
EMAIL FEEDBACK RECEIVED 3/10/2016-5/12/2016 
Email Date 5/12/2016 

Email Detail 

Dear Council, 
 
City open space staff and the Open Space Board of Trustees have recently recommended the 
construction of the North Sky Trail on the west side of U.S. 36 to connect Wonderland Lake and the 
city of Boulder to Heil Valley Ranch and Lyons. 
 
The North Sky Trail will form a critical missing link for a regional trail system, the first of its kind 
accessible from town. 
 
The trail alignment will have minimal environmental impacts (all can be mitigated), it will utilize 
much on an existing social trail corridor, and it will provide a valuable connection to Heil and Hall 
via trail, opening an opportunity for young people and those without cars to enjoy these beautiful 
resources. 
 
Please support the North Sky Trail. 

Email Author Joshua Stahl 
No Staff 
Response Email sent to City Council 

Email Date 5/11/2016 

Email Detail 

Council, 
 
I support creation of the North Sky Trail. This trail concept has been thoroughly vetted by staff and 
OSBT. It will be an important community resource, and can be built sustainably to minimize any 
impacts. Connecting people to the land by allowing them to *use* the land is the only way to keep 
the open space program viable into the future, and it takes trails like this to estabilsh that 
connection. Support your volunteer board of trustees and your staff, and allow creation of this trail 
to go forward. 

Email Author Andria Bilich 
No Staff 
Response Email sent to City Council 

Email Date 5/11/2016 

Email Detail 

Dear Mary, Lisa, Sam, Bob, Aaron, Matthew, Jan, Andrew and Suzanne 
 
We(all trail users) have been waiting for a safe, low impact trail from foothills trail north to connect 
to Heil and Hall for decades.  Now that the OSMP acquired Bob Joder's property, its time to do the 
right thing for the voters who ride, run, and hike(which is just about everyone on Boulder.)  We 
must have a safe west of 36 trail to make this connection, it's is the only option and being a cyclist 
first I think the Tuesday and Sunday closure is a good user compromise.  It works at Betasso. Some 
say having a single track trail on the west side of 36 would negatively impact the ecosystem.  I 
would like to see the scientific proof of this so called harm.  I would think US36 running parallel a 
100 yards away has already caused more impact than any small trail could possibly do.  Lets not 
forget the impact that the Beech Jet Fuel Plant already had on the property.  In my opinion a single 
track trail would have little to no impact on the land or wildlife, it may even save wildlife from the 
hazards of a state highway. Thank you for your efforts on the NTSA and for thinking of the 
community that makes it all possible. 

Email Author Kevin Schill 



No Staff 
Response Email sent to City Council 

Email Date 5/11/2016 

Email Detail 

Dear Council, 
 
The City open space staff and the Open Space Board of Trustees recently recommended the 
building of the North Sky Trial to the west of US 36 to connect Wonderland Lake and the city of 
Boulder to Heil Valley Ranch and Lyons.  
 
This trail is a missing link in creating a truly regional trail system and the first of its kind accessible 
right from town. I know that I will use this trail frequently as will many of my family members and 
friends. Even more important is that this trail will have extremely small environmental impacts all 
of which can be mitigated. The trail will also use much of an existing social trail corridor and it will 
provide a valuable and safe connection to the Heil and Hall trail systems. This will create a great 
opportunity for riders of all abilities to access these trails without having to jump in their cars to 
reach the trails.  
 
I urge you to support the North Sky Trail. Thank you for reading my email.  

Email Author Ryan Amirault 
No Staff 
Response Email sent to City Council 

Email Date 5/10/2016 

Email Detail 

Listening to televised PLAN Boulder mtgs and being an attendee at several NBTS mtgs I find it 
disheartening to hear what biking enthusiasts are proposing.  The North Boulder Trail should "not" 
be erected on the West side of 36.  The biking coalition is (or will be) also asking for a return trail to 
be erected if approved.  The coalition has also suggested that East of 36 be for novice riders and 
families.  Are they asking for an exclusive professional biking speedway?   
 
It was my understanding that Open Spaces were meant for enjoyment of all citizens and this trail 
for biking enthusiasts should not be exclusive nor destroying a designated Habitat Conservation 
Area, especially when the East side of 36 would meet their needs.  Please vote "no" on this 
proposal. 

