 

plants. 
If potential impacts have been identified, please provide any of the following 
information that is relevant to the project: 
• A description of how the proposed project would avoid, minimize, or mitigate 

identified impacts. 
• A habitat assessment of the site, including: 1. a list of plant and animal species 

and plant communities of special concern found on the site; 2. a wildlife habitat 
evaluation of the site. 

• Maps of the site showing the location of any Boulder Valley Natural Ecosystem, 
Boulder County Environmental Conservation Area, or critical wildlife habitat. 

 
 

  The impacts and proposed mitigation for each of the multi‐use path options are 
described below by segment. 
Segment 1:  Iris Avenue to Kalmia Avenue 
Option 1 proposes that the multi‐use path be constructed in the existing grass 
landscape area resulting in no tree removals.  Additionally, the location of this path 
option will be farther from the existing trees which will allow for possibility 
improvement of tree health. 
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Option 2 proposes that the multi‐use path continue in the existing sidewalk 
alignment with widening to the east to allow for the 10‐foot path width.  The 
multi‐use path option would result in the removal of six small sized green ash trees 
which are considered to be in good health, and whose structure is generally poor 
according to the city forester.  There could also be damage to the tree roots of the 
other adjacent trees that would remain which could negatively affect their health.  
The proposed mitigation for the removal of the six trees would be to plant at least 
six new trees in the project area with the locations determined during the final 
design in consultation with the city forester and adjacent property owners. 
 
Segment 2 Kalmia Avenue to Winding Trail Drive 
Option 1 proposes that the multi‐use path be constructed between the existing 
berm and the adjacent carports.  This option results in the removal of one medium 
sized green ash tree which is considered to be in good health, with poor structure 
according to the city forester.  The proposed mitigation for this tree removal would 
be to plant at least one new tree in the project area with the location determined 
during the final design in consultation with the city forester and adjacent property 
owners. 
Option 2 proposes that the multi‐use path be constructed in the existing grassy 
landscape area adjacent to the roadway.  No tree removals are required as a result 
of this project.  At the northern end of this segment, the Wonderland Creek at 28th 
Street Bicycle/Pedestrian Underpass Project will result in the removal of trees 
which was included in that projects’ CEAP analysis and consideration of a preferred 
alternative. 
 
Segment 3 Winding Trail Drive to Fourmile Canyon Creek 
Option 1  proposes that the multi‐use path be constructed in the existing grassy 
landscape area which results in no tree removals.  Additionally, the location of this 
path option will be farther from the existing trees which will allow for possibility 
improvement of tree health. 
Option 2 proposes that the multi‐use path follow the existing sidewalk alignment.  
Two trees would be removed as a result of this option; one large blue spruce tree 
considered to be in good health with good structure, and one medium blue spruce 
tree considered to be in fair health with poor structure  according to the city 
forester.  There could also be damage to the tree roots of the other adjacent trees 
that would remain which could negatively affect their health.  The proposed 
mitigation for this tree removal would be to plant at least one new tree in the 
project area with the location determined during the final design in consultation 
with the city forester and adjacent property owners. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B.  Riparian Areas and Floodplains 

1.  Describe the extent to which the project will encroach upon the 100‐year, 
conveyance or high hazard flood zones. 
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Segment 2 Kalmia Avenue to Winding Trail Drive 
Both Options 1 and 2 are in the Wonderland Creek Floodplain.  The multi‐use path 
will be generally at existing grade with the exception of where the multi‐use path 
would cut through the existing berm in Option1.  Neither option would create a 
negative effect on the existing floodplain and a City of Boulder Floodplain 
Development Permit will be obtained for either option prior to construction. 
Segment 3 Winding Trail Drive to Fourmile Canyon Creek 
The widening of the roadway bridge, the pedestrian bridge crossing and the multi‐
use path connection to the recently constructed multi‐use path through the Elks 
Park are within the Fourmile Canyon Creek Floodplain.  None of these elements of 
the project will create a negative effect on the existing Floodplain and a City of 
Boulder Floodplain Development Permit will be obtained prior to construction. 

2. Describe the extent to which the project will encroach upon, disturb, or fragment a 
riparian corridor:  (This includes impacts to the existing channel of flow, streambanks, 
adjacent riparian zone extending 50 ft. out from each bank, and any existing drainage 
from the site to a creek or stream.) 
If potential impacts have been identified, please provide any of the following 
information that is relevant to the project: 
• A description of how the proposed project would avoid, minimize, or mitigate 

identified impacts to habitat, vegetation, aquatic life, or water quality. 
• A map showing the location of any streams, ditches and other water bodies on 

or near the project site. 
• A map showing the location of the 100‐year flood, conveyance, and high hazard 

flood zones relative to the project site. 
 
