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The Boulder Civic Area planning process kicked-off  in July of 2012 with the 
goal of establishing a vision for the area from Canyon south to Arapahoe, 
between 9th and 17th streets. This area includes some 30 acres of public 
land. The Ideas Competition was one of several mediums used to identify 
public realm options and potential activities for the future transformation of 
the Civic Area. It prompted professionals and students to use the Civic Area’s  
Guiding Principles to transform community comments and ideas about Civic 
Area land use into refined design ideas. 

The competition focused on generating both catalytic ideas and long-term 
vision ideas. Submitters provided the City with 48 proposals, which all 
together introduced more than 500 pages of ideas for the Civic Area. A 
diverse jury of eight distinguished professionals reviewed and discussed 
the submissions. Much like the Academy Awards, the jury selected winners 
based on ‘best’ ideas and designs in seven categories. 

Introduction
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Release Date: Dec. 10, 2012
Registration Start Date: Dec. 17, 2012
Registration Deadline: Jan. 11, 2013 at 5 pm (MST)
Registration Fee: $75/team and $25 for students, (USD)
Submittal Deadline: Jan. 14, 2013 at 5 pm (MST)
Jury Selection and Award Date: Jan. 29, 2013

Boulder’s Vision for the Civic Area
Boulder’s Civic Area will be a place for everyone—a lively and distinct destination that
reflects our community’s values, where people of all ages, abilities and backgrounds feel 
welcome to recreate, socialize, deliberate, learn and access city services. The green space 
and beauty along Boulder Creek will be the spine of a unifying design theme that weaves 
existing and potential new facilities with a rich diversity of civic, recreational, artistic and 
cultural amenities and programs, creating a true civic heart for the Boulder community.

The Idea’s Competition
The City of Boulder invited architects, planners, designers, artists, landscape architects 
and students to participate in the Civic Area Ideas Competition to propose creative 
concepts for the future transformation of Boulder’s most expansive public space into 
a true “civic heart” of the city. The focus area for the competition was the area between 
Arapahoe Ave. and Canyon Blvd., and 9th St. and 14th St. Site maps, resource inventory, 
and public input for the Civic Area were made available on the project website: www.
BoulderCivicArea.com. The competition was meant to explore possible long and near-
term scenarios addressing issues about public space, parkland, land use, community 
facilities, access, and flood mitigation. The Ideas Competition was envisioned as the 
next step in the community-driven planning process to develop a new vision for the 
future of Boulder’s Civic Area. As such, the Civic Area Project Assumptions and the Civic 
Area Guiding Principles developed through the community planning process set the 
parameters for the competition and served as the basis for concept proposals for city 
owned land in the Civic Area. Other considerations that informed proposals included 
flood conditions as well as the area’s historic resources.

The Competition Charge
The Civic Area Ideas Competition had two parts; proposals for a long-term “Vision
Project” and a near-term “Catalytic Project”, as described below.

Vision Project
Taking into account flood constraints as well as historic and natural assets of the site,
the Vision Project proposal asked for a land-use and urban design vision for the
long-term transformation of the area into a unique and active civic place that 
embodied the values of Boulder citizens, as articulated in the Civic Area Guiding 
Principles. 

Catalytic Project
Proposals for a potential near-term Catalytic Project asked for a project that
could be implemented within two to three years and with a total project cost of 
$300,000 or less were requested for the catalytic project proposals. Catalytic Project 
proposals were meant to either: 1) help phase in the long-term vision or, 2) be 
temporary in nature but respond to a near-term issue, exemplifying key principles of a 
long-term vision. 

As an ideas competition, everything was on the table for consideration, and creative 
and innovative thinking was highly encouraged, so long as proposed ideas met the 
objectives of the Civic Area Guiding Principles.

Selection Criteria
21 entries were short-listed for the Vision Project and Catalytic Projects as finalists for 
Round 2. The jury will make the selection based on how well the proposals address the 
relevant objectives of the Civic Area Guiding Principles. Round 1 selection was based 
on the following categories and scoring criteria. 

A total of 21 submissions out of 48 were short listed in Round 1 selection.  These were 
uploaded on to the Mindmixer platform for online public display and comment, and 
were also physically displayed at the Main Boulder Public Library for public review and 
comments for 10 days. On January 29, the jury selected winners in seven categories 
and the competition concluded with an awards ceremony  in which Boulder Mayor 
Matt Appelbaum ancounced the winners and awarded prizes.

Competition Brief



3

Richard Epstein
Rick Epstein is Co- Chair of the Urban Land Institute (ULI) Boulder and member of the ULI Colorado Executive 
Committee.  He is the principal of re:architecture, inc., which focuses on sustainable architecture and urban 
design.  He is also an adjunct lecturer at the University of Colorado at Denver, College of Architecture and 
Planning.  Rick brings a unique complement of more than 20 years of urban design, master planning, and 
architecture experience providing a well rounded and integrated perspective to all of his projects. He has a 
particular interest in sustainability, based on more than 25 years of focus on ecological design in projects at all 
scales. Rick was a recipient of the Thomas Watson Foundation Fellowship allowing him to travel around      
the world studying traditional architecture and climate. He draws upon this experience in his work both 
domestically and internanationally, weaving together the local and global to forge new approaches to  

sustainable place-making. Working with collaborative and interdisciplinary teams, Rick brings together diverse perspectives to 
achieve innovative design approaches. He has worked in a broad range of professional settings, both small and large to provide a 
diverse perspective on project approach and delivery that is both practical and visionary, client-based and broad reaching.

Arleen Taniwaki
Arleen Taniwaki is a Principal at ArLand Land Use Economics, a land use economics and planning �rm, and  
Co-chair of Urban Land Institute's Technical Advisory Panel committee in Colorado. She has worked with a 
number of public agencies, private clients, and non-pro�t organizations on land use plans, comprehensive 
plans, real estate development, infrastructure planning, and economic and �scal impacts. She specializes in 
projects which require a linkage between market feasibility and public policy, public-private partnerships, and 
impacts on local and regional economies.

Emily Patterson recently joined The Trust for Public Land as a project manager overseeing Colorado's 
Neighborhood Parks and Trails Program. Ms. Patterson comes to The Trust for Public Land from Alta Planning + 
Design's Boulder o�ce, where she was a senior planner responsible for identifying, managing, and executing 
park, open space, and trail planning projects. Her past work includes projects with Colorado Parks and Wildlife, 
United States Forest Service, National Park Service, Mesa Land Trust, and several Colorado cities including 
Alamosa and Boulder among others. A native of Atlanta, Ms. Patterson earned a Bachelor's Degree in 
Anthropology and a Master's Degree in Landscape Architecture from the University of Georgia. Her research 
includes unique planning strategies to help strengthen the connection between people and nature, and she has 
spoken at conferences across Colorado on the topic of nature de�cit disorder and nature play on public lands. 
Ms. Patterson is an appointed member of the City of Longmont's Art in Public Places Commission.

Emily Patterson

Peter J. Park is the former Planning Director of Milwaukee and Denver and has led an innovative private and 
public sector practice for over 20 years. In Milwaukee, he oversaw the replacement of the elevated Park East 
freeway with an enhanced downtown street network that connects surrounding neighborhoods to opportu-
nity and catalyzes new riverfront development. In Denver, his work focused on revitalizing and creating new 
urban centers around Fastracks-one of the nation’s largest public transit expansions. He oversaw comprehen-
sive zoning code updates in both cities that streamline development permitting, guide high quality design, 
and shape urban places of lasting value.  Peter was the 2012 Lincoln Loeb Fellow at the Harvard Graduate 
School of Design and Lincoln Institute of Land Policy. During his fellowship, he researched opportunities for 
removing elevated highways in cities, application of Form-Based Codes at citywide scales, and new technolo-
gies for community engagement. He teaches urban planning and design at the University of Colorado-Denver 
and was the Loeb Design Critic in Urban Planning and Design at Harvard GSD last fall. He is currently assisting 

in the comprehensive zoning code update for Los Angeles, California.

Peter J. Park 

Dr. Ed Blakely is the Honorary Professor in Urban Policy at the United States Studies Centre at the University of 
Sydney.  He is known primarily for having been Executive Director of Recovery Management for the City of New 
Orleans. Ed earned his B.A. from the University of California at Riverside, and M.A. from the University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley, a Master of Management from Point Loma Nazarene University and a Ph.D. from the University of 
California at Los Angeles.  He is a Fulbright Fellow and a leading scholar in the �elds of planning, infrastructure, 
transportation and local economic development. He has been an advisor to local and regional governments in 
Korea, Japan, Australia, India, New Zealand, Vietnam, Turkey and Armenia. A recipient of the 1990 San Francisco 
Foundation Award for improving community life in the San Francisco Bay Area, Ed has authored a number of 
books and numerous scholarly articles.  He has served on the Board of Directors of the American Planning 
Association, the Nature Conservancy, and Fulbright Association. Ed co-hosts a television show, Blakely City Talk, 

which highlights national and international city planners, architects, urban designers, city managers, educators and interested 
professionals about imaginative and practical things we could do to �x cities today.

