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 street design = the whole ensemble 
 
 design excellence: range of  tools & strategies 

 
 form-based codes 
 
 architectural composition 
 
 excerpts: visuals 
 
 discuss: how it works now / how it should work 
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Rick Hall 



S e v e n  D i a l s , L o n d o n , E n g l a n d  



R o u n d a b o u t , O k e m o s , M i c h i g a n  



East 70th Street, New York 



L e x h a m  G a rd e n s , L o n d o n  





regulatory instruments 
 specific plans, special area plans? 
 form-based codes? 
 detailed architectural standards? 

 
procedures 
 “coach”-type reviews? streamlining? 
 intensified discretionary review? 
 re-arrange the reviews? 

 
culture 
 training the applicants, consultants, staff? 
 design-commission subsidies? 
 design competitions? 
 design awards programs? 



regarding 
form-based codes 



FAR 1.0 FAR 1.0 

Floor Area Ratio (FAR) vs. building height 



Conventional Zoning 



Urban Center District Code 



formbasedcodes.org 



 

A method of regulating development to achieve 
a specific urban form. Form-Based Codes 

create a predictable public realm by controlling 
physical form primarily, and land uses 

secondarily, through city or county regulations. 

  

what are form-based codes? 



development parameters 
 



form-based code 
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examples 



The Hometown District 
South Miami, FL 



South Miami, FL: Dorn Avenue, before and after 

form-based code results 



South Miami 1992 

South Miami pre-boom 



The Hometown Plan 

South Miami pre-boom 



Existing Conditions: 
Sunset Drive, next to Starbucks 



Catalyzing Reinvestment via Regulatory Reform 





Street Atlas, Street Types 



The Hometown District Overlay Ordinance 



The Regulating Plan prescribes the build-to line 



Columbia Pike 
Arlington, VA 



Columbia Pike, Arlington, VA 

form-based code results 



Columbia Pike, Arlington (VA) 

• Adopted as a optional (parallel) “overlay zone” 

• Use of this code is encouraged by density bonuses 

• Additional incentive: a streamlined approval process 



Columbia Pike, Arlington (VA) 



the form standards 



Mediterranean Village  
FBC 

Coral Gables, FL 



Table of  Contents 

1. Administration 

2. Regulating Plans 

3. Building Form Standards 

4. General Standards 

5. Architectural Standards 

6. Definitions 



Section 3-510-2 | Regulating Plans 



Section 3-510-3 | Building Form Standards 



Section 3-510-3 | Building Form Standards 



Section 3-510-4 | General Standards 

A. Intent 

B. Building Site 

C. Permitted Uses 

D. Density 

E. Mediterranean Bonus 

F. Green Building 

G. Transit 

H. Pedestrian Amenities 

I. Public Art 

J. Parking 

K. Vehicular Access to Buildings 

L. Parking Under Public Right-of-Way 

M. Bridges and Roofs Over Public Right-of-
Way  

N. Landscape 

O. Activated Rooftops 



Section 3-510-5 | Architectural Standards 
A. Intent 

B. Mediterranean Architecture 

 Classical Proportion 

Massing 

Vertical Hierarchy 

Emphasis 

Fenestration 

Windows and Doors 

Garage Openings 

Awnings, Canopies, Balconies & Cornice Lines 

Columns and Piers 

Arches 

Intercolumniation 

Arcades and Loggias 

Roofs 

Rooftop Architectural Elements 

Shopfronts and Signage 

Porches, Stoops and Garden Walls 

Materials 



Section 3-510-5 | Architectural Standards 



Section 3-510-5 | Architectural Standards 



regarding 
architectural 
composition 

 
adapted from Architectural Composition,  

John Beverley Robinson 



Individuality and Continuity 



Individuality and Continuity 

? 

over-emphasis of horizontal expression 



Individuality and Continuity 



Hierarchy and Subordination 



Hierarchy and Subordination 



Horizontal Division 



Horizontal Division 



Horizontal Division 



Proportion 



Proportion 



Similarity 



Apparent Structure 

? 
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What would help most to improve  
the quality of design in Boulder? 
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1. Add more regulations 
2. Add more discretionary review steps 
3. Promote training for architects & developers 
4. Reduce / revise regulations 
5. Promote training for review boards & staff 
6. Subsidize architectural design 
7. Promote design competitions 
8. No improvement needed 
9. Other 



regulatory instruments 
 specific plans, special area plans? 
 form-based codes? 
 detailed architectural standards? 

 
procedures 
 “coach”-type reviews? streamlining? 
 intensified discretionary review? 
 re-arrange the reviews? 

 
culture 
 training the applicants, consultants, staff? 
 design-commission subsidies? 
 design competitions? 
 design awards programs? 
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