
 
 

CITY OF BOULDER 
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 
MEETING DATE: May 6, 2014 

 
 
AGENDA TITLE: Consideration of a motion to recognize the hard work of the 
selection committee and Arts Commission in developing public art for the main public 
library, to honor the wishes of those in the community who seek further input into the 
decision-making process and to support the city manager’s decision to defer awarding a 
contract for public art at the main public library while developing a more inclusive and 
diverse process for future public art decisions.   
 
 
 
 
PRESENTER/S  
Jane S. Brautigam, City Manager  
David Farnan, Library and Arts Director   
Matt Chasansky, Office of Arts and Cultural Services Manager  
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Using the City of Boulder Interim Policy on Public Arts, a selection panel for a public art 
project for the Main Boulder Public Library in recognition of the major renovation 
occurring this year, chose an artwork titled, “Yes!” on March 31, 2014. The selection 
panel was composed of six members of the public, and, selected Yes! out of 367 artists 
who applied. While continuing to follow the interim public arts policy, the appropriate 
boards and commissions (in this case, the Library Commission and the Arts Commission) 
reviewed the process to ensure that it followed the prescribed process in the Interim 
Policy on Public Arts.  The Boulder Library Commission certified the selection process 
in early April, and the Arts Commission certified the selection process in mid-April, 
followed by city manager review of the selection process and approval as valid on April 
21, 2014. A news release announced the public art selection on April 22, and some news 
articles appeared in following days.  Since then, dozens of community members have 
expressed their disagreement about the Yes! art project to the city, through emails, phone 
calls, in-person comments, and letters to the editor. 
 
Staff recommends that council adopt a motion finding that the interim arts policy did not 
work well for our community in this instance based on public concerns about the 
selection process, and directing staff to defer awarding this public art selection, and to 



work with the Arts Commission and City Council on the future adoption of a new arts 
selection policy.   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Suggested Motion Language:  
Staff requests council consideration of this matter and action in the form of the following 
motion:  Motion to recognize the hard work of the public art selection committee and 
Arts Commission in developing public art for the main public library, to honor the wishes 
of those in the community who seek further input into the decision-making process and to 
support the city manager’s decision to defer awarding a contract for public art at the main 
public library while developing a more inclusive and diverse process for future public art 
decisions.   
 
 
 
COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENTS AND IMPACTS 
Link: Community Sustainability  
  

· Economic - Action on this motion may result in some small negative economic 
impacts, given that the funds will not be recycled into the community when the 
artists hire local contractors to complete the work.  Over the long term, the action 
may contribute to a negative effect on Boulder’s brand as a center for creative 
industry and activity. 

· Environmental - There are no environmental impacts. 
· Social - In as much as this project was created by artists of South American 

descent, this project provides some measure of diversity to our public art 
collection. It also provides a vital diversity of artistic experience to the urban 
environment, which has measurable benefits. Action on this motion may increase 
the perception that the city is being diligent about the engagement of broad 
segments of community for input. 
 

OTHER IMPACTS  
· Fiscal - $150,000 was identified and appropriated for a public art project at the 

Main Boulder Public Library, to be sited in conjunction with the Capital 
Improvement Bond-funded renovation project currently underway.  The $150,000 
is from Arts Commission unapplied-for-grant funds from previous years, as well 
as Arts Division salary savings during staff vacancies. No Library Division funds 
were identified or appropriated for this project. 

· Staff time – Part of the normal work plan for staff.  
 
BOARD AND COMMISSION FEEDBACK 
The Boulder Library Commission certified the Yes! public art selection process in their 
meeting on April 2, 2014 by a 4-1 vote; and the Arts Commission certified the selection 
process in their meeting on April 16, 2014 by a unanimous vote. 
 



