
 
 
 
 
TO: Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
 
FROM: Yvette Bowden, Director, Parks and Recreation Department 
 Alison Rhodes, Deputy Director 
  
SUBJECT: Matters from the Department 
 
DATE:   October 24, 2016 
 
 

A. Growing Up Boulder Presentation (verbal) 
 

B. Recreation Software (Active.Net) Implementation Update (verbal) 
 

C. Bath House and Administration Building Redevelopment 
 

Since the Boulder Reservoir Master Plan was accepted in 2012, the department has been 
working to implement the many policy recommendations and various actions of the plan that 
focus on enhancing the visitor experience. The goals and objectives of the plan were to 
improve the South Shore with new and improved amenities. The primary goal of this current 
project is to provide a preferred concept design based on community input and support by the 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board that will enhance the visitor experience at the swim 
beach with improved facilities as well as accommodate staff offices for the continued 
management and operation of the Boulder Reservoir. 
 
By soliciting feedback from users of the Boulder Reservoir, staff and consultants are 
preparing conceptual designs for the redevelopment of the bathhouse and administration 
building located at the swim beach along the south shore. Constructed in the 1980s, the 
facility currently provides several functions including a bath house for visitors, concession 
stand, administrative offices, storage and deck space with shade covering. One of the primary 
functions are the men’s and women’s dressing rooms, showers and bathrooms for customers 
and is currently one of the biggest sources of patron complaints. The bathrooms currently 
serve approximately 250,000 people per year with a majority of use coming in a 4 to 6-month 
period during the summer. As it currently exists, the building cannot support the high level of 
use during large events and, as a result, it is necessary to supplement services with portable 
toilets throughout the year as well as additional portable toilets, showers and hand wash 
stations for special events.  
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The plan that will be developed as part of this project will be an integral component for the 
future site design for the enhancement of the South Shore of the Boulder Reservoir. 
However, given the immediate need to address the old facility, this project will proceed to 
final design with construction anticipated in 2019. Currently, the team has developed three 
concepts for the redevelopment and solicited input through an open house on September 22 
and an online survey. Next month, staff will provide a discussion item to the PRAB outlining 
the process and reviewing the concepts. Final feedback from the community will be gathered 
on the preferred plan in December followed by a final presentation to PRAB in January for 
review and consideration of the final preferred plan. The PRAB can learn more about this 
process and view the presentation materials at https://bouldercolorado.gov/parks-rec/boulder-
reservoir. 
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