 

C.  Wetlands 
1.  Describe any disturbance to or loss of a wetland on site that may result from the 

project. 
If potential impacts have been identified, please provide any of the following 
information that is relevant to the project: 
• A description of how the proposed project would avoid, minimize, or mitigate 

identified impacts. 
• A map showing the location of any wetlands on or near the site.  Identify both 

those wetlands and buffer areas which are jurisdictional under city code (on the 
wetlands map in our ordinance) and other wetlands pursuant to federal criteria 
(definitional). 

  Segment 2 Kalmia Avenue to Winding Trail Drive 
The path as it approaches Winding Trail Drive  will result in some minor wetland buffer 
zone impacts.  There will be no direct wetlands impacts. A City of Boulder Wetlands 
Permit will be obtained prior to construction which will address the mitigation of the 
impact. 
Segment 3 Winding Trail Drive to Fourmile Canyon Creek 
The widening of the roadway bridge, the pedestrian bridge crossing and the multi‐use 
path connection to the recently constructed multi‐use path through the Elks Park will 
result in minor wetland buffer zone impacts.  There will be no direct wetlands impacts. 
A City of Boulder Wetlands Permit will be obtained prior to construction which will 
address the mitigation of the impact.
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D.  Geology and Soils 
1.  Describe any: 

a.  impacts to unique geologic or physical features; 
b.  geologic development constraints or effects to earth conditions or landslide, 

erosion, or subsidence;       
c.  substantial changes in topography; or 
d.  changes in soil or fill material on the site 
that may result from the project. 
If potential impacts have been identified, please provide the following: 
• A description of how the proposed project would avoid, minimize, or mitigate 

identified impacts. 
• A map showing the location of any unique geologic or physical features, or 

hazardous soil or geologic conditions on the site. 
 
 
E.  Water Quality 

1.  Describe any impacts to water quality that may result from any of the following: 
a. Clearing, excavation, grading or other construction activities that will be 

involved with the project;  
b. Changes in the amount of hardscape (paving, cement, brick, or buildings) in the 

project area; 
 
  For all options in all segments, there will be a slight increase in the amount of 

impervious surface due to the additional concrete for the 10‐foot wide multi‐use path. 
In the areas where there is an existing sidewalk, this increase will be even smaller due 
to the removal of the existing sidewalk. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
c. Permanent changes in site ground features such as paved areas or changes in 

topography; 
d. Changes in the storm drainage from the site after project completion; 
e. Change in vegetation; 
f. Change in pedestrian and vehicle traffic; 
g. Potential pollution sources during and after construction (may include 

temporary or permanent use or storage of petroleum products, fertilizers, 
pesticides, or herbicides). 

     
2. Describe any pumping of groundwater that may be anticipated either during 

construction or as a result of the project.  If excavation or pumping is planned, what 
is known about groundwater contamination in the surrounding area (1/4 mile in all 
directions from the project) and the direction of groundwater flow? 

If potential impacts have been identified, please provide any of the following that is 
relevant to the project: 

• A description of how the proposed project would avoid, minimize, or mitigate 
impacts to water quality.  
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• Information from city water quality files and other sources (state oil inspector or 
the CDPHE) on sites with soil and groundwater impacts within 1/4 mile radius of 
project or site. 

• If impacts to site are possible, either from past activities at site or from adjacent 
sites, perform a Phase I Environmental Impact Assessment prior to further 
design of the project. 

• Groundwater levels from borings or temporary peizometers prior to proposed 
dewatering or installation of drainage structures. 

F.  Air Quality 
1.  Describe potential short or long term impacts to air quality resulting from this 

project.  Distinguish between impacts from mobile sources (VMT/trips) and 
stationary sources (APEN, HAPS). 

 
  For all options in all segments, the emissions from construction equipment would have 

a short term effect on air quality during construction.  The effects of the emissions 
would be negligible because of the small number of short term emission sources. 
The manufacture and use of resources for the construction can provide some short‐
term impacts to air quality at the manufacture site or construction site.  The general 
types of construction and construction elements are similar for all options in all 
segments. 
The long term impacts to mobile source air quality for all options in all segments is 
expected to positive one with an increase in the use of bicycling and walking. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
G.  Resource Conservation 

1.  Describe potential changes in water use that may result from the project. 
a.  Estimate the indoor, outdoor (irrigation) and total daily water use for the 

facility. 
b.  Describe plans for minimizing water use on the site (Xeriscape landscaping, 

efficient irrigation system). 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For all options in all segments, there will be a slightly smaller area to irrigate. In areas 
requiring landscape restoration, the City will work in consultation with the adjacent 
property owners and CDOT to come up with landscape options to reduce water usage 