JURY CHAIR:  Dr. Edward J. Blakely

Boulder Civic Area Ideas Competition Jury

Ian Engle

Rebecca Colbert is a landscape architect and urban designer who specializes in the development of outdoor 
environments for children. She is currently pursuing her doctorate in Design and Planning with the Children 
Youth and Environments Center at the University of Colorado. Rebecca serves as the managing editor of the 
Children Youth and Environments Journal and has overseen the youth assessment component of the Growing   
Up Boulder initiative. Rebecca recently authored an article entitled, “Children’s museums as cultural development 
strategies for urban revitalization”, in the International Journal of Cultural Policy.

Rebecca Colbert

Ian Engle was hired in February 2010 to become the fourth executive director of the Center for People With 
Disabilities. His passion to work for all people who are oppressed was rooted in Michigan. After growing up in 
northern Michigan (yes, as a Yooper), while wrestling for Michigan State University, Ian sustained a spinal cord 
injury in a 40 foot fall from a tree on October 1, 1994.  Shortly thereafter, he began participating in the Center for 
Disability Leadership at Michigan Protection and Advocacy Service, Inc.  Ian began delivering speeches and 
facilitating workshops on the conference circuit for human rights and social justice non-pro�t organizations, with 
a focus on nursing home transition and person-centered planning.  Ian gained experience in how to handle 
administrative duties, manage a budget, keep up with and a�ect public policy, facilitate dialogue-based 
interactive learning, run workshops, and organize people to e�ectively address systemic issues. The personal 
contact with those who have been put at a disadvantage through no fault of our own is what Ian treasures most.  
Ian thrives when working with others to develop strategies, and tactfully drive implementation of agreed upon 

measures.  He enjoys connecting people with resources to further independence for many who are capable of doing more, in the 
larger community, for themselves and each other.

Andrew Earles
T. Andrew Earles Ph.D., P.E., D.WRE is a Vice President with Wright Water Engineers (WWE), Inc. and holds a Ph.D. in 
Civil Engineering from the University of Virginia.  He is the Past-Chairman of the Urban Water Resources Research 
Council of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) and a member of the American Academy of Water 
Resources Engineers.  He was named one of the “Top 20 under 40” by Engineering News Record Mountain States 
Construction in 2011. As a Project Manager, Andrew oversaw the 2008 – 2010 update of Volume 3 of the Denver 
Urban Drainage and Flood Control District’s (UDFCD’s) Urban Storm Drainage Criteria Manual (USDCM), which 
addresses stormwater quality.  Representative �ood hazard mapping and mitigation projects have ranged from 
evaluation of critical nuclear facilities at the Los Alamos National Laboratory following the 2001 Cerro Grande 
Wild�re to �oodplain analysis and permitting for Invesco Field to post-�re debris �ow and �ood hazards 
assessment and mitigation following the 2010 Fourmile Wild�re.  Andrew is well versed in the fundamentals of 
stormwater quality, e�ective �oodplain management, hydrology and hydraulics and shares this knowledge 
through his role as a graduate-level instructor at the University of Colorado Denver. Andrew lives in South 

Boulder and knows the Boulder Civic Area well from multiple trips to the Farmers’ Market, public library, Boulder Creek Festival, and 
City of Boulder o�ces in the area.  

The Jury

Jury Comments
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   The Winning Ideas
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  Grand Prize Winner
SUNDAY IN THE PARK
Team Sunday in the Park:
Deborah Yin
Julie Husband
Carl Stewart

This project has many positive features that will work 
very well for the Civic Area space.  It addresses a number 
of aspects including city facilities, public access, parking 
and potential floodplain issues. It works lightly around 
the creek, allowing it to breathe and allowing easy 
access. The new band shell location, the welcome center 
at the corner of Broadway and Arapahoe, the senior 
center, tree house café, as well as its integration with 
the rest of the community are other positive aspects of 
this plan. The open green space lends itself to effective 
stormwater management, though the space between 
the municipal building and the library could use some 
activity. 

This project met the two critical criteria for the grand 
prize: it passed the flood risk hurdle and fit well into the 
Boulder identity. This project showed good accessibility, 
an inclusive environment, and integration. An accessible, 
affordable, and integrated housing element in the 
southwest corner is an important feature. Around the 
edges, the plan integrated the Civic Area into the rest of 
the community, rather than separate itself. The 
northern edge was an important feature in this respect, 
as the plan featured a multimodal street experience 
along Canyon Boulevard. 

JURY COMMENTS



6  Sunday in the Park Deborah Yin, Julie Husband, Carl Stewart
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Best Civic Facilities & 
Functions Project Winner

CIVIC ART
Team Boulder City Improvement Association:
Ion
with help from:
Lawrence Anderson
Ed Shalkey
George Burmeister
Matthew Robenalt

CU Community Outreach Services

This project has many positives. It is traditional, but it has a lot 
happening in a well-organized and logical fashion. The idea of a new 
location for the band shell is controversial, but it is near the creek and 
people would be able to see the performance from Arapahoe, which 
would be great. The expansion of the library on the north side in 
intriguing and helps to activate this important municipal space. Though 
more parking is needed, underground parking is not encouraged due to 
flood safety.

This project was much more of a traditional civic center plan compared 
to other entries. It included a lot of detail and was very well organized. 
Although the plan moved the Bandshell, which is controversial, the 
western half of the plan expanded service areas to northwest and 
southwest of the library. This is important in terms of activating the area. 
One of the most important elements is that it consolidates municipal 
functions in that northeast area, promoting civic efficiency and services 
to the community.

JURY COMMENTS
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  Civic Art Team Boulder City Improvement Association
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Best Environmental & Flood
Solutions Project Winner

This project has a lot of green space as well as a farmers’ market expand-
ing into the park. This plan features a great link to Pearl Street and has 
lots of room for integrating storm water infrastructure. Many features 
of this plan would improve floodplain conveyance and decrease flood 
velocities. There are great opportunities for green roofs, water harvesting 
and irrigation. The transformation of the senior center into housing and 
assisted living space is another attractive feature of this plan.  

JURY COMMENTS

CIVIC AREA VISION PROJECT

Burkart & Associates

The floodplain management issue on this project imposes 
a lot of constraints, and this project as well as the overall 
grand prize winner, used sound floodplain management 
techniques that will be very effective. The jury appreciated 
the removal of the city buildings that are in the high-hazard 
zone, the wide open green space, and the many 
opportunities for progressive storm water management
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  Civic Area Vision Project Burkart & Associates
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This project has a rich mix of uses, consolidates municipal functions, 
improves access to the creek and formalizes a creek walk, offers different 
open space elements that provide for recreation, as well as providing 
performance space and art display. This project also includes a greenhouse, 
a community wellness center, senior housing, farmers market 
enhancements, and proposes the very entrepreneurial idea of an ecotech 
district. It wasn’t the quantity of uses or amount of square footage proposed 
that intrigued the jury, it was the stimulating conversation and the notion of 
what could be here that was impressive. 

It has a lot of potential in its possible range of uses, but some of these uses 
may not meet floodplain regulations. The eco tech base camp is an 
intriguing use, along with the transformation of the senior center. While the 
transformation of the senior center is promising, the Broadway and 
Arapahoe changes have some room for improvements as well as the flood 
safety aspect of this space.

Best Creative Mix Of Land 
Uses Project Winner

JURY COMMENTS

A CIVIC EXPERIENCE FOR A CREATIVE CITY
Team Meet You in Central Park:
Andrew Knight, RLA
Sukirti Ghosh
Charles Benick
Jane Jordan



12  A Civic Experience For A Creative City Team Meet You in Central Park

A Civic Experience for a Creative City1

Place Concept Images Here

PROJECT OVERVIEW:
An inspiring fusion of green spaces, activity centers and landmark buildings is 
the foundation of the Civic District vision. This experience asserts the 
importance of the quality of life of Boulder and reveals its emerging 

Place Concept Images Here prominence as a cultural destination for Colorado’s Creative City. Boulder’s 
Civic District will be a place for everyone. A unifying design theme and 
cohesive outdoor spaces with connective RIBBONS of pathways, lightways
and natural forms that weave together special areas within the District, each 
with a distinctive elements and purpose as civic space and are identified 
within this plan as:within this plan as:

- City Campus (central zone)
- Creekwalk – The River
- Central Park West – The Fields
- Central Park East – The ArtsRendered Aerial of Design Vision Central Park East The Arts
- Organic Living (western zone)
- Eco-Tech Basecamp (eastern zone)

Synthesis of Vision

Location:_____________________________________________
___ 
Submission No:_____________________(Organizer Use Only)
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The edges of this project are very well done especially on the east side which has 
a strong identity. The concept and design of the plaza are very strong. This plan 
has many great ideas, however, not grouping all of the buildings all in one location 
would improve the in flood safety category.

The Jury felt this project was particularly compelling in terms of creating a specific 
sense of identity and a strong sense of place. The jury was particularly taken with 
the work done on the east side of Broadway, to enliven 13th street. The project did 
a good job on strengthening the edges on 14th Street, Arapahoe, and Canyon. It 
also intertwined the farmer’s market, the plaza, and the park. What struck the jury 
was less about the uses, and more about the sense of arriving at a strong specific 
place.

