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Service excellence for a healthy Community! 

History and Intent of the November 2011 Capital Improvement Bond 
 
In November of 2011, the Boulder Community passed Ballot Item 2A by a 3 to 1 margin. The ballot item 
gave the city the authority to leverage existing revenues to bond for up to $49 million to pay for necessary 
capital investments. Because the bond is paid for with existing revenues, the 2011 ballot item did not raise 
taxes. Of the larger $49 million dollars, the Parks and Recreation Department received approximately 
$8.3 million. 
 
The 2011 vote allows the city to implement a list of projects that address significant deficiencies and high 
priority infrastructure improvements like roadway reconstruction, park facility upgrades, critical software 
updates, police equipment needs, and more. 
 
Projects that were included on the bond were selected by a 16-member community stakeholder committee 
from a list of projects developed by different City departments.   
 
The committee focused the selection for the 2011 ballot package on projects that: 
 

• were significant deficiencies like improvements that achieve health and safety standards, maintain 
industry standards or include legal requirements; 

• avoided higher cost investments later; 
• reduced rather than increased ongoing operation and maintenance costs; 
• provided for ongoing and/or greater efficiency in conducting the city's business; and 
• focused new, higher priority investments in areas of opportunity that also reflect community 

values 
 
The Parks and Reaction Department submitted projects that fell within the categories of Park Shelter 
Improvements, Park Renovations, Columbia Cemetery Upgrades, and Boulder Reservoir Improvements.   
 
The Parks and Recreation Department proposed providing a shelter and associated restroom facility at 
Harlow Platts Community Park (under the category of Park Shelter Improvements) to the 16-member 
community stakeholder committee as one of the projects to be considered for the November 2011 Capital 
Improvement Bond. It was ultimately selected as one of the projects to be included on the bond 
 
Why is there a need for a shelter at Harlow Platts Community Park? 
 
Generally, there has been and continues to be a demonstrated need for shelters in the Boulder Parks and 
Recreation System. This need has been identified through a number of outlets including community-wide 
feedback, actual reservations and requests, and public outreach through our Master Plan planning process. 
 
The need for shelters was identified in the 2006 Parks and Recreation Master Plan and was reaffirmed in 
the new department master plan that was approved in February of 2014.  Based on an analysis of 
communities with similar park and recreation facilities and amenities, the 2014 master plan shows that the 
department is below the necessary number of shelters and that there will be an increasing need as the 
City’s population increases, as it is projected to do. 
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In 2013 there were 38 group events at Harlow Platts Park. In 2012 there were 36 group events.  Many of 
the events that were held either requested or would have benefitted by having a shelter and restroom 
facility available for use. 
 
Beyond the numbers, one of the themes that emerged over the year and half of public outreach associated 
with developing the 2014 Parks and Recreation Master Plan is that building community and relationships 
should serve as a basis for future action and decision-making for the Department. Inherent in this theme is 
a desire allow for more community events in the parks and facilities that engage the local community and 
neighborhoods. 
 
While Harlow Platts has many of the amenities that are typically associated with a neighborhood park, it 
is a community park. A community park is meant to provide opportunities for social contact among a 
wide variety of members of different neighborhoods and ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds. Our 
community parks provide space, amenities, and recreation opportunities for a wider population and larger 
service area than a typical neighborhood park. 
 
The Parks and Recreation Department believes that providing a shelter at Harlow Platts Community Park 
addresses a demonstrated need in both promoting the community values and levels of service that were 
identified in the Parks and Recreation Master Plan, as well as, addressing the community’s need for 
shelter space as seen in the number of reservations currently made at Harlow Platts. 
 
How will the Parks and Recreation Department address concerns that have been raised by the 
public? 
 
While Harlow Platts is a community park, the Parks and Recreation Department is cognizant of potential 
impacts of any improvements to neighbors immediately surrounding the park.   
 
The Department has held two public meetings at the South Boulder Recreation Center to listen to the 
public to determine what the concerns are surrounding the construction of a new shelter and restroom.  
The first meeting was held on Saturday October 27, 2012. The second meeting was held on Monday 
February 3, 2014.   
 
Beyond the questions about the need for a shelter and restroom facility at Harlow Platts Community Park, 
there were general concerns that were raised at both meetings and have subsequently been raised after the 
February 3rd meeting. The comments and feedback that we have received can be summarized according to 
the following topics: 
 
Use 
 
The proposed shelter at Harlow Platts Community Park will accommodate a need for large group events 
that currently reserve space at the park.  Currently, the existing shelter (the Warming Hut) off of Viele 
lake, is not accessible and cannot accommodate group functions. Currently, groups that reserve space at 
Harlow Platts can only reserve lawn space for events. 
 
In 2012, there were 36 group events at Harlow Platts. 10 of the 36 events were for groups between 50 and 
99 people. 13 of the 36 events were for groups over 100 people.   
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In 2013, there were 38 group events at Harlow Platts.  12 of the 38 events were for groups over 50 
individuals. 14 of the 38 events were for groups over 100 people. 
 
