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Executive Summary

& 2005 Nafional Rasaaxch Canfar, Inc.

Survey Background

* The City of Boulder contracted with National Research Center, Inc. to conduct a
community wide survey about Parks and Recreation. The Boulder Parks and
Recreation Survey provided residents the opportunity to provide feedback about
which parks and recreation services are most valued. These priorities will provide
a foundation for the Parks and Recreation Master Plan update, which is
scheduled to be completed by the end of 2005.

Survey Adrmirnistration

* Twelve hundred randomly selected Boulder households were mailed the 2005
City of Boulder Parks and Recreation Survey. Of the 1,092 eligible households
who received the survey, 402 responded to the mailed questionnaire, giving a
response rate of 37%.

* Survey results were weighted so that respondent age, gender and tenure were
represented in the proportions reflective of the entire City. The margin of error is
plus or minus five percentage points around any given percentage point.

Boulder Is An Active Community

» Virtually all respondents had walked (98%) or exercised (94%) within the last
year. About 90% had ran or jogged (91%) or bicycled (89%) within the last year.

*  Over half had “dropped-in” for exercise (53%) or participated in a fitness
class (51%).

* Activities that usually take place at parks or lakes were also quite popular; among
respondent households, 86% had relaxed (e.g., read a book, picnicked, played
games or catch on the grass), 63% had swam, fished, relaxed or had a social event
at a reservoir or lake, 47% had used a group shelter or picnic area (for group
event), and 43% had played at a playground.

* Other popular activities, engaged in by over 20% of respondent households were:

- Used an indoor swimming pool for 'open swim' (drop-in), 44%

- Used an outdoor swimming pool for 'open swim' (drop-in), 42%

- Played field sports (e.g., soccer, football, rugby, field hockey, lacrosse, Ultimate
Frisbee), 36%

- Played court sports or took lessons (e.g., basketball, volleyball, tennis), 31%

- TPlayed golf or took golf lessons, 22%

- Went non-motorized boating on a reservoir or lake (including sailing,
canoeing, windsurfing, etc.), 21%

- Used an indoor swimming pool for swim lessons or water exercise classes, 21%

Draft Report of Results
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Residents Place a High Value on the Mission of Parks and Recreation

= All the purposes of parks and recreation presented on the survey were rated as
“essential” or “very valuable” by 85% or more of respondents.

= However, respondents placed the highest value on children and teens, with 94%
rating providing recreational opportunities for children as “essential” or “very
valuable” and 93% rating providing recreational opportunities for teens as
“essential” or “very valuable.”

* Helping to maintain and improve the physical health of the community was rated
as “essential” or “very valuable” by 89% of respondents, as was providing
recreational opportunities for adults, and providing recreational opportunities for
members of the community with disabilities.

* Providing recreational opportunities for low-income members of the community
was rated as “essential” or “wery valuable” by 88% of respondents while
providing recreational opportunities for older adults (seniors) was rated as
“essential” or “very valuable” by 87% of respondents.

* The lowest-rated purpose, although one still deemed at least “very valuable” by a
large majority (85%) of respondents, was maintaining and improving the mental
well-being of the community.

Residents Prioritize Maintaining Existing Parks and Recreation Infrastructure
Over the Development of New

= Much of the survey was devoted to gauging resident priorities for Parks and
Recreation.

* Those completing the survey were asked to rate the importance of various
(sometimes competing) goals the Parks and Recreation Department could
prioritize. Among that list, maintenance and renovation of existing parks was
rated by the highest proportion of respondents as “essential” or “very important”
(B7%).

* The next top priorities were to keep the recreation facilities open for as many
hours as possible (81%) and to keep admission and pass fees at current levels
(75%). Maintenance of the athletic fields was next, at 70%.

= Lower on the list for respondents was developing existing vacant parks (57%),
and lower yet was acquisition of new parks (48%) or development of new athletic
fields (26%).

Drait Report of Results
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Programs and Facilities to Support Fitness and Sports Are Given High
Priority
* The three recreation centers were all rated as “essential” or “very valuable” to the
community by close to 90% of respondents.

* The outdoor swimming pools were given the next priority; both Spruce Pool and
Scott Carpenter Pool were considered “essential” or “very valuable” by 76% of

respondents.

= Swimming activities at the Boulder Reservoir were considered “essential” or
“very valuable” by 66% of respondents, while the boating activities at the
Reservoir were deemed so by 58% of respondents.

= The Pottery Lab was last on the list, but was felt to be “essential” or “very
valuable” by a slight majority (51%) of respondents.

* When asked about activities sponsored by Parks and Recreation, a similar pattern
was observed. Wellness/ fitness activities were considered “essential” or “very
valuable” 81% of respondents, followed by aquatics at 74% of respondents.
Sports teams were rated as “essential” or “very valuable” by 66% of respondents.

= Performing arts and visual arts were also considered important, but by fewer
respondents; these activities were rated “essential” or “very valuable” by 58%
and 59% of respondents, respectively.

* Gymnastics and golf were the other activities included on the survey; 31% felt
gymnastics was “essential” or “very valuable” while 28% felt so about golf.

Highest Priority for Potential Parks Development Projects Given to Existing
Vacant Sites

* Respondents prioritized development of existing vacant sites over the
development of new multi-purpose fields or over an 18-hole disc golf course.

* In particular, the development of vacant neighborhood park sites and vacant
pocket park sites were most highly desired, with 71% and 66% rating each as
“essential” or “very important.”

* Development of the existing incomplete Community Parks was next on the list for
respondents, with 57% feeling it was “essential” or “very important” to develop
the East Boulder Community Park and 51% feeling so about the Foothills
Community Park.

* About 2 in 5 respondents believed it was “essential” or “very important” to
develop more multi-purpose fields, while only 1 in 5 considered it “essential” or
“very important” to develop an 18-hole disc golf course.

Draft Report of Results
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Survey Results

Background

The City of Boulder contracted with National Research Center, Inc. to conduct a
community wide survey about Parks and Recreation. In addition to determining the
extent to which residents engage in various recreational activities, the Boulder Parks
and Recreation Survey provided residents the opportunity to provide feedback about
which parks and recreation services are most valued. These priorities will be one of the
important sources of information used for the Parks and Recreation Master Plan update,
which is scheduled to be completed by the end of 2005.

Survey Administration

A sample of 1,200 households within the Boulder area (from zip codes 80301 to 80310)
was selected to participate in the survey using a siratified, systematic sampling method.
Attached housing units were over-sampled to compensate for detached housing unit
residents’ tendency to return surveys at a higher rate.

Following the mailing of a pre-survey notification postcard to these households,
surveys were mailed to the same residences approximately one week later. A reminder
letter and a new survey were sent to the same households after two weeks. Of the
mailed posteards, about 9% were undeliverable due to vacant or “not found” addresses.
Of the 1,092 households receiving a survey, 402 completed and returned it, providing a
response rate of 37%. This is a good response rate; in general, response rates obtained
on mailed resident surveys range from 25% to 40%.

Survey results were weighted so that respondent age, gender and tenure were
represented in the proportions reflective of the entire city. The data were then analyzed
by National Research Center, Inc. staff using the Statistical Package for the Social
Sciences (SP'SS).

1t is customary to describe the precision of estimates made from surveys by a “level of
confidence” {or margin of error). The 95 percent confidence level for the survey is
generally no greater than plus or minus five percentage points around any given
percent reported for the entire sample (402 completed surveys).

More information about the survey methodology can be found in Appendix V: Survey
Methodology; a copy of the survey materials can be found in Appendix VI: Survey
Instrument and Mailing Materials.

Drait Repart of Results
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Boulder Resident Engagement in Recreational Activities
Those compleling the questionnaire were presented with a number of activities and
asked whether they themselves or anyone in their household had participated in those
activities in the past year. The first set of items presented were those that can be done
almost anywhere. Survey respondents were asked whether their household had done
these activities on city paths, streets or sidewalks; at a City of Boulder park or recreation
facility; in Open Space and Mountain Parks; or at another park or facility not owned or
operated by the City of Boulder.

The Boulder community is quite an active one, and at least 60% of respondents reported
doing each of the activities on a city path, streel or sidewalk in the past vear., while
typically fewer reported doing each of the activities at a City of Boulder park or facility,
Boulder Open Space or Mountain Parks or at another park or facility (see Figure 1:
Parlicipation in Activities). Activities conducted at a City of Boulder park or facility by
about two-thirds of respondents in the last year were exercising a pet(s) and bicvcling.
About three-quarters of respondents reported relaxing at a Boulder open space area or
mountain park area. A similar percentage of respondents said that they exercised a pet
al another park or facility and two-thirds mentioned bicveling at another park or facility
in the past year. The proportion of respondents engaging in any of these activities at
any location is shown in Figure 14: Participation at Any Facility in Appendix I1.
Engagement in Activities.