Email Author Susan Jeter 
No Staff 
Response Email sent to City Council 

Email Date 5/9/2016 

Email Detail 

Hello City Council, 
 
I’m reaching out with a quick email in support of the statement from Tom Isaacson regarding the 
North TSA and the North Sky Trail. I believe he made this available to you in April. While I could 
wax on with less eloquent words, I believe he did a great job of summarizing the efforts by the 
staff, public, and our board as well as the nuances in his decision to support the scenario that we 
approved in our previous meetings. For the same reasons he gave, I encourage you to support this 
plan. I know that your decision time is approaching. As such, I’m happy meet with any of you in-
person or by phone to give any details or perspectives that may help in your decisions. 

Email Author Kevin Bracy Knight 
No Staff 
Response Email sent to City Council 



Email Date 5/9/2016 

Email Detail 

Dear Council, 
 
City open space staff and the Open Space Board of Trustees have recently recommended the 
construction of the North Sky Trail on the west side of U.S. 36 to connect Wonderland Lake and the 
city of Boulder to Heil Valley Ranch and Lyons.  
 
The North Sky Trail will form a critical missing link for a regional trail system, the first of its kind 
accessible from town. 
 
The trail alignment will have minimal environmental impacts (all can be mitigated), it will utilize 
much on an existing social trail corridor, and it will provide a valuable connection to Heil and Hall 
via trail, opening an opportunity for young people and those without cars to enjoy these beautiful 
resources. 
 
Please support the North Sky Trail. 

Email Author Steve Lommele 
No Staff 
Response Email sent to City Council 

Email Date 5/9/2016 

Email Detail 

Please allow for the completion of the north sky trail connection to Joder Ranch. The trail should 
be multiuse and open to bicycles (non-motorized). 
 
Opponents of the trail say it will do harm to wildlife, but what do they say about the nearby 
highway that already cuts through the plains? Let's not kid ourselves about the ways we all harm 
our natural resources everyday without batting an eye. Cyclists are hoping to pass through public 
lands using a more efficient and enjoyable form of transportation. Perhaps more cyclists and fewer 
automobiles would be better for the butterfly and other local species than the current reality.   
 
This is a critical connection and simply makes sense. The bicycles will pass over the crust of the 
earth and no harm shall be done. The crickets and birds will chirp in the evening and a mule deer 
will pause its grazing to watch the riders pass. No harm shall be done.  

Email Author Steven Gardner 
No Staff 
Response Email sent to City Council 

Email Date 5/6/2016 

Email Detail 

Thinking also about the north foothill trail that connects to the Joder trail and possibly up to Left 
Hand. 
The existing trail does not allow dogs, and this is smart because though running with our dogs is 
awesome, this trail area is narrow and to allow dogs will only widen it past what we believe is 
healthy. There is soon much wild life off of this trail that to allow dogs will scare them up further 
out of a safe habitat. 

Email Author Pam Proto 



Staff Response 

Hi Pam, 
 
Thank you for your interest and participation in the North TSA planning process. Your comments 
were received and will be considered during refinement of the plan. 
 
Kind regards, 
The North TSA team 

Email Date 5/4/2016 

Email Detail 

Council, 
We wish to offer our thoughts on one are of the North TSA study. As Dakota Ridge residents we 
have seen the growth of residents who own dogs in the neighborhood as well as those that drive 
here to walk/run the trails with their dogs. 
We believe that the FOOTHILLS trail north of Wonderland needs to now be leash only. It has 
turned into the 'area' where dogs run all over the grasses and has become a de-facto dog park 
because of the allowance of voice and sight control.  
 
The trail area is just too busy with all other kinds of foot traffic to allow this anymore.  
 
Please reconsider new regulations for this area when crafting the TSA north master plan. 

Email Authors 

Pam Proto 
Donna Williams 
Ashley Syms 
Ever Berman 

No Staff 
Response Email sent to City Council 

Email Date 5/2/2016 
Email Detail Please don't change the plans in the 11th hour! 
Email Author Todd Krawczyk 
No Staff 
Response Email sent to City Council 

Email Date 4/30/2016 

Email Detail 

City councilors- 
 
The community came together, developed a compromise plan for North Sky Trail and the North 
TSA.  Please do not change in the 11th hour.  It's a solid plan.   

