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CITY OF BOULDER, COLORADO 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS MEETING MINUTES 

Name of Board / Commission:  Water Resources Advisory Board 

Date of Meeting: 22 February 2016 

Contact Information of Person Preparing Minutes:  Rene Lopez 303-413-7149 
Board Members Present: Vicki Scharnhorst, Dan Johnson, Mark Squillace, Lesley Smith, Mike Barnes 
Board Members Absent: None 
Staff Present:     Jeff Arthur, Director of Public Works for Utilities  
                             Bob Eichem, Chief Financial Officer for the City of Boulder 
                             Milford John-Williams, Budget Analyst  
                             Bret Linenfelser, Water Quality and Environmental Services Manager 

Ken Baird, Utilities Financial Manager 
Annie Noble, Acting Principle Engineer for Flood and Greenways 

                             Rene Lopez, Board Secretary 
 
Consultants Present:    None                          
Meeting Type:  Regular  
Agenda Item 1 – Call to Order                                                                                               [7:00 p.m.] 
Agenda Item 2 – Approval of the 25 January 2016 Meeting Minutes                                [7:01 p.m.]                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Motion to approve minutes from 25 January 2016 as amended. 
Moved by: Squillace Seconded by: Smith 
Vote: 5:0 
Agenda Item 3 – Public Participation and Comment                                                          [7:13 p.m.]  
Public Comment:  
 
Carl Norby – Continuation of this presentation from last month about the use of a backflow preventer. Mr. 
Norby believe this city should still not be recommending this product.  
 
Catherine Long Gates –Monthly stormwater bill for her agricultural property is in excess of $400 a month.   
An agricultural tenant that leases a portion of the property is paying $600 a month.  Fee is not consistent 
with impacts.  Requesting relief from the city.  
 
Agenda Item 4 – Information Item – Utility Financing                                                      [7:13 p.m.] 
 
Ken Baird and Bob Eichem presented this item.  
 
Executive Summary from the Packet Materials: 
 
This memo serves as a brief introduction to the presentation at the February 22, 2016 meeting which will 
give an overview of financing of the Water, Wastewater, and Stormwater/Flood Management Utilities. This 
presentation is being provided as context as WRAB prepares to make recommendations on items such as 
the annual Capital Improvement Program (CIP) and the upcoming rate study. The following areas will be 
discussed:  
Enterprise Funds: Each of the three utilities operates as a separate enterprise, which was defined in the 
Colorado constitution through the Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights (TABOR) passed by Colorado voters in 1992. 
TABOR defines an enterprise as “a government-owned business authorized to issue its own revenue bonds 
and receiving under 10% of annual revenue in grants from all Colorado state and local governments 
combined.” In any given fiscal year, no more than 10% of revenues can come from state and local grants, 
which includes utility funding provided by the state or a district - such as the Urban Drainage Flood 
Control District. This also includes any City of Boulder tax revenues, and currently the enterprises receive 
no subsidy from other City funds. It is also important to note that Federal grants do not count towards the 
10% rule.  
Bonding: Each utility has current and future anticipated debt to finance large capital projects. The February 
WRAB presentation will include discussion on the process for issuing debt and considerations when 
deciding to bond. An important part of the process is getting the debt issue rated, and the City does this 
through Standard & Poor’s and Moody’s, which rated the most recent utility bonds as AAA and Aa1, 
respectively.  
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Grants and Other Funding Options: Because of more attention on funding for flood projects following the 
Sept. 2013 flood event, there has been interest in other ways to fund these improvements, including grants 
or special districts. The presentation will include information about grant funding, and funding for utilities 
through other methods.      
 
Current Utilities Financial Picture: A general overview will be provided of the current state of the three 
utilities, with information on future anticipated bonds and rate increases.        
                    
WRAB Discussion Included: 

• Questions regarding the maximum amount of bonds the city can have 
• Comments regarding the debt service coverage ratio 
• Comments regarding how other city services are funded 
• Questions regarding cost of issuance of bonds 
• Comments regarding other revenue generating sources 

 
Agenda Item 5 - Matters from Staff:                                                                                     [8:28 p.m.]  

o Information item – rate study 
 Stormwater fee’s and equity upon all customer classes 
 Questions regarding the high rates for businesses 
 Requests for transparency in the scope of work 

o Home resiliency grant 
o Water main breaks 
o Fluoride levels were lowered 
o Farmers ditch; restoring capacity. Tree removal issues from residents 

Agenda Item 6 – Matters from Board:                                                                                  [8:35 p.m.]  
• WRAB Operating Agreements/Roles 

o Agreed as amended 
• Greenways advisory committee designee from WRAB after Vicki’s departure will be Leslie 

Smith 
Agenda Item 7 – Future Schedule                                                                                         [9:15 p.m.]   
Request to possibly change the May meeting date; schedule will be finalized after the new member starts in 
April. 
March open house with CIP stations. Meeting held at normal time and convened after the open house. 
Adjournment                                                                                                                            [9:29p.m.]    
There being no further business to come before the Board at this time, by motion regularly adopted, the 
meeting was adjourned at 9:29 p.m. 
Motion to adjourn by: Smith Seconded by: Squillace 
Motion Passes 5:0  
Date, Time, and Location of Next Meeting: 
The next WRAB meeting will be Monday, March 28th  2016 at 7:00 p.m., at the City's Municipal 
Services Center, 5050 East Pearl St., Boulder, CO 80301 

 
APPROVED BY:      ATTESTED BY: 
_______________________________   __________________________________ 
Board Chair      Board Secretary 
_____________________________                 ___________________________________ 
Date         Date 
 
An audio recording of the full meeting for which these minutes are a summary, is available on the Water 
Resources Advisory Board web page.  
https://bouldercolorado.gov/boards-commissions/water-resources-advisory-board-next-meeting-agenda-and-packet 
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