Best Transformative 
Placemaking  Project Winner

JURY COMMENTS

BOULDER CIVIC CENTER VISION
CAWA Team:
Carl A. Worthington
Nancy Blackwood
Paul Trementozzi
Josephy Anastasi
Charlie Hager, JVA 
Joel Price, JVA
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Best Catalytic Project Winner

JURY COMMENTS

CULTIVATE, EDUCATE, CELEBRATE
Team CEC Collaborative:
Deana Swetlik, AICP
Leslie Parchman Olson, RLA

This project was the best at portraying a potential catalyst in the Civic Area space. 
There were many intriguing aspects to this project including the nature play 
components and the fact that kids would be drawn here. Kid-centric projects have 
shown to be a transformative use for spaces like the Civic Area. The possibilities are 
endless with this catalytic plan. This project has great ideas that are practical to 
upgrading the space depending on how it is executed. 

This project has the ability to immediately draw families to this part of the park, and 
to bring activity and vitality to the space. This project is feasible in the short-term, 
compatible with existing uses, and flexible enough to evolve with plans for the civic 
center as they move along. The project provides opportunities for residents and 
visitors to connect with nature and to celebrate Boulder Creek, while emphasizing 
environmental education and preservation for future generations. 
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Zone 1 : Wetland/Riparian Botanic Garden
To include interpretative signage identifying 
local riparian flora and fauna and discuss local 
flooding facts & history.

Zone 2 : Boulder Rock + Climb Play
To include climbing boulders and logs to en-
courage play and climbing activities.  
Interpretive signage to address local geological 
history and features.

Zone 10: Riparian Restoration
The zone along Boulder Creek to be restored 
with native wetland/riparian vegetation.  

Zone 3 : Urban Community Garden
Garden plots for community use; managed by 
Growing Gardens Non-Profit of Boulder. 
Interpretive signage to address local agricul-
tural production, soil profile and health, and 
permaculture practices.

Zone 4 : Xeric Demonstation Garden
Examples of local xeric, drought-tolerant small 
shrubs, perennials, and groundcover.
Interpretive signage identifying plant common 
and latin names, exposure, hardiness, soil needs.

Zone 5 : Mining Play
Relocate existing Mining exhibit to this area. Min-
ing themed play Including sand pit for digging, 
‘natural’  tunnel, mining bridge.
Interpretative signage to address local mining 
facts and history.

Zone 6: Watershed Play
Themed play that educates the concept of water-
shed science in a fun way including play mounds 
(mountains), dry creek bed, geological cut, etc. 
Interpretative signage to address local watershed 
facts and information.

Zone 7: Natural Play Tot Lot
Play area to include swings, balance challenges, 
low boulders made of natural materials (wood, 
stone, metals) geared toward 7 yr old & under.

Zone 8: Children’s Picnic & Reading Garden
Low picnic tables and seating themed and sized 
for children made of natural materials (wood, 
stone, metals).

Zone 9: Weather Station
Public access weather station with interpretive 
signage describing the controls & readings.  More 
interpretive signage that discusses local climate 
conditions and factis.  This could be a science and 
art collaboration project.

 Catalytic Project

Cultivate, Educate, Celebrate N 0’        60’      120’

Boulder Civic Area Design Competition       January 2013

20’    40’    

  Cultivate, Educate, Celebrate Team CEC Collaborative
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Best Catalytic Project Runner-Up
AN•TIC•I•PA•TION
Team How It Went Down:
Jenny McMinn
Juhee Oh
Mark Bessoudo
Matt Harris

This concept represented an intriguing public art project, one which responded to the natural 
environment while illuminating the creek path for nighttime use. If executed well, the project 
it has potential to be educational, inspirational, and truly unique to Boulder. 

JURY COMMENTS



18  An•tic•i•pa•tion Team How it Went Down
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  Vision Project Finalists
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A

A

Building Locale

P

P

P

P

P

P

A

A

A

CC C

C

M

M

M

M

COMMUNITY DISTRICT
Performing Arts Center
Science and Art Museum
Public Green & Band Shell

1
2
3

ARTS DISTRICT
Performing Arts Center
Science and Art Museum
Boulder Museum of Contemporary Art

1
2
3

SCALE: 1” = 60’

MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
1
2
3

New Municipal Building
Future Municipal Expansion
Existing Municipal Building

N

‘Locale’ is de�ned as a place with speci�c references to the particular events 
connected with it.  This proposal establishes three distinct districts within the 
downtown Civic Area while organizing civic functions, cultivating speci�c and 
spontaneous events and generating a sense of locality in the Civic Area. This �exible 
and adaptable proposal uni�es the existing elements, maximizes green space, creates 
multiple connections to downtown and the surrounding areas, and fosters unique 
and varied experiences for the residents, workers, and visitors to Downtown Boulder.

NEW PARKING STRUCTURE

NEW PARKING STRUCTURE

EXPANDED SURFACE 
PARKING FOR NEW 
AMENITIES  AND FARMERS 
MARKET

PARKING FOR MUNICIPAL 
EMPLOYEES BELOW. 

EXISTING PARKING TO REMAIN.

PARKING FOR LIBRARY 
PATRONS. 

NEW MUNICIPAL BUILDING:
THIS NEW BUILDING AGGREGATES 
THE CITY FUNCTIONS CURRENTLY 
IN THE PARK CENTRAL AND NEW 
BRITIAN BUILDING THAT HAVE 
BEEN REMOVED FROM THE HIGH 
HAZARD FLOOD AREA.  THIS 
BUILDING MAKES UP THE 
WESTERN TERMINUS OF THE NEW 
MUNICIPAL DISTRICT.

THE  FUNCTIONALITY  OF A LARGE 
AUDITORIUM HAS BEEN SHIFTED 
TO THE NEW PERFORMING ARTS 
CENTER.  GROUP MEETING AREAS 
AND A LECTURE HALL HAS BEEN 
ADDED TO THE NEW COMMUNITY 
BUILDING (C1) ATTACHED TO THE 
LIBRARY.

NEW COMMUNITY BUILDING:
EXPANDING ON THE SOCIAL 
FUNCTIONALITY OF THE LIBRARY 
THIS NEW BUILDING WOULD 
HOUSE AN EXPANDED SENIOR 
CENTER, COMMUNITY MEETING 
ROOMS, AND  LECTURE HALL.

EXISTING LIBRARY

NEW PUBLIC GREEN & HISTORIC BANDSHELL:
THIS NEW PUBLIC SPACE IS SCALED FOR 
COMMUNITY EVENTS AND OUTDOOR 
PERFORMANCES AWAY FROM BUSY STREETS. 
THE NEW ENLARGED AND CENTRALIZED 
BRIDGE BRINGS ACTIVITY TO THE MIDDLE OF 
THE PARK SPACE AND ALIGNS THE 
CIRCULATION PATHS FROM DOWNTOWN. 

NEW PUBLIC 
RESTROOM

THE CIVIC PAD CAN BE USED FOR AN 
EXPANDED MUNICIPAL BUILDING IN 
THE FUTURE.

EXISTING HISTORIC MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
TO REMAIN AND ANCHORS THE EAST END 
OF THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

EXPANDED BMOCA

TEA HOUSE

NEW PERFORMING ARTS CENTER:
THE CULTURAL & ART CENTERPIECE FOR 
DOWNTOWN BOULDER

NEW SCIENCE & ART MUSEUM

NEW ART DISTRICT ENFORCES THE 13TH 
ST. CORRIDIOR TO DOWNTOWN 
BOULDER AND THE PEARL ST. MALL

PARK

Civic Axis links to commercial core

Performing 
Arts Center

Cultural 
Center

Civic Center buildings concentrated at 
urban end, out of flood hazard zone

Link to Boulder High

Development site along Civic Axis

Close 13th Street to Traffic

Brick paving similar to Pearl Street

Pedestrian bridge to mid-block link

Parking under landscape “lid”Programmed park plazas for art

Civic 
Office 

Building

Landscaped bridge links parks

CONNECT BOULDER

Our approach connects Boulder’s 
existing urban gathering areas, 
open spaces, icons and events to 
each other and to nearby areas 
by a series of pedestrian bridges 
and walkways that draw the 
surrounding City into the project 
area.  Shaped earth berms 
defend the site from floods while 
reinforcing a more connected 
and protected heart of Boulder.