Email Author Andy Wing 
No Staff 
Response Email sent to City Council 

Email Date 4/30/2016 



Email Detail 

Dear City Council of Boulder, 
 
I just wanted to quickly address my support for not altering The North Sky Trail, part of the 
compromise plan developed by the Open Space and Mountain Parks staff and recommended to 
City Council by the Open Space Board of Trustees, was the result of public input and should not be 
modified in the eleventh hour. Otherwise, it would no longer be a compromise. 
 
I am a resident of north Boulder and a business owner in the city of Boulder as well. I would like to 
enjoy our open space by more than just seeing it in the distance.  

Email Author Duncan Wheeler 
No Staff 
Response Email sent to City Council 

Email Date 4/29/2016 

Email Detail 

It was so nice to see the community come together and formulate a compromise plan for the 
North Sky Trail. Please don’t allow a few misguided individuals to derail this wonderful & useful 
community resource. Trails are good for the environment and allow people to commute, exercise 
& recreate without the need for automobiles and their inherent dangers & pollution. The type of 
people who use these trails are very cautious, considerate and environmentally aware. Biking & 
hiking trails are a perfect fit for Boulder county. Please continue with plans to build North Sky Trail 
as agreed. 

Email Author Kevin, Boulder County Resident 
No Staff 
Response Email sent to City Council 

Email Date 4/29/2016 

Email Detail 

Dear City Council members,  
 
Regarding the North Sky Trail, please keep the plan as recommended by Open Space Board of 
Trustees. They have researched this issue, there has been a lot of community discussion, and a 
compromise was reached. Please heed the recommendation of the Board that is hired for this job. 
The community and the Open Space and Mountain Parks staff and Open Space Board have spoken 
and come up with a great plan and a compromise! 
 
I am a 58 year old living in the Wonderland Lake community for over 30 years and a mountain 
biker and hiker. I ride my bike at least 2 times a week 8 months of the year and almost always 
DRIVE to a trailhead, either in Lyons, Nederland or elsewhere. There are no challenging mountain 
bike trails from town, especially from north Boulder. To be able to get on my bike from home and 
ride north along the foothills, without being on the road, and connecting to Joder Ranch and then 
Heil Ranch (with a short road jaunt) makes so much sense for the future of this community and is 
so exciting for me personally. Mountain biking is rapidly gaining in popularity and requires driving 
to trailheads for any decent riding. To have a biking option from town without driving is critical to 
achieve the goals of less air pollution and people out enjoying nature. 

Email Author Gary Shirman 
No Staff 
Response Email sent to City Council 

Email Date 4/29/2016 



Email Detail 
 
I am writing in support of the North Sky Trail.  It is time for open space to be available to more user 
types and create a situation where trails can be accessed without having to get in a car. 

Email Author Will Edgington 
No Staff 
Response Email sent to City Council 

Email Date 4/21/2016 

Email Detail 
This is an update on the petition supporting the OSBT compromise on the North TSA. We recently 
exceeded 600 signatures on the petition. I’ll keep you informed as we get closer to the June 
decision meeting. 

Email Author Andy Schultheiss, Open Boulder 

City Council 
Response 

Thank you Andy. 
 
It would be helpful to breakdown the signatures by Boulder residents, Boulder County residents 
and residents outside of the County. 
 
This is the same grouping used for green tag fees. 
 
Regards, 
 
Mary Dolores Young 
Mayor Pro Tem 

Email Date 4/18/2016 

Email Detail 

Greetings: 
 
As a volunteer naturalist for Boulder County Open Space for 15 years I have substantial experience 
with the natural areas in the county. 
 
Often the groups I take out on open space property have never been in the mountains before.  
This is a perfect opportunity to introduce them to the special plants and wildlife in the west area 
being considered for a trail. 
 
In addition, I volunteer as a seasonal bird census taker as well as doing a butterfly census.  The land 
in question is home to both endangered birds and butterflies.  We are fortunate to have these 
unique flora and fauna in our county. 
 
