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ﬁmits on Awning Signs (§ 9-9-21(d)(1))

(1) Awning: An awning sign that extends more than fifteen
inches beyond a wall of a building shall comply with the
following conditions:

(A) The total area of such awning sign may not exceed the
lesser of one hundred fifty square feet or one square foot of
sign area for every linear foot of awning length. Awning
length is that portion of the awning that is parallel to the

Kbuilding wall on which it is located. j




fLimits on Awning Signs (Continued)

(B) No awning sign may project above, below, or beyond the face of the
architectural projection on which it is located, except for an awning sign that meets
the following standards:

(i) An awning sign may project horizontally beyond the face of a marquee or
canopy no more than twelve inches, measured from the bottom of the sign, if
necessary to accommodate the letter thickness and required electrical equipment;

(ii) An awning sign composed entirely of individual opague alphanumeric
characters twelve inches or less in height, or for any awning sign in the Boulder
Valley Regional Center twenty-four inches or less in height, may project above the
point at which they are attached to the marquee or canopy by no more than the
height of the character plus two inches;

(iii) The canopy or marguee to which the awning sign is attached must be located
over an entry to the building; and

(iv) The awning sign shall be substantially parallel with the building wall to which
the canopy or marquee is attached.
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ﬁrst Amendment

Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the Government for a

eress of grievances. j




ﬁontent—Based Regulation

The government can
tell a person how to
speak, but not what
to say, unless there is
a compelling
government interest

Kin doing so.




//Test for Content-Based Regulation

Literal Test Pragmatic Test

The “literal” test for content- The more pragmatic test for
neutrality was if you “need to content-neutrality was if 1) the
read” the sign to apply the sign sign law could be justified without

law, the sign law is content-based. reference to the sign’s content,
and 2) the law was not adopted
because of a disagreement with
the message it conveys, it would
be content neutral.
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//Towﬂ of Gilbert Sign Code
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fReed v. Town of Gilbert

* Adopted the Literal Test

* If you have to read the sign to determine whether the
restriction applies, it is a content-based restrictions.

* Open Questions
* Does Reed apply to commercial signs?
* Does Reed apply to on premise sign restrictions?
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fSummary of Proposed Ordinance

Section

What’s allowed

Change

9-9-12(a)(2)(C)

Intent

Eliminated references to real
estate signs, construction
warning signs, garage sale
signs and lost animal signs.

9-9-21(b)(3)(L)

Non-commercial signs with
sound

Changed “works of art” to
“non-commercial”..

9-9-21(c)(1)(A)

Construction signs

Eliminated requirement that
the sign warn of danger or
hazardous condition.

9-9-21(c)(1)(C)

Garage sale

One sign for a period not to
exceed 10 days, no more than
twice a year. Limited to total
signage allowed for the parcel.
Eliminated the requirement
that the sign advertise a
garage sale.




fSummary of Proposed Ordinance

Section

What’s allowed

Change

9-9-21(c)(1)(D)

Lost animal

One sign for a period not to
exceed 10 days. Limited to
total signage allowed for the
parcel. Eliminated the
requirement that the sign be
for a lost animal.

9-9-21(c)(1)(E)

Noncommercial

Changed “work of art” to
llsignll.

9-9-21(c)(1)(G)

Real Estate

When a property is offered for
sale, one temporary non-
illuminated sign. This sign
does not count against the
allowable sign area.

9-9-21(c)(1)(M)

Cottage foods

Added a clarification that there
is no limitation on the content
of the sign.




fSummary of Proposed Ordinance

Section

What’s allowed

Change

9-9-21(d)(1)(B)(2)

Awning signs

Added a provision allowing an
awning sign up to 24 inches in
height the BVRC.

9-9-21(d)(4)

Construction signs

Eliminated content requirements
for construction signs. Added a
requirement that the sign be
posted by a licensed contractor
on a site at which the contractor
is working.

9-9-21(d)(8)

Political signs

Eliminated the content
requirement for political signs.
They are still limited to election
season and size limits.




fSummary of Proposed Ordinance

Section

What’s allowed

Change

9-9-21(d)(12)

Subdivision

Eliminated the content
requirement and replaced it
with a time limitation.

9-9-21(k)(4)((1)

City Manager approval

Added a provision prohibiting
the city manager from
considering a sign’s content.

9-9-21(m)(10)(C)

Construction standards

Changed “warning” signs to
“site” signs to eliminate
content-based restriction.

9-16-1

Definitions

Eliminated definitions of

construction sign and real
estate sign and amended
definition of political sign.




Questions?
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