COMMERCIAL AXIS

CI
VI

C 
AX

IS

Berms protect park from traffic noise

Civic 
Office 

Building

Municipal 
Building Bandshell

BMOCA

Boulder 
Library

Boulder 
Library

P

P

P

P

P

Multi-Level Parking 
Structure

with Green Roof

CIVIC CENTER

Low grading for natural landscape Lawns re-graded above flood zone

New 
Senior 
Center

Tea House

Farmer’s Ditch

Br
oa

dw
ay

Arapahoe Avenue

14
th

 S
tr

ee
t

9t
h 

St
re

et

Gardens

Boulder Creek

Protective 
Berm

Plaza extends into closed 13th street 
for an expanded farmers’ market

Courthouse

Pearl 
Street

KEY

Parking Access
Art Pavilion
Public Restroom
Playground

P

Year-round indoor farmers’ market 
at ground level of civic buildings

Sister 
City 

Plaza

Large 
Gathering 

Space

Canyon Boulevard

Arapahoe

Canyon

Br
oa

dw
ay

13
th

14
th

9t
h

Transit 

Center

Public 

Parking

St. Julien

Hotel

Walnut

Pearl

11
th

Boulder Creek

Farmer’s Ditch

Transit Center 
Expansion Area
Transit Center 
Expansion Area

Outdoor Sculpture 
Garden West 
(Existing)

New 
Senior 
Center

Parking Library

Expansion/
Community 
Space

Urban Agriculture

Year-Round Farmer’s 
Market/Creative Class 
Incubator Office Space

Museum

Museum

Farmer’s Market Promenade

The Children’s Experience

The Grand Lawn
Outdoor Sculpture 
Garden Central

Outdoor Sculpture 
Garden East Civic Center 

Green

Performing Arts Center 

City Hall

BMOCA

Farmer’s Ditch
Tea House

Parking

Retail 
Wrap

Residential
Wrap

Sister 
City 
Plaza

Promenade

Overlook 
Bridge

Open Air Structure/
Movie Background

 · Library expansion area (11,200 sf footprint) provides  community meeting space / public  rest rooms.
 · A new south grand promenade provides the framework for the Farmer’s Market.  Availability    
 for over 90 ground level vendors.
 · Re-use of New Britain and Park Central buildings for year-round farmer’s market booths and     
 affordable office space for ‘Creative Class’ start ups. New entry and face lift for buildings.
 · The Children’s Experience is created along the south edge of Boulder Creek. (See Catalytic Project for  
 more detail and information.)
 · Urban Agriculture is available at the edges of the Civic Center transitioning to residential uses.
 · A new two-story Senior Center as southwest Civic Center gateway.
 · Parking: new parking structure-234 spaces;  short term/handicap off-street between library  and   
 Senior Center; curb side drop off for library; on-street parking on Arapahoe; 56 spaces w/in Farmer’s  
 Market Promenade (for use during non-event times).

Educate/Cultivate Zone

 · Retain Atrium Building or remove and build  
 all new three-story City Hall.  100,000 sf,   
 city  vehicle parking on-site.
 · New parking structure, access on 13th and   
 14th. Two story structure / three levels    
 parking-390 spaces.
 · Parking structure wrapped with retail and   
 residential.
 · 13th to two-way street with on-street 
 parallel parking and bike lanes in both 
 directions - connecting w/ Boulder Creek   
 trail.
 · Better pedestrian environment along   
  Farmer’s Ditch.
 · Adequate outdoor seating for Tea House.

Cultural Core
 · Public Library Building  (w/ addition) and Municipal Building become museums.
 · Retain Promenade and the Grand Lawn.
 · Anchor these areas with outdoor sculpture gardens that supplement the existing sculpture   
 garden west of 9th.
 · Retain surface parking in this area-50 Spaces.
 · Retain Sister City Plaza.
 · Build Performing Arts Center (38,800 sf footprint), retain landmark music shell as icon.
 · New overlook bridge near Broadway across Boulder Creek.
 · Improve edge of Farmer’s Ditch.

Government Zone

Cultivate, Educate, Celebrate N 0’         60’       120’

Boulder Civic Area Design Competition       January 2013

Vision Project

  Boulder Vision Airworks Studio   Building Locale bldg.collective architecture & design

  Connect Boulder Olson Kundig Architects   Cultivate, Educate, Celebrate CEC Collaborative

Building Locale
There is plenty of 
beautiful greenery that 
surrounds the creek, 
however, it could serve 
as a restriction to the 
creek. There are some 
areas that could have 
floodplain manage-
ment issues, but this 
project has a lot of 
potential. 

Cultivate, Educate, 
Celebrate
This project has a great 
draw with the children’s 
experience along the 
creek which would 
create synergy with the 
nearby farmer’s market. 
This plan could improve 
by addressing the 
buildings that are in the 
floodplain.
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Frederick Law Olmstead Jr. 

Proposed High Hazard Area Limits

The high hazard area, deter�ined by an 
ex��eme flood event of Boulder Creek, 
will be amended by t�o actions� 1) 
creating of a flood-cont�ol pond along 
the channel of the creek (1.4 acres), and 
2) raising the g�ound of new buildings 
in the hazard area (1.4 acres). The pond 
is a cataly�ic element for making the new 
Cent�al Park an iconic urban landscape; 
it will also mitigate the effects of floods 
by providing an additional 1,500 feet of 
water�ont (shore) and 1.4 acres of surface water. The volume of potential flooding will be 
g�eater than the volume displaced by the new buildings; for instance, three ex��a feet of 

water in the pond area equals one-and-a-half million 
gallons of water that could be prevented �om 
downst�eam. The pond will be equipped with six 
aerators to ox�genate the water while the cur�ent is 
moving slow. The south of the pond will be a 
wadding beach that could be used for recreation and 
for launching and taking out kayaks or other 
personal non-motorized navigation equipment. 
There will be a bridge connecting foot t�affic �om the 
far�ers’ market to the island created by the new 
pond where the existing t�ail system continues.

Canyon Boulevard bet�een Broad-
way and 13th St�eet will be �onted 
by a world-class sculpt�re garden 
that r�ns the leng�h of the block, 
about 300 feet. Many g�eat cities 
have sculpt�re gardens, Paris has 
the Rodin Museum Sculpt�re 
Gardens, New York has the Socrates 

Sculpt�re Park in �ueens, Baltimore has the Baltimore Museum of Ar� Sculpt�re Garden, 
and so on. This proposal draws inspiration �om a 1993 installation of Fer�ando Botero’s 
sculpt�res in Grant Park, Chicago, which linined the ar� along Michigan Avenue in a 
rhy�hmical sequence. In Boulder’s Cent�al Park, the sculpt�re garden will have a similar 
spacing and will be in a 
12,000 square feet cr�shed 
g�avel plaza. The Denver 
� Rio Grande Wester� 
caboose #04990 will 
remain in its present 
location and will play a 
complimentar� role to the 
new sculpt�re garden.

The original 1938 Glenn Hunting�on Band Shell will be relocated in �ont of a lawn and 
si�ing area bet�een the librar� and the Municipal Building along Canyon Boulevard. As 

the original desig�ers of the 
band shell who draw inspira-
tion �om Grant Park in 
Chicago, the new desig� takes 
inspiration �om the Pritzker 
Band Shell cover in Chicago’s 
Millennium Park. The 
historic band shell will be 
elevated five feet and an 

ex�ended stage will increase the perfor�ing area by 2,500 square feet. A ser�ice building of 
contemporar� architect�re desig�ed to 
highlight the historic landmark will flank 
the original band shell to provide an 
additional 5,000 square feet for a g�een 
room and ancillar� spaces. The si�ing 
area and lawn will be covered with a wire 
dome where directional speakers and 
lighting will be suspended; this assembly 
prevents noise pollution outside the band 
shell and maximizes the audible ex�eri-
ence throughout.

The BIG IDEA is to ex�and the Cent�al Park into the linear park as it was conceived by 
Frederick Law Olmstead Jr. in 1908. To achieve this task, the Cent�al Park needs to g�ow 

�om its present wester� limits at Broadway to 
9th St�eet, and in the process incor�orate all 
remaining and new elements into a new 
Cent�al Park. An ex�anded Cent�al Park 
means an ex�anded Civic Hear� of Boulder. A 

major move is the t�adeoff of the high-hazard area volume by creating a flood-cont�ol pond 
in lieu of developable land. The pond will increase the riparian biome (lands) by adding 
1,500 feet of water�ont and 1.4 acres of surface water and will be used as a recreation 
amenit� with the underlying principle that its practical f�nction is flood management. The 
band shell will be relocated to the west under a wire dome that increases audibilit� and 
prevents noise pollution; seating area will be increased to four times its present capacit� to 
50,000 square feet. The Yocum Building will be moved nex� door to the BMoCA to help 
define the easter� edge of the Cent�al Park. A new sculpt�re garden will �ont Canyon 
Boulevard. The far�ers market will be relocated in a new and per�anent open-air st��c-
t�re under a 40,000 square-foot roof along Arapahoe Avenue; the desig� repur�oses the 
roof of the At�ium building. The Broadway Bridge will be replaced with a sig�at�re bridge 
that will increase head-room below the bridge to create a sense of place at the divergence of 
the Far�ers Ditch. A st�eet car connecting the Hill to the 29th St�eet Mall will cross the new 
bridge and will be housed at one of the multi-use buildings at the easter� end of Cent�al 
Park. Buildings and parking removed �om the hazard zone will be replaced by new 
buildings and st��ct�ed parking on safer g�ounds. An increased and widened net�ork of 
paths will complete and connect Cent�al Park with the linear park and the rest of the Cit�.

Diag�amatic Section of the proposed Broadway Bridge

Diag�amatic section of the Broadway Bridge as it is today

The cur�ent bridge at Broadway will be 
replaced with a sig�at�re bridge 
characterized by t�o actions� 1) 
increase the head room under the 
bridge by elevating the crown of the 
bridge by ten feet, and 2) separate 
nor�h and south bound lanes on t�o different sections of the bridge. These t�o improve-
ments will increase the space and the light under the bridge thus helping to create a be�er 
ambiance and a sense of place. The bridge will have a g�adual slope at no more than 4 
percent to allow for the easy t�avel of the st�eetcar on the bridge. Pedest�ian and bicycle 

t�affic will be 
separated �om the 
sig�at�re bridge 
leaving them to have 
the ex�erience of 
crossing the creek at 
the park level.