Thus, please vote to protect the land west of County Road 36. 
 
Thank you  

Email Author Martha and Donald Dick 
No Staff 
Response Email sent to City Council 

Email Date 4/18/2016 



Email Detail 

Please responsibly choose the east side North Boulder Trail and protect the imperiled plants, 
butterflies, birds and rich habitats to the west. 
 
I follow public land issues and to date two recreation managers have told me that the mountain 
biking lobby is far more aggressive and petulant than any off road vehicle group they've worked 
with. And we are going to be cowed by that? 
 
When I commented online about my priority for sensitive area protection for new Heil Ranch trail 
proposals I was publicly and sarcastically attacked along the lines of "all the animals are going to 
die". You need to stand strong for the environmental education that all Boulder recreationalists so 
badly need. 
 
Here is a link to an encouraging new group that promotes conservation and recreation. Please 
consider that you do bikers no favor by endorsing selfish, uninformed choices. 
 
http://shiftjh.org/the-principles-for-advancing-outdoor-recreation-and-conservation/ 
 
The trustee group made its decision like a biased jury; it just chose wrong. Please show us that 
Boulder is still the environmental leader the world needs. 

Email Author Betina Mattesen 
No Staff 
Response Email sent to City Council 

Email Date 4/15/2016 

Email Detail 

Dear Councilmembers: 
In advance of your scheduled visit to the North Trail Study Area, here are our comments. 
Members of City Council: 
Friends of Boulder Open Space (FOBOS) and it’s 232 members and supporters are writing to you 
now, because we want to set the record straight regarding our view of the Draft North TSA Plan 
that is before you this spring. We also ask you to keep the following in mind during your upcoming 
“Tour” of the North TSA. 
 
Our position is that the North TSA Plan needs to accomplish two things: 
•    Achieve regional trail connectivity, AND 
•     Preserve wildlife habitat. 
However, the Draft Plan being recommended to you on a 3-to-2 vote by the Open Space Board of  
Trustees (OSBOT) does NOT do that. 
 
Achieving Regional Trail Connectivity – An important priority for this TSA is achieving  
connectivity to enable users of our trails to hike, bike, run from one property to another –  
indeed, to connect from the north edge of the city up to the Joder Property and beyond. We  
wholeheartedly support this goal and the enjoyable recreational opportunities that such  
connectivity provides. Of the two options for getting from the Wonderland Lake and Boulder 
Valley  Ranch areas up to the Joder Property, we strongly prefer the route that goes on the EAST 
side of  Highway 36 along the edge of Left Hand Reservoir. Note: This is the route that is shown in 
maps of current alignments being studied for Segment 4 of the Rocky Mountain Greenway Trail. 
And though you’ve heard statements about the cost of the underpass to Joder, underpasses that 
are necessary to achieve regional connectivity are regularly jointly-funded, with costs shared by 
city, county, and state agencies (e.g. the city’s share of the Boulder Canyon trail underpass leading 
to Betasso is 10%). 
 
Preserving Wildlife Habitat – Connecting via the route on the EAST side of the highway will enable  



preservation of the extremely high biodiversity in the Habitat Conservation Area (HCA) on the 
West side of the highway. This is important for two reasons: 
1. Boulderites support HCAs and the refuge they provide for our native species. In our regular  
Resident Surveys, the registered voters polled repeatedly state that recreation and preservation of  
wildlife habitat are their top priorities for open space. And almost all of us (78%) report that  
the city has struck the right balance between recreation and protection of natural resources. 
2. This public support has been reflected in the number of people at OSBOT hearings speaking out  
for protecting the ecological values of the lands on the WEST side of Highway 36. The high  
biodiversity of this area is well-documented in the North TSA Inventory Report plus the Boulder  
Valley Comp Plan, the Visitor Master Plan, and the Grasslands Ecosystem Management Plan (all  
documents approved by City Council following extensive, multi-year public input processes). 
What’s truly exceptional about this HCA is not only the threatened butterflies, state- and  
globally-imperiled plant communities, and wildflowers vulnerable to extinction, but also the fact 
that it harbors more different native species of birds than any other area in the OSMP system. It is 
one of our largest and highest quality grassland ecosystems with literally hundreds of species of 
native plants and vertebrates and many more species of insects and smaller life forms plus 80 
million year-old fossils. It contains our last remaining large riparian drainages without trails. This 
refuge is a functioning ecosystem unmatched in our OSMP system. 
Because of the high level of voter support, the importance of preserving these natural values, and  
the fact that the increasing millions of people visiting our open space system (whether they are  
watching birds, walking dogs or biking) will negatively impact our natural landscapes ; FOBOS  
supports placing trails in the less biologically sensitive areas to the east of the highway and  
urges management of the 20% of the North TSA land to the west of the highway (between the 
Foothills Trail and the southern edge of the Joder Property) as a Habitat Conservation Area with no 
trails. 
 