2.  Describe potential increases or decreases in energy use that may result from the 
project. 
a.  Describe plans for minimizing energy use on the project or how energy 

conservation measures will be incorporated into the building design.  
b.   Describe plans for using renewable energy sources on the project or how 

renewable energy sources will be incorporated into the building design?  
c.   Describe how the project will be built to LEED standards.  
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During construction there will be a temporary increase in energy use related to 
construction activities from any option chosen in any of the project segments.  The long 
term  effect on energy use is anticipated to be a positive one due to the increase in 
bicycling and pedestrian travel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Describe the potential for excess waste generation resulting from the project.  
If potential impacts to waste generation have been identified, please describe plans 
for recycling and waste minimization (deconstruction, reuse, recycling, green 
points).  

H.    Cultural/Historic Resources 
1.  Describe any impacts to: 

a.  a prehistoric or historic archaeological site; 
b.    a building or structure over fifty years of age; 
c.    a historic feature of the site such as an irrigation ditch; or 
d.  significant agricultural lands 
that may result from the project. 
If potential impacts have been identified, please provide the following: 
• A description of how the proposed project would avoid, minimize, or mitigate 

identified impacts. 
 
 
I.  Visual Quality 

1.  Describe any effects on: 
a.  scenic vistas or views open to the public; 
b.  the aesthetics of a site open to public view; or 
c.  view corridors from the site to unique geologic or physical features 
that may result from the project. 
d.  lighting? 
 
 Segment 2 Kalmia Ave to Winding Trail Drive 

Option 1 The need for pedestrian scale lighting will be evaluated during final design 
if this option is chosen. 

 
 
 
 
 
J.  Safety 

1.  Describe any additional health hazards, odors, or exposure of people to radon that 
may result from the project. 

2.   Describe measures for the disposal of hazardous materials.  
3.  Describe any additional hazards that may result from the project.  (Including risk of 

explosion or the release of hazardous substances such as oil, pesticides, chemicals 
or radiation) 

 
If potential impacts have been identified, please provide the following: 
• A description of how the proposed project would avoid, minimize, or mitigate 

identified impacts during or after site construction through management of 
hazardous materials or application of safety precautions. 
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K.  Physiological Well‐being 
1.  Describe the potential for exposure of people to excessive noise, light or glare 

caused by any phase of the project (construction or operations). 
2.  Describe any increase in vibrations or odor that may result from the project. 
If potential impacts have been identified, please provide the following: 
• A description of how the proposed project would avoid, minimize, or mitigate 

identified impacts. 
 

Segment 2 Kalmia Avenue to Winding Trail Drive 
Option 2 Selection of this option will result in the path user being exposed to 
increased roadway noise due to the proximity of the multi‐use path to 28th Street. The 
width of the physical separation between the multi‐use path and 28th Street will vary 
from 8 feet to no separation as the path approaches Winding Trail Drive. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
L.  Services 

1.  Describe any increased need for the following services as a result of the project: 
a.  Water or sanitary sewer services 
b.  Storm sewer / Flood control features 
c.  Maintenance of pipes, culverts and manholes 
d.  Police services 
e.  Fire protection 
f.  Recreation or parks facilities 
g.  Libraries 
h.  Transportation improvements/traffic mitigation 
i.  Parking 
j.  Affordable housing 
k.  Open space/urban open land 
l.  Power or energy use 
m.  Telecommunications 
n.  Health care/social services 
o.   Trash removal or recycling service 
 

2.  Describe any impacts to any of the above existing or planned city services or 
department master plans as a result of this project.  (e.g. budget, available parking, 
planned use of the site, public access, automobile/pedestrian conflicts, views) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Segment 1 Iris Avenue to Kalmia Avenue – Option 1 would result in the installation of 
a pipe to transport storm water which would add to the city utilities maintenance 
responsibilities.  Option 2 would not add or subtract a responsibility for the city utilities 
maintenance responsibilities. 
Segment 2 Kalmia Avenue to Winding Trail Drive –If Option 1 is chosen, the need for 
pedestrian scale lighting will be evaluated during final design due to path’s location 
between berm and carports. If determined to be required, it will result in an increase of 
electricity use. 
 
All options result in a new multi‐use path which would add to the city maintenance 
responsibilities including snow removal, repair and general maintenance. 
This path is identified in both the City of Boulder’s Transportation Master Plan and 
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M.  Special Populations 
1.  Describe any effects the project may have on the following special populations: 

a.  Persons with disabilities 
b.  Senior population 
c.  Children or Youth 
d.  Restricted income persons 
e.   People of diverse backgrounds (including Latino and other immigrants) 
f.   Sensitive Populations located near the project (e.g. adjacent neighborhoods or 

property owners, schools, hospitals, nursing homes)  
If potential impacts have been identified, please provide the following: 
•  A description of how the proposed project would avoid, minimize, or mitigate 
identified impact. 
•  A description of how the proposed project would benefit special populations. 

