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Rocky Mountain Greenway

]|

Supporting a Federal
Grant Application to
Connect Tralls to Rocky
Flats National Wildlife
Refuge

Boulder City Council
May 3, 2016



Tonight’s Purpose

- Brief overview of Rocky Mountain Greenway

- Introduction to grant application

- City of Boulder participation (OSMP)

 Process if grant funds are awarded

» Proposed conditions on City of Boulder funding
 Options for moving forward




National & Statewide Context

« Part of President Obama’s
America’s Great Outdoors
initiative introduced in 2011

» First introduced by former
U.S. Secretary of the Interior
Ken Salazar and Colorado
Governor John
Hickenlooper
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What Is the
Rocky
Mountain
Greenway?

Goal is an
uninterrupted
network of

regional trails

and transportation systems
that connects three urban
wildlife refuges with Rocky
Mountain National Park
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Feasibility Study by Federal Highways Administrtion

1-E: Crossing near
: » Rocky Flats NWR
- ] 2 == access road
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1-D: Grade
" iseparated crossing
. |near Rock Creek

4

1-B: Underpas -
e Walnut Creek

1-C: Refuge trail
connections

1-A: Overpass at
Indiana &t.

Legend

Trailhead

Transit Stop ROC ky F I atS

=== Potential Alternative Route

Planed Tall Faciy National Wildlife Refuge

Existing Trail Facility
=== Rocky Flats N\WR Trail  _. e Py Y —<r |




Grant: Connecting to Rocky Flats NWR
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OSMP Participation: Property Management

OSMP Conservation

Fee ownership Easement (CE) )

ROCKY FLATS NATI,NAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

Coalton Trail — joint
management with
BCPOS
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OSMP Participation: Resources

High-quality
grassland habitat CE: preserving scenic,
natural conditions

ROCKY FLATS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

Rock Creek —

Public health and wetlands, riparian
safety areas and known
habitat for threatened
mouse
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OSMP Participation: Visitor Experience

« Family-friendly
 Quality recreation experience for communities
along the greenway

» Balance of visitor infrastructure, resource
protection and public safety
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Refining the Grant Proposal

Rocky Mountain Greenway - Site 2 Detall
CO HWY-128 Crossing

2A: Proposed

pedestrian underpass
location

(Total cost ~ $775k)

=

2B: Proposed wildlife
crossing
enhancements
(Total cost ~ $3.5
million)

Legend

|:| Proposed Trail Crossing - Culvert Underpass
[:l Proposed Wildlife Crossing - Bottomless Culvert
~ == Planned US Fish and Wildlife Trails (FLTP)

e Existing Trails
Prebles Critical Habitat
US Fish and Wildlife

County Open Space
City Open Space

Map compiled 2/2016; N

o ®W  Inlended for planning purposes only.
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%7 Data Source: Jefferson County, GDOT, USFWS 0 025 05 1 Miles A
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If federal grant funds are awarded...

National Environmental Policy Act
Inventory and analysis of exiting conditions
Develop alternative locations and alignments
Impacts analysis, including soil sampling for
radionuclides within project area

Public process

Analysis

Decision « Is it okay to proceed?




Potential Local Funding Contributions

- City of Boulder, Boulder County, Arvada,
Westminster and Jefferson County would
contribute local match for SH 128 crossing(s)
only

- City contribution would not exceed $200,000

 Local match would leverage ~$3-4 million in
federal funds



Resolution

(
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Support for
regional trails

Support for in-
depth
environmental
analysis
Recognition of
public health
and safety
concerns

Commitment to
provide up to
$200,000 if
conditions are
met

Response
Guidelines

« Guidance to
city staff on
what to
advocate for
during
subsequent

analysis

for soil
sampling for

FLAP project
area

environmental

« Specifies need

radionuclides in

Intergovernmental
Agreement

e Local
partnerships to
structure
funding

« What happens
if conditions
are not met




Proposed Conditions on City Funding

» Not to exceed $200,000
» Support from other local partners

- Project compliance with response guidelines,
such as:
» Thorough NEPA and public process
= Satisfactory results from soil sampling
» IGA



....... fiiiiiit

JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ

Recommended motion to support FLAP
application through resolution

Motion to approve Resolution No. 1182 conditionally
supporting a federal grant application by Jefferson
County to fund planning, design and construction of up
to two underpasses and trail segments to connect
Rocky Flats National Wildlife Refuge with adjacent
City of Boulder and Boulder County trails north of
State Highway 128 and approving the
accompanying response guidelines.
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Questions?

------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Deryn Ruth Wagner, Planner 11
Open Space and Mountain Parks
wagnerd @bouldercolorado.gov




Options for City Council

Support current
FLAP application
(resolution now)

Letter of support
now; resolution
later

Reject
supporting FLAP
application
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Alternate motion to support FLAP application
through letter of support

Motion to permit Open Space and Mountain Parks
Director to issue a letter of support for a federal grant
application by Jefferson County to fund planning,
design and construction of up to two underpasses and
trail segments to connect Rocky Flats National Wildlife
Refuge with adjacent City of Boulder and Boulder
County trails north of State Highway 128, conditioned
on successful passage of a resolution following the
results of CERCLA sampling.