PUBLIC FEEDBACK 
Members of the public have expressed their disagreement with the Yes! public art 
selection via dozens of phone calls to the city, emails to City Council and to the library, 
letters to the editor, and a virtual editorial board discussion in the Daily Camera 
newspaper. There have also been a few voices of support for the Yes! art publicly, and 
some who stated the value of art being subjective and generating community discussion. 
No one provided any comments, positive or negative, during the public participation 
portion of the above mentioned Library Commission and Arts Commission meetings 
where the process review votes took place. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Using the City of Boulder Interim Policy on Public Arts, a selection panel for a public art 
project for the Main Boulder Public Library in recognition of the major renovation 
occurring this year, chose an artwork titled, “Yes!” on March 31, 2014. The selection 
panel was composed of six members of the public: a Boulder Arts Commissioner, two 
Boulder Library Commissioners, a local artist, an arts professional, and an architect.  
 
The panel reviewed and evaluated 367 applicants to the Request for Qualifications, which 
closed in October. Based on scores from their selection criteria, the panel identified four 
artists to advance. Those four artists then worked with staff to research the Main 
Library’s renovation project and the community, and developed their proposals. The four 
proposals were delivered in March 2014, and the selection panel conducted interviews of 
these semifinalists. After deliberations, the selection panel identified R&R Studios and 
their proposal for Yes!, as the recommended finalist. The next step in the process outlined 
in the interim policy was to have the appropriate boards and commissions (in this case, 
the Library Commission and the Arts Commission) review the process to ensure that it 
followed the prescribed process in the Interim Policy on Public Arts.  The Boulder 
Library Commission certified the selection process in their meeting on April 2, 2014 by a 
4-1 vote; and the Arts Commission certified the selection process in their meeting on 
April 16, 2014 by a unanimous vote. The city manager reviewed the process and the 
boards’ recommendations, and approved the process as valid on April 21, 2014.  A news 
release announced this public art selection on April 22, 2014, and several news articles 
followed in local media. Since then, dozens of community members have expressed their 
disagreement with the selection of the “Yes!” art project, through emails, phone calls, in-
person comments, and letters to the editor. 
 
ANALYSIS 
Staff believes that the City of Boulder Interim Policy on Public Arts was followed in the 
selection process which resulted in the choice of the “Yes!” art. The choice of this artist-
team was made with proper deliberations of the selection panel. The artists are 
internationally recognized for exemplary work and have produced many similar projects 
with much success. The cost of this project was appropriate, even modest, given the 
scale, site, and complexity of this work.   
 
However, the many questions and concerns raised by members of the public in recent 
days makes it apparent that the interim policy does not provide ample community input to 



ensure the selected art piece adequately reflects the Boulder community. Staff will gather 
information and input during the upcoming Community Cultural Master Plan, and work 
with the Arts Commission, and other agencies in the drafting of new policy language 
before moving forward with a new selection process for public art associated with the 
Main Library renovation.  
 
ATTACHMENTS  

A. Interim Policy on Public Arts - link 
B. R&R Studio’s proposal for Yes!  
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Y E S ! 
BOULDER PUBLIC LIBRARY  

Roberto Behar & Rosario Marquardt 
R & R Studios  

 
 
  

Our project for the Boulder Public Library highlights the presence of the library, punctuates the initial user experience and 
continues throughout the building as a succession of unexpected discoveries. 
  
The proposal is inspired in the free spirit of Boulder, the unique relationship of the city with the geography of the place, the 
architecture of the building and the library as an event.  
  
Y E S ! consists on one unique and iconic element that metaphorically embodies the affirmative essence of Boulder as a 
distinct American community and the positive nature of the library’s mission to enhance free access to ideas for all.   
  
Y E S ! bridges and interrelates the outdoor and indoor experiences of the building. From the outside we receive a positive 
message from the library inviting us to enter and discover while from the interior Y E S ! becomes our voice and message to 
others to come in. Y E S ! promotes interpersonal relationships and like the books that the library holds is public and 
personal at once.  It belongs to all and each one of us.  
  