Would it not be wrong to bisect and degrade areas of very high biodiversity with a major trail 
when both preservation and connectivity can be accomplished with trails on the east side of the 
highway? 

Email Author Linda Jourgensen, Chair 
No Staff 
Response Email sent to City Council 

Email Date 4/13/2016 

Email Detail 

Good morning Council members! 
As you awake from last night’s fun meeting (I don’t envy you … an extremely tough topic), I wanted 
to let you know that the recreation community has started a petition in support of the Open Space 
Board of Trustees compromise on the NTSA. Here: https://www.change.org/p/boulder-city-
council-help-us-keep-boulder-open-space-
open?recruiter=239154586&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=sh
are_email_responsive  is the petition itself. 
I’ve decided not to program Change.org to send you an e-mail every time someone signs up, 
because that can be overwhelming. I’ll just update you periodically on how many signatures there 
are. As of this morning, with the petition live for about 18 hours, we are at 268. 
If any of you would like the list of signers as we get closer to your public hearing, I’d be happy to 
share their addresses with you. Just let me know. 

Email Author Andy Schultheiss 
No Staff 
Response Email sent to City Council 

Email Date 4/12/2016 



Email Detail 

Please do NOT build a trail here (west of 36). Wildlife has little enough property to exist, as it is. It 
very likely would interfere with their right to life and living. We love our wildlife; it's an important 
part of what it means to live in Boulder. 
 
Thank you for your consideration in this important matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
Nicole deLorimier 

Email Author Nicole deLorimier 
No Staff 
Response Email sent to City Council 

Email Date 4/7/2016 

Email Detail 

I was told to send feedback - If at any time in the future you can change the status of NO dogs 
allowed on Lions Lair to dogs on leash Only I would greatly appreciate it. It is my local trail -I live 
across the street from the trail head and use to always be able to walk our dog on the back side of 
Sanitas. Now I have a beautiful trail across from our home and I can never go on it with a dog. So 
sad.  

Email Author Leslie Gustason 
No Staff 
Response Email sent to City Council 

Email Date 4/5/2016 

Email Detail 

Dear Council, 
Here is the text from my comments on the North TSA in the City Council meeting, 4/5/16. 
I appreciate your wanting to see my text.  I had carefully prepared a 2:37 talk this afternoon, and 
lowering the alloted time to 2 minutes really threw me off.  I had to skip a couple of points and 
part of the summary statement.  That was about as fast as I could think on my feet.  
Could I please be allowed to come on the Council field trip to the North TSA on Tuesday?  i Could 
just listen and observe or offer some expertise if you were open to that.                                                                       
I have been teaching Ecology, Environmental Science, and Geology in the Front Range Area for 
over 25 years.  I am currently teaching Environmental Sciences at the University of Colorado-
Denver.  
 
I have lived in the Boulder area since 1967, almost always in the Grassland/Lower Montane 
Ecotone. 
 
I came across this volume just recently as I was researching background on the North TSA and 
looking for ecological field studies for my classes in Environmental Science at CU-Denver. 
 
This volume presents a detailed and authoritative inventory of resources and current 
environmental conditions in the North Trail Study Area. 
I want to compliment OSMP for producing this impressive body of work.  I have found the 
scientific/ecological studies by OSMP to be first-rate and reliable. 
 
 I will certainly use this and other OSMP studies as models for field investigations in my classes. 
 