 
This project will benefit all of the above populations by providing access and 
connections for pedestrians and bicyclists.  The path will be designed to comply with 
the Americans with Disabilities (ADA) and AASHTO multi‐use path design guidelines. 

 
 
 
 
 
N.      Economic Vitality  

1.  Describe how the project will enhance economic activity in the city or region or 
generate economic opportunities?  

2. Describe any potential impacts to:  
a. businesses in the vicinity of the project (ROW, access or parking),  
b. employment,  
c. retail sales or city revenue  
        and how they might be mitigated.  
 

 
All options result in a new multi‐use path which would improve multi‐modal 
transportation access and connectivity between North and Central Boulder/Boulder 
Junction area which could enhance economic opportunities and activity for the 
community.  
 This project would also add to the city maintenance responsibilities including snow 
removal, repair and general maintenance. 
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CITY OF BOULDER 
Boards and Commissions Minutes 

 
NAME OF COMMISSION:  Boulder Arts Commission 

DATE OF MEETING:  May 15, 2013 
NAME/EXTENSION OF PERSON PREPARING SUMMARY:   Gregory Ravenwood (x4113) 
MEMBERS:  Linda Haertling, Richard Turbiak, Anna Salim, Ann Moss, Felicia Furman 
STAFF: Greg Ravenwood, Valerie Maginnis, Mary Wohl Haan, Mary Fowler, Sam Assefa, Lesli Ellis 
COMMUNITY MEMBERS:  Amy Tremper, Kari Koplar, Sally Eckert-Tone, Dianela Acosta, Jim Walker, Buffy Andrews 

TYPE OF MEETING:  REGULAR                

Call to Order & Approval of Minutes: The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. The April 17 minutes were approved.  
Introduction of New Commissioner and Elections of Officers: Felicia Furman was introduced as the new commissioner replacing 
Brandy LeMae. Turbiak was re-elected as chair and Salim was elected to vice-chair. 
Civic Area Plan Presentation: Assefa and Ellis narrated a presentation outlining the current status of the Civic Area Plan with 
focus on the arts, and then took feedback from them to provide to City Council. 
Creative Districts: The commissioners reviewed and discussed draft guidelines and processes for designation of Boulder creative 
districts, coming to agreement on the document. 
Boulder Arts Resource Survey: Fowler presented details of a survey completed for the Boulder Arts Resource and reviewed the 
statistics learned through the process. 
Grant Budget Reports: The reports for Lisa Bell (2013 Major Grant – MmmmBoulder!); The Catamounts (2012 Major Grant – 
Jon); Kutandara Marimba Ensemble (2013 Major Grant – The Metamorphosis Project); Blythe Massey (2012 Major Grant – Soul 
Story: Women of Boulder County); and New Horizons Preschool (2013 Mini-Grant – Cool Moves) were reviewed and approved. 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 p.m. 
 
ATTACH BRIEF DETAILS OF ANY PUBLIC COMMENTS: Various members of North Boulder community added to the commentart 
on the Creative District discussion. Walker asked questions during a grant Q&A session. 
TIME AND LOCATION OF ANY NEXT MEETINGS:  
5:30 p.m., Wednesday, June 19, 2013 in the North Meeting Room, Boulder Public Library, 1001 Arapahoe Avenue. 
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CITY OF BOULDER 
Boards and Commissions Minutes 

 

NAME OF COMMISSION:  Boulder Arts Commission 

DATE OF MEETING:  June 19, 2013 

NAME/EXTENSION OF PERSON PREPARING SUMMARY:   Gregory Ravenwood (x4113) 

MEMBERS:  Linda Haertling, Richard Turbiak, Anna Salim, Ann Moss 
STAFF: Greg Ravenwood, Valerie Maginnis, Mary Wohl Haan, Marni Ratzel 

COMMUNITY MEMBERS:  David Dadone, Amanda Berg Wilson, Rachel Brand, Amy Tremper, Zach Johnson, Cheyne Keith, 

Mike Aisner, Kimmerjae Johnson, Debbie Huttner, Marda Kirn, Sally Eckert-Tone, Buffy Andrews, Dianela Acosta, 
Christy Vaughan 

TYPE OF MEETING:  REGULAR                

Call to Order & Approval of Minutes: The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. The May 15 minutes were approved.  
Public Art: The Paint the Pavement Project for 45

th
 and Hanover Street was approved.  