Figure 1: Participation in Activities
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Just over half of respondents (53%) reported that they had swam, fished, relaxed or had
a social event at a Boulder reservoir or lake in the last year, while 40% reported doing
these activities at another park or facility. About a third of households surveyed had a
City of Boulder indoor pool and an outdoor pool for ‘open swim.” Between 12% and
15% of households had used indoor or outdoor pools for swim lessons or exercise
classes. About one in ten of respondent households reported using the Boulder
Reservoir for motorized boating; a similar number had boated on other lakes or
reservoirs. Non-motorized boating was somewhat more likely to be done outside of

Boulder; 10% of households had done so in Boulder, while 17% had done so outside the
city.

Figure 2: Use of Parks and Facilities for Swimming and Boating Activities

Swam, fished, relaxed or had & social event at a reservoir or
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Used an indoor swimming pool for 'open swim' {drop-in}

Used an outdoor swimming pool for ‘open swim' {drop-in}
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Used an outdoor swimming pool for swim lessons or waler
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Went non-motorized boating on a reservoir of lake (including
sailing, canoeing, windsurfing, etc.)

Went motorized beating on a resenvoir of lake (including
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About one-third of respondent households reported playing field sports (e.g., soccer,
football, rugby, field hockey, lacrosse, Ultimate Frisbee) at a Boulder park or facility and
about one-quarter played field sports at another park or facility within the past vear.
About one in four respondents reported they or other household members had played
court sports or taken lessons at a City of Boulder facility; likewise about one in four had
done so at a facility not owned by the City of Boulder.

Disc golf had been played by about one in 10 (12%) respondent households at a City of
Boulder course; another 10% had played outside of Boulder. About 11% of houscholds
responding to the survey had adult members who participated on a City of Boulder
sports team, while 15% had done so on a team sponsored by an entity other than the
City of Boulder. The proportion of households which reported playing baseball,
playing softball, participating on a children’s or teen’s sports team, or playing hockey or
taking lessons ranged from 3% to 7%. (A few reported playing hockey or taking lessons
at a City of Boulder facility, these respondents may be confused about what facilities
belong to the City as the City does not operate any ice rinks.)

Figure 3: Use of Parks and Facilities for to Play Sports or Participate on Sports Teams

Played field sporls {e.g., soccer, football, rugby, field hockey,
lacrosse, Ultimate Frishee}
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playground or used a group shelter or picnic area (for a group event) in the last 12
months, while fewer (about a quarter) reported doing these activities at another park or
facility. About a third said that they had ‘dropped-in’ for exercise (weights, exercise,
machines, etc.) at a Boulder park of facility in the past year, while 42% reported
‘dropping-in’ for exercise at another facility. Fourteen percent of respondents said that
lhey went ice—skating for exercise or recreation at a non—City of Boulder facility,
although 9% said they had gone to a City of Boulder facility, which is surprising, since
the City does not operate an ice rink. Respondents may have been using the ice arena
on the University of Colorado campus.

About 7% of respendent households had used a skatepark in Boulder within the last

in Boulder, and 6% had used one elsewhere. Five percent of respondents had gardened
in one of the Boulder Community Gardens. About 1% of respondent households had
“dropped-in” to use the Pottery Lab.

Figure 4: Use of Parks and Facilities for Exercise and Leisure Activities

41%
Played at a playground

Used a group shelter or picnic area {for group event)

"Dropped-in' for exercise (weighls, exercise, machines, etc.)
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As with drop-in fitness activities, respondents were more likely to have participated in
a fitness class at a facility other than those operated by the City of Boulder (38%), but
about a third (31%) had used a City of Boulder facility. Nearly 2 in 10 participant
households had played golf or taken golf lessons at the City's golf course or at another
course. About one in 10 households had participated in an adult arts or recreation class,
and nearly the same proportion (8%) had participated in a children’s arts or recreation
class. About 3% had taken a teen arts or recreation class, and 3% had taken a pottery
class. About 1% had taken figure skating lessons.

Figure 5: Use of Parks and Facilities for Classes and Lessons

s
3%

Participated in a filness class
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weight training, ete.)
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Value Placed on Aspects of the City Recreation Programs and Facilities Tuble §: Vel it Bacisakbon g i Fachiics
Much of th q ted to hothag t 1 d th - d City recreation programs and facilities serve various
uch of the survey was devote gaug]r)lg importance placed on the services an purposes within a community, some of which are
facilities provided by the City of Boulder Parks and Recreation Department. listed below. Please rate how valuable, if at all, you Very Somewhat  Notatall
Respondents were asked to prioritize among the various activities or objectives the believe each purpose is to the Boulder ity. Essential _valuabl luabl luable  Total
Department could offer or pursue. Providing recreational opportunities for children 8% 25% 5% 2% 100%
. : — Providing recreational cpportunities for teens 63% 0% 5% 1% 100%
Value Placed on the Purposes for City Recreation Programs and Facilities Helping to maintain and improve the physical health of the
The survey explained that City recreation programs and facilities serve various community 58% 0% 9% 3% 100%
purposes within a community. Respondents were than asked to rate how valuable, if at Helpirg to maintain and improve the mental wel-being of
all, various purposes of recreation programs and facilities were to the Boulder the c.ol.nmundy _ N _ 56% 2% "% 4% 100%
community. Few respondents (less than 5%) thought that any of the purposes were S"r:r':;'g;g gcmia‘c‘:r““arhoﬁﬁ“m”“e"’ e low-kicarme - i o 14 [0
5 T mmune i i
“not at all valuable.” At least half felt that each purpose was “essential” and 85% or = : — : -
th ht that h £l o luable.” Within this Providing recreational opportunities for members of the
more thoug, ateach purpaskwas atieast- very-valiable. ) Ee N community with disabilities 55% 34% 10% 2% 100%
range, the purposes deemed most important were providing recreational opportunities Providing recreational opportunities for
for children and for teens; 93% felt these were “essential” or “very valuable.” older adults (seniors) 54% 34% 1% 1% | 100%
Maintaining and improving the mental well-being of the community received the Providing recreational cpporlunities for adults 51% 38% 9% 3%  100%
lowest ratings, but was still very high with 85% of those completing the survey
considering this goal to be “essential” or “very valuable.”
Figure 6: Value of Purposes for Recreation Programs and Facilities
Providing recreational opportunilies for children
Providing recreational epporiunities for teens
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community with disabiliies
Providing recreational opportunifies for low-income members
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Value Placed on Farks and Recreation Department Facilities and Activities
When asked how valuable, if at all, the major facilities operated by the Parks and
Recreation Department were to the community, a majority felt that each of the listed
items were at least “very valuable.” The three recreation centers (North Boulder
Recreation Center at 3170 Broadway, the East Boulder Community Center at 5560 Sioux
Dr. and the South Boulder Recreation Center at 1360 Gillaspie Dr.) were rated
“essential” or “very valuable” by close to 90% of respondents. The two outdoor pools
(Scott Carpenter Pool at 30th and Arapahoe and Spruce Pool at 2102 Spruce 5t.) were
regarded as “essential” of “very valuable” by three-gquarters of respondents. Swimming
activities at Boulder Reservoir was considered “essential” or “very valuable” by about
two-thirds of survey participants, while the boating activities were deemed so by 58%
of respondents. Just over half of those completing the questionnaire felt the Pottery Lab
(at 1010 Aurora) was “essential” or “very valuable.”

Figure 7: Value of Recreation Facilities or Activities

Sauth Boulder Recreation
Center {1360 Gillaspie Dr.}

East Boulder Community
Center {5560 Sioux Dr.)

North Boulder Recreation

Center {3170 Broadway)
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30th 51, 30th and Arapahoe}

Swimming activiies at
Boulder Reservair

| 88t

| 87%

| 87%

| 76%

Boating aclivities at Soulder
Reservoir

Fottery Lab (1010 Aurcra)
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OVery valuable

B Essential
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Table 2: Value of Recreation Facilities or Activities

How valuable, if at all, do you believe each of

the following facilities or activities is to the Very Somewhat Mot at all
community? Essential valuable valuable waluable Total
Morth Boukder Recreation Center

{3170 Breadway) 45% 42% 1% 1% | 100%
East Boulder Community Center

{5560 Sioux Dr.) 44%: 43% 12% 1% | 100%
South Boulder Recreation Center

(1360 Gillaspie Dr.) 43% 45% 12% 1%  100%
Scott Carpenter Pool

(1505 30th St., 30th and Arapahoe} 3% 44% 22% 2% 100%
Spruce Poal

{2102 Spruce St.) 28% 48% 22% 2% 100%
Swimming activilies

at Boulder Resarvoir 25% 41% 3% 3% 100%
Boating activities

at Boulder Resarvoir 19% 8% 3% 8% 100%
Pottery Lab

{1010 Aurora) 7% 34% 41% &% 100%
Draft Report of Results
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Importance of Parks and Recreation Department Activities

Respondents were asked to rate how important to the community, if at all, it is that the
City of Boulder Parks and Recreation Department provide a list of various activities,
then rank which two types of activities should be given the highest priority. The listed
activities given the highest importance ratings were wellness/ fitness activities (81%
rating as “essential” or “very important”) and aquatics (74%). The activities in the next
tier of importance, considered “essential” or “very important” by just under two-thirds
of respondents, were sports teams and lessons (66%), wisual arts (59%) and performing
arts (58%). Gymnastics (31%) and golf (28%) were rated as less important when
compared to other listed activities, and were considered “essential” or “very important”
by less than a third of survey participants.

