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CITY OF BOULDER, COLORADO 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS MEETING MINUTES 

Name of Board / Commission:  Water Resources Advisory Board 

Date of Meeting: 16 June 2014 

Contact Information of Person Preparing Minutes:  Kaaren Davis 303.441.3203 

Board Members Present: Vicki Scharnhorst, Dan Johnson,  Mark Squillace, Lesley Smith 
Board Members Absent: Ed Clancy  
Staff Present:   Jeff Arthur, Director of Public Works for Utilities 
                          Bob Harberg, Principal Engineer - Utilities  
                          Cole Sigmon, Process Optimization Specialist 
                          Douglas Sullivan, Engineering Project Manager 
                          Chris Douville, Wastewater Treatment Manager 
                          Bret Linenfelser, Water Quality and Environmental Services Manager 
                          Tom Settle, Water Treatment Manager 
                          Ken Baird, Utilities Financial Manager 
                          Kaaren Davis, Board Secretary  

Meeting Type:  Regular  

Agenda Item 1 – Call to Order                                                                                                 [7:00 p.m.] 

Agenda Item 2 – Approval of the 24 February, 17 March and 21 April 2014 Meeting Minutes:               
                                                                                                                                                      [7:01 pm] 
19 May minutes: Motion to approve minutes from May 19th as amended. Moved by: Johnson Seconded 
by: Squillace 
Vote: 4:0 
 
Agenda Item 3 – Public Participation and Comment                                                            [7:03 p.m.]  
Public Comment:  
 

 Cory Robinson: of Frasier Meadows. Experienced sewage overflow during flood. Neighbor 
informs him that that situation has occurred 4 times in 40 years. Money is hard to come by, but 
this is an ongoing emergency situation. Corrective action and money need to be applied sooner 
rather than later. 

 
 Bill Hayes:  of Frasier Meadows. Licensed professional engineer. Does have some knowledge of 

water control. Had his sewer line scoped and cleaned when he bought his house. The line backed 
up six days later. City Risk Management representative claimed that stormwater could not enter 
the sanitary sewer system. Demonstrated to her that she was in error. Have had sanitary sewer 
backup several times. 5.5 feet of sewage with flood event. This is an ongoing public health issue. 
Funding is available now with HUD and similar programs. Take advantage of it.  
 

 Mallory Kates: Frasier meadows. Also had over 5 feet of sewage in her basement during the 
flood event. Has been to the WRAB meetings for several months now. Consultants give the 
impression that Council knows about the problem and that Council is listening carefully to the 
WRAB’s input. She spoke to a Council member recently who had no knowledge of the Frasier 
Meadows situation. The Council member said he could not stay on top of everything. This is a 
serious and urgent situation. He should be ashamed of himself. WRAB should be feeling foolish 
and taken advantage of. Not in the mood to play nice anymore.  

 
Board follow up: 
 
Agenda Item 4 – Public hearing and WRAB recommendation on the 2015-2020 Capital 
Improvements Program (CIP)                                                                                                 [7:13 p.m.] 
 
Jeff Arthur, Ken Baird, Bob Harberg and Douglas Sullivan presented the item to the board which included 
a PowerPoint presentation. 
 



WRAB Minutes 
16 June 2014 

Page No. 2 

Executive Summary from the Packet Materials: 
  
 As part of the city’s annual budget process, the Utilities Division develops a six-year planning budget, this 
year for the time period of 2015 through 2020. Utilities staff has formulated revenue and expenditure 
projections for each of the three utility funds through the year 2020. Within the budget process, council 
approves and appropriates funds only for the first year, 2015.  
In order to better integrate data and public feedback related to the flood into the 2015-2020 CIP discussion, 
staff presented “previews” of the Water, Wastewater, and Stormwater/Flood Management Utility Capital 
Improvement Programs at the January, February, and March WRAB meetings. The April meeting provided 
an opportunity for the WRAB to discuss a “preliminary draft” of the CIP. WRAB members indicated 
general support for the preliminary CIP for both the Water and Stormwater/Flood funds, but requested that 
additional information regarding the wastewater collection system be provided at the May meeting.  
At the May 19 meeting, staff provided detailed information regarding the wastewater collection system 
condition assessment, newly identified corrosion issues in the city’s interceptor sewer, and a plan for 
system rehabilitation based on a 10% revenue increase in 2015 followed by 7% increases in both 2016 and 
2017, and a 10% increase in 2018. The proposal maintained a competitive rate position for the city relative 
to other front range cities, but raised concerns from the public and some board members due to an 
approximately 45-year timeframe required to fully rehabilitate or replace aging vitrified clay and concrete 
pipes and the lack of immediate investment in projects identified in the 2009 Wastewater Collection 
System Master Plan. Board members expressed an interest in better understanding a level of investment 
that would appropriately address existing and future issues with infiltration, inflow, and structural integrity 
while avoiding unnecessary rehabilitation of pipes well ahead of the end of their useful lives.  
This memorandum includes both the wastewater collection system rehabilitation approach based on the 
revenue increase scenario presented in May and a new scenario that would target a 20 year planning 
horizon for system rehabilitation and expedite implementation of recommended master plan improvements. 
The new scenario would require a 25% revenue increase in 2015, but would allow for smaller increases in 
subsequent years than was proposed with the original 10% scenario. Staff is recommending that WRAB 
support the CIP proposal based on the 25% revenue increase scenario.  
This packet contains information concerning the Preliminary 2015 Utilities Budget and the 2015-2020 
Utilities CIP. Attachment A contains Fund Financial and CIP spreadsheets for the Water, Wastewater, and 
Stormwater/Flood Management Funds and includes the 25% revenue increase scenario in the Wastewater 
Fund. Similarly, Attachment B contains Fund Financial and CIP spreadsheets for the three funds, but 
includes the 10% revenue increase scenario in the Wastewater Fund.  
Staff requests a recommendation from the WRAB concerning the 2015 Utilities Budget including the 6-
year Capital Improvement Program (CIP) and Monthly Utility Rates. Staff will submit the CIP to the 
Planning Board which will make a recommendation to City Council on July 31. City Council study 
sessions are scheduled for August 12, 2014 concerning the proposed city-wide 2015-2020 CIP and on 
September 9 and September 23 on the recommended 2015 city-wide budget.  
 
