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This report provides summary information and analysis related to January 2014 sales and use tax 
collections.  
 
Results are for actual sales activity through the month of January, the tax on which is received by the 
city in the subsequent month.  For clarification of any information in this report, please contact Cheryl 
Pattelli, Director of Fiscal Services, at (303)441-3246 or cpattelli@bouldercolorado.gov.   
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Pursuant to a vote in November of 2013, the tax rate changed on January 1, 2014 from 
3.41% to 3.56%.  All percentage changes included in this report have been adjusted to reflect the 
underlying sales activity and exclude the percentage change due solely to the increase in tax rate. This is 
to allow year over year comparisons from year to year over multiple years.  
 

REVENUE COMPARISONS TO COMPARABLE PERIOD IN PRIOR YEAR 
 
This report for January presents summary level sales and use tax collections.  Historically, remittances in 
January and February have been somewhat erratic and do not provide sufficient information to 
extrapolate trends for taxable tax activity later in the year.  A more detailed analysis will be included in 
the March 2013 report.    

TABLE 1 

ACTUAL SALES AND USE TAX REVENUE 
 

 
TAX CATEGORY 

% CHANGE IN 
REVENUE 

Increase/(Decrease) 

 
% OF 

TOTAL 
Sales Tax 2.83% 78.43% 
Business/Consumer Use Tax (31.94%) 8.25% 
Construction Use Tax (6.36%) 9.41% 
Motor Vehicle Use Tax 14.49% 3.91% 
Total Sales & Use Tax (1.82%) 100.00% 

 
Table 2 illustrates the extreme volatility of January revenue collections, particularly in 
business/consumer use tax and construction use tax.  

TABLE 2 
 
 Percent Increase/(Decrease) 

Category 2011 2012 2013 2014 
Retail Sales Tax 17.88% (0.57%) 3.61% 2.83% 
Business/Consumer Use Tax (incl. vehicles) (81.40%) (38.79%) 48.28% (21.74%) 
Construction Use Tax 5.29% 38.13% 90.08% (6.36%) 
Total 24.00% (10.25%) 13.96% (1.82%) 
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MEDICAL MARIJUANA RETAIL SALES TAX 
 

Retail sales tax during the month of January, 2014 totaled $86,993, up by 25.13% from that remitted 
during the comparable period in 2013.  The fact that there are multiple vendors in this category enables 
the reporting of this data.  Such reporting for recreational marijuana will not be possible until multiple 
vendors begin collecting and remitting tax. The Municipal Code prohibits providing any information that 
would identify sales by individual vendors. 
 
 

Jan 
$86,993 
25.13% 

 
RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA RETAIL SALES TAX AND EXCISE TAX 

There were no sales of recreational marijuana reported in the month of January.  We currently expect 
that a limited number of vendors will complete the licensing process and begin sales during the first 
quarter of the year.  Therefore, we will not begin reporting on activity in this category until multiple 
vendors have reported so that individual vendors will not have their sales data identified (as noted in the 
previous paragraph). 

ACCOMMODATION TAX 
Total year 2014 Accommodation Tax revenue is up by 39.24% from the same period in 2013. 
 

ADMISSIONS TAX 
Total year 2014 Admission Tax revenue is down by 22.89% from the same period in 2013. 
 

TRASH TAX 
 
Tax returns for trash tax are not remitted until the first quarter of the year is completed. 
 

MARIJUANA EXCISE TAX 
 
There were no licensed recreational grow operations operating during the January of 2014.  When tax 
collections do occur the information will be provided in a format that does not release individual vendor 
information. 
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