Figure 8: Importance of Activities

Wellness/filness (e g., weight lraining, aerobics, yoga, elc.)

Aguatics (e.0., lap swimming, water exercise classes,
lessons, elc)

Sports teams and lessons [e.g., sofiball, soccer, etc.)

Visual arls (e.g., potlery, painting, etc.)

Ferforming arts (e.q., dance, drama, etc.)

Gymnastics

0% 20% 40% 60% B 100%
Percent of Respondents Raling as "Essential” or "Very Important”

W Essantial O Very impartant
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Table 3: Importance of Activities
Please rate how important to the community, if at
all, it is that the City of Boulder Parks and
Recreation Department provide the fellowing Very Somewhat  Notatall
activities. Essential important  important  important  Total
Welness/fitness
{2.0., weight training, aerobics, yoga, etc.) 43% 8% 15% 3% 100%
Aguatics
{e.g., lap swimming, water exercise classes, lessons,
etc.) 29% 45% 23% 3% 100%
Sports teams and lessons
(e.g., sofiball, soccer, ate.) 22% 44% 21% 6% 100%
Performing ars
(e.g., dance, drama, elc.) 20% 8% 38% 4% 100%
Visual ars
{e.q., pottery, painting, etc.) 19% 40% 34% 8%  100%
Gymnastics % 24% 54% 15%  100%
o 5% 23% 39% 3% 100%

The rank order of the activities was the same when the proportion of respondents
choosing each activity as the most important or second most important from the list
was examined. Wellness/fitness was far and away the first choice, chosen as the “most
important” by about 6 in 10 respondents and was a top first or second choice for three-
quarters of respondents.

Table 4: Most Important of Activities

Please rate how important to the community, if at all, it is that the City of

Boulder Parks and Recreation Department provide the following

activities. Then rank which two types of activities should be given the Percent Choosing
highest priority, with a 1" indicating most important and & “2" next Percent Choosing  as Most or Second
most important. As Most Important Most Important™
Wellness/fitness

{&.q., weight training, aerobics, yoga, etc.) 8% T6%
Agualice

{e.0., lap swimming, water exercise classes, lessons, etc.) 13% 38%
Sports teams and lessons

{e.0., sofiball, soccer, efc.) 13% 3T%
Performing aris

{e.q., dance, drama, elc.) B% 23%
Visual ars

(e.q., pottery, painting, ete.) 6% 18%
Gymiiases 3% 8%
Golf 0% 19%
TOTAL 100%: 199%

*Parcents add fo mare than 100% &5 respondents could pick up fo fwo most imporfant pricrities.

Page 15
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Value Placed on Aspects of City Parks

City parks serve a variety of roles in a community, and have different meaning to
different people. Various benefits provided by City parks were presented to those
completing the questionnaire; the importance of each to the respondent household was
rated.

The three most highly valued purposes were providing visual “green spaces within the
city (rated as “essential” or “very valuable” by 93% of respondents), providing places to
walk or jog (91%) and providing a place for rest and relaxation (90%). Also highly rated
were providing places for children to play on playground equipment (89%), providing
opern lawns and play space (86%) and providing natural open lands or wildlife habitat
within the city (84%). About three-quarters of survey participants considered it
“essential” or “very valuable” that parks provide places for group gatherings, that they
provide developed spaces for field sports, and that they provide low-water perennial
plantings. Close to 7 in 10 respondents felt it was “essential” or “very valuable” that
parks provide opportunities for court sports and places to exercise pets. The item
receiving the lowest ratings was provision of annual blooming plantings, but this was
nevertheless considered “essential” by a quarter of respondents, and as very valuable

by another 35%.
Figure 8: Value of City Park Purposes

Providing visual 'gresn spaces' within the city | 4%  |93%

Providing & place o walk or jog within the city : 91%
Providing a place for rest and relaxation [ 24%  |90%

Providing placas for children to play on playground 5% ]89%
equipment
Providing open lawn/play space {for children or adults to play - - 86%

their own games like tag, frisbee, croguet, etc.)
Providing natural open lands or wildiife habitat within the city

Providing places for group gatherings
Praviding developed spaces for field sports (e.g., soccer,
football, ru;%by. field hockebza lacrosse)
Providing low-water perennial {bloom year afler year)
plantings

Praviding opportunities for court sports {e.g., fennis,
basketball)

Providing places to exercise pets

Providing annual flower plantings

100%
Percent of Respondents Rating as "Essential” or "Very Valuable®

W Essential O Very valuable

| Draft Report of Results
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Table 5: Value of City Park Purposes
City parks serve various purposes within a
community, some of which are listed below.
Please rate how valuable, if at all, each purpose Very Somewhat Not at all
is to you and your household. E: tial luabl luabl Tuabl Total
Providing visual 'green spaces' within the city B9% 24% 6% 2% 100%
Providing a place for rest and relaxation BB 24% T 2% 100%:
Providing a place to walk or jog within the city B3% 28% T% 2% 100%
Providing natural open lands or wildlife habitat
within the city 58% 26% 10% 6% 100%
Praviding open lawn/play space (for children or
adults to play their awn games like tag, frisbee,
croguet, etc.) 57% 29% 1% 3% 100%
Providing places for children to play on playground
eguipment 54% 35% 8% 3% 100%:
Providing low-water perennial (bloom year after
year) plantings 6% 38% 21% 8% 100%
Providing developed spaces for field sports (e.g.,
sogeer, football, rugby, field hackey, lacrasse) 35% 30% 21% 5% 100%:
Providing places for group gatherings 35% 40% 21% 3% | 100%
Praviding places to exercise pats 3d% 4% 21% 10% | 100%
Providing epportunities for courl spons (e.q.,
tennis, basketball) 30% 38% 268% 5% 100%
Providing anmual flower planiings 25% 35% 4% 6% 100%

__| Draft Report of Results
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October 2005 October 2005
Importance of Potential Park Development Projects Table 6: Importance of Potential Park Development Projects
" : : e : * The City of Boulder has funds reserved for
The Clty_ of Boulder has funds {"eserved for developing park land._and askcq r251depts developing park land. First, plesse rats how important
responding to the survey how important they thought each of a list of possible projects you think each of the following possible projects are.
were, Respondents were then asked to rank which two projects they thought should be Then rank which two you think should be given the
s hihast ian . Daseleg trict ehbaihG o sark it A davelopi highest priority, with "1" indicating most important Very Somewhat  Not atall

given lighest prionty. Lleveloping vacant neighbarhood park sites and developing and a “2" next most important. Essential important  important  important  Total
vacant pocket park sites were thought to be “essential” or “very important” by about 7 Develop vacant neighborhood park sites e 1% 2% 7% 100%
in 10 respondents. Si)(\i.l'l ten respondents said that it was at least “very important” to Develop vacant pocket park sites 6% % 28% 6%  100%
finish developing ﬂje East Bouldg'r Community Park (55th Stlt(-.‘e_'t south of Sv_nuﬂl Boulder Finish developing the East Boulder Community Park
Road) and half felt it was “essential” or “very important” to finish developing the {55th Street south of South Boulder Road) 15% 42% 35% 8% 100%
Foothills Community Park. Two in five said it was at least “very important” that the Finish developing the Foathills Community Park 10% 1% 40% 8%  100%
City develop more multi-purpose fields (e.g., soccer, football, rughby, field hockey, Develop an 18-hole disc golf course with varied terrain
lacrosse) and one in five felt it was at least “very important” to develop an 18-hole disc {the course wauld be about 3% larger than North

; ; : Boulder Community Park) 10% 11% 33% 46%  100%
golf course with varied terrain. :

Develop more mult-purposs fields (e q., socoer, football,
Figure 10: Importance of Potential Park Development Projects rugby, field hockey, lacrosse) o 3% 49% 12%  100%
Develop vacant nelghborhood park sites ?1%: When asked to rank which potential park development projects should be given highest

priority, the order in which the items sorted from those most often chosen as the most

] important to those least often chosen was similar to the order in which items sorted

67% : from those with the highest proportion rating as essential or very important to the

] lowest proportion. About a third of respondents chose developing vacant
neighborhood park sites as the “most important” potential project, with 6 in10 choosing
it as the “most” or “second most” important project priority. About one in five
respondents chose developing vacant pocket park sites as the “most important” priority
and just under half (46%) said it was their first or second choice. Fewer than 20% of
respondents chose the remaining potential projects as their top priority and less than a
third chose the remaining possibilities as their first or second most important choice.