Public Comment: 

 Patricia Multhaaf: Frasier Meadows. Encourage the WRAB to speed up the process. People in 
the neighborhood have been suffering for years due to lack of maintenance, etc. Serious damage 
has been done. Understands that Boulder Creek is an issue, but what happened in Frasier 
Meadows was due to lack of maintenance, not flooding in Boulder Creek. In a city like Boulder 
which emphasizes infrastructure for Bike Paths, Open Space etc, due consideration needs to be 
given to maintenance of the existing systems. 

 Roger Kaenig: University- Gregory Creek Improvement Organization. Use of CIP funds that 
have been gained from his community’s participation. Community meeting Thursday said hire 
C2HMHill for study, but no plan to file for map revision which is key step to seek funding from 
FEMA, urban flood control district and other similar organizations. Urge WRAB to provide 
guidance to staff and Council to have a new study done and use funds appropriately for re-
mapping.  

 Carl Norby (Using pooled time from Cam Oetting and Robert Pressey Techapps): Funding 
has been intensively discussed since the flood event. The WRAB has expressed a preference to 
stay in the middle range of the Front Range city rates. For a community having the number one 
flood rate risk, it seems that perhaps middle of the pack funding is not the best plan. A better way 
to do it is to assess the need, rather than the comfort of the Board.  On a different topic, most of 
the flooding in his neighborhood was from Bear Creek around land owned by CU. Have any of the 
board members walked this area? If anyone had they would understand what the public has been 
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talking about. It is a disaster waiting to happen. Water was 5.5 feet deep in the underpass under 
US 36. The Bear Creek is not that deep. Greenways department loves trees in the stream at low 
flow. Not good sense for flood mitigation.  

 Mallory Kates: We all know the problems we are talking about have existed for decades. There 
have been other well intentioned people hearing this. Is there any historical evidence that Council 
listens to the WRAB or its consultants. Council is not listening. Neighbors must get together to 
make Council listen. Must get more aggressive with Council  

 
 
WRAB Discussion Included:   

 Discussion indicating that the WRAB found the prioritization of the CIP to be sound.  
 Discussion regarding timelines and costs associated with specific projects such as: Sanitary Sewer 

Line Rehabilitation, Carter Lake Pipeline, Lakewood Pipeline.  
 Discussion of the proposed commercial rate increases including discussion of stakeholder outreach 

which has been done.   
 General discussion on rate increases, including the information that the proposed increases are 

projected to be adequate to address essential projects (such as sanitary sewerline rehabilitation and 
replacement) in a much shorter time frame than would previously have been possible. 

 Flood repair and recovery issues were discussed. Including: costs for flood repairs, funding 
strategies and redistributions to meet those costs, and potential for recovery of funds from FEMA. 
Prioritization of work on major drainageways was also discussed.  

 Discussion on annexation related water system expansion.  
 Discussion on the need for continued community outreach and cycling of information back to the 

WRAB during the rate increase proposal process.  
 
Motion: The Water Resources Advisory Board recommends approval of the 2015-2020 CIP for the 
Water, Wastewater, and Stormwater/Flood Management Utilities proposed in Attachment A 
including proposed rate adjustments to support 2015 revenue increases of 5% in the water utility, 
25% in the wastewater utility, and 71% in the stormwater and flood control utility. 
 
Motion by:  Squillace, Seconded by: Johnson 
Vote: 4-0 Motion Passes 
Agenda Item 5 – Matters                                                                                                          [8:38 p.m.] 
 
From the Board: 
Board member Smith brought up: 

 Pilot intern program to bring college students in to help with research. Took tours of City facilities 
with students. Staff did a great job answering student questions.  

From Staff:                                                                                                                                 [8:40 p.m.] 
 None 

Agenda Item 6 – Discussion on Future Schedule                                                                   [8:40 p.m.]    
Next three meetings are flood study. July or August, South Boulder Creek Mitigation Study. July- Bear 
Canyon Creek, Harrison Avenue Levy and Boulder Slough. August- Twomile, Upper Goose Creek, Skunk, 
Bluebell and King’s Gulch.  
Agenda Item 7 – Adjournment                                                                                                [8:50 p.m.]    
There being no further business to come before the Board at this time, by motion regularly adopted, the 
meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
Motion to adjourn by: Squillace; Seconded by: Smith 
Motion Passes 4:0  
Date, Time, and Location of Next Meeting: 
The next WRAB meeting will be Monday, 21 July 2014 at 7:00 p.m., in the Municipal Service Center 
Conference Room; 5050 E. Pearl unless directed by staff or the board.  

 
APPROVED BY:      ATTESTED BY: 
 
_________________________________   ___________________________________ 
Board Chair      Board Secretary 
 
_________________________________   ___________________________________ 
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Date       Date 
 
 

An audio recording of the full meeting for which these minutes are a summary, is available on the Water 
Resources Advisory Board web page. 


