
 
 

 

D5. University Student, Faculty, and Staff Housing  
This tool calls for an increased supply of housing for university students, faculty, and staff, both on-campus and 
off-campus. On-campus housing would be constructed on university-owned sites. Further opportunities could 
be identified to redevelop and/or rezone appropriate sites near campus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Implementation Options: 
1. Continue to work with CU to 

encourage student housing in the 
university-owned areas of North 
Boulder Creek, East Campus, and 
Williams Village.  

2. Identify areas near campus 
suitable for additional student 
housing, possibly as part of the 
BVCP 2015 Update. 

 

Goals Addressed Through 
this Tool: 
 Strengthen Our Commitments 

Maintain the Middle 
Create Diverse Housing Choices in 
Every Neighborhood 
Create 15-Minute Neighborhoods 

 Strengthen Partnerships 
Enable Aging in Place 

 

Key Issues: 

• Although the presence of CU in the community provides a broad array of 
benefits, students, faculty, and staff of CU-Boulder place significant 
demand on the city’s housing stock.  All three groups often struggle to find 
housing that they can afford in the community. 

• Student enrollment and faculty and staff numbers are expected to 
increase, and university research functions will continue to grow, creating 
more housing demand for all three groups.   

• The city’s housing program is not designed to address student housing 
needs.  Most students don’t qualify for affordable housing programs 
because they receive support from parents or other third parties and/or 
work less than 20 hours per week. 

Background: 
• In fall 2004, CU-Boulder had an enrollment of 29,756. In fall 2013, 

enrollment was 29,839 (an increase of 83 students over a decade). Over 
the same time, CU-Boulder added 418 beds. 

• CU’s Flagship 2030 Strategic Plan projects an additional 6,500 students by 
2030. The expectation is that growth will be a combination of 
undergraduate, graduate and online schools. 

• The 2011 Campus Master Plan supports the Flagship 2030 vision, 
proposing development of the East Campus (generally bounded by 30th 
Street, Colorado Avenue, Arapahoe Avenue, and Foothills Parkway) as a 
full campus with higher density building. Growth on Main Campus is 
limited in the plan, and the South Campus will continue to be reserved as a 
land bank for future generations. 

• CU currently houses approximately 27-30% of the student body and 
requires freshmen to live on campus, and is setting a goal of increasing the 
proportion of upperclassmen living on campus from 5 to 20% through the 
introduction of living-learning environments (Flagship 2030 plan). 

• With the renovation of Baker Hall, which was out of service in 2013-14, CU 
currently has 6,867 residence hall beds on campus.   

• Address data indicate that at least 67% of CU students live in Boulder.   
• The University of Colorado operates a limited Faculty Housing Assistance 

Program that offers up to 25% of purchase price or $80,000 (whichever is 
less) in the form of a down-payment assistance loan that is eligible to 
faculty selected by the university. 

• One example of off-campus housing was city-initiated land use changes—
involving rezoning and ongoing private redevelopment of the area on and 
near the 28th Street Frontage Road—which is producing hundreds of new 
units of housing, much of which serve students. 

 

Athens Court Student Model—Growing Up 
Boulder (GUB) partnered with three 3rd-grade 
classes at Whittier International Elementary 
School in fall 2013 to explore ways to improve 
Athens Court, a CU-owned housing site in need 
of renovation, flood protection, and increased 
density. Source: www.growingupboulder.org, 
accessed November 3, 2014. Photo by Lynn M. 
Lickteig 

 

http://www.colorado.edu/flagship2030/sites/default/files/attached-files/CUFlagship.pdf
http://www.colorado.edu/masterplan/plan/
http://www.cu.edu/treasurer/faculty-housing-assistance-program-0
http://www.cu.edu/treasurer/faculty-housing-assistance-program-0
http://www.growingupboulder.org/

