
Working Group: Business Recycling & Composting Ordinances 
 
Goals: Increase business recycling and composting rates; reduce greenhouse gas emissions; find the sweet spot for minimizing the costs to 
businesses and maximizing diversion.  
 
Purpose of Working Group: The ZW Business working group will advise city staff on zero waste ordinance options to bring back to Council. This 
group will also discuss what is valuable to the Boulder business community in terms of zero waste services offered by the city and its partners. 
Analysis coming out of this working group will determine the expected portion of the community’s 85 percent waste diversion goal that can be 
expected to result from business recycling and composting regulations. 
 

Key Questions/Issues 

• How can the city structure zero waste ordinances work with current business practices? 
• What types of training and resources will best support businesses to comply with these future requirements? 
• What types of incentives would be most helpful in the long term and who is best poised to provide them?  
• How much of the business waste stream can be diverted through new recycling and composting regulations and 

what future services should the city and its partners consider in order to reach the community’s 85 percent 
diversion goal? 

Desired Skills or 
Representation  

• Building owners, property managers, and large business tenants 
• Property managers, including residential rental property owners 
• Restaurant Association/Grocers Association representation 
• Restaurant owners 
• Retail business owners  
• Office businesses 
• Service/repair shops 
• Business organizations  
• Partner representatives working on business waste services  

Timeframe and Format • Four to five meetings (~2 hours in length) to be held between October 2014 and January 2015 



Working Group: Business Recycling & Composting Ordinances 

Tasks & Analysis  

Meeting #1: 
1) Develop knowledge base around existing waste systems in Boulder and national best practices 
2) View videos of zero waste business champions 
3) Educate the group about various zero waste service offerings 
4) Identify existing ZW services are most valuable to the Boulder business community 
5) Identify new zero waste services that could be offered by the city or its partners 

 
Meeting #2: 
1) Discuss options for zero waste regulations 

a) Composting 
b) Recycling 
c) Multi-family residential recycling and composting 
d) Others? 
 

Meeting #3: 
1) Discuss options for Phasing/Timing: Which businesses should be affected and when? How should the 

requirements and enforcement be phased in over time? 
2) Discuss options for business processes to trigger compliance for any requirements 
3) Discuss options for enforcement for any requirements 

 

Deliverables/ 
Milestones 

• Menu of options with recommendations for business recycling and composting requirements 
• Summary of desired zero waste services, assistance and partnerships 
• Analyses re: portion of the 85 percent goal that can be addressed by regulations 

 