Develop vacanl pockel park siles

Finigh developing the East Boulder Communitly Park (55th
Street south of South Boulder Road)

Finish developing the Foothills Community Park

Develop more multi-purpose fields (9., soocer, football,
rughy, field hockey, lacrosse)

Develop an 18-hale dise golf course with varied lerrain (the Table T: Most Importance of Potential Park Development Projects

“Percents add fo more than 100% a5 respandents could pick up fo fwo most important pricrities.

course would be about 30% larger than North Soulder The City of Boulder has funds reserved for developing park land. First, Percent
Community Park) I ; ; ; ; ; please rate how important you think each of the following possible projects Percent Choosing as
are. Then rank which two you think should be given the highest priority Choosing As Most or Second
0% 20% 4% 60% 80% 100% with "1" indicating most important and a “2" next most impo : Most Important Most Important*
Fercent of Respondents Raling as "Essential” or "Very Important® Develop vacant neighborhood park sites 2% o
W Essential O Very important i
Develop vacant pocket park sites 10% 4B%
Finish developing the East Boulder Community Park
(55th Street south of Sauth Boulder Road) 16% 3%
Develop more mult-purpose fields
" {e.0., socoer, football, rughby, field hockey, lacrosse) 12% 24% g
£ ; : - g
§ Finish developing the Foathils Community Park 0% 2% i
é Develop an 18-hole disc golf course with varied terrain (the course would be @
§ abaut 30% larger than North Boulder Community Park) 0% 14% §
- TOTAL 100% 197% 3
2 3
= -
& a
] 5
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Importance of Parks and Recreation Priorities

Those completing the survey were asked to rate the importance of various (sometimes
competing) goals the Parks and Recreation Department could prioritize. To keep
admission and pass fees at current levels (avoiding fee increases) was considered essential
by 41% of respondents, followed by maintenance and renovation of existing parks (38%),
and keeping the recreation facilities open for as many hours as possible (34%).

When the percent of respondents rating each item as “very important” is combined
with the percent rating as “essential,” the highest rated priority is the maintenance and
renovation of existing parks (87%). In general, the emphasis for respondents was to
maintain existing resources and existing service levels over acquisition of new parks or
development of undeveloped parks and fields.

Maintenance and renovation of existing parks 87%
Keeping the recreation facilities open for as many hours as = 81%
possible

Keeping admission and pass fees at current levels (no new
increases)

Maintenance of existing athletic fields

Deavelop of existing undeveloped parks

Apquisition of new parks

26%

Development of new athletic fields £V

0% 20% 40% B0% BO% 100%
Percent of Respondents Rating as "Essential” or "Very Important”

B Essential OVery important J
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Table 8: Rating of Importance of Parks and Recreation Priorities

Please rate the importance of each of Very Somewhat Not at all

the following. Essential important important important Total
Keeping admission and pass feas al
currant levels (o new increases) 4% 8% 20% 5% 100%
Maintenance and renovation
of existing parks 8% 45% 1% 2% | 100%
Keeping the recreation facilities
open for as many hours as possible 34% 47% 1% 2% 100%
Maintenance of existing athletic fields 28% 425 7% a0 100%
AcquEhon Gf new parks 2% 27% 40% 1% 100%
Developrment of existing undeveloped parks 8% 399 343 9% 100%
Development of new athletic fields g5 18% 0% 15%  100%

£ 2005 Naonal Rasaamh Canlar, g,
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Respondent Suggestions for City of Boulder Parks and Recreation
When asked if they had any other comments or suggestions about the City of Boulder
Parks and Recreation parks, facilities or programs, about a quarter mentioned that they
felt the City was “doing a great job.” About 10% felt that there should be “more bike
trails” and “lower fees” (9% and 8%, respectively), while 7% felt that “open space is
most important.” About 5% mentioned that there should be “more dog friendly parks
and facilities” and “expanded pool hours (daily and/or seasonal)”. About half of
respondents gave “other” comments or suggestion. All of the comments can be viewed
verbatim in Appendix lII. Verbatim Responses to Survey Questions.

Figure 12: Comments or Suggestions

Doing a great job

More bike trails

Lower feas

Qpen space is most important

More dog friendly parks &
facilities

Expand pool hours-daily
andfor seasonal

Other™ 48%

0% 20% 0% 60% 80% 100%
Percent of Respondents®

*Parcents may a0d to more than 100% as respondents could give more than one answer,
** See Appendi (ll. Verbatlim Responses to Survey Questians for all the responses given.
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Appendix I: Respondent Demographics

22005 Nafianal Reseasch Cantar, Inc.

__| Draft Report of Resuits

Characteristics of the survey respondents are displayed in the tables and charts on the

following pages of this appendix.

Presence of Children or Seniors Living in the Household

Yes No  Total
Do any children under age 5 live in your household? 8% 92%  100%
Do any children ages 5 to 12 live in your household? 10% 90%  100%
Do any teenagers ages 13 fo 17 live in your househeld? 10% 90%  100%
Are you or any other members of your household aged 65 or older? 11% 89% 100%

Respondent Length of Residency
About how long have you lived in Boulder?

Percent of Respondents

4 years or less I7%
5-9 years 20%
10-14 years 9%
15 -19 years 8%
20+ years 26%
Total 100%
Respondent Tenure
Do you rent or own your residence? Percent of Respondents
Rent 49%
Own 51%
Total 100%

Respandent Housing Unit Type
Please check the one box which most closely describes the type of

housing unit you live in. Percent of Respondents
A detached single family home 42%
An apartment in an apartment complex 29%
An apartment in a single family home 5%
A cendeminium or town house 22%
A mebile home: 0%
Other, please specify 2%
Total 100%

122005 Natonal Resaasch Cantar, Inc.
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October 2005
Household Income
How much do you anticipate your household's total income before
taxes will be for 20057 (Please include income from all sources for

all persons living in your household.) Percent of Respondents
less than $14,999 10%
$15,000-524,999 1%
§25,000-534,998 9%
$35,000-549,999 15%
$50,000-574,999 22%
§75,000-599,999 10%
§100,000 or more 22%
Total 100%

Respondent Age

In which category is your age? Percent of Respondents
18-24 years 20%
25-34 years 33%
35-44 years 14%
45-54 years 17%
55-64 years 8%
65 years or older 8%
Total 100%

Respondent Gender

What is your gender? Percent of Respondents
Female 48%
Male 52%
Total 100%

__ | Drait Report of Results
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Figure 13: Participation at a City of Boulder Facility

Exartised & pel(s)

Bicycled

Relaxed (2.g.. read a book, picnicked, plaved gamesan the prass)
‘Walked

Ran or jopged

Swam, fished, relaxed or had a social evenl 21 & neservor or lake
Played al a playground

Exarcsed

Used & group shiatter or picnic anea (for group event)

Used an indoor swimming poal for 'open swim’ [drap-n)

Played fiald sposts

Droppad-in’ for exarcze (waights, axercise, machines, k)
Parftipated in & filness class

Used an ouldoor swimming pool for "open swim' (drap-in}

Played cour sparts o ook lassons (e.g., baskefal, vallayball, tennis)
Played goHl ee faok golf loeeans

Usad an indoor swimming pool for swim lessons or axercise classes
Uisad an oubdoor swimming pacd for swim lassons o axescise casses
Played disc goll

Participated on an adull sports taam

Took & adult ats or racrealion class

Want nan-moforized boafng on a resenvor or lake

‘Went ica-skating for exancize o recrealion

\Wenl motorizad baating on & reservoir of lake (incuding walarskiing)
Touk a childran’s {age 0-12) arts or recrealion class

Usad a skalepark

Played soffhal

Open space is mostimportant

Parfcipated o a childrer’s (age 0-12) sporls eam

Mora dog friendly parks & facliies

Usad a bike-racing faciity

Gardaned in a Community Garden

Played basebal

Expand pool hours-daily andior seasonal

Participated on a teen (age 13-15) sporls team

Took a beer (age 13-15) arts or recrealion class

Took a potiary class

‘Dropped-in’ io fie Poltery Lab

Taok figura zkaling lessons

Playad hockey or look hockey lessons

i 20% 40% B0% 80%
Fercant of Respondents Engaging in Activity

100%
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Figure 14: Participation at Any Facility

Walked
Exercised
Exercised a pel(s)
Ran of jogged
Bicycled
Relaxed
Swam, fished, relaxedhad a social event at a reservoir or lake
Dropped-in' for exerciss
Participated in a fitness class
Usad a group sheller or picnic area (for group event)
Used an indoor swimming peol for ‘open swim' {drop-in)
Played at a playground
Used an outdoor swimming pool for ‘open swim' {drop-in)
Played field sports
Played court spors or lock lessons
Played golf or took golf lessens
‘Went non-motorized boating on & reservoir or lake
Usad an indoor swimming pool for lessons of exercise dasses
Used an ouidoor swimming pool for lessons o exercise
classes
Participated on an adult sporis team
‘Went ice-skating for exercise or recreation
Took an adult arts or recreation class
Played disc galf
‘Went molorized boating on & reservoir or lake
Played softball
Took a children's {age 0-12) arls or recreation class
Played baseball
Farlicipated on a children's (age 0-12) sporis leam
Used a skatepark
Used a bike-racing facility
Gardened in a Community Garden
Parlicipated on a teen {age * 3-19) sporis team
Took a teen (age 13-19) arls or recrealion class
Took a pottery class
Played hockey or took hockey lessens
‘Dropped-in' to the Pottery Lab
Took figure skating lessons
Open space is mosl imporiant
More dog friendy parks & faciliies
Expand pool hours-daly and/or seasonal

98%
94%
81%
91%
89%
86%
63%
53%
51%
47%
44%
43%
42%
36%
3%
22%
22%
21%
18%
18%
18%
16%
14%
14%
10%
9%
9%
8%
%
%
%
6%
5%
4%
4%
2%
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7%
6%
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Appendix [l Verbatim Responses to Survey Questions

Question 9: Do you have any other comments or suggestions about the City of Boulder
Parks and Recreation parks, facilities or programs?

