


Klnitiative Procedure

1. Petition committee present the form of the initiative petition for approval by the City
Clerk.

2. The City Clerk can require the form to be corrected and make comments on the content.
The City Clerk also writes the summary that must appear at the top of every page of the
petition under the warning.

3. The petition committee is responsible for getting the required number of signatures on
the approved petition form and submitting all sections of the completed petition to the
City Clerk in the appropriate format.

4. The City Clerk must review all of the petition signatures to determine whether a
sufficient number are valid signatures of electors registered to vote in Boulder.

5. If the petitions contain the required number of valid signatures, the City Clerk issues a
Certificate of Sufficiency to the committee and conveys it to council. This petition was

found to be sufficient.




flnitiative Procedure

6. At its next meeting, council must refer the initiative to a council
committee, which may be a committee of the whole, to hold a public
hearing and recommend to the full council whether the initiative should be
adopted as presented, or a ballot title to put the initiative on the ballot.

7. When the council receives the committee's recommendation, it must
decide whether to adopt the initiated measure or place it on the ballot with
a ballot title determined by council and whether to place a competing
measure on the ballot.

8. Within 40 days of the filing of the petition (which is August 8 for this
petition), opponents to the measure can file a protest with the city
challenging the sufficiency of the petition. If a protest is filed, Council could
hold all matters related to the petition (Steps 6 and 7) in abeyance until that
protest is resolved.




* Council must appoint a committee.
* |t can be a committee of the whole.

* It must schedule, notice and conduct a public
nearing.

* Council can do that tonight.

* The committee has 60 days to make a
recommendation and council has 60 days to

Kconsider that recommendation. j




ﬁlouncil Options

A. Adopt the initiative amending the code as presented in the initiative.
In this case the code would be amended but no tax would be imposed
because there had not been a TABOR issue approved by the voters: OR

B. Place the initiative on the ballot with a ballot title set by council.

C. Because addition of the code section does not implement a tax, if the
tax were to be imposed, council would also have to put a TABOR issue on
the ballot. If council does not put a TABOR guestion on the November
2016 ballot, and the initiative was approved by the voters, council could
put a TABOR issue on the November 2017 ballot if it wanted to levy the
tax.

D. Place a competing ballot measure on the same ballot as the initiative
dfefclarmg that the one obtaining the most votes would be the one
effective.




KStaff Issues with the Proposed Measure

* The measure uses a system for collection and accounting that is
different from that used by the city for all other taxes.

* The tax is imposed on distributors, who have not regulatory
relationship with the city.

e Staff recommends that council propose to the committee an
alternative measure that conforms to the city code. If the committee
accepts, council can either adopt it or place it on the ballot. If the
committee disagrees, the council can place its measure on the ballot
as a competing measure.
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KTABOR Issue

* A ballot measure can only have a single subject.
* The original ballot measure included a tax and a code amendment.
* The proponents withdrew the tax and left the code amendment.

* Now there is only a code amendment.

* No tax can be imposed without specific TABOR language.

* Council has two options:
* Place a TABOR question on the ballot this November.

next November,

* Wait to see if the code amendment passes and place a TABOR question on the ballot
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