However, as I read through this volume and associated studies, I was rather appalled to find that a 
connecting trail (West Alignment) from Wonderland Lake area to Joder Ranch had not only been 
proposed but approved by the Board of Trustees (on a 3 to 2 vote).   
 
This trail bisects an OSMP-designated Habitat Conservation Area.  The alternate trail (East 
Alignment) on the east side of Hwy 36 is in a Natural Area, not in a habitat conservation area.  



 
If the bicycle traffic along Hwy 36 is any indication, this trail will receive heavy use.  
 
At this time, I am deeply against the West Trail Alignment, and propose that the East Trail 
Alignment is a more ecological/habitat-friendly trail.  I honestly cannot imagine how the West 
Alignment was proposed, much less approved. 
 
Specific issues with the West Alignment: 
 
1. Already a designated Habitat Conservation area, according to the authoritative study by OSMP. 
 
2. Invasive species, already a problem in Boulder County, will be promoted by this trail. 
 
3.  Grassland bird species have declined by as much as 40%, mainly from habitat loss, pesticides, 
and other causes.  Ground-nesting birds are easily disturbed, and continual disturbance will cause 
them to abandon nesting sites.  If the ground-nesting density is even as low as 1 nest per 50’, and a 
2-mile long trail intersects the area, as many as 200 nests could be disturbed and lost. 
 
Small birds are in precipitous decline in this country, and even a 10% loss of birds due to the new 
North TSA Plan will add negatively to the general decline.  In a county afflicted by West Nile virus, 
the loss of any insectivorous birds should be avoided. 
 
4. Several endangered and threatened species are to be found in the area. 
 
5. The trail in part covers very clay-rich bedrock and soil, which is not suitable for heavy use by 
bicycles, equestrians, or hikers. 
 
It would be difficult to convince me that the West Trail Alignment will have 0% impact on the 
environment, and any level of loss of diversity and habitat is unacceptable.  
 
The grassland area may seem barren and plain compared to the mountains, but it is a vibrant 
ecosystem, and invaluable to the local ecology.   
 
Boulder is a city of ecological consciousness, respect for the natural environment, and a 
commitment to preserving and protecting the natural world through scientific understanding.  At 
the same time, Boulder is a very sports-oriented city.  I do think, in their admirable enthusiasm for 
a very enjoyable and engaging sport, that the mountain bike community should place ecological 
values above recreational desires. 
 
The Boulder City Open Space and Mountain Parks areas contain priceless areas of un-fragmented 
habitat in a region facing heavy development and incursion.  Once bisected by trails, the habitat 
continuity is lost, and is hard to regain. We have here a treasure. We should not sacrifice it to 
recreational usage. 
 
This seems to be a collision of values in our fair city.  My choice is always going to be habitat 
preservation rather than sports use. 
 
The City council is having a field trip study session to the area 4/12/16. I would very much 
appreciate being allowed to attend this trip. 

Email Author Chuck Patterson, PhD 
No Staff 
Response Email sent to City Council 



Email Date 3/25/2016 

Email Detail 

I am writing to oppose the  placement of the tail in the North Trail Study area on the west side of 
US 36 from north of Wonderland Hills to Old Stage Road as it will fragment the natural habitat of 
many of our native plants and animals and I support the alternate plan placing the trail on the east 
side of US 36 where there is little potential for such environmental disruption.   
 
I listened to a presentation by Andrew Schultheis  and  Ruth Wright and Edie Stevens and was 
convinced that damage to the fragile environment  could be substantial and that the only reason 
for this west  placement was for the pleasure of riding through a pristine area on bikes and other 
recreational use.  Since there is an alternative route for this trail that does not inflict such 
devastation, the I urge you to chose the east route and preserve the nature we all appreciate.   
 
It is a joy to live in this beautiful place that has so many opportunities to enjoy the  natural beauty 
and I am grateful to each of you for providing recreational opportunities in our beautiful 
surroundings that minimize the damage we humans can wreak.   
 
Thank you. 

Email Author Sharon Conley 
No Staff 
Response Email sent to City Council 

Email Date 3/15/2016 

Email Detail 

Hello, 
 
Could you please send me information and a map of the proposed changes in the North Boulder 
trail system, the NorthTSA?.  Thank you...Anne 

Email Author Anne Fenerty 

Staff Response 

Hi Anne, 
 
The North TSA Draft Plan and its Appendices including related maps can be viewed via a link on 
this webpage while additional information about the North TSA and the planning process can be 
viewed here.  
 
