Mobile Vending Cart Information

The process for obtaining a permit to operate a food cart on the Pearl Street Mall or the University Hill
commercial area is different from the Mobile Food Vehicle process. Mobile vendor cart operators must meet
other requirements and the process varies from year to year, depending upon vacancies and other
circumstances. Please contact the City of Boulder Business Assistance & Special Events Manager, Ellen
Cunningham, for more details on how to apply for and acquire the proper mobile vending cart permit for the
Pearl Street Mall or University Hill area, or to ask specific questions about the program. Please see the vending
cart code sections, including but not limited to the following:

4-11-12 (vending carts on the downtown Pearl Street Mall)
4-20-11 (Mall license & permit fees)

4-18-4 (vending carts in the University Hill commercial area)
4-18-2 (Public property use permits)

Please see the following site for additional information:
http://www.bouldercolorado.gov/index.php?option=com content&view=article&id=12920&Itemid=4513#cart

Definitions

"Food" [BRC 3-1-1] means any raw, cooked, or processed edible substance, beverage, or ingredient used or intended for
use or for sale in whole or in part for human consumption.

"Food service establishment" [BRC 3-1-1] means any place that is kept or maintained for the purpose of preparing or
serving food, but does not include:

(a) Homes containing a family, and its nonpaying guests

(b) Outdoor recreation locations where food is prepared in the field rather than at a fixed base of operations

(c) Hospital and health care facility feeding operations licensed by the Colorado Department of Health or its authorized
agents or employees

(d) Child care centers licensed by the State of Colorado or Boulder County

(e) Vending machines

(f) Grocery stores and similar establishments, if such grocery store or similar establishment meets the qualifications for
participation in the federal food stamp program, pursuant to 7 C.F.R. subparagraph 278.1(l)(i) and (ii), excluding sub-
subparagraphs (A) through (C) of subparagraph (ii), as such subparagraphs exist on October 1, 1987, or are thereafter
amended, whether or not such grocery store or similar establishment is actually authorized to so participate

(g) Food or beverage manufacturing, processing, or packaging plants that are not categorized as food service
establishments by the Colorado Department of Health

(h) Food caterers that use the customer's kitchen to prepare food.

“Mobile Food Vehicle” means a readily movable motorized-wheeled vehicle or a towed vehicle designed and equipped to
prepare or serve and sell food, but which does not include mobile vending carts as defined in section 4-18-4, “University Hill
Mobile Vending Cart Permit,” and section 4-11-12, “Mobile Vending Cart Permit,” B.R.C. 1981.

“Mobile Vending Cart” 4-18-4 (e) A mobile vending cart shall not exceed a size of four feet in width by ten feet in length,
excluding roof overhangs and wheels, by eight feet in height.

4-18-4 (f) A mobile vending cart permit may be issued only if the proposed vending cart will benefit the public or enhance
the ambiance of the Hill. The city manager may issue regulations establishing the process for accepting, reviewing, and
approving permit and lease applications; the contents of such applications; the specific criteria that will be considered in
the review process; and establishing a merit system of review of the applications, which may include, without limitation,
design quality of the cart, addition of diversity to products available on the Hill, compatibility with Hill activities, experience
of the applicant, financial feasibility, cost and quality of product, and the length of the season during which the product can



be marketed. Each applicant shall comply with such requirements. The manager may deny a permit if the proposed use
would constitute a physical hazard to the public health, safety, or welfare, or would violate any law.

4-11-12 Mobile Vending Cart Permit

(a) Mobile vending carts are allowed only in Zones 1, 2, and 3. An applicant for a mobile vending cart permit which is to
include any part of Zone 1 shall obtain the written consent of the tenant occupying the building in front of which the
applicant desires to locate.

(b) The city manager may issue as many mobile vending cart permits as the manager deems appropriate, but the manager
shall not permit the operation of more than fourteen mobile vending carts on the mall at the same time.

(c) A mobile vending cart shall remain in operation during the minimum number of retail business hours specified in the
permit. This shall not be less than five days per week and four hours per day during the months of May, June, July, August,
and September, and for such additional hours, which requirement shall not exceed the summer requirement, as the city
manager may specify in the permit.

(d) A mobile vending cart shall not exceed a size of four feet in width by ten feet in length, excluding roof overhangs and
wheels, by eight feet in height.

(e) A mobile vending cart permit may be issued only if the proposed vending cart will benefit the public or enhance the
ambiance of the mall. The city manager may issue regulations establishing a merit system of review of mobile vending cart
applications, which may include, without limitation, design quality of the cart, addition of diversity to products available on
the mall, compatibility with mall activities, experience of the applicant, financial feasibility, cost and quality of product, and
the length of the season during which the product can be marketed.

(f) No operator of a mobile vending cart shall conduct the operator's primary trade at locations other than those authorized
in the permit. But the operator may sell goods in transit upon request. If an authorized location conflicts with a special
activity, the city manager may temporarily relocate the vendor. The city manager may also approve permanent changes of
location as other locations become available, if two permittees agree in writing to exchange locations or temporarily on a
month to month basis during September through May if the city manager has reason to believe that the regular vendor will
not be using the location.

(g) A mobile vending cart shall be in operation as required in subsection (c) of this section or the permit will automatically
expire.

(h) A permittee is responsible for maintaining the area within and in proximity to the permittee's cart in a neat, clean, and
hazard-free condition, including, without limitation:

(1) Disposing of all trash off-site; and

(2) Storing all mobile vending carts off the mall when not in operation.

(i) A mobile vending cart permit is valid for a one year period, beginning April 1 and ending March 31, with two options to
renew for additional one year periods, upon timely payment of the fee prescribed by section 4-20-11, "Mall License and
Permit Fees," B.R.C. 1981. A mobile vending cart permit is not automatically renewable thereafter. A permittee who wishes
to continue operating after the expiration of the permit shall follow the application procedures required of a new applicant.
(j) The holder of a mobile vending cart permit shall indemnify and hold harmless the city, its officers, employees, and agents
against any and all claims arising from any occurrence occasioned by the permitted use, and shall maintain during the
period of the permit comprehensive general public liability and property damage insurance, as prescribed by section 4-1-8,
"Insurance Required," B.R.C. 1981, naming the city, its officers, employees, and agents as insureds; providing that the
insurance is primary insurance and that no other insurance maintained by the city will be called upon to contribute to a loss
covered by the policy; and providing for thirty days' notice of cancellation or material change to the city.

(k) Each cart shall display a sign at least one foot by one foot visible to the public which contains the required dates and
hours of operation, the items for sale, and the prices of the items. The sign shall be presented to the city manager for
approval before it is used. All items and their prices must be approved by the city manager as part of the application
process. The city manager may approve item changes or substitutions upon receiving written application for such change.
Ordinance Nos. 5599 (1993); 7001 (1999)

“Residential Area” see BRC 9-6-1 Use Standards, 9-5-2 Zoning Districts, and associated code sections regarding land use.

"Mall"[BRC 4-11-2] means the Boulder downtown pedestrian mall established by Ordinance No. 4022, adopted February
18,1975.%



