
Eldorado Canyon State Park 

Trail Principles that have Worked Well 
 

(And a few that haven't) 



Background 

•Eldorado Canyon became a State Park in 1978 
•1392 Acres 
•~300,000 Visitors per Year 
•Trails: 

•Hiking 
•Equestrian 
•Mountain Bike 
•Disabled Access 
•Climbing Access 

•Full-Time Trail* Staff: 1 

* And facilities, invasive weeds, revegetation, forestry, roads, ... 



What is a Sustainable Trail? 

•Sustainability can be understood by maintenance 
needs 
•There is no such thing as a no-maintenance trail 
•Sustainable trails have predictable maintenance 



Works: 10/80/10 Model 

•10% of visitors enthusiastic to read and 
understand regulations, follow maps 
•80% just want to go for a hike/run/ride/climb 
•10% out for a day of “exploring” (and accomplish 
90% of trail damage)  
•Question: How much of trail design is aimed at 
the 10s, and how much should be aimed at the 
80? 



Works: Minimal or No Signage 



Not so much: Bad signage 



Works: Self-Contained Crew 

•Any trail day in Eldo has the volunteer 
coordinator, invasive weed and reveg staff, 
forester, and trail builder on site 
•Ownership, ownership, ownership – nobody is 
going to come fix it later. 



Works: Data Collection 



Works: Extremes of Slope 



Not so much: kinda steep (10%-
20% grade) 



Works: Structures 



Not so much: Single Pieces 



Works: Volunteers 



Thank You! 
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