
Agenda Item 5B



Purpose

City Council Consideration of a motion to 
adopt 
the 2016 Update to the  Downtown Urban 
Design Guidelines (acceptance of the 
guidelines will result in inclusion of the DT-4 
and DT-5 downtown
zone districts in the identified areas where 
height modifications may be considered
through the city’s Site Review process, per 
the height modifications ordinance 
approved by Council on March 31, 2015)



Background

Jan 1984: CC appoints Task Force to draft 
Downtown Urban Design Plan & Design Guidelines

Jan 1987: CC adopts Downtown Urban Design 
Plan & Design Guidelines

Sep 1997: Downtown Alliance calls for update to 
the
Guidelines

2002: CC adopts updated Guidelines

2010-2015: DAB calls for update to the 2002 
G id li



Background
Sep 2014 - Aug 2015: DAB works on strikeouts of 
existing document with recommended revisions

Fall 2014: Boulder Design Excellence Initiative 
Project

Jan 2015: Victor Dover makes recommendations to 
CC

March 2015: CC adopts height ordinance

Aug 2015: Guidelines update initiated with a joint 
board working group

Jan 2016: Staff & working group complete a draft of 
the



Administration
 Landmarks Board 
 Design Advisory 

Board
 Downtown 

Management 
Commission

 Planning Board



Update Process



The Working Group 
Process



Restructuring

Downtown Urban Design Guidelines 
structure

‐Introduction
‐Section 1: The Downtown Historic District
‐Section 2: The Non-Historic Area
‐Section 3: The Interface Areas
‐Section 4: Parking Facilities
‐Section 5: Commercial Signs
‐Section 6: Streetscape Improvements
‐ Appendix A: Zoning District Definitions
‐Appendix B: Design Review Check List



Usability

Condensed the 
Introduction, including the 
Design Review Process, 
Downtown Strategies, 
Application Submission 
Requirements, Land Use 
Regulations, and Basic 
Urban Design 
Considerations.



Usability



Usability



Usability



Usability



Mergers 



Mergers 
1.2  Guidelines for the preservation 

and restoration of local landmarks 
and contributing buildings
A. Preserve Original Character, Façades 

and Materials.  Wherever possible 
retain these elements through 
restoration and repair, rather than 
replacement.  If portions of the original 
material must be replaced, use a 
material similar to the original.   The 
following elements are part of the 
traditional storefront building typology 
indicative to the development of 
Downtown Boulder.  These elements 
include:
1.   Full-dimension bricks, or stone 
2.   Display window bulkheads
3.   Large storefront display windows
4.   Recessed and corner entrances
5.   Secondary entrances and detailing
6.   Storefront transom 
7.   Sign bands and storefront cornice
8.   Parapet walls, caps, and/or roof cornices
9.   Upper story vertically proportioned 

windows and/or fenestrations
10 Columns pilasters and piers



Removing Errors
The 1992 Downtown Illustrative 
Plan



Improved 
Graphics

Replaced 
cumbersome graphics, 
for example:



Improved 
Graphics

Updated 
graphic 
representing 
the historic 
building 
rhythm and 
pattern



Updated Maps



Replaced Code 
References