Thanks for your interest in the North TSA Draft Plan and I hope you will continue to engage in the 
process. 
 
Kind regards, 
Juliet Bonnell 
Associate Planner 
City of Boulder  
Open Space and Mountain Parks 

Email Date 3/10/2016 



Email Detail 

I read the Camera article and understand there are some proposals regarding the Wonderland 
Lake area. 
 
Converting the “network of social trails” into a “designated loop trail” might be reasonable, 
depending on the location on the hogback.  In the last couple of years the number of people using 
the area has (anecdotally) more than doubled.  People seem not to be aware of the potential 
damage associated with creating more social trails, and you can frequently see people all over the 
hogback.  Also, there are too many dog owners who let their dogs run off-leash and do not pick up 
after them.  (especially striking is seeing dog poop right by the bag holders and trash bins!)  
Obviously, one thing that can address these issues is more official patrol of the area.  (I’ve also 
noticed an increase in the number of cigarette butts.  As we all know, the vegetation in the area 
dries out quickly and is dangerously susceptible to wildfire.) 
 
I definitely think the proposed “fishing pier” on the dam is a bad idea.  People fishing seem to do 
fine on the embankment, finding their own “natural” spot, spacing themselves across the dam.  
Concentrating them on a pier instead?  Why not leave it as it is?  
 
I think the mantra regarding this area should be mostly “leave it as it is”, but somehow conveying 
existing rules more effectively. 

Email Author Roger Krimstock 

Staff Response 

Thank you for your interest and participation in the North TSA planning process. Your comments 
were received and will be considered during refinement of the plan. 
 
Kind regards, 
The North TSA team 

Email Date 3/10/2016 

Email Detail 

Dear TSA Board Members, 
We support the agricultural emphasis for the use of Open Space.  We do not think pedestrians, 
cyclists or equestrians should have access to leased agricultural lands.  It is dangerous, injurious to 
crops and animals, and a liability to the farmer or rancher.  We support all the proposals for bicycle 
trails west of H-way 36.   

Email Author Henry & Laura Poirot 

Staff Response 

Thank you for your interest and participation in the North TSA planning process. Your comments 
were received and will be considered during refinement of the plan. 
 
Kind regards, 
The North TSA team 

Email Date 3/10/2016 



Email Detail 

I attended last night’s meeting and was surprised it came up on a slide that the Brewbaker 
property is currently open to the public.  Brewbaker is located on Neva Road and 45th Street.  I 
have always thought Brewbaker was a closed property.  Did I misunderstand that slide? 
 
I came home and pulled up the current Open Space map from the City of Boulder website, which I 
had been looking at earlier in the day, and it does in fact show Brewbaker as Closed to the Public.  
It should stay that way.  If you are in fact keeping the same properties open and closed as their 
current status, Status Quo, as the Board of Trustees voted, then this property should remained 
closed.   
 
https://www-static.bouldercolorado.gov/docs/TrailMap_2015_22x34_websiteSIMPLIFIED-1-
201509280858.pdf 
 
Please let me know if I misunderstood your slide, or if the map is wrong.  I would like to know what 
the status of the Brewbaker property will be in the plan that is going to the Council.  
 
With all due respect, I would really appreciate a timely answer to my inquiry this time. 

Email Author Paula Shuler 

Staff Response 

Hi Paula, 
 
Thanks for pointing this out.  I’m looking into why the Brewbaker property is being shown as 
closed on the interactive web map.  I’ll get back to you as promptly as I can. 
 
Thanks 

Staff Follow-up 
Response 

  
I appreciate your level of attention to the northern properties and ongoing input.  I have gathered 
a little more background on the Brewbaker property which will explain the confusion.   
  
The City’s Brewbaker property has been closed because the agricultural lease for the property has 
been managed by Boulder County Parks and Open Space.  The County has been managing an 
agricultural lease on both their Brewbaker-Sorensson property and the City’s Brewbaker property.  
The County’s property and the City’s are adjacent.  It is the County’s standard policy to close their 
agricultural properties to public access.  OSMP has honored this policy with the County managing 
the lease on the Brewbaker property.   
  