* Do not close trails!
* When moving here, [ took into consideration the location of parks and rec centers.

* Make sure low income families can afford to enjoy Boulder's parks and
recreational facilities.

* More social events in parks, more disc golf courses.

* We appreciate everything you do....especially the open spaces, attractively
landscaped park and bike paths.

* [ am more interested in outdoor activities and the arts than indoor organized
sports.

* Beautiful city, wish we had come sooner!

* Nordic skiing facility in winter.

* The pottery lab is really cool!

* Good job, considering all the numerous criteria!

* Utilize pay for use instead of making many pay for benefits used by only a few -
raise prices!

* Please open a rec center with a pool in northeast Boulder, i.e. Foothills and
Valmont or kalmia.

* Classes offered during peak facility hours need to include cardio workouts as
well i.e. noon classes - cardio as well as stretching, strengthening, etc. Need a
room to stretch.

* More dog parks/places for dogs to swim (it is very good for rehabilitation and
low impact exercise. Must be fenced in.

* Pleasant new fields! Get more open space. I live near North Boulder Park and
love it - good size and amenities. Thank you for doing a great job. Also, love the
landscape.

* Offer more teen classes (i.e. Yoga or aerobics) at NBBC.

* Keep as many pet exercise opportunities open as possible and create more. My
dog is my constant outdoor companion. She helps keep me physically and
mentally healthy.

* More public restrooms at park (outdoor) facilities.

* Develop a city park in the Gunbarrel area.

Drait Report of Results
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* Train your people to be friendly and accommodating, especially those in
supervisory positions.

* Yes, please work hard to gain consensus among the climbing community
regarding climbing access and trail development.

* [ miss the annual flower displays.

* The focus on community and quality of life, which Boulder Parks and Rec
represents, is what brought me to Boulder. Thank you.

* [love the efforts of the dty of Boulder Parks and Rec. The Chautauqua rangers
have helped me a lot on field trips as a teacher.

* Would like to see more xeric flower beds. [ use NBRC a lot and really appreciate
its beauty and variety of facilities. Thanks.

* [ was disgusted with the new visitor plan to open space regarding dogs. You
should have developed a tag/ permit system for residents.

* Ban motorized boating at Boulder Reservoir.

* Would like and use a playground in North Paco Park (North 30th 5t west of 4 -
mile Creek).

* Thank you for the new pond and park on Valmont - very nice.

* Itis a disgrace that you took away social dance. More parking is needed at north
rec center. More evening drop-in exercise classes. Annual pass members should
get reduced fees on other classes (yoga, dance, etc). Reinstate social dance classes!

* Open space is very important to me personally and [ feel it is important to our
children and grandchildren.

* Speak English only.

* Need more trees in the parks. Especially big trees! Especially in the newer parks
and soccer fields.

* Although I am a widow and 85 years old, | have answered the best [ can.

* Consider the Heatherwood Gunbarrel area.

* Relaxing the dog/leash regulations would be a good thing,.

* Getrid of the prairie dogs, it is not a natural to have outbreaks of plaque and
prevents people from using facilities.

* You picked the wrong person to fill this out; | only walk on the trails near my
home.

* Why subcontract this survey out. This should be part of regular staff work.
Another wasted cost!

Draft Report of Results
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= [really appreciated the wealth of bike and ped paths - do not appreciate the
oppressive rules for pets - cannot afford most of the current fees for us of rec
facilities.
* Clean the restrooms at ball fields and parks better and more frequently!!
* Lighted and/or indoor tennis courts.

* Boulder needs a youth baseball facility of the caliber of other communities in
metro Denver.

* The Frisbee disc golf course is always busy, there is an obvious interest in this
activity, and therefore a new course should be a priority. Wellness actives (yoga,
meditation) should be offered at discounted rates for seniors, students, etc.

* Bicycle paths that connect up with each other are a priority for me. | try not to use
a car except when essential!

* Doing a great job. Keep it up!
* Great job! Greener is better, yet natural green/brown is important to save water.
* The dance programs are wonderful!

» ['d like a shooting range in Boulder. People in the community would be well
served by this addition.

* We have been very disappointed that swim hours at Boulder Reservoir were
curtailed this summer. Urge adult swim hours when swimming is allowed
without lifeguards if budget requires cut back in lifeguard hours.

* The annual flower plantings this year (Pearl 5t/ downtown) were wonderful!

* Keeping fees reasonable allows more residents to participate. If there were price
increases, keep lower income people in mind.

* Please provide mountain bike trails from town so we don't have to get in a car.

* Maintenance, maintenance, maintenance!! It is ime to slow or stop acquisition
and start caring properly for the parks, mountain parks and open space that we
have. It has been dismally lacking!

* We think you are doing a good job keeping Boulder a great place to live and visit.
* Keep doing a great job on bike transit issues.
* There should be more plazes for mountain bikes and pets!!

* Parks & rec is something our town can be really proud of. Especially expand and
also dance program - great teachers! Love the welcome feeling in the pottery lab.

* Open space is my highest priority, not developed parks. | mean, those have a
place, but focus on open space.

= Continue to improve roacs for biking, increase bike safety with drivers and
bikers.

1 2005 National Resaaxch Caniar, ba.
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* Activities for b kids extensive ye d i tant! Ke ks
S e e i e * Try to find water for irrigation ala cu so that the grass at parks is higher quality.

simple!!

* [ am a hiker/climber. Foothills open space for hiking/climbing is important to * Thanks for doing a great job with the parks dept.

me. Development is not. * Not everyone can afford a facility membership. Please make more neighborhood
parks available with adult activities not just children's climbing structures.

* Need more youth team sport fields, i.e. Baseball or softball fields.

" i « i .
* [ would like to see stricter enforcement of pets in some parks where aquatic Weneed more open Space With tvioce: trafls

activities are pursued, especially fishing, * Pottery class is ridiculously expensive, | go to golden.

* More basketball hours, city rifle range 300 yards. Prairie dog shooting area, art * Put in disc golf at North Boulder Community Park, Boulder needs/wants it.

and photography - tsens, * [ think you are doing an excellent job with the funds you are given.

= Give e sanions moimeof o Tk Ofler citien do, * Would like to see some groups/ classes dealing with health of mental well being,.

* Keep up the good work. * Maintaining existing services and controlling costs is more important than

* Need open space park and holiday neighborhood for kids and teens. expanding facilities.

= Convert open space to parks. Dislike bugs and rodents of open space. * [love going to the rec centers and using the parks! Our children used the facilities

* Please do more to keep Spruce Pool and Scott Carpenter Pool open later in the as they grew up and now our grandson does when he visits.

season. (longer season). * Become much more aggressive towards dogs in parks - the excrement is awful!

* Need more aerobics/ fitness classes aimed at middle aged people (45-65). Also dogs run unleashed in Foothills Community Park.

» Walking, hiking or biking trails are wonderful. * The Boulder Airport is the main recreational resource used by this family, we

] . used to use the Boulder Res but it is too expensive.
* Pools are essential; [ don't care for the bam program...too expensive and too

crowded. * As a mountain biker 1 feel discriminated against in this city! I don't hike/run

therefore | can't enjoy open spaces close to my home.
* This household moved to Boulder in July, 2005. | am amazed at the recreational

opportunities available here. Thanks for your hard work. * Connecting open space trails to promote bicycle commuting and easing pollution

. and congestion and gas consumption.
* The pools should be open longer in the evenings so more dads coming home

from work can swim. * Dance dept is excellent and provides fitness and a creative outlet for myself and

: my daughter who doesn't enjoy team athletics.
* The city should require head protection at the skateboard park. Failure to do so

exposes the taxpayers to potential lawsuits, * Spruce pool is under advertised and promoted. It should be open at least until

October 10.

* Open space and mountain parks could be more multi use if included more
* Please do not close spruce pool.

equestrian.
* We need species of trees that will grow large. The Linden trees, etc. That are

being planted today will never get over 30-40 ft. high. The trees that people enjoy
= [ feel the need to keep Boulder safe for kids and adults. It is a great quality of are the big ones like in Eben Fine Park!!!

living in Boulder.

» This is not the best use of limited tax dollars.

* Greatjob on the trails. Finish the loop for the royal arch trail.

* The greener in a city, the better. g
" 5 * The recreation center prices are extremely high!! d
* [ no longer use rec centers for the YMCA is across the street. 5 o j ) 5
. i ot z * More playing fields to develop programs like soccer, lacrosse, football, girls' 5
* Itis all very good (as usual)!! [ would siress maintenance over acquisition. 5 ; . 2
YE q g lacrosse. Have a city league instead of some of these club leagues that are so 8
* Better bikes for indoor spinning please! Boulder needs a big park like Washington . expensive. g
Park in Denver! g * COB parks & recreation do an excellent job! E
g 5
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= More dog friendly parks, trails.

= [ was very disappointed when the summer camp was offered via YMCA and was
so much more expensive.