Y E S ! continues throughout the library strategically positioning messages, thoughts and ideas to relate specific interior 
locations to  events of nature around the building. Our aim is to underline the literary and poetical contents of the library 
transforming the building into a sort of open book. 
  
Y E S ! Singular and repetitive elements add a new dimension of meaning to the building transparent elevations connecting 
indoors and outdoors and nature and thoughts. 
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Dreams 

“ T H E  M I N D  W A S  D R E A M I N G .  T H E  W O R L D  W A S  I T S  D R E A M ”  J .  L .  B O R G E S  
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Road 
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Books 

“ANYONE W HO SAYS T HEY HAVE ONLY ONE L IFE  TO L IVE  MUST  NOT  KNOW  HOW  TO READ A  BOOK”  

©R & R Studios, Roberto Behar & Rosario Marquardt 



©R & R Studios, Roberto Behar & Rosario Marquardt 



Creek Bridge 
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   B O U L D E R   P U B L I C    L I B R A R Y 
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PROJECT BUDGET 

BOULDER LIBRARY PUBLIC ART 

ESTIMATED BUDGET -  MARCH 20, 2014 

    

Fabrication and materials $68,000.00 

Installation $20,000.00 

Foundation $15,000.00 

Plot Cut Vinyl graphic for windows $5,000.00 

Electrical  $6,500.00 

Enginnering $5,000.00 

Insurance $2,500.00 

Crating/Shipping $7,000.00 

Artist Design and Oversight (15%) $21,000.00 

    

TOTAL $150,000.00 

©R & R Studios, Roberto Behar & Rosario Marquardt 



  
PRELIMINARY MAINTENANCE PLAN  

 
 
The sculpture will be fabricated of 6061 aluminum and will require  very little maintenance.   
Aluminum was selected for its excellent corrosion and rust resistance needed in exterior 
environments, which allows it to survive for years on end.   Aluminum is relatively 
maintenance free, sturdy, and long lasting.  Aluminum is resistant to weather, common 
atmospheric gases, and a wide range of liquids.   
 
Moreover, the sculptures will be painted with Tnemec Paint system (N69 epoxy primer and 
1075 color with UV inhibitor for base coat and top coat) which give additional protection.  
The surfaces can be easily cleaned using water and soap, which may be required once per 
year depending on the dirt buildup on the surfaces.  The Tenemic paint system also provides 
anti-graffiti protection, and if any paint surface becomes damaged, it can be repainted 
without removing the sculpture.      
 
The sculptures will be lit with LED lights .  LED lights are durable, energy efficient, and 
environmentally friendly.   LED lights offers operational life time expectation of up to 
100.000 hours, which means the lights will only have to be replaced once every 22 years  at 
50 % operation or 11 years at continuous operation.  LED lights also consume very low 
energy and offers an energy efficiency of 80%-90% when compared to traditional lighting 
and conventional light bulbs .   
 
The materials and components of the sculpture will be durable, long lasting, and will require 
relatively very low maintenance.    
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REFERENCES: 
 
Trent Miller 
Madison Public Library 
Library Program Coordinator 
P 608-266-6300 
tmiller@scls.lib.wi.us 
Project: Question Mark.  Madison Public Library 
 
Edward Lebow 
Public Art Program Director 
City of Phoenix Office of Arts and Culture 
P 602-495-0197 
Ed.lebow@phoenix.gov 
Project: Desert Spring.  Sonoran Parkway 
 
Megan Turner 
Public Art Administrator 
Art in Public Places, Austin, Texas 
p (512)974‐9312 
Meghan.Turner@austintexas.gov 
Project: Open Room Austin, 
Austin, Texas 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mindy Shrago 
Executive Director/ CEO 
Young At Art Museum 
P 954-424-5021 
mshrago@youngatartmuseum.org 
Project: I Love you 
 
Leslie Fordham, Administrator 
Cultural Division, Public Art and Design Program 
100 S. Andrews Avenue, 6th Floor 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 
Office: (954)-357-7532 
LFORDHAM@broward.org 
Project: I Love you 
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