The U.S. Cycling Monument was re-approved 
Arts and Business Collaborative Grant Interim Status Reports: Reports for Boulder Museum of Contemporary Art’s and Denver 
Botanic Garden’s project: Community-Supported Art Colorado, and  for The Catamounts’, Alive Brewing’s, Agnes & Hoss Design 
Studio’s and 63

rd
 Street Farm’s  project: FEED Integration and Expansion, were presented. 

Information and Discussion Item: Maginnis proposed that the Commission should host a meeting to help facilitate agreement 
among the factions of the NoBo Art District Ravenwood provided an update on Local Artist Series. A memorandum with status 
update from the Dairy Center for the Arts, regarding a 2012 Arts in Education Grant was reviewed and accepted. 
Arts in Education Grant Proposals: Funding was granted to EcoArts Connections ($3000), New Horizons Preschool ($3000), 
Boulder History Museum ($3000), Colorado Film Society ($3000) and Leah Venae ($1481).  
Mini-Grant Proposals: Funding was granted to Motus Theater($1000), Mary Wohl Haan ($1000), Interweave Dance Theatre 
($1000), Boulder International Fringe Festival ($1000), Goddess Here Productions ($1000), Bradley Spann ($1000), Dianela 
Acosta ($1000), Shoshana Bass ($1000) and Jim Walker ($1000). 
Theater Rental/Marketing Assistance Proposals: Funding was granted to Shoshana Bass ($624), Goddess Here Productions 
(($3000) and The Catamounts ($3000). Haertling motioned to approve this; Moss seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
Grant Budget Reports: Grant budget reports for Angie Burnham – 2013 Mini-Grant – Heart of Gold Hill; Colorado Chautauqua 
Association – 2013 Major Grant – The Lomax Project: A Celebration of Alan Lomax; Colorado Film Society – 2013 Major Grant -- 
Boulder International Film Festival; Downtown Boulder, Inc.  -- 2012 Arts in Education Grant -- Downtown Boulder Banner 
Project; Frequent Flyers Productions, Inc. – 2013 Arts in Education Grant – There’s an App for That; Local Theater Company – 
2013 Arts in Education Grant – Our Town: Debunking the Boulder Myth; Local Theater Company -- 2013 Major Grant -- Lab New 
Play Festival; Historic Boulder -- 2013 Mini-Grant -- Outdoor Fiber Installation at Hannah Barker House; Boulder History Museum 
-- 2012 Arts in Education – Sister Cities in a Trunk; Boulder Bach Festival – 2013 Major Grant -- St. John Passion; Square Product 
Theater, Mini-Grant and Theater Rental Grant -- The Ding Dongs; and Rebecca Stumpf – 2013 Mini-Grant – Giving Youth a 
(Photo) Voice: Strengthening the Voice of Latino Youth, were reviewed and approved. 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 

ATTACH BRIEF DETAILS OF ANY PUBLIC COMMENTS: Amy Tremper announced details of the North Boulder Festival. Debbie 
Huttner gave details of a Mini-Grant proposal submitted by herself and husband Michael Huttner. 

TIME AND LOCATION OF ANY NEXT MEETINGS:  
5:30 p.m., Wednesday, July 24, 2013 in the North Meeting Room, Boulder Public Library, 1001 Arapahoe Avenue. 
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Approved Minutes 
Boulder Public Library Commission meeting 
May 1, 2013 at the Reynolds Branch Library 

 
COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT 

Anne Sawyer 
Celeste Landry 
Donna O’Brien 
Dan King 
Anna Lull 

 
COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT 

None 
 
LIBRARY STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT 

Valerie Maginnis, Library & Arts Director 
Jennifer Miles, Deputy Library Director 
Kathleen Janosko, Administrative Specialist (Finance) 
Leanne Slater, Administrative Specialist 
Antonia Gaona, Access Services Manager 
Aimee Schumm, eServices Manager 
Wendy Hall, Carnegie Branch Librarian 
MJ Holland, Children and Teen Library Manager 

  
CITY STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT 

Glenn Magee, Facilities Design and Construction Manager 
Maureen Rait, Executive Director of Public Works 
David Mallett, Budget Analyst 
Jennifer Bray, Communication Specialist III 
Peggy Bunzli, Budget Manager 

 
PUBLIC PRESENT 
Sarah Knotts 
Jacqueline Reid, Organizational Development Consultant (on contract with the city) 
 
BOULDER TEEN ADVISORY BOARD MEMBER PRESENT (BTAB) 
Nick Bozik 
 
REPRESENTATIVES FROM STUDIOTROPE 
Brigitte Kerr, Designer 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
There were no changes made to the agenda. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
None 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
A. APPROVAL OF APRIL 3, 2013 MINUTES:   

The Library Commission voted unanimously in favor of approving the April 3, 2013 minutes as 
amended. 
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B. COMMISSION UPDATE (FROM MEMO): 
There were no items that needed to be discussed from this memo. 
 