Concept�al view of the bridge �ame over a photog�aph of Broadway

13th St�eet will remain a cult�ral and social node for Boulder Count�; the st�eet for� will not 
change and it will continue as an ex�ension of the new far�ers market and the center of 
cult�ral events such as ar� and health festivals. The BMoCA will have a new neighbor, the 
relocated Yocum Building, for�erly at 1724 Broadway. The plaza cur�ently bet�een the 
Dushnaby  Teahouse and the At�ium Building will remain and a new smaller plaza will 
ex�end �om the rear of the BMoCA building. New buildings lined with store�onts will flank 
the cor�ers and will provide active uses that enforce the use of the space that suppor�s the 
economy.

The new building on Canyon Boulevard and 14th St�eet will be a multi-use building 
combining the st�eetcar maintenance facilit� and st�eetcar storage in a double-height 
35,000 square feet space, 6,000 square feet of retail �onting on 13th Avenue, st��ct�red 
parking for 90 cars, 60,000 square feet of office space. The parking demand of the office 
space is satisfied by the parking provided in the block. The desig� for this block counts on 
amending the limits of the high hazard area with the creation of a flood cont�ol pond in 
Cent�al Park; the building will be raised above this dat�m, and because of this, under-
g�ound parking is not contemplated.

Office
Indust�ial
Parking 
Retail

The new building on Arapahoe Avenue and 14th St�eet will not come all the way to the 
Arapahoe st�eet �ont, instead it stops to allow for some of the historic residential buildings 
to remain and preser�e the original scale of Arapaho Avenue. Because not all buildings on 
the st�eet deser�e preser�ation, some new buildings of the same scale will complete the 
st�eetscape composition. This building is a mixed-use ar�angement including 6,000 square 
feet of retail, st��ct�red parking for 300 cars (some of those displaced by the Cent�al Park 
ex�ansion, and 60,000 square feet of residential for approximately 40 dwelling units. The 
smaller buildings on Arapahoe Avenue can be used for commercial or office space and 
amount to 7,200 square feet. The area of this building that used to be in the high hazard 
area will be raised above an ammended limit. There will be no underg�ound parking.

Residential
Office/
Commercial
Parking 
Retail

Cent�al Park 
ex�ands under the 
new Broadway 
Bridge; the park’s 
layout recovers some 
of the Cit� Beautif�l 
movement land-
scape characteris-
tics; sinuous paths that create defined meadows and g�oves and an overall sense of place in 
the park. As a general r�le all paths will be 10 feet wide and will always connect to at least 
other t�o paths. The under�asses at 9th St�eet and Arapahoe Boulevard connecting to the 
linear park will be preser�ed, and the t�o creek crossings will be maintained. A desirable 
place to be at the divergence of the Far�ers Ditch will be created by listing and separating the 
bridge above. The divergence will be re-engineered to allow more distance for the ditch to 
separate �om the creek in elevation; this will help be�er managing the flow of the ditch and 
will minimize flooding impacts. A ring path will connect pedest�ian/bike t�affic along 
Broadway with the rest of the circulation system; pedest�ians and bikers t�aveling along 
Broadway will remain at the park level for an enhanced ex�erience. The plazas in �ont of the 
librar� and the Sister Cit� Plaza in �ont of the Municipal Building will remain. The perimeter 
of the park will be characterized by continuous t�ee-lawns and detached sidewalks, except for 
existing bridges at 9th St�eet and Arapahoe Avenue. As it is customar� to parks in this st�le, 
sculpt�res will be located throughout. Other facilities such as rest�ooms and infor�ation 
kiosks will be co-located at the new far�ers’ market st��ct�re, the band shell and other 
per�anent st��ct�res in the park.

The new far�ers’ market 
will repur�ose the roof of 
the At�ium Building to 
create the cent�al piece of 
the new facilit�. The 
repur�osed roof will be 
alig�ed with 11th St�eet to 
create a focal point �om 
South views and will be the organizing element of the new pond on the other side to the 
nor�h. The At�ium Building roof will be flanked by t�o pavilions that can hold up to 28 small 
t��cks or vans each for far�ers to backup and download their produce. The roof of the 
pavilions will match the pitch of the At�ium Building roof but will not sur�ass it in height; 
t�o notches will be open to indicate access and to provide head room for deliver� vehicles to 
enter. The East and West ends will be ter�inated with matching towers to indicate 
both ter�ini of the building. The building will be to the g�eatest ex�ent 
possible an open air st��ct�re where views across the 
building at the eye level will bring the park 
into the neighborhood.

ORGANIZING CONCEPT

Ser�ice Space
Are the areas for deliveries, 
maintenance and other 
serices.

Spatial Order
Are the main spaces of that 
ser�e to organize the project 
into a coherent sequence.

Open Water
Is the predominant nat�ral 
feat�re and is used also as a 
space organizer.

Pedest�ian Realm
Is the connective tissue that 
brings the project into one 
unit.

A new mixed-use building at the location of the for�er West Boulder Senior Center will 
provide 250 new parking spaces, 40,000 square feet of office/commercial space, and 30 
dwelling units in the top t�o floors. As in all new buildings, sustainabilit� measures will be 
encouraged to best utilize roof areas for solar photovoltaic ar�ays for local use of energ�. 
Because the location of this building is out of the high hazard zone, some of the parking 
will be underg�ound taking advantage of the nat�ral slope of the site. A 12,000 square-foot 
south-facing ter�ace can ser�e the new prog�am for the senior center or can be incor�orat-
ed into the residential use. 

Residential
Office/
Commercial
Parking 

The Boulder Public Librar� will increase its space by 22,000 square feet in a t�o-stor� 
addition to the west of the nor�h wing, located at the cor�er of 9th St�eet and Canyon 
Boulevard. The g�ound floor of the addition will be used for librar� suppor� space and 
ser�ice space assisted by a loading dock with access �om south-bound Canyon Boulevard. 
The upper level can be used for reading rooms and the general collection as well as for 
meeting space. The roof of the facilit� will be equipped with solar photovoltaic panel for 
elect�icit� generation.

New Addition

Existing Librar�

LEGEND

Existing High Hazard Area Limits

Proposed High Hazard Area Limits

Flood Cont�ol Pond

Image of a st�eetcar t��e that can be used in Boulder.

Below, the new st�eetcar line, which could be called the Leap, 
will connect the Civic Center, downtown, the 29th St�eet Mall 
and the Hill, it would also suppor� the Jump, the Hop and 
the Skip.

29th Street Mall

The Hill

Central Park

Downtown

Existing High Hazard Area Limits

Proposed Flood Cont�ol Pond

14th
Street

Broadw
ay

13th
Street

10th
Street

9t
h 

St
re

et

Canyon Boulevard

Arapahoe Avenue

B o u l d e r C r e e k

Public Office Retail Res. Ind. Parking

Senior Center (16,188)   (56)           
The Atrium (12,392)   

FAM & Conference (5,750)     
Park Central (20,910)   (246)         
New Britain (13,851)   

1708 13th St. (1,750)     
1720 13th St. (1,100)     

Yocum Building Relocated
Arapahoe Court (15,850)   

Conoco (1,389)     
The Edge (2,080)     

1321 Arapahoe Change use (1,900)     
1327 Arapahoe Change use (1,500)     
1331 Arapahoe (1,875)     

1703 14th St. Change use (5,348)     
1705 14th Street (3,718)     

Other Parking (319)         
Sub Total (32,038)   (57,958)   (6,857)     (8,748)     -           (621)         

14th & Canyon 60,000    6,000       35,000    90             
14th & Arapahoe 7,200       6,000       60,000    300          

9th & Arapahoe 40,000    40,000    250          
Library 22,000    

Sub Total 62,000    67,200    12,000    100,000  35,000    640          

Balance 29,962    9,242       5,143       91,252    35,000    19             

Areas in square feet
Exis ng Buildings

New Buildings

BOULDER CIVIC PARK

NEW 
PERFORMING 
ARTS CENTER

SENIOR 
CENTER

LIBRARY
NEW 
DOWNTOWN 
REC CENTER 
WITH GREEN 
ROOF

NEW 
PARKING
GARAGE

COMMUNITY GARDEN

WINTER CROSS COUNTRY 
SKI TRAIL

NEW PERFORMING ARTS LAWN

FLOOD SAFETY MOUNDS

FLOOD SAFETY MOUNDSBOULDERING 
AREA

EXISTING CREEK HABITAT

MUNICIPAL 
EXHIBITION 
SPACE
WITH SOLAR PANEL 
ROOF

SERVICE ENTRY AND 
ZERO WASTE FACILITIES

SEPARATE TRACKS FOR BIKE AND PEDESTRIANS

NEW ROWS OF TREES ALONG CANYON BLVD. TO CREATE TRUE BOULEVARD FEEL

WINDMILLS IN MEDIAN OF CANYON BLVD.