A review of the lease arrangement last year resulted in the determination that the City should be 
managing the lease on the Brewbaker property and after this was accomplished the closure status 
would change.  OSMP staff has been working with County staff and the lessee to implement this 
change. The closure will be lifted once the lease management change is complete. 
  
With the process underway for OSMP to manage the lease and the pending public access change, 
the recent OSBT discussion about the status of northern properties for the North TSA Draft Plan 
included staff indicating the Brewbaker property as being open to public access.  The transitional 
state of the management of the agricultural lease was not explained in the staff presentation to 
the OSBT and simplified to indicate the Brewbaker property as open when the northern properties 
were discussed.   
  
I hope this helps explain why there was a discrepancy between how the property was discussed at 
the OSBT meeting and what is currently shown on the online map and how the property is signed.  



I apologize for any confusion this situation caused in understanding how the status of the property 
was presented at the OSBT meeting. 
  
Thanks for your ongoing involvement in the North TSA. 

Follow-up Email 

Hi Steve, 
 
It’s not that I have a high level of attention - it’s the fact that I live in and use the northern 
properties, especially this one for my water rights, and am concerned about what is right and what 
is not right.  So yes, I do have an interest. 
 
I am well aware of the change in management for the Brewbaker property.  However, the OSBT 
voted to keep the northern properties “status quo” (their words, not mine).  The Brewbaker 
property was closed to the public, as evidenced by your OSMP map as well as City of Boulder 
OSMP "No Trespassing" signs, when the North TSA process began as well as when the vote was 
taken by the OSBT.   The only notification that I have seen that Brewbaker is possibly an open 
property is a slide that was part of your presentation at last Wednesday’s meeting as well as your 
claim that this is an internal “plan”, “recent discussions" to open Brewbaker.  Functionally, as far as 
I am concerned, Brewbaker was closed to the public at the time of the vote by the OSBT to keep all 
properties “status quo”.  The definition of status quo - “the existing state or condition”.  
Remember, the OSBT was very concerned about changing any status and upsetting the neighbors. 
 
I feel that it is more than a ‘discrepancy’ between how the property was discussed at the OSBT 
meeting and what is currently shown on the online map and how the property is signed.  The way 
that it has all transpired could be considered a less than transparent.  It seems that this pending 
‘open’ status was something that you only knew internally, wasn’t made known to the public until 
the last minute, and it isn’t even a reality yet. 
 
The whole process with the Northern Properties has been completely frustrating.  The open and 
closed properties flip flopped all over the place on all your different scenarios, for what reasons, I 
still do not understand.  In my opinion, there are many things that could have been done better as 
far as the public, the neighbors, were concerned.  In the end it seems that nothing really mattered 
because the OSBT was not truly aware of what resources any of the properties contain, nor did 
they chose to educate themselves or were they educated.   The City Council will have even less 
interest.  Brewbaker was functionally closed when this process began, as well as at the time of the 
vote, and I really feel that it is only right that it should remain that way. 
 
Paula 



Follow-up Staff 
Response 

Hi Paula, 
  
Sorry about my delay in responding to you.  I was out of the office for most of last week.  Thanks 
for further explaining your thoughts and concerns about the situation that the Brewbaker property 
is currently closed to public access, the inconsistent information staff provided about the access 
status of the property, and the Open Space Board of Trustees (OSBT) motion to “support the 
current access status” of the northern properties.  As previously noted, the Brewbaker  property is 
in a unique situation because of the transition of agricultural management from Boulder County to 
Open Space and Mountain Parks coinciding with the discussions about public access to the 
northern properties for the draft North TSA Plan.  Considering the motion made by the OSBT and 
the current closure of the Brewbaker property, staff is planning on showing Brewbaker as a closed 
property in the updated draft North TSA Plan that will be presented to the Boulder City Council for 
their approval.  This will maintain consistency between the Board motion regarding public access 
to the northern properties and the current no public access status of the property.   
  
We appreciate you bringing this issue to our attention.   
 
Steve 

 