C. LIBRARY UPDATE (FROM MEMO): 

OTHER:  Commissioner Landry thanked Commissioner Sawyer for the time that she dedicated to World Book 
Night and the commission offered applause. 

COMMISSION PRIORITY DISCUSSION AND INPUT 

A. MAIN LIBRARY RENOVATION PROJECT UPDATE- STUDIOTROPE PRESENTED A SUMMARY OF RESULTS FROM THE 

COMMUNITY CHECK-IN PUBLIC MEETING (1 HOUR 5 MINUTES)- 

Kerr presented a summary of results from the community Check-in meeting and a preview of the upcoming In-
Reach meetings and the May 29 Agree public meeting.  
 
Imagery and words (word clouds) are the format that studiotrope used to present the information 
gathered from the community meetings, and these graphics were shared with the commission.  The 
topics covered at these meetings were: Children’s area, Café, Gathering spaces, and Teen space. 
 

Some of the ideas that surfaced from the community on the following library areas 

Children’s area- 
 Secure, ease of access, flexible and always changing (look and feel) 
 Guided paths with enticements, cozy nooks for kids 
 2 bathrooms, nursing space 
 Engaged literacy, lower bookshelves, enhanced browsing 
 Technology in remote location (books in more featured location than computers) 

 
Café- 

 Variety and flexible seating, comfortable, family-friendly, safe 
 Connection to the outdoors and creek, roof gardens 
 Community hub, 2nd public meeting space (place for random or planned meetings) 
 Zoned seating (allow for bringing own snacks)  
  Food: great, hot, farm fresh, grown on-site  

 
Gathering spaces- 

 Multipurpose meeting rooms, quiet individual study or tutoring areas, Maker Spaces  
 Layered effect (clues of what’s going on behind the scenes) 
 Smart signs, message boards, graphics on the walls 
 Flexible, stackable, movable tables and chairs 
 Technology and Equipment- audio and visual capability, white boards and computer 

             connections for patron equipment  
 

Teen space- 

 Space to do a dry run performance, flexible spaces, visual connectivity from the teen space into the library 
but privacy as well 

 Unique and tiered seating   
 Other organizations or groups can share space (when not in use by teens) 
 Customize and rearrange furniture, ability to improvise as needed 
 Kitchenette and or vending machines 

 
The upcoming Agree community meeting is on May 29, from 6.30-8 p.m. in the Canyon Theater and Gallery.  
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More information on the project, its schedule, photos, and designs can be found at 
http://news.boulderlibrary.org/  The Design Advisory Group (DAG) is overseeing the renovation design process.  
The members of DAG are library staff Valerie Maginnis, Jennifer Miles, Mary Jane Holland, Antonia Gaona, 
Laura Hankins and Aimee Schumm; city staff Glenn Magee and Jennifer Bray; and studiotrope Design 
Collective’s Joseph Montelbano and Brigitte Kerr. 

The commission discussed security concerns and plans to have a security kiosk/station on the north side of the 
library near the Canyon Gallery. There was also discussion around moving the service desks and ensuring 
there was staff to welcome patrons. 
 
It was reported to the commission that City Council would be receiving information on flood concerns and 
recommendations for the library at their meeting on June 4, 2013. 
  
The commission suggested creating oversized posters of some of the draft diagram drawings in the Main 
Library ahead of the Agree meeting, for additional public awareness and input.  
Please note, later: these posters were on display beginning Friday, May 10. 

 
B. 2013 BUDGET IMPLEMENTATION AND 2014 PLANNING (24 MINUTES)- 
      David Mallett explained that the priorities with “no funding source identified” may get funded.  The money may 
      come from reallocating money from other projects or come from money set aside for general budget needs.    
      For some priorities there is one-time money available, but there is still a process to go through to allocate the 
      money.  A third source is requesting and receiving money through the annual budget process.  

 
      Landry noted that restoration of library branch hours was not included as a priority.  Maginnis suggested that     
      this topic be included in a patron survey.  Landry suggested that waiting for the patron survey would mean that 
      the library would miss the deadline for adding restoration of library branch hours to the 2014 planned budget, 
      and Maginnis agreed.  Sawyer suggested that the library try to conduct the patron survey sooner rather than 
      later.  O’Brien and King agreed. 

 
      There was also a request to include the Virtual Branch discussion as a future agenda item. The Library 
      Commission requested information regarding the costs associated with upgrading the 
      equipment in the Canyon Theater.  Commission also requested that improving the website calendar software be 
      included in the Technology’s website redesign priority.   