RELOCATED 
BANDSHELL

OPEN SPORTS LAWN

RAISED HILL ON MUNI WEST 
SIDE TO WATCH THE SUNSET 
OVER THE MOUNTAINS

EDUCATIONAL 
WETLAND AREA

NEW ROWS OF TREES ALONG ARAPAHOE

BRIDGE 
CONNECTING 
BEER GARDEN 
WITH PARK

NEW 
PLAYGROUND 
AREA WITH 
SPLASH POOLS 
ALONG THE 
CREEK

CENTRAL PARK
(FORMAL PARK ZONE)

INCUBATOR 
OFFICES 
WITH PARKING 
BELOW

BOULDER CIVIC PARK
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WINTER 
FARMERS 
MARKET 
SPACE WITH 
GREENHOUSE 
ON 2ND 
FLOOR

BRIDGE OVER CANYON BLVD.

PARKING 
GARAGE WITH 
OFFICE SPACE 
ON GROUND 
LEVEL
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CITY OFFICE ZONE 
ALONG CANYON

ARTIST STUDIOS

ARTIST 
STUDIOS

BMOCA

TEA 
HOUSE

JOB RESOURCE 
CENTER

INCUBATOR

SERVICE ENTRY AND 
ZERO WASTE FACILITIES

NEW CAFE 
SPACE

PROJECT GOALS:
 
• Create a strong sense of place that is unique to Boulder
• Provide programmatic diversity 
• Create interconnected zones for different activities to animate the Civic Park
• Compliment but not duplicate program of pearl street
• Create a pedestrian promenade between Pearl Street and Civic Park
• Activate space throughout the day and year to foster safe welcoming places
• Draw people from downtown, university and outside of boulder
• Generate local energy and maintain a Zero Waste environment
• Inspire and support local business, the arts, and the Farmers Market
• Build a central civic zone that expresses the innovation found in Boulder

Outdoor movies and performances on the new 
park lawn in the CULTURE zone

New greenhouse adjacent the Farm-
ers Market at the Atrium building site 
provides education and winter garden  
in the EAT zone

Local solar and 
wind energy 
generated in 
ENERGY zones

New community garden with 
raised beds for seniors

Kids playground and 
natural water elements in 
the EXPLORE zone

Bouldering, cross country skiing, and swimming in and 
around the new downtown rec center in the PLAY zone

Beer garden under the trees in 
renovated YOCUM BUILDING

Foster and support Boulder’s entrepreneurial 
innovation in the INCUBATE zone

THE CIVIC HEART OF BOULDER

CULTURE

NATURE

EAT

PLAY

ENERGY

SENIOR

CONNECT

CREATE

LEARN

EXPLORE

INCUBATE

GOVERN

GROW

ICON

NATURE: existing creek habitat with new wetland discovery area.  CONNECT:  formal park space adjacent Farmers Market notates park entrance and gathering 

space.  EAT: new covered farmers market along 13th Street; re-purposed Atrium Building houses winter market with 2nd floor greenhouse.  GOVERN: consolidated 

campus along Canyon Blvd.  with additional parking.  INCUBATE: affordable office space for start ups, non-profits, and employment resource center.  CREATE: 
flexible studio and gallery spaces for artists.  EXPLORE: sculptural playground area for children with new splash area along creek.  PLAY: outdoor bouldering 

walls, new downtown recreation center, cross country ski trail, open play space.  LEARN: new addition to the east and new parking garage to the west side of existing 

library.  SENIOR: improved senior center and meals on wheels hub, raised garden beds for senior community garden.  CULTURE: new performing arts building 

with relocated and expanded Bandshell for summer concerts, movies, performances.  Undulating grassy landscape provides picnic space  with views over the mountains 

and safety during flash floods.  ZERO WASTE: compost, recycling and trash collection bins located throughout the park.  ICON: Municipal building converted 

into a public exhibition space and festival headquarters, shaded by an iconic photovoltaic canopy.  ENERGY: WInd turbines along Canyon Blvd. and solar panels on 

rooftops. Educational “Power Tracker” wall shows electricity generation at any given moment.  

PARK

The LIfe and Property Safety has been improved by microBoulder in the following ways:

• Improved lighting along Canyon, Broadway, Arapahoe, Boulder Creek, and underneath the new Farmers Market canopy

• A new bridge above Canyon allows pedestrians a safe approach to the Farmers Market, Tea House, BMOCA, and the rest of the Civic Park

• The new undulating landscape mounds in the “high hazard” flood zone allow access to higher elevations in event of a flash flood

LIFE AND PROPERTY SAFETY

CELEBRATION OF HISTORY AND EXISTING ASSETS

• Located on one of the most prominent intersections in Boulder, the Municipal Buildings sits on coveted ground.  Inspired by the sustainably minded, innovative 

culture in Boulder a soaring new roof clad in transparent solar panels sits above the existing building.  It will be converted into a flexible, public exhibition space.  By 

breathing new life into the building, turning in into a power plant and allowing creative thought to happen within - the Municipal building assumes a new identity.  

One that looks toward the future, yet retains its sandstone history on the exterior.  By creating a truly iconic work of architecture Boulder can fuse history with the 

future.  

• The Bandshell has also been renovated and moved opposite the Municipal Buildings to create a cultural zone between the two.  People can sit on the new raised 

flood safety mounds and take in views over the mountains, listen to summer concerts, or watch performances on a Bandshell stage that once again has come to life.

A VIABLE AND SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

existing foliage and habitat along creek

new wetland filters 
grey water from site

wind turbines and xeriscape in medians along canyon blvd..

zero waste 
collection 
station

civic center 
power tracker

educational 
greenhouse

living hanging garden shades 
farmers’ market

solar 
panels

expanded green 
space and tree cover

civic center 
power tracker 
displays civic 
center energy 
consumption

An educational greenhouse to be located on the former Atrium building 
site.  The greenhouse will sit above a new winter Farmers Market space.

existing festival space = 436,000 s.f.   proposed festival space = 664,000 s.f.

A PLACE FOR NEW COMMUNITY ACTIVITY AND ARTS

300
300

150

approximately 900 parking spaces in 4 new garages

municipal building re-purposed into a flexible community exhibition space.  available for festivals, 
incubator startups, local business, non-profits, art performances, art exhibitions

ENHANCED ACCESS AND CONNECTIONS + OUTDOOR CULTURE AND NATURE

Boulder B-bike Stations at farmers’ market

cross country ski track

dedicated bike paths are clearly 
separate from pedestrian walkways 
in heavily trafficked areas

13th Street is closed to non emergency 
vehicles from Arapahoe to Pearl Street

tunnel under 
Broadway is 
improved with 
lighting and 
public art

bridge from sculpture garden to beer 
garden/broadway

bridge over 13th and new 13th street promenade 
connect Pearl Street to Civic park

microBOULDER: Everything you love about Boulder in one Civic Park

APPROACH

microBOULDER divides the Civic site into 

a variety of programmatic zones which overlap, 

connect, and facilitate circulation through the civic 

heart of Boulder. The zones are programmed with 

a variety of functions, buildings, and landscapes 

that activate the area and welcome different 

demographics and age groups. The combination 

of new and existing uses reflects integral 

elements of Boulder’s culture:  outdoor sports, 

art, culture, festivals, innovation, entrepreneurial 

spirit, sustainability, academics, locally grown 

food, science, homegrown energy, and natural 

landscapes.

The proposed design renovates and re-imagines 

the competition area by embracing the Guiding 

Principles and invigorating the area with new 

ideas.  To improve Life and Property Safety 

microBoulder activates each zone of the Civic 

Park, with both nighttime and daytime activities. 

Sustainability is at the core of the project with a 

new Net Zero energy plan, expanded tree canopy, 

a natural wetland discovery area, and Zero Waste 

infrastructure across the site. By bridging over 

Canyon Boulevard, closing 13th Street to commuter 

traffic, and creating a park between Pearl Street 

and Arapahoe, microBoulder links the new Civic 

Park to downtown.  
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FUTURE TOD
(COMMERCIAL 

FRONTAGE ALONG 
CANYON BLVD, MIXED 

USE DEVELOPMENT W/ 
PUBLIC PARKING)

FUTURE TOD
(MIXED USE 

DEVELOPMENT W/ 
PUBLIC PARKING)

SENIOR HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT

(ALONG ARAPAHOE AVE 
FRONTAGE)

MEDIUM DENSITY 
RESIDENTIAL

(INFILL AROUND EXISTING 
RESIDENTIAL TOWER & ALONG 

ARAPAHOE AVE FRONTAGE)

MIXED USE 
DEVELOPMENT

(HOUSING OVER RETAIL 
BASE)

RETAIL/
COMMERCIAL INFILL

(LAMINATE TO PROVIDE 
FRONTAGE ON ARAPAHOE 

AVE)

ONE Park - “Niiseti-vii”(“To Be One” in Arapaho Language)  
Boulder Civic Area Ideas Competition: Vision Project

  From the Linear Park to The Central Park Team urbandesigner.com   MicroBOULDER As One Architecture

  ONE Park - Niiseti-vii Cooper Carry   Re-imagining a Civic Identity UCLA, Urban Planning and Design

From The Linear to 
The Central Park
This plan has some 
interesting ideas 
including the open 
air structure for the 
farmer’s market, the 
trolley concept as 
well as the pond and 
green space. While 
the pond is 
beneficial for
aesthetics, recreation 
and to create 
circulation through 
the creek, it is not 
beneficial for flood 
prevention.

