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Memorandum

TO: Nataly Erving, RTD 

FROM:  Natalie Stiffler, Transportation Planner II 

DATE: July 7, 2015 

SUBJECT: Justification for Additional US 36 BRT Stops on Broadway 

Background Information 
US 36 BRT will serve Broadway and 28th Street corridors with terminating points at Downtown 
Boulder Station and Boulder Junction Station at Depot Square, respectively.  

RTD has identified the stops on 28th Street to include the current Route HX stops shown below: 
1. Table Mesa Park-n-Ride
2. College
3. Sundown
4. Arapahoe
5. Canyon
6. Pearl

RTD has identified the stops on Broadway to include: 
1. Table Mesa Park-n-Ride
2. Tantra
3. Table Mesa/39th

4. Baseline
5. Euclid/16th

6. Downtown Boulder Station

City of Boulder Request 
The City of Boulder and agency partners, including CU Boulder and Boulder County, would like 
to see the following stops added to the Broadway stop list: 

• Dartmouth
• Regent/20th
• Canyon
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Justification 
The nature of US 36 BRT service transitions from highway to arterial BRT once it arrives at Table 
Mesa Park-n-Ride. Currently, between Table Mesa Park-n-Ride and Downtown Boulder Station, 
there are 15 regional stops along Broadway served by regional routes. RTD is proposing to 
reduce the number of regional stops from 15 to four. Due to high ridership activity at the 
stations along Broadway, the City of Boulder recommends that RTD include Dartmouth, 
Regent/College, and Canyon in addition to the four stops identified by RTD above. Justification 
for the inclusion of each stop is outlined below.  

Dartmouth 
Stop Spacing. The distance between the proposed stops at Table Mesa Dr. and Baseline 

is approximately 1.2 miles, a distance that is beyond comfortable walking distance for BRT 
access. Adding a stop at Dartmouth would improve the walk shed to access a BRT stop. The 
walking distance from Table Mesa Dr. to Dartmouth would be 0.4 miles and from Dartmouth to 
Baseline would be 0.8 miles. Generally, best practice for arterial BRT calls for stop spacing of 0.5 
or less. 

EcoPass Program. There are three neighborhood eco pass (NECO) programs within ½ 
mile from the Dartmouth & Broadway stop. Within those three neighborhoods there are 258 
residential units. Each unit has between 2-4 passes per household. On the conservative end, 
approximately 516 eco pass holders live within ½ mile from the Dartmouth & Broadway stop. 

Church of the Nazarene Park-n-Ride. According to the April 2015 Park-n-Ride Utilization 
Report, average daily usage for the January-March 2015 time period, was an average of 84%. 
The prior quarter, Q4 2014, was an average of 87%. This demonstrates that the Park-n-Ride 
near Dartmouth & Broadway is highly utilized and it can be inferred that those parking at this 
location are taking regional services from the Dartmouth stops. 

Employment. The Dartmouth and Broadway stop serves the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology (NIST) campus, a major employment center within the city. Total 
campus employment on a daily basis is 1,686 full or part-time workers, all of whom would 
benefit from having a BRT stop at Dartmouth.1 

SBP grant improvements. The City was awarded an RTD SBP grant for the installation of 
a bench and trash receptacle at the SB Dartmouth stop. These types of enhanced station 
amenities will provide a comfortable waiting environment at the proposed BRT stop.  

Regent/20th 
The stops at Broadway & Euclid and Regent/20th are two of the most heavily used stops along 
the Broadway corridor. These stops are the second largest boarding and alighting locations for 

1 According to the 2013 CO-Labs Economic Impact Study, NIST employed 325 full-time workers 
in FY 2012. NIST also employs about the same number of visiting researchers, students, and 
contractors. NOAA and NTIA are also located on the NIST campus. NOAA employed 867 full-
time workers in FY 2012, 24 part-time workers, and 80 student workers. NTIA employed 56 full-
time workers in FY 2012 with 9 research or contract workers. 
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CU Boulder students to access the university.. Offering a second stop with access to the CU 
Boulder campus will help distribute demand. Removing the Regent/20th stop as a regional stop 
will be detrimental to student ridership and limit access to campus.  

Boardings/Alightings. As of the January 2014 runboard, the eastbound regional 
boardings at 20th totaled 165. The westbound alightings at Regent totaled 235. These numbers 
are equal to or greater than the other RTD proposed stop locations and represent a significant 
amount of ridership along the corridor. 

Capital Improvements. The City of Boulder is planning improvements at the NB Regent 
stop to include a longer bus pad and boarding area to accommodate BRT. These improvements 
will be completed by January 2016. City of Boulder staff is in discussions with RTD regarding the 
SB stop at 20th. At this time City staff is drafting a proposed concept for an in-street stop on the 
far side of 20th.  

Canyon 
Boardings/Alightings. As of the January 2014 runboard, the eastbound regional 

boardings at Canyon totaled 173. The westbound alightings at Canyon totaled 254. These 
numbers are equal to or greater than the other RTD proposed stop locations and represent a 
significant amount of ridership along the corridor. 

Employment. There is an abundance of employment within ½ mile from the Canyon & 
Broadway stops. The City of Boulder municipal offices, the Boulder Public Library, and the 
Senior Center are all located within ½ mile from the Canyon stop. 

Stop Spacing. The distance between the last RTD proposed stop of Euclid/16th and the 
Downtown Boulder Station is approximately one mile. Including a stop at Canyon would 
improve the walk shed to access a BRT stop. 

cc: Kathleen Bracke 
Jean Sanson 