 
King believes that the chart in the packet showing Priority Based Budgeting Results and Definitions is key to 
the budget process and suggested that having commissioners look carefully at it would be a good exercise.  
The Library Commission supported and agreed with the high priority items recommended by staff. 
David Mallett explained that the library outlet in north Boulder is being listed as a budget issue (i.e., request) 
because it is above the expected baseline budget.  (Money for the revising the Master Plan would come from 
savings and from negotiations with the city’s Central Finance Office and the City Manager’s Office).   
King motioned in favor of exploring a funding mechanism for the library outlet in north Boulder and for the 
library department to add this to its budget request.  The Library Commission supported this motion 
unanimously. 
 

C. FOLLOW-UP RESPONSE TO ARTS AND CULTURAL PROGRAM ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS (10 MINUTES)- 
Some of the answers to the Library Commission’s questions asked at the April 3 meeting were provided in the 
May packet (which can be found online at 
http://boulderlibrary.org/pdfs/commission/2013/packet/MayCompletePacket.pdf). 
The other responses will be provided at the June meeting. 
 
King suggested that Chautauqua’s Shared Use Agreement be obtained in order to assist with the discussion 
regarding the library’s rental policy of the Canyon Theater.  There was a discussion about the possibility of 
including flexibility and a built-in cost structure within this policy.  Commissioners also suggested creating a 
“philosophy” for use and maintenance of the Canyon Theater.  In response to a question from Lull, Maginnis 
said that the Arts Commission feels that the use of the Canyon Theater is not within their direct purview. 
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It was suggested that information regarding how the Library and Arts divisions are distinct and similar and 
information on the policy issues over which each board has purview, be included in next year’s version of the 
Library Commission Handbook.    In response to a question, Maginnis said she definitely wants Library 
Commission input before a library patron survey is finalized.   
 
Sawyer announced that the Library Foundation was to meet with Maginnis and others the following day to          
discuss  the Arts and Cultural Program Assessment.   
 
Maginnis announced that the Arts and Cultural Services Manager job description had been approved by 
Human Resources.  [Note: Commission received a link to the posted job description via email on May 21.] 

 
 

MATTERS FROM THE COMMISSION 
 
A. PROPOSAL FOR DEMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF NORTH BOULDER 

The demographic study was declined by one professor but is still being pursued. 
 

B. REVIEW ANNUAL PRIORITIES SENT TO CITY COUNCIL AND RELATED SUBCOMMITTEES 
The annual priorities of the Library Commission have been updated and related subcommittees or 
teams have been reassigned.  The updated document will be included in the June packet (and will 
be posted online at http://boulderlibrary.org/about/agenda.html). 

  
C. LIBRARY PROGRAM PRIORITIES AND LONG RANGE PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT  

Landry and Sawyer met with Mallett and Miles to develop a new format for the Library Program 
Priorities and Long Range Planning memo that reduced the size of the document and made it easier 
to read.   

 
MATTERS FROM THE DEPARTMENT 
 

A. UPDATE ON NORTH BOULDER LIBRARY STATION PROPOSAL 
Maginnis said that the next steps included submitting a budget and policy issue request and 
researching the services that this type of station/outlet may provide. Commissioners requested a 
proposed timeline for the next steps.  

 
B. RESULTS OF THE WEBSITE REDESIGN CARD SORT ACTIVITY 

Schumm shared some of the results of the website redesign card sort activity that will be used to 
help plan the library’s new website.  For instance, they found some library-language barriers for 
patrons.  The launch-date goal for the library’s new website is around the end of the calendar 
year.  It was requested that the beta form of the library’s website be shared with the commission 
before it goes live. 

 
C. CIVIC AREA UPDATE ON CHOICES, ANALYSIS AND IMPLEMENTATION APPROACHES (8 MINUTES) 

Rait informed the commission that the dates that were included in the memo for this agenda item 
(http://boulderlibrary.org/pdfs/commission/2013/packet/MayCompletePacket.pdf) 
are evolving due to the spring snowstorms.  It is likely that City Council will be considering this 
plan in September.  There is an opportunity for the Library Commission to offer feedback at the 
May 6 Open House at the Boulder High School cafeteria as well as on the city’s website (which 
can be found here: 
http://www.bouldercolorado.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=16209&Itemid=
5445). 
 
There will be a written update to the Library Commission on this item in June and it may be on the 
agenda for the July 10 meeting.  Any questions from the commission, and specifically 
Attachments B, C and D, may be sent via email to Rait and will be shared with Sam Assefa and 
Lesli Ellis. 
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The link to City Council’s packet, including the information about the flood study for council’s June 
4 meeting, will be made available to the commission. 