The proposed shelter and restroom at Harlow Platts Community Park will be designed to meet the 
following specifications. 
 

• Shelter square footage: 1,500-1,700 square feet. This is roughly 40 feet by 40 feet. 
• The shelter area will accommodate 50-75 people with roughly 6 picnic tables and seats. 
• The shelter will have approximately 2 grilling stations. 
• The shelter will have attached restroom building with separate men’s and women’s facilities. The 

restroom facility will be fully accessible. 
• The shelter and associated restroom facility are intended for year-round use. The Parks and 

Recreation Department will close the restroom facility in extreme cold/freezing events. 
 
Please see the table below for a comparison some of the other reservable shelters in the Parks and 
Recreation system. 
 
Shelter Park Classification Bldg. Square Ft. 
North Boulder Park Neighborhood 3,000 
Martin Park  Neighborhood 2,539 
Foothills Community Park 
 
 
Foothills Restroom 

Community Approx. 1226 
Approx. 500 
Approx. 800 
Approx. 800 

 
All groups reserving shelters in the Parks and Recreation system must adhere to shelter rental rules for the 
department, as well as, applicable City rules and regulations.  A list of the shelters can be found on the 
department’s website at:  https://bouldercolorado.gov/pages/shelter-rental-rules 
 
The shelter rental rules cover hours of shelter operations, allowed uses, noise restrictions, alcohol 
restrictions, etc.   
 
Restrooms are being included as part of the shelter facility to accommodate group events. 
 
Maintenance and Aesthetics 
 
The Parks and Recreation Department will be working with an architectural consultant to ensure that the 
quality and materiality of the shelter and associated restroom facility are constructed with materials that 
fit within the context of the park and surrounding areas and can be easily maintained and yet does not 
sacrifice aesthetics. 
 
Harlow Platts Community Park has a full-time employee that oversees general maintenance and 
appearance of the entire park. The full-time employee is on site Monday through Friday from roughly 
7am through 3pm.   
 
The Parks and Recreation Department currently contracts with a custodial company to clean and maintain 
all open shelter facilities. Not all shelters and restrooms in the park system are designed to be opened 

https://bouldercolorado.gov/pages/shelter-rental-rules
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year-round, so only open facilities are maintained. Facilities that are not year-round include the shelter 
and restroom at Martin Park and the shelter and restroom at North Boulder Park. Because the restroom 
facilities are not open year-round at these facilities, the Parks and Recreation Department has provided a 
port-o-let for public use.  The shelter and restroom facility at Harlow Platts is planned to be a facility that 
is open year-round.  As such, the shelter and restroom facility at Harlow Platts will be cleaned by a 
contracted custodial company.   
 
The Parks and Recreation Department also contracts with a company to lock and unlock different 
restroom facilities throughout the park system. The operations and maintenance staff has indicated that 
they would prefer that the restroom facility NOT be designed with an automatic locking/unlocking 
system. They would instead prefer that the facility be locked and unlocked by a contracted company.  
This will ensure that the restroom facilities have been cleared when they are to be locked. 
 
City parks are generally open 5 a.m. to 11 p.m., and from sunrise to sunset during the fall/winter seasons. 
City park shelter rental hours are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Times left unscheduled are for 
cleaning/routine maintenance and general public use. Generally, restroom facilities will be locked from 
dusk to dawn. 
 
Location and Security 
 
The Parks and Recreation Department has worked with the architectural consultant that developed the 
building concept plan to determine an appropriate location for the proposed shelter and restroom facility.  
The location of the restroom and shelter facility at the immediate south end of the southern-most parking 
lot addressed a number of site concerns as well as concerns raised by the public at the October 2012 
public meeting. The facility is located on an accessible path in close proximity to accessible parking stalls 
and the children’s playground. The facility has been located and oriented to minimize impacts to the 
surrounding area and at the same time maintain visibility from Gillaspie for patrols and allow for ‘eyes on 
the park’. 
 
The Parks and Recreation Department will be contracting with companies to maintain and lock the 
restroom facility at Harlow Platts Community Park. The Department currently uses similar services for 
shelters and restroom facilities throughout the City. The Parks and Recreation Department also has a full-
time employee that is in charge of maintenance and day to day operations of the Park.   
 
Park will generally be open 5 a.m. to 11 p.m., and from sunrise to sunset during the fall/winter seasons. 
City park shelter rental hours are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Times left unscheduled are for 
cleaning/routine maintenance and general public use.  Generally, restroom facilities will be locked from 
dusk to dawn.  The company the Parks and Recreation Department contracts with to lock and unlock the 
restroom facility will also make sure that no one remains in the facility when it is time to be locked. 
 
Finishes and furnishings within the restroom and shelter facility will, to the greatest extent possible, be 
constructed of materials that are easy to clean and maintain in any instances of vandalism. 