» Replace more grass areas with H20 conserving Xeriscape zones.

* Inmy experience, you do an excellent job. Thank you.

* More passive use, e.g. Nature study. No dogs, please.

= More improvements needed at South Boulder Recreation Center. It is too small.

= Please-open space areas-have dogs on leashes. Too many dogs chase animals &
run free/jump on me. Voice control doesn't work.

= ['d like our facilities to be more domestic pet friendly & let the wildlife tend to
itself.

* [don't know that much about them so sorry my survey sucks. [love the
playground at Beach Park.

* Provide free programs or low cost programs for low income people or families.
* Please plant flowers in all parks unplanted areas, even flowering shrubs.

* Beautiful parks and plantings (i.e. around public bldgs, streets medians) make
such a difference in quality of life. Please focus on this. Thanks for the
opportunity to participate.

= Thanks!

* Need 18 hole golf course.

= Open spaces & trees are more important than programs are.
= Great programs.

= Just keep plugging away at bike paths.

* Weneed to find a balance between buying land and opening land for public use.
Too much public land in Boulder is closed.

= Maintenance which has been seriously lacking. Acquisition should be reduced
significantly, especially open space and new parks.

* Too difficult to hold events such as volleyball tourney vs. other cities. Boulder is

known to be difficult to work with.
* [am amazed more people don't get run over by fanatic bicyclists.
* Thanks for making Boulder such a great place to live!

* We just moved here from D.C. because of open space. We are expecting to use it
much more in the next few years!

__| Draft Report of Results
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Your recreation centers are wonderful! Leave the remaining open spaces for
hiking & viewing wildlife rather than more development for people’s sports &

uses.
More fishing. More golf courses.
Please give building more open space the highest priority.

More field space for intramural sports is essential. There is a woeful shortage for
such an active community.

Install a full basketball court at North Boulder Park, south of existing half court,
parallel to existing driveway, perpendicular to alley.

More disk golf, less dogs.
Please keep everything dog friendly. Thanks for doing a great job!
Open space & outdoor parks are the most unique aspect of Boulder. Keep them!

Lower membership fee to recreation centers. In Denver, costs less than 5100/ yr.
Why is it so expensive?

Expand dog facilities. Expand open space trails.

City of Boulder is doing a good job but the street plantings need regular
maintenance.

More drop in early classes (i.e. 6 to 6:30 am) in North Boulder Recreation Center.

No. Keep up the good work in providing the green spaces within Boulder
County.

Need longer mountain bike loops and more challenging terrain.

Lower recreation facilities pass fees & daily fees for disabled people during a
medical recovery period.

Increase hours in recreation centers. Create a teen pass price.

Whittier neighborhood desperately needs more green space in the form of pocket
parks.

Congrats on being so pet-friendly! Well done. Keep itup.
Activities used by only a few should have higher fees.

I do think that dogs should be on leash and stiffer fines for not cleaning up their
mess.

Great facilities and staff!

Golf courses waste water. | would much rather see the space kept in its natural
state or turned into a park.

12005 Mabanal Rasaach Canter, e,
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Appendix IV: Selected Survey Responses by Respondent
Characteristics

The responses by demographics are compared in this appendix. Responses that are
significantly different (p < 0.05, tested with chi-square) are marked with gray shading.

Overall, a larger proportion of female respondents and those reporting a lower annual
household income rated the facilities and activities of the Parks and Recreation
Department as at least “very valuable” or “very impor:ant” than their male respondents
or those reporting higher annual household income. Significant differences by
subgroup are noted below.

Importance placed on the purposes of the Parks and Recreation Department

* A higher percentage of respondents who reported living in Boulder less than 10
years and renters felt that helping to maintain and improve the physical health of
the community was “essential” or “very valuable” than those who reported living
in Boulder 10 or more years and home owners.

* A significantly larger proportion of female respondents than males rated each of
the stated purposes of the Parks and Recreation Department as “essential” or
“wery valuable.”

Value placed on the facilities and activities of the Parks and Recreation Department

* A larger proportion of respondents with children under the age of 5 years old and
teenagers ages 13 to 17 rated East Boulder Community Center, Spruce Pool and
Scott Carpenter Pool as at least “very valuable” than those without children in
those age ranges.

* Respondents who have lived in Boulder were 10 or more years were more likely
to give the North Boulder Recreation Center, East Boulder Community Center
and Flatirons Golf Course high “value” ratings than those who reported living in
Boulder less than 10 years.

* A higher percentage of owners and respondents ages 35-54 rated the North and
East Recreation Centers as “essential” or “very valuable” than did renters,
younger respondents and older respondents.

* Those responding to the survey who reported having children under the age of 5
were more likely to rate performing arts and aquatics as “essential” or “very
important than respondents who said they do not children is this age group
living in the household.

* A higher percentage of respondents who reported having a member of the
household who is aged 65 or older living in the household felt that
wellness/fitness and sports teams and lessons was at least “very important,”
while fewer respondents who reported no household members 65 years or older
rated these items as “essential” or “very important.”

Page 34
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* Gymnastics was rated as “essential” or “very important” by a larger proportion
of respondents with children ages 5-12, females, owners and those who reported
a length of residency of 10 or more years than by their counterparts.

* A larger proportion of respondents ages 18-34, females and renters rated sports
teams and lessons as “essential” or “very important” than other respondents,
while a higher percentage of lower income respondents gave ratings of at least
“very important” to performing arts and aquatics than those reporting a higher
annually household income.

* A significantly larger proportion of females and respondents reporting lower
annual household income levels gave felt that many of the facilities/activities
from the list were “essential” or “very valuable” than did males and respondents
reporting a higher annual household income.

Value placed on the various purposes of City parks

* As might be expected, those responding to the survey who reported having
children under the age of 5 felt that providing places for group gatherings and
providing places for children to play on playground equipment were more likely
to rate these items as at least “very valuable” compared to those without children
in this age range.

* A smaller proportion of respondents whose households included at least one
older adult felt that providing a place for rest and relaxation was “essential” or
“very valuable” than those without an older adult living in the household.

* A higher percentage of renters and respondents who reported living in Boulder
less than 10 years felt that providing a place to walk or jog within the city was at
least “very valuable,” while fewer owners and respondents living in the city for
more than 10 years said that this opportunity was “essential” or “very valuable.”

= A larger proportion of lower income households said that providing natural open
lands or wildlife habitat within the city was “essential” or “very valuable” than
those with a higher annual household income.

* A significantly higher percentage of females than males rated most of the
potential park roles as “essential” or “very valuable.”

Priorities for park improvements and development
= Fewer respondents with household members aged 65 or older said that
developing an 18-hole disc golf course with varied terrain, developing vacant
pocket park sites and developing vacant neighborhood park sites was “essential”
or “very important” than did respondents without older adults living in the
household.

o

* Respondents who reported living in Boulder for less than 10 years were more g
likely to rate each of the potential projects as at least “very important” compared r?
with respondents reporting a longer length of residency. §

* Renters, lower income households and younger respondents were more likely to ‘E
rate the development an 18-hole disc golf course with varied terrain as at least 3

=]

&
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“very important” than owners, older respondents and those reporting a higher
annual household income.

= A higher percentage of respondents reporting a lower annual household income
rated developing more multi-purpose fields as at least “very important” than did
those respondents reporting a higher annual income.

* A larger propertion of younger respondents were also more likely to rate the
development of vacant pocket park sites and vacant neighborhood park sites as at
least “very important” than older respondents.

* Respondents with household members aged 65 or older felt tha: keeping
admission and pass fees at current levels was “essential” or “very important”
than did respondents who did not report having seniors in the household.

* Those respondents with children under the age of 5 present in the household felt
it was more important to develop existing undeveloped parks than those without
children in this age group.

* Respondents who reported living in the City of Boulder 10 or more years were
more likely to rate the maintenance of existing athletic fields as at least “very
important” then respondents living in the City for less than 10 years.

Priorities for park improvements and development

* A significantly higher percentage of respondents reporting lower annual
household income levels and females felt that keeping admission and pass fees at
current levels and the maintenance and renovation of existing parks was
“essential” or “very important” than did male respondents and those reporting
higher annual household income levels.

= A higher percentage of females than male respondents felt that the development
of new athletic fields and the maintenance of existing athletic fields was at least
“very important.”

Ratings of value of Parks and Recreation facilities and activities by use of these types
facilities or participation in these activities

* Overall, those who used the facilities or participated in the activities gave higher
importance ratings than those who did not use the facilities or participate in the
activities.

* Respondents who reported they had exercised at a recreation farility or gym,
taken a fitness class, or taken an arts or recreation class gave higher importance
ratings to the North Boulder Recreation Center than those who had not
participated in such activities.

* Those who had participated in an open swim or taken swim lessons at an indoor
pool gave higher importance ratings to the North Boulder Recreation Center than
those who had not participated in such activities.

* Those who had participated in an open swim or taken swim lessons at an outdoor
pool gave higher importance ratings to the Scott Carpenter and Spruce Pools than
those who had not participated in such activities.

| Draft Report of Resuits
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Those who had participated in motorized or non-motorized boating on a lake or

reservoir rated boating activities at Boulder Reservoir as more important than
those who had not participated in such activities.