ONE Park Niisetti-vii
This project did a 
great job at 
integrated and 
activating the space 
surrounding the Civic 
Area and addressing 
affordable housing 
needs. The overall 
plan could improve if 
the surrounding land 
uses were taken into 
consideration.
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To Enhance Access and 
Connection our team 
proposes to expand the 
existing RTD bus facility 
to incorporate the 
adjacent street and right 
of way.  This expansion 
and new overhead 
structure accomplishes 
many things.  

Triple the Capacity - 
With new BRT and presumably Light Rail coming to Boulder expansion will have to occur 
at Boulder main transit hubs.  Unfortunately this facility is land-locked, so to 
accommodate this expansion we propose to annex the street and right of way and make 
it only available to public transit.  By incorporating the street we have given the station 
two external lanes to compliment the internal loading area on the interior.  This block 
already has many bus stops on either side.  We suggest to take this idea all the way and 
make it a bus only street to better mitigate the expansion in the coming years.

Overhead Structure - To protect the passengers from the elements an overhead 
structure would really make a dynamic impact and statement.  The structure would be 
constructed of high grade steel with a white �nish.  The roof would be covered with 
frosted glass.  The structure would attach to the existing parking garage and down to the 
street below where applicable.  The piece would be practical, but also sculptural in an 
e�ort to show the threshold from common street to transit station.

Boulder Transit Center 
Expansion

Boulder has a long 
standing tradition of 
hosting farmers markets 
here for 25 years.  To 
commemorate this 
accomplishment and 
encourage future 
sustainable activities we 
propose that the city 
make a public market 4 
season market to anchor 
the new park.  This 
structure would not only 
make this park a 
destination but also bene�t the entire area and local community. This building would be 
a symbol of how Boulder supports the local food economy and dedication to its 
residents and farmers alike.   

Boulder Market - 
This structure would be built in the parking lot on the corner of 14th & Canyon.  It would 
be attached onto the existing city o�ces which would be transformed into additional 
farmer market space.  The structure would have a central atrium with a glass roof to 
allow in plenty of natural light.  The architecture would be similar to that of the campus 
and the city with a classical yet modern style.  The exterior would be cladded with 
regional sand stone brick with red clay tile roof seen throughout Boulder.  The building 
could be completely LEED certi�ed with photovoltaic cells and thermal heating systems 
mounted onto the south side of the roof.  

Clock Tower - In order to get people downtown, we wanted to give them a gathering 
point.  Located within the new market is a 4.5 story tall clock tower with a public 
observation tower.  Here visitors, residents, and students can look out upon the park, the 
mountains and all of Boulder.  
 

The New Boulder Market

 The main goal of any 
urban park is to reconcile 
the di�erence between 
urban and rural, the built 
environment with the 
natural.  To represent this 
con�ict and to show how 
the two can be 
harmoniously combined 
we came up with a twofold 
solution.

Weaving Paths
 The paths now mimic the 
creek with a gentle 
weaving pattern around the water.  Each one of these curves would be landscaped with 
indigenes �owers and shrubs.  In a park the journey is more important than the 
destination.  Having the circuitous routes will add interest and showcase the creek which 
has been so important to the formation of Boulder.  It will also give alternate routes for 
the return trip which will also add interest.

Man Vs. Nature Sculpture
Boulder is known for its sustainable land use patterns and general philosophy of 
protecting the environment.  To show the relationship between man and nature we 
recommend that some type of sculpture line the paths.  On the west side would be 
entirely nature and the east side would represent the built environment.  The two would 
then meld together in an even gradient.  Could be deep.

Reconciling Man with Nature
At the center of the park and 
next to the Great Lawn 
would be another sculptural 
piece in the form of a 
fountain.  Rocks in the 
middle would resemble the 
nearby Flatirons formations.  
The water would spiral 
around the rocks and crash 
down upon them.  The 
fountain could recycle grey 
water from the library and 
other municipal buildings or 
help aerate the creek.  Either way this would be a completely unique fountain and a 
perfect complement for Boulder’s Central Park.

Flatirons Fountain

Central Park Vision Project

Along with the transformations happening on Canyon the entire park is be 
retro�tted to encompass many brand new activities, new layout of lawns and 
bike paths.  Incompatible structures and parking lots have been moved to 
make way for an uninterrupted utopia of living green space while 
strengthening local connection into and around the park.
 

An Entirely New Central Park

 An inner city park is meant to reconcile 
the Urban with the Rural.  Right now Boulder 
has a great system of parks, green spaces, and 
paths, but what Boulder doesn’t have is a green 
space that gathers people into a central area. 

CENTRAL PARK
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LIBRARY 
PARKING 
GARAGE

LIBRARY 

LIBRARY 
COURTYARD
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ROCK CLIMBING 
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FOUNTAIN

CHILDRENS 
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OPEN GREEN 
SPACE

LIBRARY 

SENIOR 
CENTER

STAFF
PARKING

MUNICIPAL 
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BOULDER 
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EXPANDED 
TRANSIT 
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BRO
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15TH ST
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 This is the opportunity presented here with this project.  The city of Boulder has the chance to turn this area into a central green node to be 
enjoyed for generations to come.  As the site sits presently, the areas are broken by parking lots, out-dated civic buildings and unrelated land uses.  
Pockets of the park are well planed but there is no contiguity of the space.  
  We wanted every resident, student and visitor to have a space in which they can completely connect with Nature.  To usher in the new park we 
recommend the following improvements.

UCLA, Urban Planning and Design

  Science/Art Museum Tesseract Productions

  The Unification of Central Park KK Studios

Science/Art Museum
This project is a nice 
active space that would 
celebrate community and 
ideas. This concept could 
also be integrated into a 
larger plan by 
incorporating it with an 
expanded library or even 
outside in a children’s 
play area near the creek. 
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  Catalytic Project Finalists



24

Agora

Civic Axis links to commercial core

Civic Center buildings concentrated at 
urban end, out of flood hazard zone

Landscaped links between park lands

Close 13th Street to Traffic

Brick paving similar to Pearl Street

Glass pavilion for rotating art installations

Artifact is an enclosed glass 
pavilion for year-round art and 
cultural activities. It can be used 
for temporary art installations, 
display of historical or cultural 
artifacts, or be a venue for 
community events. For 
installations, the glass enclosure 
will allow for the full range of 
media – such as art that uses 
paper, electrical connections, or 
anything that would otherwise 
not be viewable in an exterior 
setting. The enclosure also makes 
the temporary installations 
possible year-round. 

Berms protect park from traffic noise

Br
oa

dw
ay

Lawns re-graded above flood zone

VISION PLAN

CATALYST 
PROJECT

P
Berms protect park 
from traffic noise

Glass pavilion for 
rotating art installations; 
enclosure allows for a 
wide range of media and 
year-round use

Lawns re-graded 
above flood zone

Existing surface 
parking reduced

Canyon boulevard

Boulder 
Creek

PROJECT SCOPE

Our approach connects Boulder’s 
existing urban gathering areas, open 
spaces, icons and events to each other 
and to nearby areas by a series of 
pedestrian bridges and walkways that 
draw the surrounding City into the 
project area.  Shaped earth berms 
defend the site from floods while 
reinforcing a more connected and 
protected heart of Boulder.

View of future landscaping and pavilions south of Boulder Creek

ARTIFACT

COMMERCIAL AXIS

CI
VI

C 
AX

IS

ELECTRONIC FLAT ART ECOLOGICAL INTERACTIVE MULTIMEDIA HISTORICAL

0 60 120

Block off transient 
gathering & sleeping  
areas under the elevated 
portion of the Library to 
increase the public's 
sense of safety outside 
the library. 

Boulder Creek

Arapahoe Rd.

Canyon Blvd.

Broadway

13th. St.

Provide walkway  & 
Grasspave2 turf 
support for 
expanded Farmer's 
Market activities 

Widen Existing  
Creek Trail to 16'

Define Creek 
Access w/ 

Terraced Seating

Provide fencing 
along creek trail to 
manage pedestrian 
access, associated 
erosion & loss of 
vegetation along 
both sides of creek

Proposed 16' 
Multi-Use Trail

9t
h.

 S
t.

 Boulder Civic Area Catalytic Projects - Illustrative Site Plan

Define "Beach" 
water access 
points along the 
south side of the 
creek

Install permeable pavers 
along 13th St.
Install Rainstore3 
Stormwater retention

Provide Fencing along 
the Farmer's Ditch to 
control  pedestrian 
access to the ditch & 
associated erosion

Use Grasspave2 in 
treelawn areas to 
reduce soil 
compaction, allow 
turf growth and 
enhance tree health.

Provide terraced 
seating and stair 
access to the Farmer's 
Ditch

Remove Band Shell 
seating, fencing and 
railroad ties & rails. 
Regrade as a multi-
use turf area.

Restore eroded creek banks, vegetative cover and 
missing trees. Provide boulder edge along 

eroding banks. Backfill with soil and gravel 
mixture over erosion netting to restore original 

soil depth over tree roots. Reseed with native 
grass mix.

Provide newsbox 
enclsoure matching the 
Pearl St fixtures to 
reduce visual clutter.

Develop a project 
lighting plan. Replace 
outdated cobrahead 
light pole.

Develope unified 
signage system. 
Reduce signage 
clutter.

Provide fencing at walk 
intersection to reduce 
corner cutting and plant 
damage.