 
D. 2013 LIBRARY COMMISSION AND STAFF RETREAT – SCHEDULING, PURPOSE AND PLAN 

Sawyer and O’Brien will come back to commission with proposed dates and a recommended 
agenda for the Library Commission and staff retreat.  

 
ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE ACTION SUMMARY 
 
Commission discussed items for the Action Summary. 
 
NEXT COMMISSION MEETING (ROLLOVER ITEMS AND DATE) 
The next Library Commission meeting will be held at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, June 5 in the North Meeting 
Room at the Main Library and will include the following agenda items: Presentation from Douglas County 
Library Director Jamie LaRue regarding library districts, Main Library renovation project update on public 
meetings and the proposed renovation designs, priority discussion on outreach, an update and possible 
timeline on the north Boulder library station/outlet, patron survey update, and an update on the summer 
reading program. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:29 p.m. 
 
Approved By ___________________________________________    Date _______________ 
 
Please note:  Commissioner Sawyer approved these minutes on 6/26/13. 
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CITY OF BOULDER 

Boards and Commissions Minutes 

 
NAME OF COMMISSION:  Open Space Board of Trustees 

DATE OF MEETING: June 12, 2013 

NAME/EXTENSION OF PERSON PREPARING SUMMARY:   Leah Case x2025 

NAMES OF MEMBERS, STAFF AND INVITED GUESTS PRESENT:   

 

MEMBERS:  Allyn Feinberg, Tom Isaacson, Shelley Dunbar, Molly Davis 

 

STAFF:  Mike Patton   Jim Reeder   Eric Stone         Laurie Deiter       Eric Fairlee 

  Kacey French             Mike Orosel              Don D’Amico        Leah Case Michele Gonzales 

 

GUESTS: Susan Richstone, Glenn Magee 

  

 

TYPE OF MEETING:                     REGULAR        CONTINUATION          SPECIAL 

SUMMATION:  

 

AGENDA ITEM 1- Approval of the Minutes 

Tom Isaacson moved to approve the minutes from May 8, 2013 as amended. Shelley Dunbar seconded. The 

motion passed unanimously. Frances Hartogh was not present.  

 

AGENDA ITEM 2- Public Participation 

None 

 

AGENDA ITEM 3- Director’s Updates 

Laurie Deiter and Eric Fairlee, Natural Resource Specialists, gave an update on the 2012 Integrative Pest 

Management (IPM) Annual Report. This presentation is saved in S:OSMP\admin\OSBT\Minutes\Minutes 

2013. 

 

Kacey French, Environmental Planner, gave an update on slacklining, Highlining, Ziplining and Tyrolean 

Traverses. 

 

Glenn Magee, Facilities and Asset Management Architect and Construction Design Manager, 

Susan Richstone, Deputy Director of Community Planning & Sustainability and Mike Patton, Open Space 

and Mountain Parks (OSMP) Director, gave an update on possibilities for adding accessible restrooms near 

the Chautauqua auditorium. A slide showing the potential locations is saved in 
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S:OSMP\admin\OSBT\Minutes\Minutes 2013\June. 

 

AGENDA ITEM 4- Matters from the Board 

Tom suggested separating topic of HCA designation in all future conversations. Should not be tied into other 

topics. 

 

The Board briefly discussed the 2014 ProCycle Challenge Race. This will be discussed in length at the 

OSBT meeting in July. 

 

AGENDA ITEM 5 – 2014-2019 Greenways Capital Improvement Program  

The Board had a brief discussion. No motion was made. 

 

AGENDA ITEM 6 – Consideration of a recommendation to City Council for Open Space and 

Mountain Parks funding 

Mike Orosel, Financial Services Manager, and Mike Patton, gave a presentation regarding OSMP funding. 

 

This item spurred two motions: 

 

Tom Isaacson moved the Open Space Board of Trustees recommend that City Council place on the 

November 2013 ballot a vote for a dedicated 20-year tax extension for the Open Space and Mountain 

Parks Department. Shelley Dunbar seconded. This motion passed unanimously. 

 

Tom Isaacson moved the Open Space Board of Trustees inform City Council that two members 

present support extension of the .33 percent tax; two members present support extension of the .15 

percent tax; and one member who was absent supports the .33 percent tax extension. Shelley Dunbar 

seconded. This motion passed unanimously. Frances Hartogh was not present.  

 

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 9:09 p.m. 

 

ATTACH BRIEF DETAILS OF ANY PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

Several members of the public spoke, all in favor of extending the .33% tax and/or the .15% tax.  

 

 

TIME AND LOCATION OF ANY FUTURE MEETINGS, COMMITTEES OR SPECIAL HEARINGS:   

The next OSBT meeting will be at 1777 Broadway in the Council Chambers July 10, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. 
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