Likewise, those who had swam, fished, relaxed or had a social event at a reservoir
or lake rated the swimming activities at Boulder Reservoir as more important
than those who had not participated in such activities.

Those who had played golf or taken golf lessons were much more likely to rate

the Flatirons Golf Course as “essential” or “very important (79%) compared to
those who had not done so (32%).

When asked to rate the importance of various purposes or functions of city parks,
those who had engaged in activities similar to these roles rated them as more
important than those who had not engaged in similar activities. This was
particular true for court sports, where 92% of those who had played court sports
or taken lessons rated “providing opportunities for court sports™ as “essential” or
“very valuable” compared to 59% who had not participated in court sports, and
for walking or jogging, where 91% of those who had walked or jogged in the last
year thought it was “essential” or “very valuable” for parks to provide a place to
walk or job compared to 49% of those who had not walked or jogged.

Potential park projects serving various needs were deemed more important by
those who had participated in similar activities in the last year than by those who
had not done so. This was particularly true for development of an 18-hole disc
golf course, which was rated as “essential” or “very important” by 68% of those
who had played disc golf in the last year compared to only 13% of those who had
not played disc golf in the last year.

Draft Report of Results
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LRI R IO 02D | City of Boulder Parks and Recreation Survey
8 g October 2005
~ H -
g £ Appendix V: Survey Methodology
8 2082 2 = o2 o=l =
o =
4 2l 2o 2 & I H B :
e 5 & Sample Selection
= Approximately 1,200 households within the city limits of Boulder were selected to
H g 2 § 5 = § g participate in the survey using a stratified, systematic sampling method on zip codes.!
o g Attached housing units were over-sampled to compensate for detached housing unit
= g p pen =4
residents' tendency to return surveys at a higher rate. An individual within each
Y. yB &
= = g2 8 § = = = household was selected using the birthday method.?
o & o ~
8w 2 2 ® 2 i s
55 Survey Administration and Response Rate
w =2 RE3 oo F
2/ g Households received three mailings each beginning in mid-August. Completed surveys
Elg= ® 2| =mlle] = = & & g i e
2|8, gl 2 8 8 g 8 8 & were collected over the following four weeks. The first mailing was a prenotification
s|a = postcard announcing the upcoming survey. A week after the prenotification postcard
g ! was sent the first wave of the survey was sent. The second wave was sent one week
= w 5 § § é § § § i after the first. The survey mailings contained a letter from the director of the Boulder
o = . . vgd .. - = .
E §E & +§ Parks and Recreation Department inviting the household to participate in the 2005 City
u%; E ‘E g of Boulder Parks and Recreation survey, a questionnaire and self-mailing envelope.
o o o o o = o ‘o
s|5 8 S a2 a2 S 2 £ 2 i )
gt & gl 8 B8 8 R & 8 R2 About 9% of the surveys were returned because they either had incorrect addresses or
&= 2 e ys ey
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&8 E § a‘; % & § § § § % confidence” (or margin of error). The 95 percent conﬁdenct? level for the survey is
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2 g percent reported for the entire sample (402 completed interviews). Where estimates are
ﬁ -‘é § § aé % ?; 2 § § given for sub groups, they are less precise. Generally the 95% confidence interval is plus
€ LB 2 g or minus five percentage points for samples of about 400 to ten percentage points for
Bleo g samples as small as 100.
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9] £% 'g oy 2 *E = E a5 &8 = g passed” to complete the questionnaire. The underlying assumption in this method is that day of birth has no ]
= *E "E a5 & 5 = 23 2 § = g 8|a E & :\ac relationship to the way people respond to surveys. i
8 @ E % -E g E £ 88 E 5 2 2 g § o -: £ In fact, research shows that many more than the number of surveys returned by mail were left undelivered. f;
i E EZ g2 % =3 E =3 £ & § =3 = E SE S E Consequently the estimate of 9% undelivered surveys makes for an estimated response rate (at 37%) that 15 Lkely to g
g' 28888z £ £ Ha 8 g L8 8 = be somewhat lower than actual. =
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City of Boulder Parks and Recreation Survey City of Boulder Parks and Recreation Survey
October 2005 October 2005
Weighting the Data 2
The demographic characteristics of the survey sample were compared to those found in Data Analysrs_ . -
the 2000 Census estimates and other population norms for the City of Boulder and were Com?%eted questonnaires were checked for accuracy by L\anonal.Reseamh Center, Inc.
statistically adjusted to reflect the larger population when necessary. The results of the ;‘.taff. ”flfe d‘:?ta v:}llzresﬂ'lgn _En';e[:l;edl,(:nd fﬂlet;lesus.{tst;!]nggzed bysl:]gém;al 1:;52“}1 Center,
weighting scheme are presented in the following table. The shaded variables were the e, st Hes e .ta'ashca ACkape M the oo ences (SPSS). For the most part,
ones by which survey results were weighted. frequency distributions are presented in the body of the report.
. : =) Also included are results by demographic characteristics (see Appendix I[V: Selected
Gty of Rouisier Paky sl Recreaiion rasviy \I\‘mghtlng Tahla Survey ). Chi-square or ANOVA tests of significance were applied to these breakdowns
e Percent in Population of selected survey questions. A “p-value” of (.05 or less indicates that there is less than
Characteristic Population Norm*  Unweighted Data  Weighted Data a five percent probability that differences observed between groups are due to chance;
Sex and Age or in other words, a greater than 95% probability that the differences observed in the
18-34 years of age 53% 26% 530, selected categories of our sample represent “real” differences among those populations.
3554 years of age 31% 0% 31% Whemh:gferepczsl }::eh»\,'eer;1 ;ubgmups are statistically significant, they are marked with
55+ years of age 16% % 16% B SRR ML RIS APRCIEES,
Female 468% 60% 48%
Male 52% 40% 52%
Females 16-34 24% 16% 24%
Females 35-54 15% 22% 15%
Females 55+ 9% 21% 9%
Males 18-34 20% 9% 29%
Males 35-54 16% 18% 16%
Males 55+ 7% 14% 7%
Housing
Own home 50% 73% 51%
Rent home 50% 27% 49%
Detached unit 4% 60% 42%
Attached unit 53% 40% 58%
g g
& £
3 3
B ]
7 i
& &
E E
4 Spuree: 2000 Census B 5
= =]
& &
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City of Boulder Parks and Recreation Survey

Appendix VI: Survey Instrument and Mailing Materials

October 2005

The following pages contain the survey instrument and mailing materials.
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ot e Esta es una encuesta sobre su opinidn con respecto Boulder parques y recreacion.
B Si usted prefiere completar esta encuesta en espaiiol, por favor llame a Lisa Bondi
q‘ﬁ al 303-413-7239. La informacion es completamente andénima.

City of Boulder Parks and Recreation Survey

The City of Boulder wants to know what you think about parks and recreation in our community. That is why
you have been randomly selected to participate in this survey. Please take a few minutes to fill out the enclosed
questionnaire. We request that an adult (age 18 or older) in your household most familiar with the
recreational activities of all household members complete the survey. Your responses will remain
completely anonymous. Please return the completed survey in the postage-paid envelope provided to National
Research Center, Inc., 3005 30th St., Boulder, CO 80301, who will be compiling the results of the survey.

‘We have mailed surveys to only 1,200 households, so your response is extremely important in helping us make
decisions about parks and recreation facilities and programs for the entire community. If you have any
questions about this survey, please contact Sarah DeSouza at 303-413-7205.

As we look toward the future, the department is reaching out to the Boulder community to determine which
parks and recreation services are most valued. These priorities will provide a foundation for the Parks and
Recreation Master Plan update, which we hope to complete by the end of 2005. This survey and your responses
are an important part of this process and will help guide the future of parks and recreation programs and
services in our community. If you would like more information about the context in which the Master Plan is
being developed, please visit the Boulder Parks and Recreation website at:

. : 5 ion/ABOUT PARKS_REC | ;
or call Jeff Lakey at 303-413-7222,

Please help us make Boulder an even greater place to live! Thank you for your help and participation.

Sincerely yours,

A

Jan Geden, CPRP
Director, Boulder Parks and Recreation Department

2 2005 Natanal Resaamh Canar, na.

1. Please indicate whether you or anyone in your household has done any of these activities in the past year at a City of
Boulder park or facility, or at another park or facility (either a private facility or one belonging to another jurisdiction).