Provide armrests for benches per 
ADA code and a mid-bench arm rest 

to discourage transient sleeping

14th. St.

  Agora Restorascapes   Artifact Olson Kundig Architects

  Civic Sense Loki Design  Catalytic Projects Burkart & Associates

S. Library Courtyard

Library Skyway

Zen Causeway

Boulder Creek Common

Boulder Creek Common

Existing Green

Existing Parking

Farmer’s M
arket Location

Filtration Installation

CiviC SenSe

Filtration Installation

Site Reference PlanN

    Boulder Creek  Co
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This is a proposal to explore the creation of three interactive, public light sculptures within the civic heart of boulder.  These interactive art ‘zones’ 
will draw in the public and engage them in a very direct and active way. Using light and controlled sound, these zones can transform darker, more 
transient areas into dynamic illuminated areas. Our sculpture has been installed around the world and is robust, durable, and has proven the test 
of time.    In each installation this work has activated a public area and drawn families and participants from all walks of life.

SCALE: 1” = 60’ N

ART
A simple sound tunnel running under Broadway. This 
would involve a low powered, robust sound installation 
triggered as the public walks along the creek path.  As 
users walk under the tunnel they would trigger subtle 
tones and notes - as if the pathway had become a large 
interactive wind chime.   We have several existing 
outdoor public sculptures that utilize this type of 
interaction and technology. 

A single or clustered set of taller illuminated sculptures 
that ties the art zones together.  We propose a piece 
that would serve as a visual focal point for the Civic 
Center, easily viewable to pedestrians and drivers.   Our 
team has worked on several large visual light sculp-
tures like this; a local example is The Water tree in Vail 
Colorado that draws the public into the Solaris Plaza. 

Based on the final proposed civic plan, or as a temporary installation, 
we can install an array of interactive outdoor light platforms. These 
platforms are robust platforms that light up and change color as users 
stand, ride, or walk on them. These platforms are very adaptable, and 
can be integrated within various types of landscapes. They are built 
using a similar technology to several  of our existing works such as the 
“Learning  Gardens”  (a series of school garden planter modules that 
are currently installing in hundreds of schools across the country.)

INTERACTIVE PLAY TILES SOUND TUNNEL

LIGHT
SCULPTURE

  Kids, Art, Trash, and Business Scrapsisters   Art Light Jen Lewin Studio

The LIVING RIBBON proposes   
a structure and  canopy to  
shade, protect, and define  
the Farmers Market space. 
The translucent fabric canopy 
is suspended from a flowing 
wooden  ribbon  which 
twists and folds to create 
programmatic elements along 
its path. A living, hanging 
garden sits on either side 
of the canopy.  The project 
acts as a catalyst for a future 
promenade from Pearl Steet to 
Arapahoe Avenue.  By bridging 
over Canyon Boulevard it 
creates a continuous link 
between the new Civic Park 
and downtown.  

OVERVIEW

Recognizing the prime importance of the Farmers Market we strove to design a Catalyst project that 
would improve this vital part of Boulder’s community.  

To alleviate congestion and improve circulation we closed the street to auto traffic, installed a new 
raised, porous paving system without curbs, and centered the market stalls so that shoppers flow 
around the edges of the market instead of funneling down a crowded center aisle.

The new waterproof canopy not only provides shade, but eliminates the need for individual tents, 
expediting setup time.  

To improve Life and Property Safety we created a multi-purpose space that can be use for other 
functions when the market is not operating. The canopy also includes LED lighting to illuminate the 
area at night.

Boulder’s downtown touts lively pedestrian activity, buildings that are sensitive to their spectacular 
natural settings, and vibrant outdoor markets and festivals. Our proposed design responds to those 
attributes and aims to extend them to the Civic Park.  It is a modern interpretation of the traditional 
covered market and urban promenade.  The unique structure strives to shape an instant icon for the 
market that broadcasts the innovative spirit and progressive thought found in the collective heart of 
Boulder.

APPROACH

site plan view

LIFE AND PROPERTY SAFETY

View looking south from Canyon and Broadway.  Phase 3 creates a new pedestrian bridge spanning over Canyon 
Avenue.  Providing a continuous link to downtown and making a safe crossing to the market from Pearl Street.

THE CIVIC HEART OF BOULDER

The ribbon structure creates a new entrance gateway in front of the Dushanbe Tea House and also folds itself into an entry canopy for BMOCA.  The new 
promenade remakes the traditional promenade with current design aesthetics, materials, and sustainable thinking.

View of the west facades of the Dushanbe Tea House and BMOCA..

A PLACE FOR NEW COMMUNITY ACTIVITY AND ARTS

Landmark place to meet up

Temporary BMOCA sculpture 
exhibition

Pop-up retail Festivals

Food trucks and vendors

Art exhibitions

Meeting point for Boulders bike 
culture

Flexible seating

Besides the Farmers Market the new covered space can house many activities:

Sustainably harvested wood clad steel structure

Hanging garden - flowering vine plants grow on 
support wires for fabric canopy.  Water harvested 
from canopy goes into cistern to irrigate vines

Waterproof fabric canopy

Permeable brick paving

Encourage pedestrian and cycling with the new bridge over 
canyon as part of Phase 3

Zero Waste infrastructure located adjacent to market area

Future winter garden with 2nd floor educational 
greenhouse at re-purposed Atrium building site

A VIABLE AND SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

Steel cross bracing

CONSTRUCTION COMPONENTS DIAGRAM

Steel mid span column system

LED lighting system (not shown)

OTHER SUSTAINABLE CONCEPTS

Structure forms awning to BMOCA

Phase 3 creates a new pedestrian bridge 
spanning over Canyon Avenue.  Providing a 
continuous link to downtown and making a 
safe crossing to the market from Pearl Street.

Canopy height allows service trucks and 
emergency vehicles to pass underneath 14’ 
clear to bottom of structure

Structure frames entry to Tea House

Pedestrians and bicyclists can now move 
uninterrupted along 13th street with the 
closure of the street to automobile traffic.

ENHANCED ACCESS AND CONNECTIONS

living RIBBON stretches into 
adjacent grassy areas - providing 
benches, and animating the park 
space

site plan view

PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION APPROACH

Initial construction of canopy and support structure along 13th Street 
from Canyon Blvd. to BMOCA.  Cost would cover wood clad steel 
structure, fabric canopy, lighting, and initial hanging garden on canopy.

Construction of canopy and support structure from BMOCA to 
Arapahoe.  New porous paving system running from Canyon to 
Arapahoe.  Extension of lighting and hanging garden.

Pedestrian bridge over Canyon Boulevard and access stairs on both sides 
of Canyon. Creation of new promenade park running from Pearl Street to 
Canyon Boulevard - completing the connection of the Civic Park to Pearl.

PHASE 3 - Pearl to Canyon promenade

PHASE 2 - living RIBBON market canopy from BMOCA to Arapahoe

PHASE 1 - living RIBBON market canopy from Canyon to BMOCA

site plan view

LIVING RIBBON: connecting past, present, and future
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View looking north down the Living Ribbon underneath the new translucent fabric canopy.
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Framed View from Terrace to Flatirons View along Scenic Climb looking at Ice Climbing going on Outside

View From the Observation Deck towards Central Boulder

View From North East Towards Ice Climbing Wall

Site Plan 1: 600 Park Level Plan 1: 200

North Elevation 1: 200 South Elevation 1: 200 West Elevation 1: 200

Terrace Level Plan 1: 200
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Ice Climbing Area
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View to
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View of
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Observation Deck Plan 1: 200
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View looking South along 11th Street towards Civic Center

ROCK CLIMBING
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   This catalyst project has the potential to embody and rein-
force Boulder’s outdoor oriented culture in a symbolic yet 
functional manner with prominence at the civic heart of the 
community. While this culture is devoted to the immense 
natural environment in which it immerses itself, the recon-
textualizing of outdoor activities back in town serves to 
expose and express this culture directly.

The open lawn area between the library and the municipal 
building has the potential to become a defined area for the 
overlap of diverse user groups. The scale of this open space 
allows for audiences to gather for performances, competi-
tions and other cultural events. The creation of an open 
armature here can act as an extension of the park open 
space inviting visitors to explore it’s three dimensional 
landscape. Through this exploration, one becomes visually 
oriented to the important elements which make this place 
famous.

By overlapping existing functions with new activities, a 
mutually reinforcing relationship brings locals and visitors 
together with a symbol now at the foreground of it’s culture.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12131415161718192021222324252627

  Living Ribbon As One Architecture   Vertically Oriented Social Plant

Kids, Art, Trash, 
Business
This project has 
interesting 
underpinnings, 
like youth boating, 
which would 
engage youth with 
activities on the 
site. This could be 
successful when 
incorporated into a 
larger plan.

Light Art
This project is one 
of the only proj-
ects that addresses 
the night time 
issue of this public 
space. It addresses 
the safety issues 
in a creative way 
through the use of 
light and sound. 

Living Ribbon
Architecturally 
speaking, this could 
be an interesting 
project. Though 
supports would 
need to be 
addressed, it could 
be an interesting 
hydraulic feature as 
well as a transfor-
mative project for 
13th Street. 
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Farmers’ Market

Parks

Parks
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Arts and Museum Uses
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Civic Center Residential, Office, Community Space Bandshell
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