Done on a Done at a Done on Boulder Done at

City path or City of Boulder Open Space or another park

streels/sidewalks | park or facility? Mountain Parks? or facility?
yes no. yes no yes no yes no
a. Walked a a a a a a a a
b. Ran or jogged a a a a a a a a
¢ Exercised a d d g a wi a
d. Exercised @ pet(S).......iciieis vascaseisannie a a a a a a a
e. Bicycled a a a a a a a a
f. Relaxed (e.g., read a book, picnicked, played

games or catch on the grass) ... a I a a a a
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2. Please Indicate whether you or anyone [n your household has dane any of these activities in the past 12 months 4. How valuable, if at all, do you believe each of the following facilities or activities is to the community?
at a City of Boulder park or facility, or at another park or facility (either a private facility or one belonging to very somewhat not at all
another jurisdiction). .
Done at a City of Done at another : . X essential  valuable valuable valuable
P T Eacility? rk or facility? a. South Boulder Recreation Center {1360 Gillaspie Dr.). 4 3 2 1
ves no ves no b. North Boulder Recreation Center (3170 Broadway)..... Wl 3 2 G !
a. Used a group shelter or picnic area (for Broup eVENE) .., = a a a c. East Boulder Community Center (S560 SioUX DI.).. o cvimsnssiesssieesscecs 3 2 1
b. Played baseball a a a a d. Spruce Pool (2102 Spruce St.). 4 3 2 il
c. Played softball g a a g e. Scott Carpenter Pool (1505 30th St., 30 & Arapahoe).........wreeemmn k} 2 1
d. Played field sports (e.g, soccer, football, rughy, field hockey, lacrosse, Ultimate Frisbee) a a a a f. Pottery Lab (1010 Aurora) ........ 4 3 2 1
e. Played disc golf — ; g g g g g. Boating activities at Boulder Reservoir.......... 4 3 2 1
; E::::z zzﬁrzrstp:[)ris;orlft?g;l)e:ssons (e.g., basketball, volleyball, tENNIS) v - D - - h. Swimming activities at Boulder Reservoir 4 3 2 1
h. Played ata playground a a 3 a i. Flatirons Golf Course (5706 Arapahoe)......... 4 3 2 1
i. Used a skatepark a a a a
j. Gardened in a Community Garden {e.g, Foothills, Goss Grove, Hickory or North Boulder) . O a a a 5. City parks serve various purposes within a community, some of which are listed below. Please rate how
k. Used an outdoor swimming pool for swim lessons or water exercise classes .. 0 [m] o a valuable, if at all, each purpose is to you and your household.
I Used an outdoor swimming pool for “open swim” (drop-in) ... .a a a a : very somewhat not atall
m. Used an indoor swimming pool for swim lessons or water exercise classes.... 0 a a a s L 3 W it ; essonfiol’ vallable: valuable  valuahi
n. Used an indoor swimming pool for “open swim” (drop-in) .0 a ] a a. Prcv!d!ng visual "green spaces’ WIthI‘ﬂ the City e 4 3 2 1
0. Swam, fished, relaxed or had a social event at a reservoir or lake. G [m] o (m] b. Prode?ng a place for rest and relfaxatlon 4 3 2 1
p. Went motorized boating on a reservoir or lake (including waterskiing) .a a o o ¢. Providing developed spaces for field sports (e.g., soccer, football,
g. Went non-motorized boating on a reservair or lake (including sailing, rughy, field hockey, lacrosse) ... A 3 2 1
canoeing windsurfing, etc.) a a a a d. Providing open lawn/play space (for children or adults to play their
r.  Played hockey or took hockey lessons a a m] ] own games like tag, frisbee, croquet, etc.) 4 3 2 1
s. Took figure skating lessons a a a a e. Providing opportunities for court sports (e.g., tennis, basketball) ............ 4 3 2 1
1. Went ice-skating for exercise or recreation a a a a f.  Providing places for group gathering 4 = 2 1
u. Used a bike-racing facility a a a a g. Providing places for children to play on playground equipment ..........&4 3 2 1
v. Participated in a fitness class (e.g., yoga, aerobics, pilates, weight training, ete.).. 2 a a a h. Providing places to exercise pets a4 3 2 1
w. “Dropped-in” for exercise (weights, exercise machines, etc.) ....cosernssssenn CI a a i.  Providing a place to walk or Jog Within the City .oee.sosreseren. 4 3 2 1
x. Took a pottery class a g o d j.  Providing natural open lands or wildiife habitat within the city. 4 3 2 1
¥ "Dropped-in” to the Pottery Lab. : a a g a k. Providing annual flower plantings 4 3 2 1
z. Took a children's {age 0-12) arts or recreation Class ... s e rereneees I a a a b el T T b et e e T T 4 3 2 1
aa. Took a teen {age 13-19) arts or recreation class a a a a : e pe ¥E ¥ p gs.. -
bb. Took an adult arts or recreation class a a a a
cc. Participated on a children’s (age 0-12) SPOMS te8M .....uuurnmcrmssssssississisnes ' a a a 6. The City of Boulder has funds reserved for developing park land. First, please rate how important you think each
dd. Participated on a teen (age 13-19) sports teams a a a a of the following possible projects are. Then rank which two you think should be given the highest priority, with a
ee. Participated on an adult sports teams a a o a “1" indicating most important and a “2" next most important
very somewhat not at all TOP 2 MOST
essential important important important IMPORTANT
3. City recreation programs and facilities serve various purposes within a community, some of which are listed d: E?::ZI:IF mor: n;.mlté'ﬂ“riase:'e'ds (e-g. soccer, 5 o & = I:]
below. Please rate how valuable, if at all, you believe each purpose is to the Boulder community. a , TUEDy, fie ockey, IaCroSSe) ... i resiesssnssnnsns
very semewhat. potatail b. Finish developing the East Boulder Community Park ‘:’
essential valuable valusble valuable {35th Street south of South Boulder Road) a a a a
a. Providing recreational opportunities for children ... d 3 2 i c. Finish developing the Foothills Community Park I:'
b. Providing recreational opportunities for teens .... 3 2 ¥ (west of Broadway between Locust Avenue and Lee Hil Road).......c.cvveeee. O a a a
c. Providing recreational opportunities for adults... 4 3 2 1 d. Develop an 18-hole disc golf course with varied terrain |:|
d. Providing recreational oppertunities for older adults (seniors; 4 3 2 1 {fhe course would be about 30% arger than North Beuider Communly Park]... L1 = g a
e. Providing recreational opportunities for low-income members of e. Develop vacant pocket park SIEES* ... eeesieesesesssiean a o o I:'
the community 4 3 2 1
f.  Providing recreational opportunities for members of the community f. Develop vacant neighborhood park sites** ... D a a a I:’
with disabilities 4 3 2 1 * These parks are less than 5 acres, and typically between one and three acres. They have a service radius of 8 ¥ mile and
g. Helping to maintain and improve the physical health of the community.... 4 3 2 1 help to meet neighborhood park needs where no other alternative exists.
h. Helping to maintain and improve the mental well-being of the community.. 4 3 2 1 =* These parks are at least 5 zcres. They have a service radius of ¥4 mile and may include such facilities as playgrounds,

Page 2 picnic tables and multi-use open grass play areas.
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7. Please rate how important to the community, if at all, it is that the City of Boulder Parks and Recreation
Department provide the following activities. Then rank which two types of activities should be given the highest
priority, with a *1" indicating most important and a “2" next most important

very somewhat notatall | TOP 2 MOST

essential important important important | IMPORTANT
a. Wellness/fitness (e.g., weight training, aerobics, yoga, etc.)..... 0 a a a |:|
b. Visual arts (e.g., pottery, painting, ete.)..oeeeeeeenescesnssmssiicnn & a a a I:]
c. Performing arts (e.g., dance, drama, BlC.) ....covreessnereerecsnneen a a a I:I
d. Sports teams and lessons (e.g., softball, soccer, etc.)............ 0 a a a |:|
e. Golf.. a a a a I:l
f. Gymnastics. a a a a I:I
E. Aquatics (2.9, lap swimming, water exercise classes, lessons, etc.).. O a a a :

8. Please rate the importance of each of the following.
very somewhat notatall
essential important important important
a. HKeeping admission and pass fees at current levels (no new increases)..1 2 4
b. HKeeping the recreation facilities open for as many hours as possible.....1 2 3 4
¢. Maintenance and renovation of existing parks 1T 2 3 4
d. Development of existing undeveloped parks ... L 2 3 4
e. Acguisition of new parks 1 2 3 4
f. Development of new athletic fields.... 1 2 3 4
E. Maintenance of existing athletic fields 1 & 3 4
9. Do you have any other comments or suggestions 16. Please check the one box which most closely
about the City of Boulder Parks and Recreation describes the type of housing unit you live in.
parks, facilities or programs? O A detached single family home
O An apartment in an apartment complex
O An apartment in a single family home
O A condominium or town house
O A mobile home
O Other, please specify
) o kes 0o 17. How much do you anticipate your household's total
10. Do any children under age 5 live in your income before taxes will be for 20057 (Please
household? a a include income from all sources for all persons
11. Do any children ages 5 to 12 live in your living in your household.)
household? It [ | O less than $14,999 O $50,000 to $74,999
12. Do any teenagers ages 13 to 17 live in O $15,0001t0 $24,999 0 575,000 to $99,999
your household? ... oo d O O $25,000t0 $34,999 1 $100,000 or more
13. Are you or any other members of your L1 $35,00010.$49,908
household aged 665 or older? ...............ld O 18. In which category is your age?
O 18-24 years 3 4554 years
14. About how long have you lived in 0 25-34 years 0 55-64 years
Boulder? (Record O if six months or less).. years O 35-44 years O 65 years or older
15. Do you rent or own your residence? 19. What is your gender?
O Rent  own O Female Q0 Male
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